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WHERE HAS 
SKIPPER GONE NOW?

As you all know we are in the midst of a coronavirus 
crisis due to the spread of Covid-19. Across the world, 
governments have put strict rules in place limiting people's 
movement. This has meant that we have all had to stay in 
more than we might usually do and only go short walks 
near our homes to exercise or walk the dog. It is a great 
blessing that we live in a quiet part of the country with 
fields and a wood near us where we can walk Skipper.

We put a notice on our gate to tell anyone leaving a parcel 
to put it at the front door and ring the bell to alert us. One 
day, as Skipper and I were leaving for our walk I noticed that 
this sign had fallen off the gate and I stopped to put it back 
up again. As I was busy with the sign I noticed, out of the 
corner of my eye, that Skipper had set off by himself up the 
road. I wasn't worried because he is very good at lying down 
on the verge if he sees or even hears a car and I assumed he 
would wait for me at the gate of the field where we do our 
daily walk. I finished what I was doing and walked up the 
hill to the gate which is only a very short distance away and 
there was no sign of Skipper! I checked the gate and it was 
firmly shut so he couldn't have got in by himself. I looked 
up the hill and back down the road. I walked up to the next 
field and still there was no sign of him.

By this time I was a bit worried but I knew that on the few 
times he has run away before he has always gone into the 
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I was reading today about a man who had been given 
a new alarm clock. For some time it had worked well; 
waking him up each day. However, after a while it no 
longer woke him up. Had the clock broken? No, it still 
worked perfectly well but he had grown so used to 
its alarm that he no longer woke up when it went off. 
How strange that he had become so used to the noise 
of the clock that he no longer stirred at its sound. 
Perhaps you have had the same experience with your 
own alarm clock!

The alarm clock reminds us of our conscience. God gave 
us a conscience which would warn us against doing 
what was wrong. The alarm clock says, 'It's time to get 
up'. Conscience says, 'You must not do that'. 'You must 
not tell lies.' 'You must not have these bad thoughts'. It 
is important that we listen to and obey our conscience. 
We must stop when conscience says stop.

Sadly, just like that alarm clock, we can stop hearing the 
voice (the alarm) which comes from our conscience. 
If we continue to ignore it, it will gradually become 
quieter. We might be tempted to think that would be 
a good thing; we could do what we wanted without 
what we think is the annoying voice of conscience 
interfering with our plans. However, the truth is that a 
silent conscience is not a good thing. It is actually very 
dangerous. I wonder if Joseph's brothers were warned 
by their conscience when they started to treat him 
badly. Certainly they did not listen to what was right and 
they went on to sell Joseph and tell lies to their father.

We must take care to have our conscience kept alive 
and instructed by God's Word. Pray that the Lord 
would keep your conscience alert and active; that he 
would give you a soft and tender conscience. Every 
time you hear an alarm I would like you to remember 
that you have a conscience and that you must take 
care in obeying it. 

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

wood. Of course, as very few people are outside at the 
moment there was no one around to ask if they had seen 
him. I went back to the house, got in the car and drove up 
the hill and round the village; still no sign. I went to the 
woods, walked right round them but though I saw a few 
rabbits Skipper did not appear to be there. I drove round 
the village the other way and back to the woods and then 
I walked right round the woods again! By this time I was 
getting tired and very concerned. Where could Skipper 
have gone? I decided to go back home. As I walked in the 
door there was Skipper running towards me as if to say 
'where have YOU been?!' At first I was a bit annoyed as 
I was tired and thirsty but then I was so relieved that he 
had come home. We still don't know where he was and 
of course he can't tell us but he must have done a lot of 
running around because after a good dinner he fell asleep 
and hardly moved all night! Needless to say I slept well too!

There I was hunting high and low and Skipper was back 
at home all the time! Sometimes we can be just like that 
ourselves. We can be struggling to find an answer to our 
problems and a way out of our difficulties and then we 
see that the Lord had a solution prepared. There are times 
when the answer is there waiting for us, just as Skipper 
was waiting at home for me, but we only see that when 
we stop struggling by ourselves and look to God for help. 
In Isaiah 65:24 it says that "before they call, I will answer; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear." In Psalm 139 
it speaks of the Lord being before us and behind us. What 
a blessing if he is our Lord and Saviour and we have these 
promises for ourselves.
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Studying God's Word
The Book of Job
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and often endurance through mental pain. Only by God's 
power in our souls can we endure without complaining 
bitterly. Job endured even when the circumstances got 
worse and worse. None of us would choose suffering, 
but God sometimes chooses it for his people in order to 
teach them and to bring on to an end his own work in 
their souls. God was glorified by the power and grace he 
gave to Job which enabled him to endure through all his 
sorrows. In Chapter One, Satan had predicted that Job 
would not remain faithful to God when trouble and pain 
came into his life. How wrong Satan was!

3. FINAL LESSONS FROM JOB
The Apostle James reminds us that the end God had in 
view was not the end of Job! Through his sufferings he 
grew as a believer: learning to trust the Lord in difficult 
times and through his difficulties he has also been a 
source of help and encouragement to countless believers 
down through the years. 

I hope you have enjoyed this short series and that it will 
help you read and understand the Book of Job. I also hope 
it will challenge you to think of the needs of your soul. 
Job lost everything he had in this world but even when all 
else was gone he still had the Lord. At this time we are in 
the middle of a great epidemic, the corona virus Covid-19. 
We have seen many people lose their work, their health 
and even their lives. These events should also make us 
think about our souls and the need we have of peace with 
God and the hope of eternal life. That was the hope which 
helped and sustained Job through his hard times and it is 
still the only hope that will last.

6. JOB'S END
Over the past number of months we have been looking 
together at the life and experiences of Job, that wonderful 
Old Testament believer. He suffered many things but the 
Book of Job comes to an end on a happy note. 

1. HOW DOES IT ALL END?
In chapter 42 of the Book of Job we read that "the LORD 
turned the captivity of Job". His health improves and he is 
able to begin a new family life. We are not given too much 
by way of detail but we read that "the LORD blessed the 
latter end of Job more than his beginning". (Job 42:12) 
In the very midst of his sufferings he had expressed 
confidence in the Lord. Do you remember what he says in 
chapter 19? "I know that my redeemer liveth". (Job 19:25) 
Now that living redeemer rescues Job from his sorrows.

The Lord Jesus Christ warned those who wished to follow 
him that they would face sufferings. The Christian life has 
many difficulties. There is a struggle with sin, and there is 
the hatred and opposition of Satan which Job experienced 
to such an awful extent. There will also be misunderstanding 
and opposition from other men and women, some of them 
friends. You remember the way in which Job's friends failed 
to bring him any comfort and in fact brought more sorrow 
and unfair accusations into his life. If we are Christians we 
need not be surprised by these things; the Lord has warned 
us that they would come and we see in the Bible that this 
was often the experience of God's people. 

2. PATIENCE
The Apostle James writes "Ye have heard of the patience of 
Job". (James 5:11) Patience in Scripture means endurance, 
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GEORGE 
WISHART 
AND THE 
PLAGUE 
IN DUNDEE
George Wishart was born in Scotland in 1513. He was tall, with 
black hair and a long beard. He went to university in France 
and then became a priest. By 1538 he was back in Scotland as 
a school teacher in Montrose, a town near Dundee, where he 
taught his students the New Testament in Greek. When the 
Bishop of Brechin heard that Wishart was teaching young men 
to read the Bible in its original language he was furious. Fearing 
for his life George Wishart fled to England where once more 
he got into trouble for his preaching. By 1542 he was teaching 
at Cambridge University, where he was well known for his 
kindness and generosity towards others. He often gave his 
clothes and bed-sheets to the poor. This kindness and concern 
would soon be shown in very dangerous circumstances.

In 1543, Wishart returned to the east coast of Scotland where 
he preached in Montrose and Dundee. In 1544 a terrible plague 
broke out in Dundee and as soon as Wishart heard of it he went 
back there, preaching to everyone and caring for the sick. At 
the same time as others were doing their best to escape the 
city he was determined to stay and help. Only eternity will 
reveal how many souls were helped by this brave man. In our 
own day many Christian doctors, nurses and carers are looking 

getting it. Often the carers’ 
own lives will be in danger 
just as Wishart’s was in 
the midst of the plague in 
Dundee. We should pray 
for those who try and help 
and heal others during this 
time of serious illness in 
the world. We should pray 
that the Lord would keep 
them safe and that they, 
like George Wishart, would be able to show and tell the grace 
of the Lord. 

As Wishart cared for the people in the city, he told them how 
there was a worse disease than the plague, and that was 
the disease of sin, which could only be healed by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He preached to those still apparently uninfected 
inside the city gate and those on the other side who had been 
expelled because they were infected. On one occasion he stood 
at the East Gate in Dundee and as the people gathered around 
him he preached to them on these appropriate words in the 
107th Psalm “He sent his word and healed them;” adding, by 
way of paraphrase, “It is neither herb nor plaister, O Lord, but 
thy word heals all.” The people of the city were very grateful 
to George Wishart and there is an arch with a plaque at the 
Cowgate in Dundee which commemorates his bravery.

His enemies hated his preaching and the Roman Catholic 
Cardinal Beaton sent a priest to kill Wishart with a dagger. 
However Wishart took the dagger off the priest before 
defending the man from the angry crowd. Wishart survived 
another attack on his life by Beaton before finally being 
arrested near Edinburgh in 1546. By this time John Knox was 
alongside Wishart as a bodyguard, carrying a large two-handed 
sword. Wishart was taken to St Andrews and kept in prison in 
the dungeon of the castle. At his trial, he was found guilty of 
being a heretic (a false teacher) because of what he had been 
preaching, even though he answered all the accusations against 
him by quoting from the Bible. He was then hanged and burnt 
at the stake outside the castle. His preaching had helped unite after others who 

are sick with 
the coronavirus 
Covid-19, or 
are in danger of 

believers across 
Scotland, and like 
Patrick Hamilton, 
his death actually 
furthered the spread 
of the gospel.



FAVOURITE PSALMS (3)

Over the last two months we have been thinking about 
some of our favourite Psalms. We have thought about 
Psalm 23 and Psalm 116. This month we are going to be 
thinking about Psalm 46. This psalm has been very 
precious to Christians when they have had to face 
dangers and difficulties. It is said that this psalm 
was a special favourite of Martin Luther the great 
Reformer.

GOD IS OUR REFUGE
Psalm 46 begins with the words, "God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble." The Psalm was probably written at 
a time of great danger for God's people; a 
time when their enemies were very powerful 
and danger lurked on all sides. The Christian 
always has dangerous enemies, indeed we 
all do: Satan goes about like a prowling lion 
always trying to make us sin against God and 
bring sadness and trouble into our own lives. 

The verse begins with the word "God". In that 
way we are being shown that God, and God 
alone is the one to whom we should turn in our 
difficulties. It is showing us that we don't need 
to look anywhere else for help. He is powerful 
and kind and will always be a refuge for those 
who flee to him for help and shelter.

EVEN THOUGH THE MOUNTAINS ARE 
REMOVED
In the second verse we are reminded of God's 
great power. "Therefore will not we fear, 
though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea." 
Imagine a storm so great that the mountains 
were moved and blown into the sea! Not even 
the worst of earthquakes are that bad but the 
psalm is saying even if that were to happen we 
do not need to be afraid!

As we live in the middle of this coronavirus 
illness with all the problems it has brought, it 
can often feel very dangerous and uncertain. 
Many of the things which looked so strong 
and immoveable before this disease came 
into our lives have been shaken and removed. 
Who would ever have imagined, for example, 

that our churches would be closed for many 
weeks, perhaps even many months? It looks 
as though even the Lord is not in control but 
Psalm 46 is assuring us that he is, and that we 
can continue to trust him no matter what may 
happen.

SEE GOD'S WORK
The Psalmist invites us to listen and hear 
God's voice and to look and see God's work; 
breaking bows and ending wars. The Lord is 
not silent and there are evidences of his work 
all around us. It is not politicians or armies who 
control events in the world but the Lord. That 
is why we pray to him for peace where there is 
war and healing where there is disease. Many 
people do not know where to turn in the midst 
of the coronavirus but the Bible shows us that 
we should, and must, turn to the Lord.

BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD
There can be no doubt that the Lord is speaking 
to all of us through the coronavirus. For too long 
we have ignored his Word. We have broken his 
laws and believed that we were so strong and 
advanced that nothing could stop us. How very 
easily the Lord has brought everything to a 
halt: our churches, schools and shops closed. 
As it says in verse 10 we need to "be still and 
know" that he is God. We need to repent of our 
sin and give him his proper place in our lives. 
However, if we trust in him, we need not be 
afraid for he is still in control of all things and 
even this dreadful disease is being used by 
him to weaken the evil work of Satan and bring 
on the Lord's kingdom.

The story is told of a king in Africa who had 
a close friend who had a habit of saying, no 
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matter what happened, "This is good!" Most 
of the time the king paid very little attention 
to his friend's words. However, one day while 
they were out hunting the king's gun did not 
work properly and his thumb was blown off. 
Examining the situation his friend said, as 
usual, "This is good!" To which the king replied, 
in a rage, "No, this is not good!" and sent his 
friend to jail!

About a year later, the king was hunting in a very 
dangerous area which he had been warned not 
to go near. Cannibals captured him and took 
him to their village. Cannibals are people who 
eat other humans and they got ready to kill the 
king. As they were getting a fire started they 
noticed that the king was missing a thumb. 
They were a very superstitious tribe and one 
of their rules was never to eat anything which 
was less than whole. So untying the king, they 
let him return home.

As he returned home, he thought again of the 
accident and his friend's words and felt very 
sorry for the way in which he had treated his old 
friend. He went immediately to the jail to speak 
to his friend. "You were right," he said, "it was 
good that my thumb was blown off; it saved my 
life today!" He immediately set his friend free 
and begged his forgiveness for putting him in 
jail. His friend, being a kind, gentle man forgave 
him and probably said "This is good!".

William Carey was a missionary in India and 
served the Lord in that country for forty years, 
never once being able to go back home to 

England. Throughout the years he was in India 
he worked hard translating parts of the Bible 
into over a dozen Indian languages.

One afternoon, after 20 years of hard work, a 
fire raged through his printing room and the 
warehouse which he used for storage. All of his 
printing equipment was destroyed and most 
of his precious translation work. Obviously, 
in that day there were no computer back-up 
copies or even photocopies kept somewhere 
else. Tragically, 20 years of non-stop labour 
was gone within a few hours.

Many people would have been devastated by 
the loss, but not William Carey. This is what 
he wrote to a friend back home in England: 
"The ground must be laboured over again, 
but we are not discouraged. We have all been 
supported under the affliction and kept from 
discouragement. To me the thought of Divine 
sovereignty (the fact that God controls all things 
for his own glory and the good of his church) 
and wisdom has been very supporting." Then 
he quoted from Psalm 46:10, "Be still and know 
that I am God."

Why not find a Bible and read Psalm 46 or even 
better turn to the back of your Bible and sing 
these familiar words:

"God is our refuge and our strength,
in straits a present aid;

Therefore, although the earth remove,
we will not be afraid:"
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Count the number of squares and fit 
in the names that are listed below.

(Clue - start with the names with only 4 
or 7 letters and fit the rest around them!)

3
Dan
Gad

6
Reuben
Simeon
Joseph

4
Levi

7
Zebulun

5
Asher
Judah

8
Naphtali 
Benjamin
Issachar


