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SKIPPER COOLS DOWN!
As I write this we are still in 'lockdown' in Scotland due 
to coronavirus Covid-19, although the restrictions have 
been eased a little bit. By the time this issue of the 
Explorer is printed we will be well into the summer; 
although this will probably be a very different summer 
to the ones we are used to. We look forward, when 
summer comes, to nice warm weather. Even if we cannot 
go away very far from home it is nice, if you are able, to 
sit outside in the sunshine. I'm glad to say that we have 
had some very warm days recently and Skipper enjoyed 
his days in the sun. 

Normally at this time of year we take Skipper to the pet 
groomer to have his coat thinned and shortened so that 
he is more comfortable in the summer months. Of course, 
not only are the hairdressers and barbers shut due to 
the coronavirus but so are the dog groomers! I wonder if 
some of your mums and dads have bought hair clippers or 
hairdressing scissors recently? 

Whilst he was enjoying the sunny weather we realised 
that Skipper was really feeling the heat a little too much 
and so we decided that we would try and use the hair 
clippers we had bought to make him feel a little more 
comfortable. We had no idea how he would react to his 
haircut. It might have been quite funny if he had run off 
when it was only half done! Actually, he was very good 
while we worked away at his coat and seemed to realise 
what we were trying to do. Maybe he was thinking that it 
was better than being taken to the groomer and putting 
up with baths and very short haircuts. 
Perhaps he also understood that this 
would help him cool down a bit. 
Skipper does like the warm sun 
but with a long coat it can all be 
a bit too much for him at times. 
Eventually we were finished 
and all in all we don't think 
we made too bad a job. 
Of course, after a 
while, Skipper had 
had enough so it's not 
quite as short as it could 
be but he still looks fairly 
handsome and he is 
definitely a lot cooler. 
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On Wednesday 10th April 1912 the luxury liner Titanic 
began its first, or maiden, voyage from Southampton. 
It had a crew of over 900 and about 1,300 passengers. 
Four days later more than 1,500 passengers and crew 
died when the ship sank after hitting an iceberg in the 
North Atlantic. 

Rev John Holden, a minister from Liverpool, was due to 
be a passenger aboard the ship as he had bought a first-
class ticket. However, the day before they were due to 
leave his wife fell ill and Mr Holden had to stay at home 
in order to nurse her. After the ship sank, he mounted 
his unused ticket in a frame on which he wrote: "Who 
redeemeth thy life from destruction" (Psalm 103:4). 
It hung in his study to remind him of his escape and 
following his death it was donated to the Merseyside 
Maritime Museum. It is the only known surviving first-
class Titanic ticket and is now on display in that museum.

We never know what God, in his kindness, has saved 
us from. There is a reason for every event, every delay, 
every unexpected change in our lives. The Lord reigns 
and if we are his people we can live our lives confident 
that he will manage all our affairs and care for all our 
needs. You can read more about this on pages 6 and 7. 

All of us are on a voyage which begins with our birth 
and will end at death. That may seem very, very far 
away from you, and, naturally, I hope it is, but we 
should always be ready. We never know, as we cross 
the ocean of time, what storms or icebergs we will 
meet. We never know when this voyage will come to 
an end. Mr Holden's ticket carried the warning: "The 
company's liability for baggage is strictly limited, but 
passengers can protect themselves by insurance". No 
insurance could protect the poor people who were 
on board when the accident happened. Only God can 
preserve our souls and only by trusting in Christ can 
we have assurance that no matter what troubles may 
come our way all will be well at the end of the voyage.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

In the Old Testament we read about the time when 
the Children of Israel left Egypt. For many years they 
wandered in the desert and it must have often been hot 
and uncomfortable. At times they complained bitterly to 
God over their lack of water and miraculously he provided 
them with water. We would think that they would be very 
thankful for this and would never forget God's goodness. 
Sadly, this was not the case and all too often they would 
come back complaining and even saying, at times, that 
they wished they were back in Egypt! Throughout these 
years the Lord was wonderfully patient with them and 
although the first generation who came out of Egypt were 
not permitted to enter the Land of Promise their sons 
and daughters survived these desert years and eventually 
went into Canaan, the land which God had promised to 
Abraham over 400 years before.

Do you ever complain? I suppose we all complain at times. 
Sometimes it is a small complaint: you are too cold, or 
like Skipper, too hot. At other times our complaints are 
more serious and deserve to be listened to. Sometimes 
our complaints are sinful. We might complain about 
God's plans or God's Law. We want to do our own thing 
and not listen to God's voice. Like the Children of Israel 
we also complain about what God has given us. Instead 
of being thankful for his goodness and remembering that 
he always knows what is best for us, we grumble. Satan, 
of course, likes to encourage this kind of grumbling. Isn't 
that the way he approached Eve? He got her to question 
God's goodness, suggesting that God was unfair and 
unkind, and he still tells the same lies. Sadly, like Eve, we 
often believe what Satan says. Instead of grumbling we 
should remember to thank the Lord for all his kindness 
towards us and ask him to give us thankful hearts. And we 
    should thank him, above all else, for sending his Son into 
         the world as a Saviour for sinners. 
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IF GOD IS GOOD WHY DO 
BAD THINGS HAPPEN?

The Explorer

Even more merciful was his plan to save them and 
many of their descendants spiritually. We read in 
Genesis 3:14-15 that God cursed the serpent because 
he had succeeded in getting Eve to eat the fruit 
and he said to him that the woman’s seed would 
bruise his head. The woman’s seed is Christ, and 
the bruising of the serpent’s head refers to Christ 
defeating the devil’s plan to destroy man. Christ did 
this by coming into the world and dying on the cross 
to pay the punishment for the sin of those who put 
their trust in him. (Galatians 3:13-16) Genesis 3:16-
19 tells us that God judged Eve by making it more 
difficult for her both to have children and to happily 
submit to her husband. It also shows us that God 
judged Adam by cursing the whole creation for his 
sake, which would mean that it would be more 
difficult for him to provide for his family. Aspects of 
this curse include the appearance of thorns, which 
seem to have been unknown until then, and also 
suffering and pain in the animal kingdom. (Before 
now people and animals ate only plants. (Genesis 
1:29-30)) This explains why we see animals attacking 
and killing each other today. Instead of feeling 
confused or angry at God, it should remind us of the 
seriousness and awfulness of sin, and the horrible 
death that Christ the innocent Lamb of God had to 
die to save his people.

Where did death and disease come from?

If God is truly loving and all-powerful, why do so 
many bad things happen? Sometimes it seems that 
wherever we look in this world, there is suffering 
and pain. Chronic illnesses, disabilities, floods, fires, 
earthquakes, tsunamis, animals hurting people or 
other animals, the list seems to go and on. Many 
people see these things and conclude that God 
can’t exist or, if he does, he can’t be both loving and 
all-powerful as the Bible tells us. What is the answer 
to this?

Broken by sin

Genesis tells us that in the beginning God’s creation 
was perfect, with no suffering or death. However, in 
Chapter 3 we are told that Adam and Eve disobeyed 
God by eating the forbidden fruit. As a result of 
this they fell from their previous sinless state and 
became sinners who sinned daily like we all do. The 
punishment for their disobedience was death – both 
physically and spiritually – forever. God could have 
justly sent them to hell forever when they sinned 
– but he didn’t. He showed them amazing mercy 
by allowing them to live on in this world for many 
years, although their bodies were slowly degrading. 
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Designed to kill?

There is another issue that puzzles people. They 
ask: “If God didn’t intend there to be any death in 
the world, why do so many plants and animals seem 
to be specifically designed to either kill or to protect 
themselves from being killed?” For example: Venus 
flytraps, spiders, lions, snakes, sharks, bombardier 
beetles, etc.

I believe verses 14, 16 and 18 of Genesis 3 can give us 
a number of clues: 
• Verse 14 tells us that the serpent was made to 

move on its stomach, which would imply that he 
possessed legs up until then. 

• Verse 16 tells us that Eve would now find it harder 
to have children. 

• Verse 18 tells us that the earth was going to 
produce thorns and thistles. 

These three things are all physical changes, so it 
doesn’t seem unlikely that God would have made 
physical changes to other creatures also. For example, 
the Venus flytrap could have been given the spring to 
trap flies, the spider could have been given the organs 
to make webs, snakes could have been given venom, 
the bombardier beetle could have been given the 
organs to fire its defensive chemicals, etc. 

Maybe there is another explanation for other 
creatures though. For example, maybe animals 
before the fall did have sharp teeth and claws. 
These could have been used for grabbing and 
crunching up vegetation. There are still animals 
today that only eat plants but have extremely 
vicious-looking teeth or claws. Examples would 
include fruit bats, spider-monkeys, marine iguanas, 
pandas and gorillas. It’s even possible that the 
viruses that cause us so much misery now were 
there before the fall, but had beneficial uses. 
They have probably degenerated to their present 
harmful state by losing information through 
mutations. So even though there is much suffering 
and pain in this world, the Christian can praise God 
for saving him from eternal misery and can look 
forward to the day where the curse of sin will be 
reversed. “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;” (Isaiah 
11:6) “For behold I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, 
nor come into mind.” (Isaiah 65:17) “and there 
shall be no more death...neither shall there be any 
more pain” (Revelation 21:4) “And there shall be 
no more curse”. (Revelation 22:3)
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Further reading: 
Why Does God Let Bad Things Happen? 

https://answersingenesis.org/suffering/why-does-god-allow-bad-things-to-happen/ 

How Did Defense/Attack Structures Come About? 
https://answersingenesis.org/evidence-for-creation/design-in-nature/how-did-defense-attack-

structures-come-about/ 

Skeptics challenge: a ‘God of love’ created a killer jellyfish? 
https://creation.com/skeptics-challenge-a-god-of-love-created-a-killer-jellyfish



FAVOURITE PSALMS (5)

In this series of articles we have been thinking about some 
of our favourite Psalms and amongst them have been Psalm 
Twenty Three and Psalm Forty Six. Another Psalm which we 
often learn when we are young is Psalm Thirty Four. Perhaps 
we are not so familiar with the whole of this particular Psalm 
but some of the verses are especially loved. 

LISTENING CHILDREN
This Psalm has a special message for young 
people. It asks for their attention in order that 
they might learn about the Lord. 'Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will teach you 
the fear of the LORD.' (Psalm 34:11) David 
wrote this Psalm and he had learned from his 
own experience that obeying, following and 
honouring the Lord was the most important 
thing which any of us can do. David had many 
skills he could have shared but he doesn't ask 
them to come in order for him to teach them 
to handle a sword or rule a kingdom. He has 
something much more important to teach 
them; how to live and serve God.

Are you good at listening? Do you listen in 
church or do you waste the time thinking about 
other things? Do you listen in Sabbath School 
and try hard to remember any verses you have 
been asked to learn? It is important to listen 
well as the lessons you are being taught are 
preparing you for life and for eternity!

HUNGRY LIONS
This Psalm contains many assurances that 
those who trust the Lord will be well provided 
for. It speaks of young lions that are hungry but 
those who 'seek the LORD shall not want any 
good thing.' (Psalm 34:10) No doubt the young 
lions would have strong parents who would do 
their best to get food for them. Sometimes even 
the strong lion will fail and the young ones are 
left hungry but the Lord never fails those who 
trust in him. When Elijah had to hide himself 
away you remember the way in which the Lord 

sent ravens, morning and evening, with food 
for the prophet. 

In olden days poor beggars would put a little 
mark on houses where they received kindness. 
This was meant as a sign to other beggars that 
they should try and get help at this particular 
house as the people were kind. In a sense 
David himself in this Psalm is like one poor 
beggar telling all of us, who are equally needy, 
where we can find bread and help!

WATCHING ANGELS
The angels are always doing the work of 
God. He gives them special duties and 
responsibilities to watch over God's people. 
We don't believe in a special guardian angel 
for everyone; the Bible says nothing to suggest 
that but we do believe that they serve and help 
every Christian. Sometimes that becomes very 
obvious, for example we remember the angel 
who came and brought the Apostle Peter out 
of prison. (Acts 12:7) Usually we do not see 
angels but we may be sure they are at work as 
it says in Psalm 34:7, 'The angel of the LORD 
encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them'. 

However the Lord doesn't merely send angels 
to watch over his people; he himself keeps a 
constant eye upon them and saves them from 
many dangers. John Bunyan who wrote the 
famous book The Pilgrim's  Progress  served 
in the army when he was young. One day he 
was ordered to keep guard but another soldier 
wanted to take that position and asked Bunyan 
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to swap places. Bunyan agreed to the other 
man's request. That night the other young man 
was shot dead. Bunyan was preserved and 
what a blessing for the church that he was 
kept safe or we would never have had any of 
Bunyan's wonderful writings.

There is a similar story about John Knox the 
famous Scottish Reformer. I don't know if you 
have a favourite place at the table; maybe 
there is a chair that you always sit in. Knox had 
a favourite chair; he always sat at the end of 
the family table with his back to the window. 
One night he felt strongly that he should sit 
somewhere else and he insisted that his usual 
chair was left empty. Suddenly a shot was 
fired through the window; obviously it was an 
attempt by Knox's enemies to kill him but the 
Lord was watching over him and he was kept 
safe.

PRAYING PEOPLE
Psalm Thirty Four is full of promises for those 
who trust in the Lord. However that is of 
no use at all to us if we do not trust in God 
ourselves. In verse 6 David speaks about his 
own experience. 'This poor man cried, and the 
LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his 
troubles'. That is what we all need to do. We 
need to cry to God for mercy and help and if 
we do he will watch over us just as he promises 
in this chapter.  

In verse 8 David asks us to 'taste and see that 
the LORD is good'. I'm sure you've been asked 
at times to taste something; maybe you weren't 
sure whether you would like it but you are 
urged to 'taste and see'. Sometimes we refuse 
to taste and the other person will say that we 
are missing something really good! Sadly many 
refuse to come and taste that 'God is good'. What 
a blessing they push away from themselves! 
Sometimes the other person is playing a trick 
on us and the food we are being asked to taste 
is not at all nice. However, we can be absolutely 
sure that is not the case when it comes to the 
things of God. Indeed no-one who has really 
tasted of the sweet things of the Gospel has 
ever complained that it was sour or horrible. 
At other times they are not playing a trick on 
us; they just have different tastes. The editor 
has someone in the family who loves the taste 
of fresh lemons. I don't like them at all and no 
matter how often she tells me they are lovely I 
know that I won't like them; I've tried and I didn't 
like it. The Lord is not like that at all. No matter 
who we are; young or old, if we come to the 
Lord and he comes into our lives we will all find 
it a sweet blessing. No-one who has ever come 
to Christ has gone away disappointed. 

Before I finish this article I have one last 
request. I would like you to go away and read 
Psalm Thirty Four and if possible learn some of 
the verses by heart.
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MEN WE MEET IN 
THE NEW TESTAMENT

1. Which name is also found in the Old Testament? 

_________________________________________

2. Which one was a doctor? 

_________________________________________

3. Which two were brothers?

_________________________________________

4. Which one was originally called Saul?

_________________________________________

5. Which one wrote the Book of Revelation?

_________________________________________
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