
February 2021

Free

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

Explorerthe



Subscription Details

The Explorer is published by the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) and is supplied free with the Witness 
magazine which is published monthly. The subscription 
rates for 2021 are:

UK     £33.50
Europe (Airmail)    £35.00
Overseas (Airmail)   £40.00

Congregations ordering the Witness are encouraged 
to make bulk orders at the reduced rate of £30 per 
subscription per year. The Explorer, being free, may be 
ordered separately for Sabbath Schools.

Subscriptions and orders should be sent to:
Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson
‘Gleann Beag’, 4 Balmeanach, Braes, 
Portree, Isle of Skye IV51 9NH
Tel: 01478 650360
Email: subscriptions@fccontinuing.org

Puzzles

Young folk are encouraged to complete the various 
puzzles in the magazine and send them in to:
Miss Anne Macaulay 
30 Mackenzie Place,
Maryburgh IV7 8DY
Email: macaulayanne@hotmail.co.uk

Younger readers who find the questions too hard may like 
to do a drawing based on one of the articles and send it 
to the same address.

Contact the Editor

Rev. Murdo A N Macleod
Free Church Manse, Skeabost Bridge, 
Isle of Skye IV51 9NP 
Tel: 01470 532725
Email: explorer@fccontinuing.org

Design by: Donald Smith Graphic Design

(Unattributed articles ought not to be 
considered the work of the Editor) 

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Twitter:
@fccscot

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org

The Explorer 2

I wonder if his name means anything to you? He 
lived many years ago but he is still a good example 
of a faithful follower of the Lord Jesus. He was born 
around about the year 1485 and was obviously a very 
talented man. He trained as a Roman Catholic priest 
and quickly became a teacher in Cambridge University. 
In his younger years he gave unquestioning loyalty 
to his church. He knew about the growing Protestant 
Reformation which was still at an early stage and he 
had no sympathy for any of the reformers. A number 
of Latimer’s students began to question some of the 
teachings of the Church of Rome and Latimer warned 
anyone who would listen not to believe them.

A GREAT CHANGE
On one occasion he was approached by a man called 
Thomas Bilney, who by this stage had been converted 
to Christ and wanted to bring Latimer to share the 
same Saviour he himself had found. Bilney shared his 
testimony with Hugh Latimer. He emphasised that he 
had found hope by looking to Christ alone as Saviour 
and spoke of the wonderful message of 1 Timothy 1:15 
that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief”. This meeting had a great effect on 
Latimer. He obtained a copy of the New Testament and 
began to read it. He slowly began to understand that 
only Christ could save him from his sins.

TROUBLE
As his understanding of the Bible grew, Latimer could not 
keep silent. Soon he began to teach others that neither 
the Church nor their own good works could ever bring 
them to heaven; only the crucified and risen Lord could 
do that for them. Of course this led to trouble for Hugh 
Latimer and very soon the Bishop of Ely came to see 
what Latimer had to say for himself. Despite opposition 
he was able, for a time, to preach openly which he did 
boldly. 

In the meantime his friend Thomas Bilney was also 
preaching in London and throughout the east of England. 
In 1527 he was arrested on the orders of Cardinal Wolsey, 
the most important and powerful man the Roman 
Church had in this country at that time. Under great 
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I am writing this on the evening of New Year's Day. 
After the service at church we had lunch and went 
out for a walk in a forest area near our home. It has 
been cold and frosty here for some days and the trees 
and hills looked very beautiful. We had climbed up 
a path which, at various points,  divided into two; 
one path going one direction whilst the other took 
a slightly different route. On our way back down 
the hillside we failed to notice that at one of these 
junctions we took a different route to the one we had 
followed on our way up. Slowly we began to notice 
that the places we were now passing did not seem 
at all familiar; none of us could recall having passed 
these points before. The track also got steeper and 
more difficult to navigate. As it is a small forest and 
we knew the right direction to go in we were able to 
make it back to the car with only a short delay. Of 
course, on a longer walk in unfamiliar surroundings 
our mistake could have been more serious.

It is easy to take the wrong path in life. Often the wrong 
road, like the wrong path we took, seems much the 
same as the right way. The Bible tells us that "There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death." (Proverbs 14:12) We 
need the Lord to keep us right; like David we should 
pray, "Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths". 
(Psalm 25:4) The wrong road in life can lead us into 
terrible danger and it tends with every passing year 
to lead us further and further away from the Lord. If, 
like the prodigal son,  you have taken the wrong road 
it is very important that you seek the Lord's help to get 
back onto the good path which leads to life. You might 
feel lost and unsure where you are in life but the Lord 
knows exactly where you are and He has the power to 
bring us into the right way and keep us in it until we 
reach the end of our journey in this world.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editorpressure and in fear of his life Bilney agreed to change 
his teachings and return to the errors of the Roman 
Church. After his release Bilney returned to Cambridge a 
sad man full of shame and despair. Hugh Latimer did not 
abandon his old friend but encouraged him to repent 
and look to the Lord for forgiveness. Bilney did indeed 
repent and died at the stake in 1531. Bilney’s mistake 
and the great grief which came with it made Latimer 
all the more determined not to follow his friend’s bad 
example, no matter what trouble or persecution might 
come his way. 

HENRY VIII
Latimer came to the attention of King Henry VIII. The king 
had his own reasons for supporting Latimer and in 1535 
Henry appointed him as Bishop of Worcester. The people 
of Worcester had never had a Bishop like this. He visited 
the people and preached the Gospel to them. He insisted 
that all the preachers in his area would preach only the 
Word of God. He also opposed the use of images of God 
which is forbidden by the Second Commandment. 

His faithful preaching eventually brought the wrath of 
the authorities upon him. He could not support the 
king’s plans for the future of the Church of England and 
in 1546 Hugh Latimer was arrested and thrown into 
the Tower of London where he awaited his execution. 
However the Lord had other plans and after the death of 
Henry VIII Latimer was released. Henry’s nine-year-old 
son was crowned King Edward VI and Latimer and his 
friends had a new freedom to preach the pure Gospel. 
Despite the danger of upsetting powerful people Latimer 
was absolutely fearless and he often told his friends, 
‘Preaching the Gospel will cost me my life.’

LATIMER’S DEATH
In the summer of 1553 King Edward died at the age 
of 15. He was succeeded by Queen Mary who hated 
Latimer and all he stood for. Although Hugh Latimer was 
no longer based in London he was soon arrested and 
found himself back in the Tower. There he spent his days 
in prayer and the careful study of the New Testament. In 
March 1554 he and two other reformers were moved to 
Oxford where they would face a trial. At his trial Latimer 
was as bold and clear as ever. He made very clear that he 
would not, could not, turn from God’s Word even if it led 
to his being burned at the stake. That was exactly what 
happened. He was burnt to death along with another 
brave reformer called Nicholas Ridley. As the soldiers 
lit the fire, Latimer said, ‘Be of good comfort, Master 
Ridley, and play the man. We shall this day light such a 
candle, by God’s grace in England, as I trust shall never 
be put out.’ These were more or less his final words. 
Perhaps as we read about these men we need to ask 
ourselves whether we know and love the Lord as they 
did and whether we share the same confident hope in 
Christ which made them able to face difficulty and even 
death for Jesus’ sake.
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THE LIFE OF 
SAMUEL (2)
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Last month we began a new series of articles looking 
at the Old Testament prophet Samuel. We learnt 
about Samuel's mother and saw how important she 
was in his life. This month the story has moved on a 
few years and focuses on 1 Samuel 1:20 - 3:18. 

SAMUEL GOES TO SHILOH
Samuel's mother had promised before the birth of the 
child that she would give him to the Lord for a lifetime 
of service. As soon as the child was old enough she 
fulfilled her promise. Sadly we often break our promises, 
don't we? Hannah might have found many excuses for 
not keeping her word; it cannot have been easy for her 
to take the child and leave him at Shiloh but she is 
faithful to her promise. At Shiloh Samuel assists Eli, the 
priest, in the Tabernacle. Samuel had been taught by 
his parents and now he gets further teaching from Eli. 

Although Samuel was serving in the Lord's house we are 
told that he 'did not yet know the LORD'. (1 Samuel 3:7) 
Samuel needed to hear God's voice in order to follow 
him, as sheep follow their shepherd. (John 10:27) It 
is when God's word comes with the Spirit's power (not 
just man's power) that conversion happens to young 
and old. No doubt his parents prayed for him but they 
could not put God's grace and power into his soul; only 
the Holy Spirit can do that. Teaching children has been 
compared to throwing stones onto an icy pond. The 
stones cannot penetrate through the ice, they lie on the 
surface, but when the sun comes out, the ice melts and 
the stones go down into the deep. God's Word works in 
a similar way. It lies on the cold, stony heart, but when 
God's Spirit and the 'Sun of righteousness' (Malachi 4:2) 

begins to shine the ice begins to melt. When the Lord 
revealed himself to Samuel all that teaching which he 
had received went deep down into his heart.

SAMUEL HEARS GOD'S VOICE
You can read for yourselves the way in which God called 
Samuel one night at Shiloh. At first he is confused, 
thinking it was old Eli who was calling out his name but 
at last he comes to understand that it was God himself. 
We do not expect to have this sort of experience. God 
speaks to us now through his Word and in the Bible we 
hear God's voice speaking to us. It is important that we 
remember this every time we read it or hear it read. It 
is not the voice of the minister or even the voice of the 
person who wrote that particular chapter we are hearing 
but the Lord's voice. How important then that we do not 
ignore what it says.

God gave the young boy his Word and he does not hide 
it from Eli, even though it was difficult to share what 
God had said about the punishment which was going to 
come upon Eli's family for their wickedness. (1 Samuel 
3:18) We are not to keep back from others anything 
which God has said, although it may offend them.

Samuel heard God's voice in the House of God. Do you 
go there to hear God's voice? Do you pray that God will 
speak to you from his Word and melt your heart so that 
you will come to love Christ, hear his Word and follow 
him? It is a prayer you will not regret. The Lord says to 
all, including children,' Follow me'. Samuel heard God's 
voice when he was young and followed him; what about 
you?
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CHRISTIAN 
ARMOUR
1. The enemy

We do not live in a peaceful world. Even if we get 
on well with other people, there is still the devil and 
his angels to battle with. They hate those who fol-
low Christ and also do all they can to stop any oth-
ers from beginning to follow the Lord. The Bible 
has many warnings about Satan and the danger 
he poses. It also has many pieces of helpful advice 
for the struggle with Satan and sin. In Ephesians 
chapter 6 we have a very famous passage in which 
the Apostle Paul, inspired, of course by the Holy 
Spirit, gives us a picture of the armour which the 
Lord has given to his people as they battle with the 
enemy. In this series of articles we will look at the 
various pieces of armour and weaponry which the 
great King himself has provided for those soldiers 
who are on his side.

We need this armour because the enemy targets the Chris-
tian in a very particular way. With other enemies we can 
at least see them but we cannot see this enemy and that 
makes the fight all the more difficult. However God knows 
all Satan’s devices and sees them all before he ever makes 
a move!  God knows very well Satan’s hatred, power and 
plots. What a blessing that the Lord has also given us ar-
mour for the fight.

Before we begin to look at the different parts of the armour 
let’s spend a little time thinking about the enemy. The devil 
keeps the world in a false sense of security. He has per-
suaded many that he does not exist and they joke about 
him as if he was a fable. He also blinds their minds (2 
Corinthians 4:4) as to the danger lying beyond death. He 
also does his best to keep them in ignorance about Christ 
and his power and willingness to save them. He persuades 
sinners that Christ is no more than a dead religious leader, 
just a sort of legend.

At the same time he does all he can to attract sinners to 
commit more sin. He also distracts them from the conse-
quences of sin and even persuades governments to legalise 
sin. The enemy is cunning and he never becomes weary as 
we do. This fallen angel works day and night in his rebel-
lion against God. Until the end of the world he will keep 
up this fight against God and his people and will take as 
many sinners to hell with him as he can.

He cannot destroy God’s people but he can cause them 
great suffering. We cannot attack him; he is too powerful 
for us but God calls us to resist him and, as we noted ear-
lier, he provides us with armour and weapons. In future 
articles we will begin to look at what God has provided 
for his people in their struggles. “Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.” (Ephesians 6: 10 – 11)



A USELESS TREE 
When I was young, my parents had an old apple 
tree in their garden. Although it was big, it hardly 
produced any fruit, and when it did, the apples didn’t 
taste nice. I remember my dad saying, “This tree is a 
waste of space.”

It wasn’t long before he cut it down. 

This is exactly what we find in the parable of the fig 
tree (Luke 13:6–9). Jesus tells the story of a fig tree that 
was well looked after but didn’t yield any fruit. For three 
years the owner came looking for fruit but always went 
home disappointed (v.7). In the end, it was a waste of 
space (v.7). The owner was about to cut it down. But 
before he does, his servant begs him to wait a while 
and to let him have another go (v.8&9), assuring him he 
would cut it down himself if it still bore no fruit.  

What’s interesting about this parable is its link to v.1–5 
of the same chapter. Read them. Luke tells us about two 
terrible disasters. One was the result of Pilate’s horrible 
command (v.1) and the other was an accident (v.4). The 
people interpreted them as judgments sent by God to 
punish the wicked (vs. 2 & 4). The Jews thought they 
deserved it. But Jesus corrects them by saying those 
who died were no more guilty than they were. They 
should have realised greater judgment was coming to 
all the world and except they repented, they would “all 
likewise perish.” 

In other words, the right response to national disasters 
(whatever they may be) is always repentance. We ought 

never to judge others but ourselves. Israel kept ignoring 
Jesus and His message. They weren’t producing “fruit.” 
They were like a barren fig-tree, and God – the owner 
– was threatening them with greater judgment. The two 
disasters Jesus mentions were “little” ones that were 
stepping stones to “bigger” ones. That’s why Jesus 
told the parable. Israel was the fig tree. God was the 
owner. Despite three years of repeatedly hearing Jesus’ 
message, there was still no response. So, God began to 
visit them in judgment. 

Let’s learn three lessons from this parable. 

Firstly, God looks for repentance in your life 
The owner came looking for fruit. God looks for fruit in 
your life. He looks under the branches and under the 
leaves and thoroughly “inspects” every part. Are you 
sorry for your sins? Has God found repentance in your 
heart? “How do I produce this fruit?” you ask. Jesus 
says in John 15:5: “I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me, ye can do nothing.” We 
will never produce this special fruit unless we belong to 
Jesus. Only then we are given the power to repent. 

Secondly, God reminds us we need to repent 
God uses His Word to tell us. But He also uses the world to 
remind us. Israel was “shaken” by two national disasters. 
God was angry with them. He was shaking them. He 
was “digging” around the fig tree and unsettling them 
(v.8). An old writer once said, “God whispers to us in 
our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in 
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be axed. God gives men plenty of time to repent. But 
eventually time will run out. Time is precious. “Now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 
6:2). Are you using your time wisely? What a wonderful 
thing we have “time” to repent! God is watching you and 
testing you to see if your response to everything you see 
happening in the world around you is repentance. 

Life is uncertain. We have no way of knowing what will 
happen. Who would have thought the world would at 
once be struck by COVID-19? The only way to face 
the uncertainties of life is to live in certain repentance. 
Israel should have been listening to Jesus. Instead, they 
ignored Him. Many today still ignore Jesus. They won’t 
go to church. They don’t read their Bibles. Sadly, on the 
Day of Judgment they will be cast out. God is angry 
with our nation but like Israel, we are not listening to the 
warning signs. 

Are you? “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 

our pains. It is His megaphone (or loudspeaker) to rouse 
(or waken) a deaf world.” The trouble was, Israel wasn’t 
listening. Despite having the promised Saviour in their 
midst, and watching two massive disasters unfold, they 
still failed to repent.  

Let’s think about today. What is happening in the world? 
COVID-19. Perhaps you haven’t been able to get to 
school. Perhaps you can’t get out to church. Perhaps 
you can’t see your friends. It’s happening everywhere. 
Do you think COVID-19 is God’s “loudspeaker” to the 
world and to the church to remind us we all need to 
repent? If Jesus was here today, and we asked what 
He thought of COVID-19, He would simply answer and 
say, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” God 
is shouting to the world and to you: ‘Are you ready? 
Prepare to meet thy God.’ 

Thirdly, God gives us time to repent 
The tree was given one more year and then it would 
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Find the names of the wives of these men hidden in the puzzle above. 
Remember some of them had more than one wife and one of them had three.

(We should remember that having more than one husband or wife at the same time is sinful.)

Abraham  _______________ / _______________ / _______________

Adam  _______________

Ananias  _______________

Boaz   _______________

Elimelech _______________

Elkanah  _______________ / _______________

Isaac   _______________

Jacob  _______________ / _______________

Joseph (In the New Testament)   _______________

Zacharias   _______________
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HUSBANDS & WIVES IN THE BIBLE


