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CHILDREN’S

QUIET
TIME

WISE WORDS FROM 
A WISE MAN

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is 
the whole duty of man.” Eccl. 12:13

It is important to get good advice – and it’s even 
better when it comes from someone who knows 
what they are talking about! That makes what 
they have to say credible. One day, King Solomon 
set himself the task of answering a great question: 
‘What is the meaning of life?’ Or, to put it another 
way, what is our highest good? What makes us 
happy? These questions deeply interested Solomon. 
They ought to interest us as well! 

King Solomon was well qualified for the task. He 
was rich, successful – and had plenty of wisdom! 
No one in his day had more God-given wisdom than 
Solomon. He also had time to think because the 
land of Israel was at rest from war. With all these 
resources in hand, Solomon set out on his journey. 

He had a thought-provoking approach to his new 
assignment: he tried to live “under the sun.” He 
observed life at ground level. He imagined living as if 
there was no God. Solomon soon discovered that all 
was “vanity and vexation of spirit.” Life was utterly 
meaningless without God. He tried everything: 
money, pleasure, fame, being clever – everything 
the world prizes – and no matter how hard he 
tried, nothing made him happy. He kept arriving at 
the same frustrating conclusion: “all is vanity and 
vexation of spirit.” Why did he think like this? 

Solomon realised something important. Read 
what he wrote in Ecclesiastes 3:11: “He hath made 
everything beautiful in his time: also, he [that is, 

God] hath set the world in their heart.” The word 
for “world” is “eternity.” So, it could read, “he hath 
set eternity in their heart.” Our souls never die. 
The soul is “God-shaped.” Trying to satisfy your 
soul with worldly pleasures is like trying to fit a 
square peg in a round hole or chasing the wind. It 
is frustrating, empty, exhausting, depressing and 
ultimately, impossible. Only God can make you 
happy because He is the Creator. He knows what is 
best for you! 

Solomon’s search brought him back to God. “Let 
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God and keep His commandments.” To fear God 
means to respect God; it is fear based on love. God’s 
commandments are good. When we obey God, our 
souls will be spiritually healthy. Solomon says we 
must obey because we are God’s creatures. A life of 
Gospel-centred obedience brings with it a measure 
of true happiness.

Growing up is not easy. The world glitters like gold, 
but sadly, not all that glitters is gold! A life without 
God will leave you feeling discontent, restless, 
numb and unhappy. Only a life spent loving and 
serving Christ will make you happy. The great 
commandment is to love the Lord our God with our 
heart, soul, strength and mind. So, let us take on 
board King Solomon’s advice and let us learn “to fear 
the Lord” for, “the fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10).  
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The Cities of Paul the Apostle 
ATHENS 

Paul arrived in the ‘university city’ of 
Athens and began to speak about the Lord 
Jesus Christ (read Acts 17).

There was a lot of religion in Athens but 
no word of Christ (v.22). They spoke 
about the ‘UNKNOWN GOD’ (v.23). 
Paul explained that God could be known 
but only through His Son. This was new 
to them, and something new is always 
exciting (v.21). But the Church must not 
come up with new ideas about life and 

what God is like because God's revelation 
in the Bible is complete. The pattern of the 
New Testament Church was established 
almost 2000 years ago. Therefore, some 
new ‘revelation’ must be false and may 
even be from the devil himself.

Few were converted under the preaching 
of Paul (v.34). The Apostle had the Word 
but could not control God's power in 
conversion; only the Lord Himself can 
save a soul. It is when the Gospel has 
“the power of God” with it that it leads 
to salvation (Rom. 1:16). Paul preached 
repentance (v.30) and judgement (v.31). 
Sadly, this message is hardly mentioned 
in churches today, but we need the first if 
we are going to survive the second!

Have you come to God by knowing Christ? 
Have you repented of your sins and 
sought forgiveness from God through His 
Son? There is no other way. But He is the 
sure way to God! (Jn. 14:6). Why not do 
that right now? Ask God to become your 
friend, Saviour and King.  
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SENIOR CAMP REPORT
By Felicity MacLeod

The senior camp met this year from the 8th to the 
16th of  July and comprised 17 young folk from 
Scotland, Mexico and Spain. 

It was great to have campers who had been before, 
as well as some new faces, particularly since this was 
the first camp gathering since 2019. This year’s new 
location in Kilmalieu (near Fort William) provided 
us with lots of  opportunities for exciting activities 
like climbing, mountain biking and canoeing. These 
were all taken part in enthusiastically, as well as 
other sports and games around the site, all of  which 
contributed to a wholesome and relaxed atmosphere. 
The topic this year was, “Not Ashamed: Living the 
Christian Life,” and the talks were delivered by Rev. 
James MacInnes (Lochalsh & Strath). The evening 
talks provided us with lots of  scope for discussion 
and fellowship, as well as a very thought-provoking 
question night! 

We are thankful to the organizers and leaders for 
making this another enjoyable and memorable 
time, and most of  all to God for His blessings over 
the week.

A FUN-FILLED SUMMER!



October 20225

JUNIOR CAMP REPORT
By Christiana MacLeod

The Junior camp ran this year from the 8th to 16th 
of  July at Kilmalieu near Fort William. We had very 
good weather during the week. The sun was always 
shining and though there were small showers of  
rain it did not stop us from having fun! We met new 
and old friends and made plenty of  new memories 
that will stay with us until the day we pass!

During the week we had lots of  activities ranging 
from making a hammock out of  cling film to 
canoeing in a canal against the wind. We all had a 
good time. With all the activities, you are sure to 
find new things to talk about with your friends back 
at home. They are great for exercise. There is lots 
of  walking, running and cycling. You learn lots of  
things about yourself  and that is what camp is all 
about! We had worship twice a day – once in the 
morning just before the start of  the activities and 
again in the evening. 

If  you are considering going to the church camp 
you really should! You never know who you are 
going to meet! You might make new friends and 
learn something new!
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DAVID    

SPEAR    

SAMUEL  

JONATHAN    

KING    

JEALOUS    

FIRST

Because thou hast _________________ 

the word of the ______________ 

he hath also __________________

________ from being __________

1 Sam. 15:23

A FUN-FILLED SUMMER!
STORNOWAY OUTING 
By Calvin MacKenzie

On the 11th of  June 2022, we went on our annual 
Sabbath school outing. Initially, we planned to 
have it at a beach, but we had to change our plans 
because of  the weather so it was held at the Back 
Football & Recreation Club instead. 

We had a variety of  games and activities. While the 
older ones sat and talked, the younger ones played 
football, table tennis and table hockey. After that, 
we had a barbecue (bravely cooked outdoors in the 
harsh weather by my Dad!) which we ate indoors. 
The menu included sausages, chicken drumsticks, 
burgers, and plenty of  cream and jelly! 

Then we had a 7-aside game of  football on the 
indoor AstroTurf  football pitch next door, which is 

a fantastic facility. We had different races including 
a sack race and running races, followed by a game of  
tug-of-war during which the losing team insisted on 
a best-of-three. They lost all three! After the tug-of-
war, awards were presented. Each child was given a 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bible and a small Psalm 
book. Just before leaving the children also received 
a party bag filled with goodies and fruit. We had a 
large age range and we were pleased to see visitors. 

Find all these words in the puzzleKing Saul

Take all the extra letters from the 
wordsearch to finish off the Bible verse 

King Saul 

Find all these in the puzzle  
 

    

 

 

 

R E J E C T D E 
J O N A T H A N 
E F I R S T V D 
A L O R P K I D 
L R E J E I D E 
O C T E A N D T 
U H E E R G K I 
S A M U E L N G 

 
 

 

 

 

 

David  

Jonathan  

Spear  

Samuel  

First 
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No Funeral 
for Jesus 
On the 8th of September 2022, our nation’s 
beloved monarch, Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, died after a historic 70-year reign. 
We mourn with the Royal Family and pray 
they will know the peace and comfort of God.  

When a King or Queen dies, a nation mourns and 
commemorates that reign with a funeral service 
and burial. We read, for instance, of godly King 
Josiah who, after he died, “was buried in one of 
the sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and 
Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. And Jeremiah 
lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men 
and the singing women spake of Josiah in their 
lamentations to this day, and made them an 
ordinance in Israel” (2 Chr. 35: 24, 25). A royal 
death deserves a royal burial. 

As we mourn Her Majesty’s passing, let us also 
think about the death of another royal figure 
whose life and death should never be forgotten. 
That figure is Jesus. We read of His death. We 
read of His burial, but what about His funeral? 
There was none. No, not for the “King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 19:16). 

A Death Like No Other

The death of the Lord Jesus is the most important 
event in history. His death on the cross satisfied 
God’s justice and made eternal life possible. 
When He died, He died before many witnesses. 
And yet there was no national mourning, no 
flowers, no procession, no lowering of the flag, 
no lying-in-state, no tributes, no crowds, no 
queues, no public sympathy, no minute’s silence, 
no pomp or ceremony, and certainly no funeral 
service. 

Only a handful arranged His burial. Only a 
couple sat at the tomb. Only a few wept. “He 
came unto his own, and his own received him 
not” (Jn. 1:11).

A King Like No Other

Jesus was and is King. He is no ordinary King 
because His kingdom is “not of this world” (Jn. 
18:36). When He was born, He came as a King 
in disguise. His servants were not very important 
– they were humble fishermen, and when He 
entered Jerusalem shortly before His death, He 
borrowed a donkey for the occasion and used 
the garments of His disciples as a saddle. Where 
was His royal chariot? Where were the horses 
and the soldiers? Where were the trumpets? 

He never shared any of the riches of the world. He 
chose to be poor – and He did so for us. “Though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through His poverty, might be rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9). What King or Queen has chosen a life of 
poverty to enrich the lives of their subjects? None! 

A Reign Like No Other

No monarch can ever match the reign of King 
Jesus. Though His death was a shock to many, it 
was planned from eternity (Isa. 53:10). He alone is 
the rock on which we build our lives (Matt. 7:24). 
He alone appoints Kings and Queens (Prov. 8:15). 
He alone ascended the Throne of Heaven after 
defeating the War of all wars – the war of sin and 
death! (Ps 68:18). He alone is our champion (Gen. 
3:15). When a nation departs from His laws, that 
nation no longer thrives but fails (Prov. 14:34). 
The Lord alone is the strength and stability we 
need (Ps. 18:2). No other King or Queen rose 
from the dead like Jesus (Matt. 28:6). His reign is 
from everlasting to everlasting. He is the longest 
reigning monarch! (Ps. 93:2; Ps. 145:13) He alone 
must be worshipped. 

When you hear and think about our beloved 
Queen dying and her son becoming our new 
King, remember King Jesus who died for sinners 
but never had a funeral. 

'Daily Readings for Teenagers' are now available to view at 
www.harrisfccontinuing.org/for-teenagers

http://www.harrisfccontinuing.org/for-teenagers
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Latest entries
1st prize:  Eliana Kok (Smiths Falls )

Runners up: Kenny MacKinnon - Partick
Euan Grant, Seumas Grant - Knockbain Free Church  
Abigail Blaney, Benjamin Blaney, Bethany Blaney 
- Ballyclare and Doagh Lauren Cormack - Inverness  
Lily Macleod - Tarbat  Summer Hall - Ayr  
---------------------------------------------
Euan Grant (Knockbain Free Church): 10 Entries 
Kenny MacKinnon (Partick): 190 Entries

Name: ..............................................................................

Age: .......................................

Congregation: ..................................................................

Address:  ...........................................................................
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PUZZLES
Can you spot 5 differences between these 2 pictures?David and Saul


