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I once read a story about a wise crow. The story began 
with a group of men who worked on a building site. They 
had been hard at work for some hours and were very 
glad when it was time for their lunch break. They all had 
sandwiches and other snacks and as they were finishing 
up eating they threw most of the scraps which were left 
to some birds which were watching from near at hand. 
The birds were delighted and quickly began to fight over 
the biggest pieces. 

Among those birds was a crow who noticed one particularly 
large piece of bread lying by itself and, as yet, unnoticed 
by the rest of the birds. The crow knew that if he tried to 
take away this big piece the others would notice what he 
was doing, rush over and in the ensuing fight he would 
probably lose most, if not all, of the bread. What could 
he do to make sure that he got that piece of bread all 
for himself? Maybe you have a little smile on your face 
as you read these words because you are remembering 
times when you have also planned how you might get the 
biggest share of some particularly tasty treat! Times when 
your brain has worked overtime as you try and figure out 
a way of getting your hands on it without brothers, sisters 
or friends even noticing!  I wonder what you would have 
done if you were that bird on the building site?

A PLAN
The crow’s eye fell on a large sheet of wet newspaper 
lying nearby and he carefully took the paper in his beak 
and after pulling it across he slipped it over the piece 
of bread. He didn’t try and take the bread away, he did 
something very clever; he hid it from the other birds! 
After a while all the bits of bread which lay around had 
been eaten up and one by one all the other birds flew 
away. The builders watched in amazement as the crow 
went up to the newspaper, pulled it away and grabbing 
the slice of bread he flew off to enjoy it in peace! He had 
made sure that he got what he wanted.

A PARABLE
This story reminds us of a story Jesus told. In the story 
which you can read about in Matthew 13:44 the Lord 
spoke of a man who was digging in a field. As he dug away 
he came across some buried treasure. Many people have 
dreamed of finding buried treasure and you can imagine 

A WISE 
CROW!



Spring is in the air! Daffodils and snowdrops are 
beginning to appear and the birds are getting busy 
building their nests.  The appearance of Spring reminds 
us of God's promise to Noah following the flood that, 
"While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day 
and night shall not cease". (Genesis 8:22) As I watched 
the birds flying back and forth it struck me that they 
could teach us a number of valuable lessons. 

In the first place they are making good use of their 
time. As they prepare their nests they cannot afford 
to waste time and allow the Spring to pass without 
making progress. The nest has to be prepared in time 
for the eggs and all of this has to fit into the cycle of the 
seasons. A nest that isn't ready until October is going 
to be of no use whatsoever. The Bible reminds us that, 
"To everything there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven". (Ecclesiastes 3:1) The Bible 
also makes clear that God has given us time in this world 
to prepare for eternity and it is most important that we 
use that time well. God warns us against delaying or 
neglecting the needs of our souls. We are to seek the 
Lord "while he may be found" and call on him "while 
he is near". (Isaiah 55:6) we need to remember that 
"now is the accepted time: behold, now is the day of 
salvation". (2 Corinthians 6:2)

We can also learn from the birds as they use what God 
has provided for them. "Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly father feedeth them. Are ye 
not much better than they?". (Matthew 6:26) The Lord 
has given all of us many blessings and privileges and we 
must use them to His glory and for the good of our souls. 
We should be thankful to the Lord and trust Him as we 
build for eternity. Where will your 'nest' be in eternity?

Murdo A N Macleod
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how excited the man was. What did he do? Well, first of all, 
a little like the crow, he made sure that he would actually 
be able to claim the treasure for himself. Jesus tells us that 
the man went and bought that field. Now it seems that 
the field was very expensive and in order to get enough 
money to buy it the man had to sell everything he had, 
but he didn’t mind, because he knew there was treasure 
hidden in the field. 

REAL TREASURE
The Lord tells us about the great treasures of the Gospel: 
forgiveness of sin, peace with God and eternal life. He often 
reminded people that they must make sure of getting this 
treasure for themselves and not let anything (or anyone) 
get in their way. We must not let anything stop us getting to 
heaven. There are many things in our own lives and in the 
world around us which would stand in our way. Our sins, of 
which we are so fond, will make us lose our treasure, sins 
such as our bad habits and, above all else, our rejection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The man the Lord was speaking of 
gave up everything in order to get his hands on the treasure 
and we must be willing to give up our sin if we are going 
to get to heaven. Maybe you are beginning to understand 
that sin has a tight hold on your heart and you are unable 
to break away. You need the Lord to come and break the 
power of sin in your life and make you able and willing to 
leave sin behind and turn to the Lord Jesus Christ.

We need to be as wise as the crow. Just as the crow had 
to take care that the other birds didn’t steal his treasure, 
we also need to take care we don’t lose eternal life. Satan 
and this world are like the other birds which would take 
the treasure of eternal life away from us and we need to 
be alert to this danger. Unlike the crow we can’t manage 
any of this by ourselves because Satan is far too clever and 
will outwit us very easily. The good news is that we don’t 
need to try and do it all by ourselves, indeed we mustn’t! 
The Lord is more than ready to hear our cries for help and 
he is able to deliver us from the clutches of our enemies. 

The next time you see some birds fighting over some 
crumbs remember the story of the wise crow and ask 
yourself if you are as wise as that bird was. In the meantime 
why don’t you fetch a Bible and look up Matthew 13:44 
and learn it by heart.



THE LIFE OF 
SAMUEL (4)
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We continue this month looking at the Old Testament 
prophet Samuel. We have learnt about Samuel's early 
life and the way in which he led Israel wisely; helping 
them serve the Lord and defeat their enemies. This 
month we are going to look at Samuel and his sons 
and you can read the verses for yourself from 1 Samuel 
7:15 to the end of the following chapter.  

SAMUEL'S SONS 
Samuel went from place to place each year and brought 
God's Word to the people. He did this faithfully until he 
died. (1 Samuel 7: 15-16) He would have hoped that his 
sons would also be good, faithful men of God who could 
continue his work after he died. Sadly, his sons were 
very different to Samuel. We see from chapter 8 that 
they were more interested in money than in serving God. 
They stole money from the people and were unfaithful 
cheats. As you plan ahead in your life is getting money 
and becoming rich one of your goals? I hope that is not 
more important to you than having the Lord in your life. 
Sadly, for many people it is far more important than it 
should be.

ISRAEL REJECT SAMUEL'S 
SONS AND ASK FOR A KING

The people saw what Samuel's sons were like. They did 
not like them or trust them and they did not want these 
men to lead them after Samuel was gone. The people 
of Israel began to ask for a king who would reign over 
them. (1 Samuel 8:5) Samuel warned them that this 
was an act of disobedience to God. He told them that 
the king they would get would make them miserable 

and God would not hear their cries because of their 
disobedience. We must not expect approval from God 
or peace in our conscience if we disobey God's Word. 
Eventually God gave them what they wanted but as 
Samuel had predicted the king turned out to be a 
disappointment and brought sadness and trouble into 
their land. When God is rejected by the people, his true 
servants (like Samuel) will also be rejected. The Lord 
Jesus said this would happen to his servants. (John 
16:1-4)

The people heard the Word of God from Samuel, but 
they thought that simply hearing it was enough. They did 
not think about what he said or how it applied to their 
own hearts and lives. When they heard anything which 
they did not like they rejected that and by doing this they 
also rejected God himself! (1 Samuel 8:7) They wanted a 
king so that they could be 'like all the nations'. (1 Samuel 
8:5) They wanted to be like the ungodly nations around 
them but they completely forgot, or ignored, the fact 
that they were never meant to be like the other nations. 
God had redeemed them from slavery in Egypt and set 
them apart as a special nation who would be totally 
different to the nations which were around them. They 
were meant to be an example to these other nations 
but sadly, once again, Israel copied those around them 
instead of showing them a good, godly example. We 
should not try and copy the ways of this world and when 
we are tempted to do so we should remember that this 
never leads to blessing or peace in our lives. Following 
the crowd is never a good idea if the crowd are all going 
in the wrong direction!
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The 

CHRISTIAN 
ARMOUR

3. The BreasTplaTe 
of righTeousness

We have now spent a few months looking at the armour 
and weapons which the Lord has given to his people 
to assist them in their struggle with Satan and sin. In 
Ephesians chapter 6 we find a list of God’s provisions. 
In our last article we thought about the belt, or girdle, 
of truth and this month we are going to look at the next 
item: the breastplate of righteousness.  “Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. Stand 
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness”. (Ephesians 
6: 11 & 14)

The breastplate of righteousness is the righteousness of 
Christ which is given to the Christian. We are not saved 
through our own righteousness; we have none. The big 
mistake which many people make is to imagine that they 
do have a righteousness of their own. They think of their 
various good deeds and hope that because of them they 
will earn God’s favour and be admitted to heaven. The 
Apostle Paul thought in this way before he was converted 
but the Lord showed Paul that his own works and his own 
efforts could never save him. Ever after that Paul wanted 
to have Christ’s righteousness. (Philippians 3:8-9) This 
righteousness is received, put on and kept by faith. It can 
never be lost and the power of God protects us. (1 Peter 1:5 
& Romans 1:16)

In the soldier’s armour, the breastplate covers the heart and 
it is in the heart that we believe. A Christian can suffer 
many wounds but so long as the heart of faith is protected 
then, “whosoever believeth in him” (Jesus Christ) shall 
“not perish, but have everlasting life”. (John 3:16) The 
righteousness of God is our defence against the accusations 
of conscience, the Law and the devil.

The Christian soon discovers that they are no match for the 
power of sin and the cunning of the devil. All our promises 
and good plans will soon be overcome by sin. There is 
only one way to victory and that is through trusting in 
Christ and his perfect righteousness. In Revelation we 
have a beautiful picture of the victorious Christian, “And 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony;”. (Revelation 12:11)

It is only by trusting ourselves to Christ and his 
righteousness that we can go forward with hope and 
confidence, ‘Looking unto Jesus’. (Hebrews 12:2)



GOD’S GREAT 
KINGDOM

(Mark 4:30 - 32) 
Right next to my old primary school stood a magnificent 
oak tree.  I passed it every day walking to school, and 
it’s still there. 

I have no idea how old it is, but I know this: it started off 
as a tiny acorn. Someone planted it many, many years 
ago and over time it grew and grew. 

It’s amazing how something so big was once so small! 
I’m sure you have planted plenty of seeds and watched 
them grow into flowers over the years. It’s wonderful to 
watch, isn’t it? How amazing plant life is! 

In this famous parable of the mustard seed, Jesus said, 
“Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with 
what comparison shall we compare it? It is like a grain 
of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is 
less than all the seeds that be in the earth: But when it 
is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all 
herbs…” (v.30)

Mustard seeds are tiny. In Jesus’ day they were spoken 
of as being amongst the very smallest of seeds. If you 
held just one seed in your hand and you accidentally 
dropped it onto the ground, you would have a hard time 
finding it – it’s that small. Yet, when it is fully grown it 
is greater than most. Jesus used this picture to teach us 
how the kingdom of heaven grows. 

Small Beginnings 
“It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is 
sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the 
earth…”

Jesus Christ came into the world to establish an everlasting 
kingdom. It is not an earthly one, because Jesus said, 
“My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36) but a 
spiritual one: “The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 
17:21). All over the world today there are men and 
women and boys and girls in whose hearts Jesus reigns. 
Jesus called this the ‘kingdom of God.’ There have been 
lots of people who have believed in Jesus. But that was 

not always so. In fact, the kingdom of God began with 
only a handful of followers! 

Jesus’ first disciples numbered only twelve. Though He 
addressed lots of people, most of the time He preached 
only to His twelve disciples. Many flocked to hear Jesus 
at first, but when He began to preach to them about 
salvation, and the need to repent, they lost interest and 
drifted away. Jesus asked the twelve at one point, “Will 
ye also go away?” (Jn. 6:67). That’s a serious question. 
Will you go away? Are you going to follow Jesus, even 
if most don’t?

Despite only a handful of followers, Jesus sent them 
into the world to preach the gospel. Imagine! They had 
no formal education, no power, no money, yet in their 
Saviour’s strength they “turned the world upside down” 
(Acts 17:6). Small, humble beginnings indeed!

Mighty Growth
“But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh 
greater than all the herbs…” (v.32)

The Gospel soon began to spread throughout the 
Mediterranean area. Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the disciples preached the gospel and the effect 
was tremendous. The book of Acts records the success of 
the early church. At one point, three thousand became 
Christians at once, and five thousand more a few 
days after! What began as a tiny mustard seed now 
started to grow into an impressive tree. Jesus told the 
disciples they would be His witnesses and, beginning 
with Jerusalem, the Gospel spread to Judea, to Samaria 
and to the rest of the world – eventually reaching Great 
Britain itself! (Acts 1:8). One ancient historian reckoned 
it took no more than ten years from the time of Pentecost 
for the Gospel to reach our shores. That is amazing, 
considering that in Jesus’ day there was no such thing 
as social media! Yet, the gospel went ‘viral.’ It spread 
everywhere and soon, like a mighty tree, the church 
began to grow and grow. How do we explain this? Ah, 
the finger of God!
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use ‘mountains’ to make our faith bigger and stronger, 
so that we glorify Him more! 

Comfortable Lodgings 
“… and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of 
the air may lodge under the shadow of it” (v.32)

Mustard plants grow up to 15ft high, and the birds come 
and nest in its branches. Birds are drawn to mighty 
trees. They like safe, comfy homes to nest. Unlike the 
birds however, we need to be drawn to Jesus; He draws 
us (John 6:44).When we repent of sin and believe in 
Him we find a safe place, comfortable lodgings! There 
is safety and provision when we turn to Jesus. 

Have you turned to Jesus? Think of the many benefits 
He offers! He forgives sin and makes poor sinners new 
creatures in Him. Have you found a home for your soul? 
How do you see your own church? There may only be 
a handful on a Lord’s Day, but never forget the lesson 
of the mustard seed. The church is growing all over the 
world, and if you know Jesus Christ, you are a member 
of His kingdom. Take time today to praise God for this 
glorious truth! 

The secret to their success lies in our Lord’s closing words 
to the disciples in Matthew 28:20, “and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” Christ promised 
to be with them, no matter what. Although Jesus was not 
present with them in a physical way, He had promised 
His Spirit would fill and empower them to preach the 
Gospel. Using weak, stumbling and often erring people, 
the Lord Jesus saved thousands. This is how He works 
today. He uses weak men to preach the unsearchable 
riches of the Gospel, and when the Spirit blesses the 
work, untold multitudes are saved and brought into the 
kingdom.

What do you think the lesson is? Surely, it’s this: Nothing 
can stop the growth of this kingdom. It has always 
prevailed despite the difficulties and its enemies. The 
church will grow. 

I think there is a lesson here for our faith, too. Do you 
think your faith is small and weak? Take encouragement 
from the parable of the mustard seed. Jesus said, “if ye 
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 
this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 
shall remove, and nothing shall be impossible unto you” 
(Matt. 17:20). Isn’t that encouraging? How Jesus can 
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PEOPLE IN THE LIFE OF RUTH 

1.  To which country did Elimelech and his family move at a time of famine?

_______________________________________________________________

2.  When Naomi and Ruth arrived in Israel together where did they make their home?

_______________________________________________________________

3.  Ruth was married, at different times, to two of these men. Can you give their names?

_______________________________________________________________

Fit these people into the grid. Start 
with the longest name first and the 
rest will fit in around it.

Naomi

Boaz

Elimelech

Mahlon 

Chilion

Orpah

Obed 

Mara 


