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CHILDREN’S

QUIET
TIME

This month, let us read a story about a famous 
preacher called C.H. Spurgeon (1834–1892). It is taken 
from “Spurgeon’s Stories for Children” by Tony Hutter 
(Day One Publications).

A SPOILT GARDEN 

“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” – Romans 12:21

Have you got a garden at the back of your house? 
Spurgeon lived in a large and very nice house that 
had a garden as well.  He liked to go there and look 
at the different flowers, and thank God for all the 
wonderful things He had made. 

One day he went into the garden and noticed that 
some of the flowers didn’t look as they should and 
that the flower beds were untidy.  He looked more 
closely, and wondered if an animal of some kind had 
got in and scratched at them.  The garden was tidied 
up, but before long the same thing happened again.  
Flowers were looking bedraggled and the beds spoilt.  
It happened time after time!

One Saturday afternoon, Spurgeon was walking in 
the garden thinking about a sermon he was to preach 
the next day, when he saw the culprit.  Can you guess 
what kind of animal it was? It was a dog! It had got 
through the fence, and there it was, scratching at the 
flower beds and doing a lot of damage! 

Spurgeon suffered from an illness called gout, which 
sometimes made walking quite painful, so he often 
used a walking stick. He had the walking stick with 
him that day, and he threw it with all his might at the 
dog to scare it away, while at the same time giving 
the dog some good advice about going home, “Go 
away, you naughty dog!” But what do you think the 
dog did? Any ideas?

The dog picked up the stick, and brought it back. He 
laid it down at Spurgeon’s feet, wagging his tail and 
looking very pleased with himself! He thought that 
he was helping Spurgeon, or perhaps he imagined 
that he wanted to play a game!

Well, Spurgeon really liked animals, and looking 
down at the happy dog, he felt quite ashamed that 
he had thrown his stick at him.  He told the dog that 
he was welcome to stay in the garden as long as he 
liked, and to come as often as he pleased.  In fact, for 

quite a while after that day, whenever the dog visited 
his garden, Spurgeon would secretly give him bones 
and other things to eat.

Spurgeon thought about the dog in his garden and 
he used the story to teach a lesson.  He had been 
cross with the dog, but the animal won Spurgeon 
over by trying to be helpful.  It is the same lesson that 
Paul teaches us in Romans 12:21, “Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good.”

If someone gets cross with you, it is easy to get cross 
back, and that leads to more trouble.  The best thing 
is to ask the Lord to help you to be kind in return, and 
then you may find that the anger of the other person 
disappears. Like the dog, you might find that your 
enemy becomes your friend!
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How do you reply when someone asks, 
“what is truth?” 

There is a famous scene in John’s Gospel when 
the Lord Jesus is being questioned by the 
governor, Pontius Pilate. We read in John 18:37, 
“Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king 
then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a 
king. To this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth. Everyone that is of the truth 
heareth my voice.” Pay attention to Pilate’s 
reply. “Pilate saith unto him, what is truth?” 
What is truth? Pilate’s cynical reply is recorded 
for us to think about. 

Pilate’s Question
Pilate was no fool. He had wrestled with this 
question for a long time. We understand why. 
After all, there were many Roman, Greek, and 
Egyptian philosophies, all claiming they were 
the truth – and all equally unsatisfactory! That 
is a lot like today, isn’t it? An estimated 10,000 
religions worldwide are all claiming to be true. 
But you cannot have 10,000 absolute truths 
contradicting themselves and claiming to be 
true! If something is true, then the opposite 
cannot also be true at the same time.  With all 
the moral and religious confusion of the day, 
Pilate had persuaded himself that there was 
no such thing as truth, that all religions were 
equally false, and that this life was all he had. 
He had no time for creeds or faith or religious 
opinion. To Pilate, “truth” had become a point 
of view rather than an absolute.  

God’s Truth
The frightening thing is that ‘the Truth’ (Jesus) 
stood directly in front of Pilate, and Pilate did 
not have the eyes to see. Pilate was blind to 
spiritual realities. Sadly, this is the condition 
of many today. The truth is near, but many are 
“willingly ignorant” and do not want to know 
God’s truth and do not want it to be true (2 
Pet. 3:5). As the old saying goes, unbelief does 
not arise so much from lack of evidence, as 

from a lack of will to believe. This is because 
of sin. Our fall into unbelief has turned us into 
practical atheists. Mercifully, this does not 
change the fact that God has revealed Himself 
in the creation and the Scriptures. If we would 
only read our Bibles we would learn that ‘truth’ 
is not only a concept, it is a Being – the glorious 
God who has revealed Himself supremely in 
the person and work of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Heb. 1: 1 & 2). 

Our definition then ought to start with God. 
The Old Testament refers to God as “the God 
of truth” (Deut. 32:4; Ps. 31:5; Isa. 65:16). 
The Scriptures teach that the heavens declare 
His glory (Ps. 19:1), and His attributes are on 
constant display (Rom. 1:20) and that everyone 
knows deep down there is a God because His 
works are written on our hearts and stamped 
on our consciences (Ps. 14:1; Rom. 2:15). We 
cannot escape the fact that reality is defined 
by God and truth flows from God who is 
truth. No wonder Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6). God is our 
starting point. He is our absolute standard for 
defining what is truth, reality and right and 
wrong. If we abandon God, we will descend 
into moral chaos. How do we evaluate social 
choices? Who gets to choose what is right and 
wrong? The majority? Instinct? Is it the case 
everyone can be ‘right’? If ‘truth’ is simply 
personal preference, how can we say genocide 
and abortion and murder are wrong? Some of 
the blackest pages in history can be traced 
to moral relativism (i.e. the idea that there 
is no absolute for ‘right’ or ‘wrong’). The gas 
chambers of Auschwitz, for instance, were 
the ultimate consequence of the idea that 
man is nothing but the product of evolution. 
As someone once said, “Men have forgotten 
God; that’s why all this has happened.” We 
live in the days of the Judges. “In those days 
there was no king in Israel: every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes” (Jud. 21:25). 
Carried to its logical conclusion, if everyone is 
right, then no one is. 

The Big Questions! 
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Your Truth
The awful truth that has plagued mankind since 
the fall is that we are all sinners before God. 
The Bible teaches that we must be saved from 
sin, hell and eternal wrath if we are to inherit 
eternal life. If we die in sin and unbelief, hell 
awaits. But the wonderful news is that God 
loves sinners and calls you to repent of sin and 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus offers 
Himself freely in the Gospel as your blood-
atoning sacrifice for sin. He would not have you 
go to a lost eternity but to forsake sin and come 
to Him in faith and repentance. “As I live, saith 
the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways, for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” 
(Ezek. 33:11). God can be trusted. What He says 
is true. It is impossible for God to lie. His Word 
is truth (Jn. 17:17). The devil is “the father of 
lies” (Jn. 8:44) and he will try to convince you 

to live as you like and ignore the Bible. If you 
listen to the devil you will be lost forever. 

Let’s return to Pilate. “Pilate saith unto him, 
What is truth? And when he had said this, he 
went out again unto the Jews…” He broke off 
the conversation at this point. It is likely the 
mention of the word “truth” touched his soul. 
Pilate found it easier to go out to the crowd 
rather than face the discomfort of a bad 
conscience. He wanted to forget. 

After reading this article, will you do the same? 
Will you read it then put it down and do other 
things and forget God’s truth? Let the words 
of Christ sink into your ears and may they be 
blessed to you: “Then said Jesus to those Jews 
which believed on him, if ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed: and ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free.” (Jn. 8:31, 32)

Dores Youth Conference 11am - 4pm
Theme: ‘Answering the call: What is God’s calling for me?”
Speaker: Rev. Tom Budgen   Venue: Church at Dores

For further details, contact Rev. Davide Ratti (01463 262251)
All Most Welcome 

Saturday 24th September 2022



The Cities of Paul the Apostle 
THESSALONICA

Paul and Silas left Philippi and headed 
south, deeper into Greece. They went to 
the local synagogue first and explained 
to the Jews that a suffering Messiah was 
necessary and was predicted in the Old 
Testament. Some believed but others were 
still prejudiced against a Saviour who had 
to die in order to save sinners (Acts 17:3-
5). They complained to the government 
about the teaching of the Apostles (vs. 
6-8), just as they had complained about 
the teaching of Jesus. They especially 
did not like the claim that Jesus was the 
Christ and King and that as the Son of God 
He was above every human government 
(including every Caesar) in authority and 
power.

Sadly, Paul and Silas were driven away 
before they could do anything further, 
but a young church had again begun in 
this city where there had been no Gospel 
before. Paul would write a letter (or an 
‘Epistle’) to them soon and encourage 

them in the midst of life and death. People 
still do not like the trouble that the Gospel 
stirs up in the hearts of sinners, and they 
want to get rid of this message which 
disturbs their peace. But we all need to 
be reconciled to God. This means getting 
rid of any false peace (for example from 
our ‘good works’) and realise that there 
is only peace with God one way and this 
peace lasts forever (Romans 5:1).

As you can see from our own country, 
when the Gospel is rejected, things get 
worse and worse in society. We must pray 
that the governing powers will return to 
the authority of the Bible, but before that 
happens the Church must first return to 
the Bible! Let us all pray for this.
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PUZZLES

Choose the correct number

Spot the
Difference

Can you spot at least 
4 differences between 
these 2 pictures? 

Jacob's Lies Write in the speech bubbles the 3 lies that Jacob told 
(Genesis 27 v 19-24) 

ALL THE PUZZLES THIS MONTH ARE TAKEN FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS

On what day did God create Adam?    __________

What age was Noah when he went into the ark? 7 v 11  __________

What age was Abraham when Isaac was born? 21 v 5 __________

How many sons did Jacob have? 35 v 22   __________

How many cows were in the king’s dream? 41 v 18-19 __________

How many chapters are there in Genesis?   __________

50 6

100 12

14 600
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Latest entries
1st prize:  Lauren Cormack (Inverness)

Runners up: Kenny MacKinnon - Partick  
Abigail Blaney, Benjamin Blaney, Bethany Blaney, Jonas 
McMurray, Seth McMurray - Ballyclare and Doagh
Sarah Nixon, Amelie MacLean - Inverness
Jospeh Clarke - Plymouth Baptist Church 
Catherine MacInnes, Seumas MacInnes - Lochalsh and Strath 
Euan Grant, Seumas Grant - Knockbain Free Church 
Alasdair Morrison - Ness 
Ellie Joy MacKay, Charles MacKay - Tarbat
---------------------------------------------
Abigail Blaney (Ballyclare and Doagh): 20 Entries 

Name: ..............................................................................

Age: .......................................

Congregation: ..................................................................

Address:  ...........................................................................

...........................................................................................

PUZZLES
Take all the extra letters and write them below to find what God promised Jacob 
(Genesis 28 v 10-22)Jacob’s Dream

Stone    Vow    Bethel    Earth   
Heaven    Angels    Dream    Jacob

Puzzle your ways through Genesis  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Take all the extra letters and write them below to find what God promised Jacob (Genesis 28 v 10-22) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

    
           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

J A C O B B E H O L 

D N I A D R E A M M 

W G I T H V O W Y O 

U E A E A R T H N D 

W L I L L S T O N E 

K S E E B E T H E L 

P Y O H E A V E N U 

Vow 

Angels 

Dream 

Jacob 

Heaven 

Earth 

Bethel 

Stone 

......................................................

......................................................


