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SKIPPER 
SAYS GOODBYE!

Over the past six months life has been very strange. 
Because of the coronavirus Covid-19 schools, shops and 
even churches have been closed for many months. We 
are thankful that things may be beginning to open up 
again but for some people things will not be the same 
again. Sadly some people have lost their work and will 
have to try and find new employment. Others have 
reached the age when they are going to retire and will not 
be going back to work again. You will probably be quite 
sad to hear that Skipper is also going to retire and this 
will be the last Skipper article in the Explorer. Skipper is 
getting old and doesn't have as many adventures now as 
he used to. Nowadays he prefers lying around to running 
around; although he still enjoys his visits to the wood. 
Skipper has been a regular feature in the Explorer for 
about seven years and we are very grateful to Skipper's 
owners for allowing us to share his adventures every 
month.

I was looking back today at some of the Skipper Tales 
from the past. I wonder if you remember the story where 
Skipper met the seals at the beach? Apparently another 
dog had approached the seals and had been attacked. 
The dog was just being friendly, but the seal thought it 
was his next meal! We learned from that story about the 
importance of choosing friends carefully. On another 
occasion Skipper had a new toy box and made a terrible 
mess and we were reminded about Adam's sin and 
the damage it brought into the world. The story about 
Skipper's three beds warned us against being lazy while 
the tale about the exploding cooker reminded us of Psalm 
91 and the safety promised to those who trust in the Lord. 
Then there was the story about Skipper and the chocolate 
slice; no prizes for guessing what that one was about!
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I was reading today about Hagar in the Book of 
Genesis. After she fled from the home of Abraham 
the Lord met her and "she called the name of the 
LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me". 
(Genesis 16:13) This reminded me of a story I once 
read about a missionary who was working in a foreign 
land. To help him with his work he employed some 
local men to work in his garden. While he watched 
them the men usually worked quite hard, but he was 
suspicious that they didn't work as hard when he was 
not around. Maybe you are a bit like that yourself! Do 
you do less work when you think no-one is watching?

One day the missionary had to go away. How could 
he try and make sure the men would not spend the 
day doing nothing? What would you have done? Well, 
many years before, the missionary had lost one of his 
eyes and it had been replaced with a glass eye. He took 
out his glass eye and put it on top of a post, telling the 
men that the eye would be watching them whilst he 
was away! He should not have done this as it was not 
true; the glass eye could not see anything!

The men believed what the missionary had said but after 
a while they got tired; they didn't want that eye watching 
them all day! Then one of them had an idea; he got a hat 
and creeping up behind the post on which it rested he 
put the hat over the glass eye! The men relaxed as they 
believed the eye could no longer see them!

It would have been better for the missionary to tell 
those men about the all-seeing eye of God which none 
of us can ever escape from. There is nothing hidden 
from God's eye and we should always remember that. 
He is even able to see deep into our hearts. He knows all 
our secrets and God never forgets anything. One day we 
will all have to stand before God and all our lives, and 
secrets, will be revealed. Our only hope is that before 
then we have repented of our sin and found forgiveness 
and peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

In the Bible we read about a number of very sad goodbye's. 
In the Book of Ruth we meet a woman called Orpah. She 
decides not to go with Naomi and Ruth to Bethlehem; 
preferring to stay in the land of Moab. All three women 
are very sad when the time comes to part but we feel 
especially sad for Orpah because she made the wrong 
choice. Ruth was wiser and stayed with Naomi and more 
importantly chose to follow the Lord instead of the false 
idols of Moab. I hope you are more like Ruth than Orpah 
and that you are making wise choices as you grow up. 

In the Book of Acts the Apostle Paul meets with the elders 
from Ephesus and tells them that he will never see them 
again. Naturally they are all very sad but Paul gives them 
good advice; telling them to carefully follow the Lord and 
to look after the Lord's people. I'm sure they would have 
felt unready and in many ways unable for such important 
work but Paul encourages them by commending them to 
God, "and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified". (Acts 20:32) Whatever choices we 
make in this life we need to remember that we will never 
manage without the Lord. We need his light and power in 
our lives and without it we can never travel safely through 
this world.

Probably the saddest goodbye of all was when the time 
had come for the Lord Jesus Christ to leave this world and 
his disciples behind. His work here was finished and he 
was now returning to glory. The disciples were very sad 
and probably very unsure how they would ever manage 
without their beloved master. He encourages them by 
explaining that the Holy Spirit would be sent as a guide 
and Comforter. They were not going to be abandoned 
like unloved orphans for even although the Lord would 
no longer be there bodily he would be with them by his 
Spirit. That is still a great encouragement for the Christian. 
At times they may feel very lonely in this world but it is 
important for them to remember that they are never 
alone; the Lord has promised never to leave or forsake 
them. 

I hope you have enjoyed reading about Skipper and that 
we have all learned something from his stories. We have 
followed him from his days as quite a young pup to these 
older years and we wish him a quiet and peaceful time in 
the coming days.
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The Story of Muckle Kate

Many years ago there was a woman known as 
‘Muckle Kate’ who lived in a village on the west 
coast of Scotland called Lochcarron. ‘Muckle’ 
means big and, as the name suggests, Kate was 
indeed a large and apparently rather unattractive 
woman. At that time there were many Christians 
living in Lochcarron and they had a godly 
minister; Rev Lachlan MacKenzie. Sadly, Kate 
did not attend the church and lived a wicked 
and ungodly life. Some people change, at least 
outwardly, as they grow older and become less 
open in their opposition to the Lord, but not 
big Kate. Although she was over eighty years of 
age she still showed no signs of interest in the 
Gospel or concern for her soul. This is a warning 
to people who think that by their own power 
they will change their lives when they get older. 
Sin holds us in chains and the passing years 
don’t make repentance and turning to Christ any 
easier; in fact our hearts always tend to harden 
against the Lord as time goes by.

Kate had kind Christian neighbours but they 
were not able to talk to her about the Lord or get 

her to attend church. Neither was the minister, 
although Mr MacKenzie tried to speak to her on 
many occasions and often urged her to come to 
church, but she always refused. Mr MacKenzie 
prayed for her and also began to think of some 
way in which she might hear the Gospel. One day 
he came up with a plan!

At that time some of the people in the village 
would meet in the evening in various homes. 
There the women would do needle work and 
craft, making clothes and working on wool 
while the men would mend their shoes or make 
fishing baskets and creels. Very little English was 
spoken in Lochcarron in those days and while 
they worked they would sing Gaelic songs. Kate 
liked these meetings and was often present. Mr 
MacKenzie, who was a good poet, wrote a song 
in which some of the known sins of big Kate were 
mentioned and strongly condemned. He set the 
words to music and then taught it to a number 
of those who attended these evening gatherings. 
Having trained them he then told them to sing it 
one night when Kate was in the company. 
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When Kate heard this song she was deeply 
convicted of her sins and deeply troubled in 
her soul. She was unable to do any work and 
wandered round the village weeping over her 
sinful life. She wept so much that she actually 
became blind. On one occasion when she went 
to talk to the minister she heard some ducks 
quacking. Not knowing that anyone else was 
around she spoke to the ducks and said that they 
could be happy as they had no sin and would 
never face judgement. 

She continued in this unhappy state for several 
years and although she could see no hope for 
her soul the minister believed that Kate had 
been truly converted. The time came round 
for the communion season when the Lord’s 
people would remember Christ’s death at 
the Lord’s Table. Mr MacKenzie encouraged 
Kate to take communion as she had so clearly 
repented of her sins. Kate refused and said 
that if someone like her sat at the Lord’s Table 
it would spoil the sacrament and pollute the 
whole congregation. 

The Sabbath of the communion arrived and 
the Lord’s Supper took place as usual. The 
service was almost over and everyone had 
risen from the Lord’s Table when a loud cry of 
despair was heard. Everyone turned to see who 
it was. It was Kate! Mr MacKenzie knew very 
well what had caused her cry and he went and 
kindly took her by the hand and led her to the 
communion table. The bread and the wine were 
brought again and ‘Muckle Kate’ took them to 
remember her Saviour’s death and to declare 
to the whole of the village that the Lord Jesus 
had died to take away her sins. It must have 
been a wonderful sight to see the old woman 
who had for so many years mocked God’s 
people sit there at His Table. Mr MacKenzie 
then spoke on the text, “there shall not an hoof 
be left behind”. (Exodus 10:26) What they saw 
that day and the address by Mr MacKenzie had 
a great effect on many people and a number of 
them would say that they were converted the 
day ‘Muckle Kate’ sat at the Lord’s Table for 
the first time.

Kate lived for a few more years and it was very 
clear to everyone that her life had been changed. 
She continued to have a deep sense of sin but 
alongside that she also had a deep knowledge of 
Christ in whom she had come to trust.

She used every opportunity she got to tell others 
of Christ and what the Lord had done in her life. 
Eventually when she was about ninety years old 
the time came for Kate to die and even in the 
face of death her faith in Christ never wavered. 
As she was about to die she said, “Tell, tell others 
that I have found Him (Christ). Lay the emphasis 
on the ‘I’. Yes, even a sinner as great as I. Tell 
them that the worst of sinners; the drunkard, 
the profligate, the Sabbath breaker, the thief, 
the blasphemer, the liar, the scoffer, the infidel, 
tell them that I was a person guilty of every sin. 
Even I have found a Saviour; even I have known 
a Saviour’s love.”

Poor Kate became rich Kate and sad Kate became 
happy Kate. You may not have lived such a sinful 
life as big Kate but we are all sinners in need of 
a Saviour. The Bible tells us that there is “none 
righteous, no, not one”. (Romans 3:10) It also 
points us to Christ who is able “to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them”. (Hebrews 7:25)



THE TWO 
BUILDERS
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It’s good to listen to advice, isn’t it? 

Of  course, not all advice is good advice. Sometimes people 
tell us things and we do as they say, only to discover it 
wasn’t a good idea to listen to them in the first place! 

A lot depends on who’s giving the advice. Those whom 
we love most often give the best advice because they 
care for us. Jesus is someone we can listen to because He 
cares about us very much. He always gave the best advice. 
Sometimes His advice came in the form of  short stories, 
and we call them ‘parables’. Last month we looked at The 
Salty Christian. This month, we’re going to consider what 
Jesus said about the wise and foolish builders (Matt. 7: 
24 – 27). 

Two Builders 
Have you ever seen a house being built? Do you know 
what the builders do first? Once they clear the ground, 
they lay the foundation. Every house needs a foundation. 
The foundation is the bottom part that bears the load of  
the house, so it’s important to get it right! If  the builders 
get the foundation wrong the rest of  the house is in 
danger. Jesus says His words are like a foundation, which 
means if  we live our lives just like He tells us our souls 
are safe. 

Your soul is like a house. As there are different rooms in 
a house, so there are different “rooms” in your soul. Let’s 
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think about what Jesus has to say about your heart-room. 
We love with our hearts, don’t we? Jesus said, “If  ye 
love me, keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15) Do you 
love Jesus for all the good things He’s given you? It’s 
important to love Jesus. Let’s think about another room. 
How about your ear-room? Do you listen to what Jesus 
says to you as the Bible is being read out loud, or not? 
Listening to the Bible is like listening to Jesus. Jesus 
said, “Take heed therefore how ye hear” (Luke 8:18). If  
we aren’t listening properly, we will miss what Jesus has 
to say, so be sure to read your Bible and listen to the 
Minister every Sabbath! Let’s take one more room. How 
about your eye-room? The believer walks by faith and 
“not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) Though he cannot 
see Jesus, he pictures Him in heaven, the almighty King 
sitting on His throne, ruling all things. When we obey 
Jesus, it’s like all the rooms in our soul are stored with 
His words, just like our rooms at home store precious 
things.

The foolish builder, on the other hand, chose not to build 
his house on a good foundation. Sadly, there are lots of  
people today who don’t listen to Jesus. They build their 
lives on everything else but Jesus – cars, money, well-paid 
jobs, entertainment, themselves! That is like building a 
house on sand, which is foolish and dangerous because it 
is unstable! What of  their “soul rooms?” Their souls are 
filled not with Jesus’s words, but the devil’s, and they only 
discover this when it’s too late. 



this – unmoveable and unbreakable because Jesus died for 
sinners. He endured a terrible “storm” on the cross for us. It 
went dark for three hours and there on the cross Jesus was 
punished in our place. Because Jesus died for sinners, God 
spares them the eternal storm that comes after death. He 
is our rock, so be sure to have Jesus as your foundation. Do 
you remember what I said about listening to good advice? 
Jesus says, “Repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 
This is the best advice anyone can ever have! If  you repent 
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and make Him your 
rock in life by faith, all will be well. If  you listen to Jesus, 
you have received excellent advice. “But be ye doers of  the 
Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” 
(James 1:22). Have you made Jesus your foundation? Are 
you building your life on the sturdy ‘rock’ of  His sayings? 
There was a man once who listened to Jesus, and made Him 
his rock and he wrote these words about the Lord and the 
new hope he had in Christ -

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

One Storm 
Jesus says, “And the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew.” One night, a terrible storm broke out. 
Sometimes, people speak about the “storms of  life.” Life is 
not easy, sadly. It’s filled with all sorts of  trouble because 
of  our sin. When one trouble comes along, it’s like a mini 
storm over us – dark, difficult and long sometimes, and 
when that ends, another takes its place. But the biggest 
storm of  all is death. I know it’s not nice to think about. 
Who does? Not even adults like to think about it, and the 
Minister certainly doesn’t either! But it’s important we do 
because one day, we will die, and Jesus says our souls will 
either go to Heaven to be with Him or to Hell to be with 
the devil. This is why He says He must be our “rock” in 
life. If  we listen to Jesus and make Him our “rock” He will 
be with us every day of  life and carry us in death and keep 
us safe from Hell and God’s anger. 

Two Ends
The foolish man lost everything. Jesus said the fall was 
“great” (v.27). In the end, those who ignore Jesus lose 
everything. The wise man, however, was safe. His house 
“fell not: for it was founded upon a rock” (v.25). 

Ah, how wonderful it is to have Jesus as your rock! A 
rock is unmoveable and unbreakable. Our salvation is like 
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Can you think of 3 other examples of God doing wonderful things in a similar way?

1.   ____________________________________________________________________________

2.   ____________________________________________________________________________

3.   ____________________________________________________________________________

PETER FREED FROM PRISON

Read the account of Peter in prison in Acts chapter 12 and then see 
if you can work out what it says in the box above. Begin by filling in 
the letters already given in the key below and then try to work out 
the remaining letters. When all the letters are fitted in it spells out an 

important lesson we learn from Peter's time in prison.

3 12 6 14 9 2 1 74 2

15 7 14 45 7 2 8 9

1 12 69 4 7 10 1113

1 14 5 2

1 2 43 5 6 7 8

9 10 1211 13 14 15

W G R

O A P


