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It was Elsie’s birthday. Elsie had been unable to contain her 
excitement. She had not stopped talking about it for days – 
much to the annoyance of her little brother, James. 

Her birthday fell on a Saturday, and that meant no school. Mum 
had carefully arranged Elsie’s presents on the kitchen table 
the night before. When she awoke, she raced into the kitchen, 
gasped at her presents and launched herself into Mum and Dad’s 
bedroom, “It’s my birthday! It’s my birthday! I’ll wake James!”

“What time is it?” asked Dad in a sleepy voice, checking his 
watch. No answer came from Mum – she was still asleep. 

Before long everyone was up. Mum was making pancakes. 
James was eyeing up Elsie’s presents, and Dad was drinking his 
second cup of coffee, trying not to yawn. Elsie was giddy. 

Once breakfast was over, Elsie opened her presents. To her 
delight, she received a collection of books, an art set, clothes 
and a unicorn toy she had spotted in a toy shop. “Oh, they’re 
perfect! Thank you!”

James, however, was quiet. “Whatever is the matter, James?” 
asked Mum. But James made no reply.  

Later in the day, they were treated to a surprise visit from 
Granny. She appeared at the door laden with cakes and a big 
box. Elsie and James ran to meet her and were greeted with a 
warm hug. 

“Oh, how lovely to see you both!” she exclaimed. “Happy 
Birthday Elsie! You’re eleven years old! My, my!” 

“Thank you, Granny!” beamed Elsie. “Come and see what 
Mummy and Daddy got me!” 

“Yes dear,” chuckled Granny as she made her way inside. “And 
how is my wee James?” she asked. But James didn’t say anything 
– much to Granny’s puzzlement.   

“What’s in the box, Granny?” asked Elsie. 

“That’s a present for you, Elsie.”

“Can I help, Elsie?” asked James nervously.  

“No James!” shouted Elsie suddenly, “It’s my birthday! It’s my 
present! Go away!”

With that, James burst into tears and ran off to his room. 

“Elsie, that wasn’t nice,” said Dad softly. “He’s only seven. He 
just wants to be part of the fun.” 

“It’s OK. I’ll calm him down,” reassured Granny. 

Granny stepped into James’ room and found him sobbing 
uncontrollably on his bed. “James? Whatever is the matter? You 
didn’t say hello at the door. That’s not like you.”

“Elsie has lots of presents and I have none!” bawled James.

“Ah, come to Granny,” she said, sitting James up on her knee. 
“Now, dry those tears and listen. It’s Elsie’s birthday, and I know 
she shouldn’t have snapped at you, but she’s only excited. 
Sometimes, we find it difficult to be happy for others. But Jesus 
says we must love one another. And that means being happy for 
one another, and not thinking about what we want. If you love 
Jesus, Jesus wants you to love your sister and be happy for her.”

By now, James had calmed down. “I just wanted to unwrap a 
present,” he stuttered. 

“I know,” Granny replied. “Come with me. I have something for 
you too.” 

When James returned to the kitchen, Elsie looked guilty. “I’m 
sorry, James,” she replied. “I shouldn’t have snapped at you. Do 
you want to help unwrap my presents?”

James smiled and shook his head, wiping away a tear. “It’s OK, 
Elsie. I’m sorry. It’s your birthday.”

“Now,” said Granny. “Here is your present, Elsie” – then, turning 
to James with a wink, she said, “and here’s yours. A wee treat 
from Granny, since I haven’t seen you in ages!” 

As Elsie unwrapped her present, James unwrapped his.  “A 
colour-in cardboard house!” gasped Elsie, “Thank you, Granny!” 
James held up his new action toy. “Thank you, Granny,” he 
smiled. 

“Oh, you’re welcome. Now, let’s have some of that cake!” 

At family worship, the Millers gave thanks for Elsie’s birthday. 
“It’s good to receive gifts, Elsie,” said Dad as he closed his Bible, 
“but the greatest gift is the Lord Jesus. Isn’t that right, Granny?” 

“Absolutely,” she replied, nodding her head. “He gives new 
hearts and new life. These are things that money cannot buy – 
not even Granny!” 

“It’s lovely to celebrate birthdays,” said Dad. “And it’s important 
to be happy for each other. But Jesus spoke of another birthday. 
A special birthday. He said, ‘Except a man be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Let us all make sure we are 
born again. This is the best gift in the world.” 

Read John Chapter 3. Can you think of another reason why Jesus 
said to Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again?” Are you born 
again? 

Elsie & James 
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BIBLE CLASS GRADE
(13 took part in the examination)
Prize winner:  Susanna Jean MacDonald, Stornoway

Ayr – Sarah Craig
Cross – Annie MacDonald, Murray MacDonald, 
Felicity MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod
Duthil-Dores – Lewis Fraser, Jonathan Brooks, Callum 
Arie Morrison, Elizabeth Keddie, Thomas Keddie
Stornoway – Lydia MacDonald, 
Susanna Jean MacDonald, John MacDonald

SABBATH SCHOOL GRADE 2
(11 took part in the examination)
Prize winner:  Lois Brooks, Duthil-Dores 

Cross – Owen MacDonald, Kenny MacLeod
Duthil-Dores – Calvin Nicolson, Annabell Nicolson, 
Anna Marie Morrison, Lois Brooks, Hannah Keddie, 
Katie Bell, Joanna Brooks
Stornoway – Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth 
MacDonald

Sabbath School and Bible Class 
Examinations 2020 – 2021
HERE ARE THE NAMES OF ALL THOSE WHO TOOK 

PART IN THE EXAMINATIONS AND PRIZE WINNERS
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MAURINE MURCHISON MEMORIAL PRIZE
(14 took part in the examination)
GRADE 1:  Chirsty-Bella Morrison, Scalpay; 
Coinneach MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath
GRADE 2:  Abigail Keddie, Duthil-Dores; 
Catherine MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath
GRADE 3:  Marybeth MacDonald, Stornoway; 
Seumas MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath
GRADE 4:  Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth 
MacDonald, Marybeth MacDonald, Stornoway; 
Elizabeth MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath
GRADE 5:  Callum Arie Morrison, Elizabeth Keddie, 
Duthil-Dores; Sandy Iain MacInnes, Mina MacInnes, 
Lochalsh & Strath

CATECHISM DIPLOMA
(16 took part in the examination)
Gold Bonus (1-107):  Elizabeth Keddie, Duthil-Dores 
Gold (82-107): Lily Craig, Thomas Craig, Sarah Craig, 
Ayr; Daniel Vernon, Lily Matarazzo, Greenville, USA
Silver (39-81): Josiah Vernon, Lily Matarazzo, Greenville, 
USA
Bronze (1-38): Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth 
MacDonald, Stornoway; Kolby Setzer, Luther Matarazzo, 
Philip Reeder, Lily Matarazzo, Andrew Pike, Greenville, 
USA; Eliana Uselding, North Carolina, USA

(l-r) Callum Arie Morrison, 
Lois Brooks, Elisabeth Keddie, 
Abigail Keddie

The MacInnes Children. 
Back row (l-r) Mina, Elizabeth, 
Sandy Iain; Front row (l-r) 
Catherine, Coinneach, Seumus

Kenneth MacDonald Philip ReederJosiah Vernon

Peter MacDonald Lydia MacDonaldJohn MacDonald

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO YOU ALL!

Susanna MacDonald Luther MatarazzoDaniel Vernon
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PUZZLES
Join the dots on the drawing.

Verse to Colour

The Lord is My Shepherd 

Duthil-Dores Sabbath School

The Lost Sheep

Andrew Pike Kolby SetzerLily Matarazzo

(l-r) Lily, Sarah and 
Thomas Craig



The Lamb of God

Last month we began a series of studies about the 
animals of the Bible, and we considered the “Lion of 
Judah.” This month let us look at the “Lamb of God.”

Since moving up to the Highlands & Islands, I have 
especially enjoyed spring-time – mainly because I 
get to see lots of new lambs. The other day in the 
car, I passed two lambs skipping along the roadside. 
Whenever I see them, I cannot help but think of the 
“lamb of God” (Jn. 1:29). It is a warm and popular 
picture that communicates deep spiritual truths. 

The lamb is probably the most well-known animal in 
the Bible. Did you know there are over 200 references 
to ‘lamb’ or ‘lambs’? Most of them are found in the 
books of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers where the 
word appears more than 80 times!  

One day, when John the Baptist was preaching, the 
Lord Jesus presented Himself to be baptized. Such was 
the surprise and emotion of John, he said, “Behold the 
lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” 
(Jn. 1:29). What did he mean? 

•  Was he thinking of the wonderful prophecy in 
Isaiah 53:7 that described the promised Messiah 
as “a lamb?” Only the day before, John had 
described his own ministry in language lifted from 
Isaiah (Jn. 1:23; see Isa. 40:3).
•  Was he thinking of the Passover lamb of Exodus 
12? Remember that the Passover itself was near. 
•  Or was he thinking of the lamb for the daily 
offering (Ex. 29:39)? The people were aware of 
the daily sacrifices – two were required each day, 
and four on the Sabbath.

Perhaps all three were in mind – so, when John saw 
Jesus, he saw all the wonderful prophecies of Scripture 
fulfilled in Him. No wonder he declared Jesus to be 
the lamb – not a lamb of God! 

Let us notice four things about the lamb of God. 

Firstly, Jesus is God’s promised lamb. Soon after our 
first parents fell in Eden, God promised that one day, 
a Saviour would appear (Gen. 3:15). So great was 
the promise that God repeated it. Why did He make 
this promise? Why not send His Son immediately? 
The purpose of the promise was to encourage faith. If 
someone promised to take you on a holiday you would 
be excited, wouldn’t you? You might count down the 
days and months. Well, God’s promise excited God’s 
people. We read, for example, of Simeon who was 
“waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25). This 
godly old man waited patiently and expectantly for the 
promise to be fulfilled. Then, one day, quite suddenly, 
a poor couple appeared in the temple carrying a new 
baby boy. At once, with the help of God, Simeon knew 
the identity of the baby – it was “the lamb of God!” 
(v.28) We read, “then took he him up in his arms, and 
blessed God.” Simeon’s patience was rewarded with 
a glimpse of the promised Saviour. 

Secondly, Jesus is God’s sacrificial lamb. Why is Jesus 
called a lamb? Was it because He was innocent, meek 
and gentle, just like a lamb? That’s certainly true, but 
there is more to it than that. The main reason John 
called Jesus the “lamb” was because the lamb, in the 
Old Testament, took away sin. I once had to cut down 
lots of excess trees and pile them up in my garden. I 
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Fourthly, Jesus is God’s final lamb. “But this man, after 
He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12). The Passover 
that was observed just before Jesus was crucified, 
should have been the last ritual act of Jewish temple 
worship involving an animal sacrifice. But sadly, many 
did not believe Jesus was the final sacrifice for sin, so 
they kept offering animal sacrifices. But God’s Word 
says He is. 

I mentioned at the start that every time I see a lamb, 
I am reminded of the “lamb of God.” I also think 
back to Exodus 12 when the first Passover lamb was 
offered. I try to imagine what it must have been like to 
have lived through that night when the angel of death 
passed over. Were it not for the blood of the Passover 
lamb, the firstborn of every family would have died. 
Let us think often about that lamb. God told Moses that 
every family had to select and keep a young lamb 
for four days. I imagine the family would have grown 
to love that lamb, and when the time came for it to 
be sacrificed, they must have been sad. Jesus is our 
Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7). He was not only innocent 
– He was righteous. Yet, in His great love, Jesus 
sacrificed Himself so we might be blessed of God. 

Let us remind ourselves of what Jesus did on the cross 
the next time we see a young lamb. The white should 
remind us of the purity of the Lord Jesus. But try to 
imagine the red as well. It is the blood that saves. 
It is the blood that protects. Is Christ your Passover 
lamb? Has He taken away your sin? Please don’t close 
the page until you have come to Jesus for forgiveness 
and heard Him saying, “be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee” (Matt. 9:2). 

didn’t have anywhere to store them, so they remained 
there for some time. Then, a kind neighbour offered 
to remove them for me. He came with his tractor and 
trailer and took them away. It was strange to see my 
garden empty again. At the start of the day they were 
there. By the end of the day they were gone – never 
to be seen again. This is what Jesus did with sin. He 
took the guilt of sin away – never to be seen again, 
just like the scapegoat ritually bore away the sins of 
the Hebrews into the wilderness (Lev. 16: 1 – 34). This 
helps us understand the purpose of the cross. Let us 
always bear in mind that Jesus did not die a helpless 
martyr, but that He died as the sacrifice for sin. Let us 
never forget that. “For the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 

Thirdly, Jesus is God’s living lamb. The sacrifices of 
the Old Testament were already dead before they 
reached the altar. In a sense, the cross was a kind of 
altar – and Jesus was alive on this altar. He was the 
“living sacrifice” for sin. Just before the Roman soldiers 
crucified Jesus, we read in Matt. 27:34, they offered 
him “vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when He 
had tasted thereof, He would not drink.” The gall was 
a type of medicine for easing a criminal’s suffering 
on the cross. But Jesus did not want His senses to be 
numbed. He knew He had to be fully alert, in order to 
shed His blood and become the supreme sacrifice for 
the sins of His people. Jesus refused to take the easy 
way out. It was only after divine justice was satisfied 
that Jesus allowed Himself to die. But Jesus did not 
stay dead. He rose again on the third day, ascended 
into heaven and is there still, praying for His sheep on 
earth.  
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Young folk are encouraged to complete the various puzzles in 
the magazine and send them in to:
Miss Anne Macaulay 
30 Mackenzie Place,
Maryburgh IV7 8DY
Email: macaulayanne@hotmail.co.uk

Younger readers who find the questions too hard may like to 
do a drawing based on one of the articles and send it to the 
editor.

CONTACT THE EDITOR

Rev. Tom Budgen
‘The Manse'
Kilmuir, 
Isle of Skye, IV51 9UB
Email: tom.budgen@outlook.com 

(Unattributed articles ought not to be considered the work of the Editor) 

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org
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The Explorer is published by the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) and is supplied free with the Witness magazine 
which is published monthly. The subscription rates for 2021 
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UK     £33.50
Europe (Airmail)    £35.00
Overseas (Airmail)   £40.00

Congregations ordering the Witness are encouraged to make 
bulk orders at the reduced rate of £30 per subscription per 
year. The Explorer, being free, may be ordered separately for 
Sabbath Schools.

Subscriptions and orders should be sent to:
Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson
‘Gleann Beag’, 4 Balmeanach, Braes, 
Portree, Isle of Skye IV51 9NH
Tel: 01478 650360
Email: subscriptions@fccontinuing.org

Twitter:
@fccscot

Latest entries
We are delighted to have more participants. There are now red, 
amber and green categories to represent the different ages.
Red Winner: Uriah Reeder (Greenville)
Amber Winner: George Kenneth MacDonald (Stornoway)
Green Winner: Olivia Setzer (Greenville)

Runners up:  
Kolby Setzer, Lydia Setzer, William Setzer, Abigail Carney, 
Hannah Reeder, Mary Reeder, Philip Reeder, 
Nathanael Reeder, Cameron Wanliss - Greenville 
John MacDonald, Peter MacDonald, 
Marybeth MacDonald - Stornoway 
Kenny MacKinnon - Partick Emily Craig - Lochgilphead
Chirsty Bella Morrison - Scalpay

Name: ..................................................................................

Age: .......................................

Congregation: ......................................................................

Address: ...............................................................................

..............................................................................................
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