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Who can I mean when I speak of one of Scotland’s 
greatest men? Who do you think this article is 
about? Well, you might remember that last month 
we were thinking about an English Reformer called 
Hugh Latimer. This month we are thinking about the 
famous John Knox. You might not have heard of Hugh 
Latimer but I’m sure you have heard of John Knox. I 
wonder how much you know about him? When did 
he live and what exactly did he do? Why do I say he 
is amongst the greatest Scotsmen ever born?

HIS EARLY LIFE 
John Knox was born in the early years of the sixteenth 
century. Some say it was in the year 1505 while 
others say it was as late as 1514. We do know that 
he was born in Haddington, a town that lies about 
20 miles east of Edinburgh. From there he would go 
to St Andrews University from where he graduated 
in 1536. We must remember that this was before the 
Reformation, and Knox, like everyone else, was a 
Roman Catholic. After finishing in university he was 
ordained a Priest and worked for a while as a lawyer. 

CONVERSION AND PERSECUTION
As time passed Knox began to become concerned 
about the serious errors of the Roman Catholic Church 
and eventually he came to understand that we are 
saved only through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He abandoned all attempts to earn his salvation by 
good works and came instead to trust in Christ as his 
almighty Saviour. He lost no time in standing with the 
other Reformers and for a time acted as bodyguard to 
George Wishart, a brave and famous preacher who 
was burnt at the stake in St Andrews in March 1546. 
Scotland’s Christians suffered greatly in those days and 
Knox himself ended up serving as a French galley slave. 
This was a terrible punishment which he had to endure 
for about a year and a half. On his release he lived for 
some years in England but when Mary Tudor became 
Queen it was safer for him to escape to Geneva where 
he developed a close friendship with John Calvin and 
served as minister of the English congregation there.

BACK IN SCOTLAND
In May 1559 Knox was back in Scotland and he 
would give courageous and godly leadership to the 
Lord’s people in the land. The Lord had prepared and 
fashioned him for this task and he would prove faithful 
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Today I had a little accident. I was checking on the sheep 
who are currently grazing in a field nearby. This is not 
a flat field with green grass but a hilly area covered in 
heather with many drains, ditches and soft wet boggy 
areas. It was as I crossed one of these soft, muddy 
places that I suddenly found myself up to my knees in 
peaty water and mud. The piece of ground on which I 
had stepped and which had looked sturdy enough had 
collapsed under me and down I went! I scrambled out 
as best I could and splashed my way home looking, for 
all the world, like Pliable from Pilgrim's Progress!

There are many lessons to be drawn from the event. 
First of all, I should be more careful and watch where 
I'm going. How careful we need to be as we walk 
through this world. There are many dangers and Satan 
often distracts us so that we don't see the trap he has 
set until it is too late; remember what happened to 
Adam and Eve! 

I also hope that I have learnt a lesson and that in future 
I shall be more careful in that part of the field. In the 
same way we all need to learn from our mistakes. Things 
which we have done wrong or have hurt us should be 
avoided in future and if we have repented and the Lord 
has forgiven our sin, we must seek God's help to avoid 
these same sins again. There are certain things which 
lead us into sin and so we should keep away from them; 
turning away our eyes and minds from them. 

The Psalmist speaks of being taken out of a "horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay" and having his feet set upon 
a rock. (Psalm 40:2) I was able to escape by myself but 
none of us can escape the pit of sin without the Lord's 
hand pulling us out. We need to do what the Psalmist 
did in the first verse of this psalm and cry to the Lord 
in order that we might be saved. I wasted no time in 
trying to escape and neither should you!

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

to his Divine master. He was a faithful preacher and 
a bold defender of the faith. By God’s grace he was 
able to oppose Queen Mary and others who were 
determined to keep the nation firmly attached to the 
Roman Catholic Church. He would debate on the 
basis of God’s Word and even when threatened by 
the Queen and her Court, he held firmly to the truth. 

If you visit Edinburgh you will see the famous Kirk 
of St Giles on the Royal Mile. It was here that Knox 
ministered and from its pulpit many faithful sermons 
were delivered. The Lord blessed that preaching 
and many people were gloriously saved as a result. 
Believers were also well taught in the doctrines of 
God’s Word and were better able to defend the Truth 
and also live as Christians should. The powers of the 
State were regularly challenged by Knox, especially 
when government or monarchy tried to control the 
affairs of the church. Christ alone was King and Head 
of His Church and Knox returned to that point time and 
time again. Although he was exceptionally able, Knox 
was not a proud man who believed that he was able to 
achieve change by his own power. At times he would 
compare himself and his colleagues to the children of 
Israel as they marched around Jericho. We just march, 
he used to say, and as we march, we blow the trumpets 
of God’s Word and wait for the Lord Himself to bring 
down the walls of ungodliness and opposition. 

Besides his difficulties in the ministry, he also had 
times of great sorrow in his own life. His first wife 
Marjorie Bowes died and left him with two young sons. 
Later he would remarry and he and his second wife 
were blessed with three daughters. Weary after a life 
of difficulties and a huge amount of work, John Knox 
passed into eternity on 24th November 1572. He did not 
live to see the work of reformation completed but he 
did a great deal to lay the foundation on which others, 
such as Andrew Melville, would build. Although very 
few in Scotland today have any love for him, we owe 
John Knox a great debt. Humanly speaking, without 
Knox it is doubtful if the work of the Reformation 
would ever have proceeded as well as it did. We owe 
our freedom to worship according to God’s Word, our 
deliverance from the errors and superstitions of the 
Roman Catholic Church and even our careful balance 
of political power and the place of the church in large 
part to the wisdom and labours of faithful John Knox.
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We have recently begun a new series of articles looking 
at the Old Testament prophet Samuel. We have learnt 
about Samuel's mother and how important she was in 
his life and we saw the way in which the young child 
was brought to Shiloh where he was under the care 
of Eli the old priest. More importantly it was at Shiloh 
that Samuel came to know the Lord for himself. The 
Lord was preparing Samuel for a life of service as a 
great prophet.  

SAMUEL'S EARLY LIFE
In 1 Samuel 3:19-21 we have a short summary of 
Samuel's early life. God spoke to Samuel and Samuel 
gave God's Word to the people. While Samuel was 
growing up the Philistines invaded Israel and defeated 
them. Foolishly the Israelites took the Ark of the Covenant 
into the battle along with the army and the Philistines 
captured the Ark. Israel was defeated because they 
trusted in the Ark rather than in the living God. The Ark 
of the Covenant was a symbol of God's presence and 
power but it was not God. The Children of Israel treated 
the Ark like a type of idol and were disastrously defeated. 
We are all inclined to have idols. An idol is anything in 
our lives which takes the place of God, I wonder what 
idols there are in your life? 

SAMUEL'S CALLS ON ISRAEL TO REPENT
At this time of crisis Samuel called upon the Israelites 
to repent of their sins. (1 Samuel 7:3) The Church 
cannot expect God's blessing if it is not being obedient 
to the Lord. The people repented and proved that their 

repentance was real and genuine by turning away from 
their sins, especially idolatry. (1 Samuel 7:4) They 
gathered for prayer and confessed their sins. Many times 
of blessing and revival have followed after meetings for 
prayer. 

The people asked Samuel to lead them in prayer 
because the Philistines were attacking again. (1 
Samuel 7:7-8) Before he led them in prayer there was 
the sacrifice of a lamb. (1 Samuel 7:9) God hears and 
accepts our prayers only because of the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God; the Lord Jesus Christ. God answered their 
prayers and delivered them from the Philistines and the 
Israelites did not have to do anything but watch God in 
action! (1 Samuel 7:10)

In this place called Eben-ezer, where God saved them 
from their enemies Samuel set up a stone as a reminder 
to them in later years of God's power and mercy when 
they turned to him with all their hearts. It is interesting 
that this was the same place in which they had 
previously been defeated. (1 Samuel 4:1-2) This shows 
us that God can change things very suddenly when we 
trust in him as we should. It also reminds us that he 
is able to bring about these changes without any help 
from us. Do we trust the Lord as we should? Do you pray 
to him and ask him to help you or do you try, like the 
children of Israel did at times, to manage by yourself? 
Are you tempted to act first and pray later? We should 
learn from the mistakes of Israel in these chapters and 
follow the godly example of Samuel. 
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CHRISTIAN 
ARMOUR
2. The Girdle 

(BelT) of TruTh

Last month we began a new series of articles looking 
at the armour and weapons which the Lord has given 
to his people to assist them in their struggle with Satan 
and sin. In Ephesians chapter 6 we find a list of God’s 
provisions and this month we are going to look at the 
first of the items: the girdle, or belt, of truth. “Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. Stand therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth”. (Ephesians 6: 11 and 
14) 

Why do people wear belts? To hold other parts of their 
clothing together and the same was true of the soldier 
that the Apostle Paul is thinking of here. The soldier’s 
belt was there to hold all the other pieces of the armour 
together. Without the belt the other pieces would be ‘all 
over the place’, loosening and falling and the soldier 
would not be able to “stand” against an enemy. 
(Verse 14) 

Now by the Christian’s “belt” the Lord means the Truth, 
the Word of God and all that it contains. If we don’t know 
the truth of God’s Word we too will be ‘all over the place’ 
and fail and falter in our lives. We will be liable to believe 
things which are not found in the Bible and we will be in 
danger of forgetting or ignoring things which are found in 
the Bible. There will be parts of the Bible we will refuse to 
believe and parts of the Bible we will refuse to practise. We 
will also be liable to wander from one church to another 
and prove to be unreliable in our lives because, not being 
clear about the Truth, we are unable to stand for the Truth! 
How we need this Belt of Truth!

We find a shocking example of this in Genesis chapter 3. 
The devil came to Eve and attacked God’s Truth, “Did 

God really say that?”, he asked. “Can you believe God and 
does he really have authority over you?” Eve lost her grip 
on the Truth; began to question God’s truthfulness in her 
mind and was unable to “stand against the wiles of the 
devil.” Having fallen into sin she made Adam doubt God’s 
truthfulness and he too fell into sin.

How can we stand against the temptation to unbelief and 
disobedience? Only by following the Lord’s example. 
Do you remember how he responded to Satan’s attack 
in Matthew chapter 4? “It is written”, he kept saying and 
defied the devil, who at one point was twisting the meaning 
of Scripture in his cunning attack. 

When the enemies of the Bible attempted to make Martin 
Luther give up a part of the Truth, he replied, “Here I 
stand”. We need to stand, like Luther, on what God has 
written in the Bible. If we do this we have God’s promise 
of help. Can I suggest you get a Bible, look up Psalm 
119:11 and memorise these words.



THE LOST COIN 
(Luke 15: 8 – 10) 

I remember losing my wallet once. 

I searched high and low. I checked under the bed, 
searched my desk, looked in the car, asked my wife if 
she had seen it, and – nothing. 

I began to worry. I had everything in there – cards, 
ID, money. The thought of cancelling bank cards and 
starting from scratch again filled me with dread. Where 
on earth did I put it? 

So, I prayed. I felt silly asking God for help, but I prayed 
anyway. “Lord, please help me. I really need my wallet!” 

I searched the house again. Ten minutes later, I found 
it. For some reason, I had left it under the house phone! 
No wonder I couldn’t see it. Anyway, I was relieved. The 
worry vanished, I calmed down and I thanked God for 
blessing my search. It’s comforting to think God cares so 
much that He helps us find little things that concern us!

Things like this happen every day, don’t they? I’m sure 
you’ve lost things too. It’s not pleasant, is it? It’s so time-
consuming. Well, Jesus used this every-day occurrence 
to tell the crowd a parable about the love of God for 
sinners. Are you ready? Let’s dive in! 

A Lost Coin 
“Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece…” (v.8)

Jesus told the story about a woman who had lost one of 
her precious coins. This woman was probably poor, so 
the thought of losing one of her coins – just like I had 
lost my wallet – filled her with dread. Why was she so 
concerned? Because the coin was valuable. 

Do you know what else is valuable? Your soul. It’s 
precious. It’s everlasting. When we die, our bodies return 
to the ground but your soul goes into eternity either to 
be with Jesus in Heaven or with the devil in Hell. And 
remember this: once your soul is lost, it’s lost forever. 
How serious! If only people realised they had souls! 
God prizes your soul more than you realise. It’s 
never-dying!

When God created man He made us different to the rest 
of creation. We would have the image of God and this 
parable reminds us of that. What do I mean? Fetch a £1 
coin. Look at the image. What do you see? That’s right! 
A superscription of Her Royal Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II. When God created man, He made everyone in 
“His own image” (Gen. 1:26). He “stamped” souls 
with “knowledge, righteousness and holiness” (Shorter 
Catechism Q.10). But when Adam sinned, he lost that 
holiness and goodness, just like a coin that might go 
grubby and lose its shine. The Fall plunged mankind 
into sin and darkness and everyone “lost communion 
with God” (Shorter Catechism, Q.19). How sad! Man 
and God were no longer on friendly terms and man’s 
sinful heart would now hate God and oppose Him. 

A Sought-After Coin 
“… if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and 
sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?” 
(v.8) 

What did the woman do? She did what I did and what 
you do when you’ve lost something: she went looking for 
it. She lit a candle, swept the house of dust and searched 
high and low. 

What Jesus emphasises in this parable is not so much 
the lostness of the coin but the efforts of the woman 
seeking after it. This is important, because 
Jesus is saying this is what God does 
when He intends to save someone. 
He searches for them, finds 
them and draws them to 
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for it and repent (Ps. 38:18). We call this the ‘new 
birth.’ What’s important to grasp is that we don’t save 
ourselves, but God and His love alone save us. Much 
like that lost coin, we need God to pursue us and to 
save us. 

A Recovered Coin 
“And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and 
her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece which I had lost. Likewise, I say 
unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth” (vs. 9 & 10). 

Imagine the relief this woman had! Much like myself 
when I found my wallet! How happy God is when we 
repent! Heaven lights up, the angels rejoice and God’s 
glory is advanced. 

When we repent, God restores us. Like the coin we 
are no longer “grubby” with the dirt of sin, but we are 
restored to our former image. We now start looking 
more like Jesus! We begin to love God’s Word, His Son 
and His people and hate sin. 

My dear friend, I hope I have drawn your picture, here. 
You are the lost coin. You need Jesus to come and save 
you. You are not beyond help. Let His hand stretch out 
towards you in the Gospel. Let His fingers touch you. Let 
His Words sink down into your heart, and see in the lost 
and found coin your great need and your even greater 
Saviour! 

Himself using the preaching of the Gospel. And what 
is the Gospel about? That’s right! It’s about Jesus Christ 
who said that He had come to “seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10).

When the preacher preaches the gospel, it’s as if God 
is ‘looking’ for you and when He ‘finds’ you He puts 
His Spirit into you and makes you come alive. This is 
wonderful and mysterious, but let’s use the imagery of 
the parable to try to understand what happens. 

The light of the candle is like the light of the Holy Spirit 
bringing light and understanding into your mind through 
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the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and the sweeping of 
the dust is like the removal of sin, for 

it is the Spirit who enters into 
your soul and convicts you 

of sin, so that you 
become sorry 
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