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SKIPPER AND ROCKY!
Recently we went to visit our son and his family and 
Skipper was invited too! This doesn't happen very often, 
because if people haven't got a dog it is usually for a good 
reason. Sometimes they are  too busy to look after them, 
or they have some form of allergy to dogs. Sometimes, 
of course, they just don't really like dogs in the house 
and some people are not keen on having dogs because 
they've got a CAT!  

Now, it has to be said that Skipper doesn't particularly like 
cats. Most dogs don't like cats unless they are brought up 
with them, but Skipper has a good reason for not liking 
cats; when he was a puppy a cat attacked him and he's 
been scared of them ever since. He doesn't chase them 
like lots of dogs do; he just stares at them and hopes 
they'll go away. This usually works and the cats in our 
neighbourhood just avoid him and stay well away from 
our garden. Well, you may have guessed already, but our 
son and his family have got a cat. Not just any old cat; this 
cat was rescued from the streets in a city called Muscat. 
So he is a cat from Muscat! Do you know which country 
Muscat is the capital of? Why don't you go and find out? 
Perhaps a grown-up will help you look it up on a map. I'll 
give you a clue; it is in the Middle East. 

This cat is called Rocky and he's a tough, clever cat. 
He thinks he's a great hunter and likes nothing better 
than chasing mice and voles and birds in the garden. 
Fortunately he is too well fed and a bit lazy so he doesn't 
often catch anything! Rocky likes to think he's tough but 
as soon as we arrived he shot under the telephone table 
in the hall and just stared at Skipper as if he couldn't 
believe his eyes! A DOG in his house! Skipper of course 
decided to investigate and probably thought it was quite 
safe as the cat, hiding under the table, seemed to be at a 
bit of a disadvantage. Of course, the cat arched his back 
and gave a hiss and spat at poor Skipper who decided it 
would probably be best to hang around the people of 
the house instead and went off to investigate his new 
surroundings. He discovered the garden and enjoyed 
going in and out the back door for a while until Rocky 
discovered that if he stood at the door Skipper did not 
dare go past him. This meant that there was a stand-off 
every time Skipper wanted to go out! Eventually Skipper 
would pluck up the courage to rush past the cat and out 
the door as fast as he could go!  
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The other day I got into a conversation with a tree 
surgeon. Do you know what a tree surgeon does? Yes, 
that's right; a tree surgeon is someone who trims and 
cuts down trees. We have many tall trees around the 
house and some of them are needing cutting. As we 
looked at the trees we were impressed by how very 
tall they were. Because of the height of the trees the 
men who will be working on them will need special 
tools and will have to be very careful in case they fall 
from such a great height. 

The tree surgeon told me about one of his work-mates 
who had been cutting down some very tall trees 
recently. He had been harnessed high up above the 
ground and had been balancing there and moving very 
heavy branches about in mid-air. It had all been very 
successful and a few days later he had called to see 
how the home-owners were getting on cutting up the 
branches into small logs for the fire. The folk at the 
house took him around to the back where the lower 
part of the tree lay on the ground. "Look", they said, 
"see how rotten the lower part of the tree trunk had 
become". And when he looked closely he saw that it 
was crumbling away. He had been working away at 
the tree and had been unaware of how dangerous 
it had been. The tree could have fallen when he was 
balanced up in the air. 

Sin works in our hearts like the rot in that tree. It is 
hidden away and we can think that everything is 
healthy and fine. Just as the tree was cut down, one 
day we shall also die and there will be an examination 
of what is in our hearts. The Bible tells us that we need 
a Saviour who can change our hearts and take away 
the rottenness of sin. King David prayed "Create in me 
a clean heart" (Psalm 51:10) and we all need the same 
prayer. 

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

It was good that Skipper managed to get past Rocky. 
However it isn't always a good thing to try and get past 
something which is in our way. Sometimes what is in our 
way is there for our protection. In the Book of Numbers 
in the Bible we read about a bad man called Balaam. On 
one occasion Balaam's donkey refused to go any further 
along a certain path because the donkey saw an angel 
with a sword in front of them! Balaam was furious at the 
donkey's refusal to do what it was told and he beat the 
donkey. However he soon discovered that the donkey was 
wiser than himself; the donkey had saved his life! 

Sometimes we are unhappy at God's rules and we want to 
try and rush past them but they are all there for our good. 
Like Balaam, it is not wise to try and press on when God 
says no! We should not try and find a way around God's 
rules for life: instead we should ask the Lord to give us a 
new heart that loves God's law and will want to obey it 
and not try to find a way to get past it.
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Studying God's Word
The Book of Job
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does not keep him from suffering. Job had lost his children 
and now he had lost his wife's understanding and support; 
he was alone in his sufferings. 

In our consideration of Job's sorrows we must not lose 
sight of his wife's sufferings either. She too had seen her 
children removed in an instant, but unlike her husband 
she seems to blame God for all of this. If she were not a 
believer she would have seen it all as coming from Job's 
God, whom she would have seen as cruel and unkind. 
Perhaps she also shared the same view as Job's friends; 
that Job was being punished for his sins. So perhaps she 
was saying, 'if it hadn't been for Job, none of this would 
have happened'. While there was some truth in this, she 
was actually blaming the wrong person!

Job's wife was a bad example to others, but we meet 
people like this in the Bible in order that we can learn to be 
unlike them. Job's wife warns us against jumping to hasty 
conclusions. When, as in this case, bad things happen to 
good people, we must not be quick to come to any speedy 
conclusions. Like Job's wife we do not know all the facts; 
no-one ever does but God alone. She is also a warning 
for us against saying things which may discourage other 
people. The Psalmist asked the Lord to put a guard on 
his lips in case he said anything wrong, and we need the 
Lord to do the same for us. Once words are spoken it is 
impossible to take them back and sometimes, as in the 
case of Job's wife, they would have been best left unsaid.

3. JOB'S WIFE
Over the past two months we have looked at Job's 
family, noting his concern for their souls and secondly 
at Job's enemy, Satan. This month we turn our attention 
to Job's wife. We do not know her name and we know 
nothing of her background. Although she is mentioned 
only a couple of times in the book she obviously played 
an important part in his life as she shared with him in the 
hard circumstances which the Lord brought into their 
lives. Sadly, what few details we have suggest that she 
was not a good influence on him or a great help to him 
in his troubles. 

While we have to be cautious when speaking about people, 
Job's wife shows few signs of being a believer. As we know 
nothing of Job's prior history, we have no idea of how his 
life had been before the events of Chapter One. Perhaps 
he had been converted, while his wife had remained an 
unbeliever. It sometimes happens that either the father or 
mother comes to saving faith after their marriage whilst 
the other does not. This can lead to tensions in the family 
and confusion among their children as to whose beliefs 
they should follow. This may have added to Job's concern 
for his family in Chapter One and to his concern to give 
them good guidance.

As events unfold we get a glimpse of her attitude to it all. 
In Chapter Two, Job's wife advised him to "curse God, and 
die." (Job 2:9). Job rebukes her, telling her that her talk is 
foolish. He reminds her that being one of God's children 
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FAITH AND ACTION

In question number two of the Shorter Catechism we 
learn that God's Word is to be our guide in life. This next 
Catechism looks more closely at God's Word and asks 
what it is primarily concerned with teaching us.

The answer reduces Scripture to two main areas of 
teaching. It tells us in the first place what we are to believe 
about God and secondly it instructs us in what the Lord 
would have us to do. In other words, the Bible teaches us 
about faith and action.

WHAT WE ARE TO BELIEVE
Some people will tell you that it doesn't matter what 
you believe as long as you hold your beliefs sincerely. 
Sincerity is good but the Bible never encourages this way 
of thinking. God's Word clearly states that it is the truth 
and the only way to God. Jesus said "I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me." (John 14:6) It is very important then that we know 
what to believe. The Bible meets our need.

IT MEETS OUR NEED BY BEING WRITTEN
Since the fall of man into sin in the Garden of Eden we 
have been left ignorant of God. Although creation tells 
us of his power, (Psalm 19:1) more was required and the 
Lord gave us his written Word as our teacher. Without the 
Bible we would never be able to discover what we need 
to know about God for salvation. We would be ignorant 
about his holiness and justice. We would know nothing 
of how and why the Lord Jesus came into the world. 
Without the Bible how could we know of heaven and hell 
and our needs as sinners?

At the same time we must remember that the Bible was not 
given in order to teach us everything we will ever learn in 
this world. It does not tell us about the details of our daily 
lives, for instance it contains no chemical formulae. Neither 
will we find in it a complete history of this world. That is not 
its purpose. It is given to teach "what we are to believe..."

IT MEETS OUR NEED BY BEING CLEAR
The Bible is not vague or uncertain. It never contradicts 
itself. Certainly there are parts of it which are not as easy to 
understand as other sections but it is still clear, especially 
when it is speaking about salvation. However, we must 
remember that no matter how clear the Bible is we will 
never understand it without the Lord's help; this is just one 
more result of being sinners. To help us the Lord has given 
us the opportunity not only to read the Bible but also to 
hear preaching which explains and applies it. If we wish to 
know about salvation it is very important that we attend 
the services of God's house and pay attention to what is 
said there, for "faith cometh by hearing" of God's Word. 

IT MEETS OUR NEED BY BEING COMPLETE
Not only is the Word of God clear, it is also complete. It 
needs no later additions or revelations to complete it.

WHAT ARE WE TO DO?
The Bible shows us that it is not enough to know what 
we are to believe; we must obey what the Bible tells us. 
It gives clear instructions about our lives, speaking to 
parents and children, to kings and subjects. Above all else 
it tells us that we need to repent, turning from our sin and 
trusting in Christ alone as our Saviour.

Some years ago the Editor of The Explorer wrote a series of articles on the Westminster Shorter Catechism. These articles have 
now become the basis for a book which has been recently published. The book which is entitled Bible Truth Explored (ISBN 
9781910013199) is published by Reformation Scotland Trust, Whiteside House, Bathgate EH48 2RX.

The book was written in the hope of creating a renewed interest in the Shorter Catechism and to that end one of the early articles 
from the original series is reprinted below. It originally appeared in the July/August 2000 issue of The Explorer.

Q3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to 
believe concerning God, and what duty God requires 
of man.
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THE RAIN THAT OPENED 
THE CHURCH DOORS

In December 2019 thirty years had passed since 
Nicolae Ceausescu, the cruel communist leader 
of Romania was removed from power. The 
people of Eastern Europe, and particularly the 
Christians, suffered greatly at the hands of the 
communists in many of these countries. Here is 
a story from that time which first appeared in the 
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth February 2001 
and is used by kind permission.

There was a certain area in Eastern Europe where 
all the churches were closed in 1964 by order of 
the Communist Party. At that time the Soviet Union 
dominated a large part of Eastern Europe. In each 
of these countries power lay entirely with the local 
Communist Party. There were differences between 
the Communist Party in each country but the one 
thing which they had in common was that they were 
all totally and brutally anti-Christian. After their church 
building was closed the believers had no choice but to 
meet secretly in homes. Often these gatherings were 
called "underground meetings", not because they 
literally met under the ground but because they had to 
meet in secret without the authorities discovering that 
they were holding meetings and services of worship.

In 1967 a great drought struck their area. Fruit trees, 
for which the area was well known, began to die, crops 
were lost, and there was scarcely any drinking water. 
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What little water there was had to be carefully rationed 
out for each family. As the dry weather continued the 
area faced terrible danger from the drought which 
was the worst ever recorded in the area. Unless rain 
came soon both animals and people would die and 
there would be no-one left in that place.

A GOOD JOKE TO LAUGH OVER
At the point at which the drought reached its very worst 
there had been no rain for six months. One of these 
hot dry days a Christian woman who worshipped 
in secret with the other believers went to the local 
Communist Party Official in the area. She asked, "Do 
you know who I am?" He replied, "I'm not sure." She 
replied, "I am a believer in Jesus Christ. You have 
closed our church doors and we have no place to 
worship, but I believe in Christ. I propose that if you 
open the church doors and allow us to worship there 
for three days, the Christians will gather and pray for 
rain during these three days. If there is rain in answer 
to our prayers, you must agree to open our church 
doors and allow us to gather there for worship without 
any interference."

The Communist Party Official looked at her and 
exclaimed, "Do you really believe what you are 
saying to me?" She replied, "Yes, I do. I believe that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today 
and forever." The Communist Party Official thought to 
himself that he had nothing to lose, and it would be a 
good joke for him and his friends to laugh over. There 
was not much to laugh about during this terrible 
drought. He laughed and said, "Yes, go ahead and 
see if your God will hear you!"

AN UMBRELLA
The Communist Party Official gave an order and the 
police opened the church door. All the believers of 
the village gathered a few hours later and began to 
pray for rain. One of the believers later explained 
that there was a great uncertainty in the hearts of 
the believers. What if God did not answer them? 
Everyone in the area would laugh at them and scoff 
at the Lord Jesus. As some of the believers looked 
through the window of the church building, they saw 
someone coming with an umbrella. Can you guess 
who it was? Yes, it was the brave lady who had gone 
to the communist officer. All the believers looked in 
amazement at the umbrella she was holding. When 
she came into the church they asked her, "Why did 
you bring an umbrella?" She replied, "I don't believe 
we will necessarily have to wait until the third day; we 
have got to remember that the Lord is able to send 
us rain today.". "And", she added, "I believe he will."

A DEAFENING ROAR
All the Christians got on their knees and began to 
pray. They prayed for many hours, and as they were 

all poor and had no watches, they lost track of time. 
They prayed "Oh God, give us rain to show the people 
that thou art God." After many hours of praying, one 
of the believers looked out of the window and saw 
that the sky had become dark and cloudy. All of a 
sudden the first drop hit the tin roof of the church with 
a large noise and suddenly the deafening roar of a 
rainstorm began. The believers gathered around the 
windows and began to rejoice and praise God that 
he had heard their prayers. After thanking the Lord 
they tried to leave but they couldn't because it was 
raining so heavily. Only the lady with the umbrella 
could leave!

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING AT?
She left and went straight to the offices of the Communist 
Party. She said later that she felt so strong in the Lord 
that she didn't even bother knocking on the door or 
coming in humbly as you had to do when dealing with 
those in the Communist Party. No, on this occasion 
she didn't ask any one's permission but barged right in! 
Inside she found the Communist Party Official and his 
aides at the window looking at the rain coming down, 
and slapping each other on the back, happy that the 
drought was broken. The Christian lady walked towards 
them and asked, "What is it you are looking at?" They 
replied, "We are looking at the rain falling down." She 
replied, "Oh no you are not, you are looking at the glory 
of our God, for he has heard our prayers."

She went and witnessed to that roomful of Communists 
and told them of the goodness, glory, and reality of 
God. After that day the church was allowed to remain 
open, and the local Communist Party Official and 
his assistants showed the greatest respect to the 
believers of the area. They had seen with their own 
eyes the rain that opened the church doors.



1.	 4	Books	of	the	Bible	were	
written	by	this	Disciple

2.	 This	Disciple	walked		
on	water

3.	 This	Disciple	doubted	
that	Jesus	had	risen		
from	the	dead

4.	 This	Disciple	told	the	
Ethiopian	Eunuch		 	
about	Jesus
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5.	 This	Disciple	was	a	tax	
collector	

6.	 This	Disciple	was	a	son	of	
Zebedee	

7.	 This	Disciple	was	not	a	
true	follower	of	Jesus	

8.	 This	Disciple	told	Jesus	
about	the	lad	with	the		 	
5	loaves	and	2	fishes		
(John	6	v	8)	


