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Meet the 
Moderator!

LAST MONTH, THE FREE CHURCH CONTINUING 
MET FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN EDINBURGH. 
THE MODERATOR THIS YEAR WAS THE REV. GREG 
MACDONALD (CROSS). 

Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed. Perhaps you 
could begin by telling us something about your childhood 
/ teenage years. You haven’t always lived in Scotland, 
have you? 
That’s right. Although I was born in Stornoway, and had 
my primary schooling there, our family moved to South 
Africa in 1989. Because of that I spent the first four years 
of secondary school in Africa! It was very different in lots 
of ways, but still an excellent education. There was a huge 
emphasis on sport - lots of different sports - when really 
before I had only spent time playing football. The reason 
we moved was because my father offered himself as a 
missionary helper in the Free Church mission there. He 
was building and repairing churches and manses, but also 
did quite a lot of preaching as an elder. We moved back to 
Scotland in 1993, when my father began training for the 
ministry in Edinburgh and I completed fifth and sixth year 
back in Stornoway. 

You studied architecture at Edinburgh University. What 
led you to becoming a Minister of the Gospel?
I had wanted to be an Architect for a long time. I liked 

the idea of a mix of office and practical work. But whilst 
at university God showed me that He had different plans 
for my life. I used to help out at a university open air 
evangelism each week, by handing out tracts. However, 
after a few months of this I was then asked to do the 
speaking. To my great surprise, I found that when trying 
to speak I had a longing to be of use to the many students 
walking past and tell them something about the Lord 
Jesus. This caught me quite off guard, but it did make me 
pray to the Lord and ask Him to show me what He would 
have me do with my life. 

How did you meet your wife and what can you tell us 
about your family? 
My wife and I met over one summer holiday. We were 
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both university students but not in the same place. 
Lorraine studied politics and International Relations in 
Aberdeen University. A number of young believers used 
to meet up for fellowship in the summer months, and that 
is how we met. We got engaged in July 1999, and were 
married one year later. Our eldest is Hugh, then Murray, 
Annie and Owen. We are greatly blessed with our family 
and are thankful to the Lord for them every day. Like all 
parents, we seek to guide them and help them. Nothing 
is more important for children than to come to know the 
Lord. 

Tell us about your congregation in Ness.
I was ordained to the ministry and inducted to the 
congregation in September 2004. Before I came, the 
congregation was looked after for three years by Rev J.A. 
Gillies (Rtd). In that short time they had already completed 
a beautiful new church building in the village of North 
Dell. In 2009 the manse was completed on the same site. 
The congregation is mostly concentrated in the most 
northerly district of Lewis, known as Ness, but a number 
of households stretch southwards, through Borve, Shader, 
Barvas and Shawbost. The congregation would ordinarily 
have about 45 in attendance each Lord’s Day, and about 
half that at the mid-week meeting. I can honestly say that 
it has been not only a privilege but a pleasure to seek to 
pastor this congregation. 

What are the challenges a Gospel Minister faces today?
The first challenge is the same as it has always been - 
personal faithfulness with God. Keeping up private prayer 
and meditation on the Word is so important. Then the 
challenge of meeting the needs of the people in the 
congregation both from the pulpit and in visitations. The 

great scope of distractions and influx of worldliness of 
today’s world certainly means that the place of the Bible 
is absolutely vital to be maintained in daily life. 

What duties were involved as the Moderator of the 
Assembly? 
Every year our church has a gathering of ministers and 
elders from every corner of our work, usually from 
every congregation. This is called the General Assembly. 
The Moderator is the man asked to chair this meeting. 
That was my responsibility and honour this year. It also 
involves giving what is called a Moderator’s Address, 
which is meant to set the tone for the Assembly, and offer 
a challenge on a key area of our work as a denomination. 
This year I spoke about how the best way to preach to 
people as their minister is to get to know them as their 
pastor. 

Lastly, is there anything you would like to say to our young 
readers? 
It is a delight to address the readers of The Explorer! I hope 
that you are enjoying the magazine. Make sure you read 
it carefully. Lots of prayer goes into every article written 
for you. But the most important thing is for you to get to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ for yourself. You are never too 
young to know Him, or to be saved from your sins. We 
all know that horrible feeling when we do what is wrong. 
But Jesus can forgive us for all the wrong things we do. He 
tells us how to enjoy this pardon and His special peace: 
we must ask Him to help us, to give us faith, and wash 
away our sins, through what He did for us on the Cross. 
We all deserve to be punished for our sins. But Jesus was 
punished as a substitute - in our place. And if we believe 
in Him we will have everlasting life!

Meet the Moderator!



BIBLE CLASS GRADE
(11 took part in the examination)

Prize winner:  Lydia MacDonald, Stornoway

Ayr – Sarah Craig
Cross – Annie MacDonald, Heidi MacLeod
Duthil-Dores – Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks, 
Lewis Fraser, Callum Arie Morrison, Thomas Keddie
Stornoway – John MacDonald, Lydia MacDonald, 
Katie Mackenzie 

SABBATH SCHOOL GRADE 2
(14 took part in the examination)

Prize winner:  Hannah Keddie, Duthil-Dores 

Cross – Owen MacDonald, Kenneth Iain MacLeod
Duthil-Dores – Katie Bell, Joanna Brooks, 
Abigail Keddie, Hannah Keddie, Anna Marie Morrison, 
Annabell Nicolson, Calvin Nicolson
Stornoway – George Kenneth MacDonald, 
Mary Beth MacDonald, Peter MacDonald, 
Joel MacKenzie, Jack Alan Macleod

Sabbath School and Bible Class 
Examinations 2021-2022
Here are tHe names of all tHose wHo took 
part in tHe examinations and prize winners

MAURINE MURCHISON MEMORIAL PRIZE
(15 took part in the examination)

GRADE 1:  Lottie Anderson, Summer Hall, Ayr; 
Beth Bell, Jack Bell, Lily Grace Morrison, 
Alick Nicolson, Duthil-Dores; Maisie MacDonald, 
Annabel Macleod, John Macleod, Tormod Macleod, 
Snizort
GRADE 2:  David Gillies, Talitha MacKenzie, Grace 
Macleod, Carys Shields, Stornoway
GRADE 3:  Katie Bell, Duthil-Dores

CATECHISM DIPLOMA
(14 took part in the examination)

Gold Bonus (39-81):  Janelle Alethia Ekpo, 
Josiah Morton Vernon, Greenville, USA
Silver (39-81): Andrew Mackenzie Pike, Greenville, 
USA; Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald, 
Stornoway
Bronze (1-38): Emma Louise Carney, Maria Carney, 
Olivia Kay Carney, Cameron Daniel Pike, Nathanael 
Irvin Reeder, James Rollins, Lydia Jean Setzer, 
Benjamin Isaac Vernon, Julia Margaret Vernon, 
Cameron Knox Wanliss, Greenville, USA

Lydia MacDonald, Stornoway, receiving her prize from 
Rev. Greg MacDonald

Hannah Keddie, 
Duthil-Dores 

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL!
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Kids 
Corner

To all the children who sent in pictures this month, thank you! 
They are all brilliant. Keep them coming. God bless. The Editor.

Would you like your picture to appear on this page? 
Then why not send it to the Editor? (details on back cover)
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Catherine MacInnes, 
Lochalsh & Strath

Alastair Morrison, Cross 

Coinneach MacInnes, 
Lochalsh & Strath

Rebecca MacKenzie, Kilmuir & StenschollCarys Shields, Stornoway 

Ellie-Joy Mackay, Tarbat

Kenny MacKinnon, 
Partick

Seumas MacInnes, 
Lochalsh & Strath



How do you reply when someone asks, 
“how do you know there is a God?” 

What a question! Let me say this at the outset: the 
problem the Christian faces is not an intellectual 
one, it’s a spiritual one. Let us remember that 
the person asking the question is probably “dead 
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1) and unless 
that person is “born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Logic alone never 
saved anyone. We need the blessing of the Spirit 
to help us. So, when someone asks you a question 
like this, pray. Pray at once for God’s Spirit to 
awaken and enlighten that person’s mind. Here 
are four ways that may help.

Firstly, say: “The Bible says so.”
The Bible is our authority. It is the sword of the 
Spirit. Remember that the Bible assumes the 
existence of God. “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1) [emphasis 
added]. That is how the Bible opens. It doesn’t 
start with a chapter defending His existence. 
Besides, how can anyone “prove” spirits exist 
that are by nature invisible? We must resort to 
assumption and the assumption that God exists is 
reasonable. The closest the Bible ever comes to 
“proving” the existence of God is Heb. 11:6: “But 
without faith it is impossible to please him: for 
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” Why not challenge (in a friendly way) 
with the following: Have you read the Bible? How 
do you explain the unifying message of Jesus in a 
book that was written over 1500 years?  

Secondly, say: “Creation says so.” 
David wrote, “When I consider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which thou hast ordained, what is man that 
thou art mindful of him?” (Ps. 8:3,4; see also 
Ps. 19:1). When David looked around, he saw 
evidences of a powerful designer. When you 
look at buildings or pieces of art, at once you 
assume a builder or artist was involved. This is 
perfectly reasonable. So, why not assume God 

was involved in the creation of the universe? 
Not only is the assumption reasonable, it is 
Biblical. Sometimes the atheist may respond 
with something like, “ah but who created God?” 
This is silly, because God would not be God if 
something or someone else created Him! 

Thirdly, say: “Conscience says so.”
If the Bible did not reveal God, your conscience 
would still witness there is one. We may ignore 
conscience and supress the truth, but one of 
the reasons God gave you a conscience was to 
stop you from convincing yourself there is no 
God! (Rom. 1: 18 – 20). Someone once wrote, 
‘Conscience is God’s deputy or viceregent.’ We 
all have a conscience and we know how powerful 
it is. Conscience either “accuses or excuses” 
us, says the Apostle (Rom. 2:15). Conscience is 
a law. This law is found in everyone (animals 
excluded). So where did the law come from? 
Surely, a lawgiver! And that lawgiver must be 
higher than ourselves and perfectly moral. The 
Bible calls this lawgiver “Almighty God.” It is 
foolish and dangerous to ignore the voice of 
conscience. How do you explain the fact that 
everyone in the world knows the difference 
between right and wrong? 

Fourthly, say: “Christ says so.” 
Remember that Jesus is God, and His life, death 
and resurrection were witnessed by many, 
many people and written down in a book for 
us to read (e.g. 1 Cor. 15:4 – 8; John 20:31). 
The Lord Jesus Christ was a historical figure, 
and He testified not only to God’s existence but 
to the character and works of God, especially 
the cross where all of God’s attributes – His 
justice, mercy, love and wrath and others – are 
on display (Jn. 3:16). Surely, the Bible is right 
when the Psalmist wrote, “the fool hath said in 
his heart, there is no God” (Ps. 14:1). Spurgeon 
wrote, “atheism is a strange thing. Even the 
devils never fell into that vice.” Have you ever 
studied the life of Jesus Christ? What do you 
make of His claims? “What think ye of Christ?” 
(Matt. 22:42). 
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PUZZLES
God's promise to Abraham Use the colour code to see what God promised Abraham 

(see Genesis 12:3)

Jacob’s Sons Using Genesis 35: 22 - 26 and any other passages of Scripture, can you name all of Jacob’s 
12 sons? (If you can put them in order of birth that will be great - if not, don’t worry!) 

Animals Which animals did Abrahams’s servant bring with him when he went to find a wife for Isaac? 
(Genesis 24) Circle the correct animal.

Name Abraham's 1st son

= I = E = S = H = T

+



Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

PUZZLES & DRAWINGS

Young folk are encouraged to complete the various puzzles in 
the magazine and send them in to:
Miss Anne Macaulay 
30 Mackenzie Place,
Maryburgh IV7 8DY
Email: macaulayanne@hotmail.co.uk

Younger readers who find the questions too hard may like to 
do a drawing based on one of the articles and send it to the 
editor.

CONTACT THE EDITOR

Rev. Tom Budgen
‘The Manse'
Kilmuir, 
Isle of Skye, IV51 9UB
Email: tom.budgen@outlook.com 

(Unattributed articles ought not to be considered the work of the Editor) 

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org

SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS

The Explorer is published by the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) and is supplied free with the Witness magazine 
which is published monthly. The subscription rates for 2022 
are:

UK     £33.50
Europe (Airmail)    £35.00
Overseas (Airmail)   £40.00

Congregations ordering the Witness are encouraged to make 
bulk orders at the reduced rate of £30 per subscription per 
year. The Explorer, being free, may be ordered separately for 
Sabbath Schools.

Subscriptions and orders should be sent to:
Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson
‘Gleann Beag’, 4 Balmeanach, Braes, 
Portree, Isle of Skye IV51 9NH
Tel: 01478 650360
Email: subscriptions@fccontinuing.org

Twitter:
@fccscot

Latest entries
1st prize:  Carys Sheilds (Stornoway)

Runners up:    
Summer Hall - Ayr    Abigail Blaney, Benjamin Blaney, 
Bethany Blaney - Ballyclare and Doagh  
Eliana Kok - Smiths Falls  Kenny MacKinnon - Partick 
Lauren Cormack - Inverness   

Name: ..............................................................................

Age: .......................................

Congregation: ..................................................................

Address:  ...........................................................................

...........................................................................................

PUZZLES
Find the words below 
in the wordsearch Wordsearch

Fire       Sodom  
Lot       Gomorrah 

Brimstone        Abraham


