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SKIPPER AND THE 
CONFUSING NEW PATH

By now you all know, of course, that Skipper's favourite 
walk is through the field to the wood. There is another 
way into the wood which goes through the car park at 
the edge of the wood and that is the way we went the 
other day. Two years ago we had a very great storm here 
and a good part of the wood was flattened. Huge trees 
just fell like twigs. Well, since then that part of the wood 
has been closed off to visitors whilst it was being tidied 
and replanted. Skipper and I had not been to that part 
since then, but now much of the work is done and apart 
from a fenced area to protect the new trees, you can 
once again walk right round the whole wood. They have 
even made a new cycle path. 

Skipper is very good when we go to the woods and is 
normally let off the lead but never too far, so that he 
can come when called and have his lead put back on if 
necessary. This time he shot off down the new path and 
then disappeared into the undergrowth, where he was 
very well camouflaged! I wasn't too worried because he 
normally comes back if I shout his name but everything was 
changed and whether he didn't hear me or just got lost I 
don't know but when I reached where I had last seen him 
he was nowhere to be seen and obviously was well out of 
earshot. 

First of all a nice girl from the village came by and I asked 
her if she had seen a Border Terrier. She had seen him 
but she said he was a good distance away. She offered to 
go back and look which was very kind. Then a gentleman 
and his daughter passed on bikes and they asked if I was 
looking for a Border Terrier! The man said he was too far 
away for me to catch up and took his lead and cycled back 
the way he came. Eventually I saw the man returning still 
with the lead and my heart sank! He advised me to go back 
to the car park and see if Skipper would eventually return. 
I retraced my steps and there in the car park was Skipper 
and the girl who had gone looking. She had found him just 
before the car park, so he had obviously thought that was 
the best thing – to go back to where he started! I was very 
glad to see him and couldn't be angry because I realised 
that the part of the wood we had gone to has changed so 
much that even I was a little bit disorientated! 
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By the time you read this editorial, the summer 
holidays will have come to an end, but as I write 
these words we are still enjoying long warm days and 
the Isle of Skye, despite the coronavirus Covid-19, is 
busy with visitors. This reminded me of something 
that happened some years ago during the summer 
holidays. 

We had just returned home from a week-long trip to 
the south and I noticed that first evening, as I looked 
out the window, that one of my sheep was not grazing 
with the rest. As it was now getting late in the evening 
my first thought was to remember to check on her 
in the morning. However, I had second thoughts and 
decided I should go and find her there and then and it 
was just as well that I did! She had got herself caught 
by her horns on a wire netting which was attached to 
a section of wall. I don't know how she managed to 
get into this dangerous situation, but she was stuck 
fast and had been caught there for a couple of days. 
She had obviously struggled in her attempts to get free 
but the more she struggled the more entangled she 
became and by the time I found her she was very weak 
and desperately in need of water. I managed to cut her 
free and happily she survived. After some special care 
she was eventually able to join the rest of the flock.

This reminds us of sin. It holds us fast and the more we 
try, by our own power, to get free, the tighter the hold 
of sin becomes. Like the sheep, we need strong hands 
to cut us free and break the chains of sin. Only the Lord 
can do that for us and he says, "If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." (John 
8:36) It also reminded me of something in the Bible. 
Can you guess what I'm referring to? In Genesis 22 
Abraham sees a ram caught by its horns in the thicket 
and the ram is offered as a sacrifice instead of Isaac his 
son. This is a picture for us of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
took the place of sinners in order that they might be 
saved and set free. Has the Lord set you free?

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

In the Book of Genesis we read about Joseph and his 
wonderful life. He was still very young when his cruel 
brothers sold him as a slave and he found himself in far-
away Egypt. It must have been very frightening for him to be 
surrounded by total strangers whose language he couldn't 
understand and whose ways and customs were so different 
to his own. Imagine how terrible it must have been to be 
roughly handled and left at the mercy of whoever would 
buy him as a slave. He had only left home to bring some 
food and supplies to his brothers who were some distance 
from home looking after their flocks. He would have 
expected to return home as normal but instead he found 
himself suddenly thrown into a whole new situation. 

Joseph was bought by a man called Potiphar who was 
a captain in the Egyptian army and who appears to have 
been a kind man. Joseph did not end up in Potiphar's house 
by accident; we are told that, "the LORD was with Joseph". 
(Genesis 39:2) God had prepared this place for Joseph. Later 
he ended up in prison. This was even worse than being a 
slave but again we are told that, "the LORD was with him". 
(Genesis 39:23) We may find ourselves in new and strange 
situations in life and we can feel a bit lost at times but if we 
put our trust in the Lord, as Joseph did, the Lord will be with 
us and will bring us through our difficulties. Life can feel like 
a strange and scary new path at times but nothing is new to 
God and he never loses his way!
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WHY DO I NEED A HEAD 
COVERING IN CHURCH?
INTRODUCTION: We live in a strange world, don’t 
we? There is confusion about pandemics, national 
identities, and even, sadly, gender identity. It is 
because many have wrongly come to a conclusion that 
they can decide what truth is, and if it is right for them, 
then it is right. But what is truth?  God’s word is truth 
(Jn. 17:17).  It regulates all aspects of how we live and 
worship. (Shorter Catechism, Q&A 2). When applied 
to worship, it is known as the ‘Regulative Principle.’ It 
means: whatsoever God has not commanded us to do, 
we are not to do it in public worship. This is why we 
in the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) sing only 
psalms. It is also why our ladies (including young girls) 
cover their heads in worship.  

1. REFERENCES TO HEAD-COVERING
Young people often see wearing a head-covering in 
church as part of a past generation, and not something 
practised by all Churches. Also, in their view, there 
are more important issues for which to take a stand 
– biblical marriage, six-day creation, engaging with 
other young people, and so on. In the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) we believe in all of these things, 
but equally we believe and defend all other biblical 
truth too. The fashion of clothes and society may 
change, but God and His word do not change (Mal. 
3:6). When Paul deals with the issue of head-covering 
in the Corinthian Church (1 Corinthians 11), he also 
deals with other great abuses including carelessness 
at the Lord’s Supper. Not to wear the head-covering is 
one of the great abuses, God’s word says.  Some get 
confused when head-covering should be worn. This 
may help. (a) Are believers gathered for worship? (b) 
Is the setting public? (c) Will a man offer prayer and 
otherwise lead the body assembled? (d) If in doubt, 
err on the side of caution – wear it!  

Of course, the head-covering is not just mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 11. The practice of wearing a veil is found 
throughout the Old Testament and the removal of the 
veil was viewed as a symbol of shame. 

2. REASONS FOR THE HEAD-COVERING
The head-covering is relevant today. The lack of 
its understanding – humility and submissiveness – 
has caused chaos and rebellion in much of today’s 
professing Church – unbiblical views of the ministry 

and who should lead and preach. Sadly, this is as a 
result of wrong and un-Christian teaching and shows 
itself often outwardly in the wearing of immodest and 
embarrassing clothing.  

(i) It is a sign of submission within the Church: Though 
very few now hold this principle, head-covering 
is a godly principle, with an important history. The 
Corinthian Church error was really an issue about 
order and roles within the congregation, the authority 
of Scripture, and the obvious undermining of the 
Headship of Christ over his church. This is brought 
out in 1 Cor. 11:8 where the Creation account is 
highlighted: Adam was made first, then Eve, as a ‘help 
meet,’ was taken from his side. This is the order, not as 
an inferior, but as a complement to man. Her role was 
different: submissiveness to the man, but ultimately to 
God. Creation principles cannot change.  

(ii) There is a requirement to respect the glory of 
God (vs. 7-8). Adam had a position before Eve was 
created, and was made in God’s image (Shorter 
Catechism, Q&A 10), and hence the woman covers 
her head so that God receives all glory (1 Cor. 1:29). 
We cannot glory in each other: only in the Lord. This 
follows into how we dress, and the gender distinctives 
that we maintain (v.14).

(iii) The woman’s head must be covered because of the 
Presence of the Angels (v.10). Though the angels have 
charge over us (Ps. 91:11), it is not their ministry but 
their example of devotion, praise and care for God’s 
glory which is a motive for head-covering. They give 
God the glory; therefore, so should we, and a woman 
does this with her head covered in worship.
 
3. REJECTION OF THE HEAD-COVERING TEACHING  
There are a number of arguments made against the 
teaching of Biblical head-covering.

(i) The covering of the hair only occurred when the 
woman prayed or prophesied (preached) (1 Corinthians 
11:5). This assumes that the woman only wore a head-
covering when she exercised these special gifts, now 
ceased. This was not so for one good reason. The 
Scriptures do not allow women to pray or preach 
publicly: Paul himself says so (1 Cor. 14:33-35; 1 
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Tim. 2:9-12). What Paul was saying was that when 
praying and preaching takes place – every Church 
service – the girls and the women are to have their 
heads covered. An uncovered head brings dishonour, 
but we are not told exactly how. It is very stark – it 
mentions ‘shorn’. The uncovered head was a problem 
in the Corinthian Church – it was leading to pride and 
a misunderstanding of Christian liberty.
 
(ii) The hair is the covering (1 Corinthians 11:15). 
Nature again is the teacher. What is a glory to the 
woman is shame to the man – long hair. The ‘covering 
given’ really means that it is a gift from God, and 
therefore long hair was, and still is, given for a glory to 
the woman. The woman is the glory of man in creation 
(v.7) and so her hair is her glory (v.15).  And when the 
woman lives out her God-given role, she is man’s glory.  
When the woman is told to wear a ‘covering’ (v.5), her 
hair cannot be that ‘covering’ (v.15) as some argue.  
The words for ‘covered’ in verses 5 and 15 are two 
different words. In v.5 the original Greek word means 
an actual ‘veil,’ a physical covering. In v.15 the word 
for covering means a ‘throw around’ and is translated 
‘vesture’ (Heb. 1:12); it is a covering for the whole body, 
and means ‘humility’. Paul does not use the latter word 
in v.5 because wearing a head-covering does not bring 
humiliation, but is ‘simply the divinely ordained symbol 
of authority enabling the woman to approach God in 
an acceptable way’ (Timothy Nelson). If the hair is the 
head-covering then a major problem is caused in verses 
4 and 7. When men are to worship with ‘uncovered’ 
heads then only bald men could worship publicly! If the 
hair was a covering, then verse 6 would mean: ‘if a 
woman did not have a covering (any hair) on her head, 
then let her hair be shorn (cut off).’ But how could it if 
she had no hair on her head? 

(iii) The head-covering only applied to Corinth: This 
argument states that only bad ladies in Corinth went 
without a head-covering, and therefore the teaching 
only applied to Corinth. This is untrue. All Corinthian 

ladies went bare headed. Firstly, in 1 Corinthians 11 
Paul is dealing with all the errors in Corinth, so how 
can we accept some and reject others? Secondly, all 
Jewish ladies wore a head-covering, as we noticed 
earlier, and Paul was saying, follow their biblical 
practice because Scripture is to be the rule of our faith 
and practice (Shorter Catechism, Q&A 2), and those 
everywhere must also follow this practice. 

4. RESULTS OF WEARING THE HEAD-COVERING
(i) This teaching does not mean that girls and women 
are inferior – they are a wholesome addition to boys 
and men. As ‘help meets’ (Gen. 2:18) they are not 
competitors, commanders or challengers to God’s order.

(ii) The principle of God’s order is important today – 
especially when there is a lack of clear teaching on 
what are male and female roles and dress. 

(iii) To deny the principle of God’s order is to deny 
God’s word, and to maintain this important principle 
(even from childhood) promotes a Christian witness.

(iv) This principle is necessary in public worship 
– therefore the head-covering should be worn in 
all churches that we attend, not just Free Church 
(Continuing) buildings, because we wear the head-
covering to honour the all-seeing Lord, not a building. 
It should therefore be worn at funerals, weddings, 
baptisms, and so on.

(v) This biblical principle is binding on all, and therefore 
we cannot look to other churches and say, ‘They don’t 
practise it, why should I?’ They should practise it, and you 
can now show them from the Bible why it is necessary.

For further reading: 
John Macleod, ‘Covering the Head during Public 
Worship’
Timothy Nelson, The Head Covering: What saith the 
Scripture? 



The Salty 
Christian 

The Explorer

Jesus was a wonderful story-teller. Among the things 
that made Him so popular were His stories. They were 
powerful. They were memorable and they were easy to 
understand. Everyone could understand what Jesus was 
saying. In fact, they are so memorable that even after 
2000 years, we are still talking and writing about them! 

Jesus loved to use pictures in His stories. We all love 
illustrations, don’t we? Usually, we will remember the 
illustration the preacher gave more than anything else. 
A picture or a story is easier to picture in our minds than 
a block of  words, after all! Jesus knew that, which is why 
He used pictures to teach important heavenly truths. This 
is what the parables are: earthly, easily understood stories 
which teach us heavenly truths. 

Let’s think about what Jesus had to say to His disciples 
about salt. This is one of  the first pictures we find in 
His famous “Sermon on the Mount.” He said, “Ye are 
the salt of  the earth: but if  the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot 
of  men” (Matt. 5:13).

Jesus is saying that if  we are one of  His disciples, we must 
try to be: 

Different to the world around us
We all know what salt looks like. It’s small and white 
and has a peculiar taste of  its own, unlike anything 
else. When it is added to food it retains its flavour. You 
can still taste it in your soup or on your fish and chips. 
Christians must be different and distinct. It’s no accident 
Jesus followed v. 13 with, “Ye are the light of  the world.” 
Though the Church is often small compared to the rest of  
the world, we must obey God and try to influence others 
to behave the way God wants us to. That is not always 
easy and just like people find salt unpleasant sometimes, 
so the world finds Christians unpleasant as well – not 
because Christians aren’t nice people but because they 
are godly. Someone once said, “godliness is godlikeness.” 
Despite our smallness the Christian is also white. What 
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do I mean? In the sight of  God, we are “white as snow” 
(Isa. 1:18). In other words, we are declared righteous for 
Jesus’ sake. Our sins have been forgiven and we are made 
right with God.

Try and help the world around us be less sinful
When you add salt to food, it preserves it from rotting. 
Years ago, fish used to be salted in the summer ready to be 
eaten during the winter. Imagine fish without salt! How 
horrible it would taste! In a similar way, Christians must 
exercise a good influence and preserve the godly heritage 
God has given us; this will keep back corruption. What 
must we preserve? There are lots of  things but perhaps 
the most important one is God’s Word. The Bible is “our 
salt.” It preserves our homes and our families. If  everyone 
read it, our workplaces would be better and society would 
be happier! Do you read the Bible? Do you believe what 
you read? Many sadly do not and are the poorer for it. 
Someone once said that if  Christians lived the kind of  life 
that is expected of  them, unbelief  would disappear! How 
important then that we read our Bibles!

Christians are supposed to be a restraint on wickedness. 
Possibly one of  the reasons the likes of  Hitler and Stalin 
rose to prominence was because good men did nothing. 
Someone said, “the only thing necessary for the triumph 
of  evil is when good men do nothing.” This is true and 
perhaps we could amend that saying slightly so it reads, 
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of  sin is for 
Christians to do nothing.” How challenging! No one likes 

This month we begin a new series of  
articles on the Parables of  Jesus.



To help keep us in line, we must remember God sees 
in the dark. The fear of  the LORD will go a long way 
to help us stay away from sin. Listen to the solemn 
words of  Moses in Psalm 90:8, “Thou hast set our 
iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of  thy 
countenance.” Be sure to walk humbly before God in 
private. If  the presence of  other people helps to keep 
us from many sins, how much more our God who sees 
us in secret! This is a challenging area for the Christian. 
Remember, God sees you. In a way, this is a comfort. 
But it is also a challenge! 

We keep bad company 
The truth is that we become like the people who are our 
friends. If  we keep good company, we become like them. 
If  we keep bad company, we become like them. So, what 
sort of  company should you seek out? Other Christians. 
However, that is not always possible. Most of  the time, 
the Christian can feel lonely, even in a crowd! It’s not 
that the Christian doesn’t like people; it’s that he doesn’t 
want to behave like them, if  they are ungodly. It is easy to 
get carried away with the world. That brings problems, 
because on the one hand we are in the world but we are 
not of the world. Ideally, we should seek out the company 
of  other Christians. This is why it is good to become 
part of  your local Congregation. One of  the advantages 
of  church life is regular fellowship, whether in public 
or private. I often think of  fellowship as little pools of  
water in a hot desert, needful and refreshing! The more 
we allow ourselves to be influenced by godly people, the 
more we will take on their godly habits and attitudes 
(Phil. 4:9). 

The Christian must dare to be different. He must be “the 
salt of  the earth.” How challenging! Is this a picture of  
your life? Are you a Christian and, if  so, do the people 
around you know you as a Christian? Are you “the salt of  
the earth?” 

to stand alone, though. But the Bible is full of  encouraging 
examples of  people who stood up for God’s truth and 
did so alone. Take Daniel for instance. What a wonderful 
man of  God! No matter how great the cost, he refused to 
compromise with God’s Word. We can’t imagine this was 
easy for Daniel but he had a great God and God blessed his 
witness by enshrining his story in the pages of  His Word. 
I hope Daniel is an encouragement to you. Perhaps, you are 
in the middle of  a situation, whether at school, at home, or 
at work and you know it’s right to stand up for what the 
Bible says. If  you pray about it and say things lovingly and 
wisely God will help you and bless you like Daniel. 

We are salt, then. But the Saviour doesn’t stop there. He 
carries on: “but if  the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing…” 
It’s easy for Christians to lose their saltiness. This means 
it’s easy to give up and to give in and no longer exercise 
godliness in our lives. When this happens, we backslide. 
Why do we lose our saltiness? We lose it when: 

We stop praying 
Private prayer is so important. It’s the engine room of  the 
soul. Imagine a huge ship sailing on the ocean. It can only 
go forward if  the engine is running. Spiritually, we can 
only move forward if  prayer is running the soul! What if  
you feel you aren’t very good at prayer? Don’t worry; we 
all struggle with prayer at times, but the important thing 
to do is start doing it. Private prayer warms the soul, 
brings you closer to God and gets you ready for the day. 
The more you do it, the stronger the habit becomes. We 
can go freely and boldly into a friend’s house whom we 
often visit and so it is with prayer. Someone who is in the 
habit of  prayer will eventually do it with ease and delight. 

We sin secretly 
If  we leave secret sins unchecked, it will spoil our 
spiritual growth. Like weeds, they must be rooted out. 
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1. One of  the people in this puzzle failed to open a door for another person in the puzzle. 

Can you name the two of  them?  _______________________________________

2. Which one of  the people in this puzzle was raised from the dead?   ______________________________________

3. Which one of  the people in this puzzle was in prison with Paul in Philippi?  _______________________________

PEOPLE WE MEET IN ACTS

Paul, Saul
Peter

Rhoda
Stephen
Matthias
Ananias
Dorcas

Barnabas
Silas
Lydia


