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SKIPPER AND 
THE LION!

Yes, I thought that might get your attention! I shall say 
more about the lion later; so you shall have to wait a 
bit to hear about that. As I'm sure you all know by now 
Skipper's favourite walk is through the local woods and 
I am sure I have told you that the quickest and best way 
to get there is through the field gate, along the edge of 
the field and over a style and then you come to a gate 
directly into the woods. In good weather this is also the 
way most children walk to school. At the top of the hill 
the farmer keeps his Highland Cattle, usually in a back 
field well away from the road. If you have ever seen 
any Highland Cattle you will know that they can look 
impressive but with their big horns you don't feel you 
want to get too near them and the farmer has put a 
notice on the gate warning people not to go too close. 

One day recently we went for our walk, past the field gate 
and up the hill and suddenly Skipper stopped, sniffed and 
came running back. Nothing would make him go up the 
hill, not even when we put on the lead. When we looked 
more closely we saw that there were cows and their calves 
in the field. Now of course Skipper can't read the notice the 
farmer has put up but he has a great sense of smell and so 
even before we saw the cows he knew they were there.

But where, I hear you ask, does the lion fit into all this? 
Well, I'm happy to say that Skipper didn't meet a lion 
but his fear of the cows reminded me of a strange story I 
heard recently. Many years ago a cruel man took his little 
dog with him to visit a zoo. The dog was misbehaving and 
it refused to do what it was told. This was in the early days 
of zoos and the animals were not as well enclosed as they 
are now and as they passed the lion's enclosure the man 
picked up the dog and threw it inside!
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This month we seem to have a bit of a theme: a 
number of our articles are about boats and our cover 
picture also features a boat. On the subject of boats, 
I was reading the other day about a man who had a 
business taking people in kayaks down the Zambezi 
river near the Victoria Falls.

One day one of the other kayaks was attacked by a 
huge hippopotamus which forced it to capsize. As the 
man paddled across to try and help he suddenly found 
himself engulfed in total darkness. At first he couldn't 
understand what was happening; it was as if he had 
gone blind and deaf.  He was aware that his legs were 
surrounded by water and he seemed to be trapped in 
something slimy. All around him there was a terrible 
smell, like rotten eggs, and a tremendous pressure 
against his chest. As he felt around with his hands 
he slowly realised that he was inside the mouth of a 
hippo! After a terrible struggle he managed to escape 
but the animal caught him again before he could get to 
safety. It threw him into the air and then shook him like 
a dog with a rag doll. Despite being severely wounded 
the man survived, but sadly another man in the group 
was killed in the attack.

This reminded me of Jonah, although in his case it was 
a rescue and not an attack which took place. In the 
Book of Jonah we read of Jonah praying from the belly 
of the great fish. In that prayer he says, amongst other 
things, that "Salvation is of the LORD." (Jonah 2:9) How 
true that is; we need the Lord to keep us safe every day 
of life. We are very unlikely to ever be swallowed by 
a hippo, but there are many other dangers out there. 
The greatest danger of all comes from Satan, who 
wants to keep us in his power for ever, and like that 
hippo he would destroy us if he could. We need God's 
power to save us out of Satan's hands and God is able 
to do that for us because, "Salvation is of the LORD"! 
Make sure you seek that salvation for yourself.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

The little dog was terrified; it went up into a corner and 
lay there. The lion slowly walked towards it, put out one 
of its great paws and placed it on the little dog's head. 
Then it stretched its great body and lay down beside 
the terrified little creature! The man felt sorry for what 
he had done; and so he should. He found a keeper who 
said, 'Here are the keys; you get the dog yourself'. I 
suppose he knew the man wouldn't dare. Amazingly the 
dog and the lion became great friends. As far as I know 
they didn't leave the dog in the enclosure but I believe 
it stayed on at the zoo and would visit its big friend from 
time to time. The lion turned out to be a good friend, 
much better than the horrible man who had owned the 
dog at first.

The lion is often called the king of the jungle and no wonder. 
Lions are very powerful and can be very dangerous. You 
might remember that the Bible speaks of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as 'the Lion of the tribe of Juda'. (Revelation 5:5) 
He is a king who has all power 'in heaven and in earth'. 
(Matthew 28:18) He is also the friend of sinners who died 
in order to save his poor weak people. How tenderly he 
puts his arms around poor sinners and how diligently he 
defends them. Satan is like the cruel man who tossed his 
dog into the enclosure, Satan does not love us nor care 
for us. He only wants to see us destroyed. Jesus is full of 
love, and poor sinners who come to him trembling, as 
the poor dog came to the lion, find that he is more than 
willing to forgive their sins and shelter their souls. On the 
other hand, if we do not seek him now when he is ready 
to forgive us we shall have to meet him as our judge and 
hear the roar of the lion!

When you next see a picture of a lion remember the little 
dog, his cruel owner and the kind king of the jungle and 
remember, especially, what all this teaches 
us about the Lord Jesus Christ.
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AVOIDING 
SHIPWRECK

Reliable Chart
One thing needful is a reliable chart which warns of 
all the dangers ahead. Not all charts are the same. 
Some are more detailed and others are more accurate. 
Indeed, it is said that many of today’s electronic charts 
are quite unreliable for use on their own. It is easy to 
see how using the wrong chart can lead to problems. 
The ship’s Captain claimed the rock they hit was not on 
his chart. Only one chart, the Bible, is reliable enough 
to help steer a safe passage through life. It is infallible, 
having come from the God of truth who cannot lie. 
Without it, shipwreck is inevitable. Of course, to be of 
help it must be used properly. Personal observations 
and warnings from instruments (or preachers) must be 
related to the chart and action taken quickly. Only then 
will hazards be avoided and the ship or soul be safe.

Safe Route
Another requirement is a safe route. It appears that 
the Captain’s chosen route was not the obvious, safest 
passage. Had he not been there, the ship would not 
have been holed.  It is all too easy to stray from the way 
of spiritual and moral safety. To place one’s self near to 
danger is to court disaster. Many have sailed too close 
to the wind or the shore and been lost (or lived to regret 
it). Hankering after the things of this world, pleasures 
and sin has destroyed many. Only following Christ is 
safe.  

Acting Quickly
One thing puzzling experts is why it took so long after 
problems arose for the ship to head for shallow waters 
or to be abandoned. Valuable time was lost and with it 
some precious lives. How many are like this with their 

This article, and the one which follows it, originally appeared in the Stornoway Messenger of 
February 2012 following an accident involving a cruise ship called the Costa Concordia.

own soul. They know there is a problem yet plough on 
regardless or make vain attempts to sort out things for 
themselves. “Peace, peace, where there is no peace” 
may silence the conscience, but danger remains. Only 
the speedy turning from sin, the abandoning of wrong 
habits and trusting in Christ the Saviour can ensure 
deliverance. Many have delayed and perished. “Seek 
the Lord, while he is to be found.”

A Selfless Captain
Questions have also been raised about the ship’s 
master. Instead of taking command to ensure all got 
off safely and efficiently, it appears that he abandoned 
his post, thinking of himself rather than others. How 
unlike the Lord Jesus, the Captain of our salvation. 
That “he saved others, himself he cannot save” is to 
his eternal glory as well as to the good of sinners. Had 
he abandoned his post and come down from the cross, 
sin would have been left un-dealt with; he would have 
been no Saviour, and faith in him would have been 
vain. He was willing to take the sinner’s place and 
died to save them from sin and condemnation. Such 
a Captain is worthy of full confidence, for only he can 
save sinners from sin, death and hell and bring them 
to the port of heaven. How important that we are under 
his command!
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A SURE 
GUIDE TO 
HEAVEN

The Bible is like a ship’s chart, given by God to guide 
the soul through life and help bring it safely into 
the heavenly haven. Without it the soul is in danger, 
unaware of dangers and likely to stray far off course. 
How important it is to have it and to make proper use 
of it.  

An Accurate Guide
Experienced navigators tell us that ship’s charts appear 
in various editions and that not all are as accurate or 
reliable as they could be. Some leave out certain details 
and others are simply badly drawn. The results can be 
harmful and dangerous. Similarly, not all editions of 
the Bible are as reliable and accurate as others. The 
original is infallible and inerrant as it came from God’s 
hand and as it is preserved by Him in the Church. Yet 
some translations today are poor guides to heaven. 
How important to use an accurate version of the Bible 
such as the Authorised Version, which is based on the 
text preserved in the Church and was translated to be 
as near as possible to the original.  

A Constant Guide
Having the best chart is not enough unless it is studied 
and used. We need to read and study our Bibles. The 
wise person will want to watch out for any dangerous 
rocks of error and temptation that he might avoid them. 
As well as knowing the truth, he will want to learn from 
how others have fared on the way. Thankfully there are 
plenty of examples to help in the Word.  
 

An Exclusive Guide
If a sailor has a very accurate chart he will stick by 
it and compare his position to it. He will not allow 
himself to be distracted by the many pieces of advice 
and information thrown at him but will observe and 
compare what he is told and observes to it. Thus 
wisdom dictates that the Christian sticks by the Word, 
for there are no flaws or inaccuracies in it—all that he 
needs to know to guide him whilst on passage is to 
be found there. Some rely too much on the advice of 
others. However, these can easily lead people astray. 
The rocks of error and temptation are not always easily 
seen. What feels like the right way may be all wrong. 
Yet many rely on what they see or feel to the danger 
of their own soul. To walk by sight contrary to God’s 
revealed will is wrong as well as madness, and to rely 
on feelings apart from the Word is dangerous. Often 
what was felt or thought of as a safe route turns out 
to be full of dangers. Similarly, the advice from others, 
even ministers, will not be blindly accepted but like 
the Bereans in the Book of Acts, who ‘searched the 
scriptures’ (Acts 17:11) he will compare all things with 
the Word.  

An Unchanging Guide
Whilst some charts need updating due to shifting 
sands or other changes, the Word of God remains an 
unchanging guide through life. God is unchangeable 
and his Word shall never pass away.  His commands 
endure. This means that sin will always remain sin. His 
truth stands for ever in opposition to all error and his 
way of salvation remains open so long as the world 
exists. What a blessing if we have and make use of this 
unchanging guide. Here we can rest our weary souls, 
for we have found in it a Saviour, Jesus Christ, who 
promises never to leave those who trust in him but to 
bring them safely at last home to glory.



FAVOURITE PSALMS (6)

In this series of articles we have been thinking about some of our 
favourite Psalms and amongst them have been Psalm 23 and Psalm 
46. This month we are going to be thinking about Psalm 72 which is 
a particular favourite of the Editor's. This psalm is all about a king. 
It tells us what this king is like and it paints a wonderful picture of 
a ruler who is at the same time very powerful and very gracious. 
As we read it we remember the reign of King Solomon who was 
very rich and very wise. The Kingdom of Israel was probably at 
its most powerful in the days of Solomon. You might remember 
the visit Solomon had from the Queen of Sheba. She was amazed 
at all she saw in Jerusalem during her visit. However, as we shall 
see, this psalm points us to another king who is far greater than 
Solomon ever was. Who do you think I mean?
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A KIND KING
What sort of king would you be? Perhaps in 
a game you could pretend to be a cruel king 
who gives impossible orders and terrible 
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punishments! We know that there have been 
many kings and queens in the world who have 
been just like that. In the Bible we read of the 
great Pharaoh of Egypt at the time of Moses. 



knows this king's name and everyone obeys 
his orders. Some kings in history have ruled 
over many nations. At the time of the Roman 
Empire the Caesars governed many different 
countries. Alexander the Great was a king of 
the ancient Greek kingdom of Macedon. He 
fought many battles and he reigned over a 
huge empire. However it is unlikely that any 
king in history has ruled the entire world. Psalm 
72 prophesied that Jesus would rule every 
corner of the globe. "He shall have dominion 
also from sea to sea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth". (Verse 8) We know from 
other passages in the Bible that he is King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. He rules from heaven 
over all the nations of this world, directing all 
their affairs for his own glory and the good 
of his people. We can see the strange events 
of this year with the coronavirus Covid-19 as 
a reminder to us all that he is the only one 
who has "all power...in heaven and in earth". 
(Matthew 28:18)

Usually in our games the king's enemies are 
defeated and all the enemies of Christ have 
been defeated. At the very heart of that defeat 
is his death on the cross and the destruction of 
Satan's kingdom that he achieved there. Psalm 
72 also predicted this triumph, "They that dwell 
in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his 
enemies shall lick the dust. Yea, all kings shall 
fall down before him: all nations shall serve 
him. (Verses 9 & 11)

AN ETERNAL KING
Every game comes to an end; we get tired 
playing or it is time for bed. If we had something 
we used as a royal robe or a crown it is put 
away and we forget all about it. The Lord Jesus 
Christ will never lose his power or stop being 
king. The closing verses of the psalm tell us that 
he will reign for ever. "His name shall endure for 
ever: his name shall be continued as long as 
the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all 
nations shall call him blessed. And blessed be 
his glorious name for ever: and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory" (Verses 17 & 19)

Who belongs to Jesus' kingdom? All his 
subjects are poor sinners who have fled to him 
and found him to be the kind and powerful king 
which this psalm predicted he would be. He is 
ready to be a king and saviour for all who trust 
in him. Do you like Psalm 72? Is this king your 
king?
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He was a cruel king. The Children of Israel were 
slaves whom he treated very badly. He also 
ordered that the boys born into the families of 
the Israelites be killed at birth. Many years later 
we read of Herod who reigned when Jesus was 
born. He too ordered the death of children and 
was a very wicked man.

At other times in children's games the king will 
be kind, looking after the poor and defending 
them from their enemies. In our imagination 
this sort of good king will often go to war with 
bad kings, defeating them, and dangerous 
beasts too. There were good kings in the Bible. 
David was a good king, but even David was not 
perfect; like all of us, he was a sinner. The Bible 
tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ is also a king 
and he is a good king. He is the kindest and 
fairest of kings and he is the perfect king that 
Psalm 72 points us towards. He is the eternal 
Son of God but he took our nature and died 
on the cross to save sinners. Look at what this 
psalm says about him, "he shall deliver the 
needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him 
that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and 
needy, and shall save the souls of the needy". 
(Psalm 72:12-13)

A POWERFUL KING
Sometimes in games the king we are pretending 
to be rules over the whole world. Everyone 
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1. Who wrote the first five Books of the Old 
Testament?

________________________________________

2. In which Book do we first read about  
Samson?

________________________________________

3. In which Book do we first read about God 
giving the Ten Commandments?

________________________________________

4. Which New Testament Book is also hidden 
amongst the others?

________________________________________

Genesis 
Exodus

Leviticus
Numbers

Deuteronomy
Joshua  
Judges
Ruth  

Samuel 
Kings  

Chronicles 
Ezra  

Nehemiah
Esther  

Job  
Psalms 

Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes
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Song of Solomon
Isaiah  

Jeremiah 
Lamentations 

Ezekiel  
Daniel 
Hosea  

Joel 
Amos

Obadiah  
Jonah
Micah  
Nahum 

Habakkuk
Zephaniah 

Haggai
Zechariah  
Malachi 


