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Can you remember which Old Testament prophet 
was fed by ravens which had been sent by God? I 
recently came across a true story which reminded 
me of the way in which the Lord helped that 
prophet. Many years ago in the country of Poland 
there lived a man called Mr. Dobrey. He and his 
wife and their small children lived near the city of 
Warsaw. They were a poor family and often had 
difficulty finding enough money for food and rent. 
Mr. Dobrey and his wife were Christians and on 
many occasions they had seen the Lord help them 
when they were in difficulties; time and again God 
had proved that He was able to care for them.

One day Mr. Dobrey became ill and sadly he was unable 
to work for several weeks. The house in which the family 
lived was owned by a rather cruel man who did not care 
that the family could not pay their rent. He came to visit 
and warned them that unless they had paid what they 
owed by the following morning they would be thrown 
out of the house! That would be awful at any time but 
to make matters worse it was the middle of winter and 
bitterly cold.

That night the little family gathered around as Mr. Dobrey 
read from the Bible. He read from Psalm 50 where it says 
in verse 15, "And call upon me in the day of trouble: I 
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." After the 
reading Mr. Dobrey prayed that God would help them 
as He had promised in that psalm which they had read. 
Just as they finished worship they heard a pecking at 
the door. When the door was opened in came a raven. 
This bird had been injured when it was young and would 
often visit the house.
 
As it hopped into the room they noticed that it had 
something bright and shiny in its beak. As Mr. Dobrey 
reached out his hand the bird dropped the object into 
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One of our articles this month is about a lost sheep. I 
don't have a lost sheep but I do have some homesick 
sheep! When you are away from home and miss it 
badly and want to go back we call it homesickness. 
Yesterday I moved some sheep from the Isle of Lewis 
to the Isle of Skye and they are missing home. They 
have spent most of the morning at the corner of the 
field closest to the water's edge and they are looking 
out to sea. They are so wise that they know exactly 
where they grew up and where the rest of the flock 
are. If there were no fences (and no sea) they would 
try and walk back! I have seen sheep before cover 
many miles to get back to what they think of as 
home. Don't worry about them; I've seen this happen 
before and I know that they will soon settle down 
and get used to their new surroundings.

Jesus tells us that our hearts will always be where our 
most treasured possessions are. If this world and all 
that is in it are the things we treasure most our hearts 
will be in this world. We will want nothing more than 
this world and what we can get in it. This is why the 
Lord and spiritual things hold little attraction for us. 
Unlike the sheep in the field we are quite happy with 
what we have here. We feel we belong here.

Christians however are different; above everything in 
this world they love the Lord and all that belongs to 
Him. They live in this world and whilst they can have 
happy and useful lives they know, deep down, that 
they don't belong here. Sometimes, like my sheep, 
they long for the day when this world and its sin and 
its sorrows are left behind. Their heart is really in 
heaven because that is where their Saviour is and they 
are looking forward to the day when they will be with 
Him. What about yourself? What is the one thing you 
treasure above everything else?

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

his hand. It was a large golden ring decorated with some 
very expensive looking jewels. Mr. Dobrey remembered 
the way in which God had sent ravens with food to the 
prophet and he felt that the Lord had sent the raven 
with this piece of jewellery. If he were to sell the ring he 
would get some money but he did not want to do that 
as the ring was not his. He knew the ring must belong 
to someone and the rightful owner would be looking for 
it. Nevertheless he believed that this was God's way of 
getting them out of difficulties and so he asked if anyone 
knew who the ring belonged to. 

To cut a long story short the ring belonged to a man called 
Straninloss who was the ruler of that part of Poland. 
He was delighted to get his ring back and gave a large 
reward to the Dobrey family. He gave them some land 
and even some cows from his own herd. He also gave 
them some money with which they were able to build 
a small house of their own. In the stone above the door 
of the house Mr. Dobrey engraved a small picture and 
a verse from the Bible. Can you guess what the picture 
was of and what the text said? Yes, that's right, it was a 
picture of a raven and the words of Psalm 50:15!

If we trust the Lord we can be sure that He will hear and 
answer our prayers. More often than not he will not 
answer our prayers quite as dramatically as He did on 
this occasion but we can be sure that no problem will 
ever be too great for Him. He is even able to use the 
birds of the air to help His people. It happened in the Old 
Testament and it can still happen because the Lord is still 
as powerful as He ever was. 

If we trusted the Lord more and prayed to Him more than 
we do we would also see His power and His love just as 
the Dobrey family did all these years ago. Don't forget 
to find out which Old Testament prophet I mentioned at 
the start of the article and while you are looking for his 
name turn to Psalm 50 and learn the words of verse 15!
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Cross – Heidi MacLeod, Murray Macdonald, 
Felicity MacLeod

Duthil-Dores – Elizabeth Keddie, Lewis Fraser, 
Jonathan Brooks 

Stornoway – Lydia Macdonald, Thomas Craig, 
Susanna MacDonald, Sarah Craig

Tarbat – Ethan C. MacLeod 

GRADE 2

Prize winners:  Thomas Keddie, Duthil-Dores 
& John MacDonald, Stornoway

Cross – Annie MacDonald, Owen MacDonald, 
Kenny MacLeod

Duthil-Dores – Thomas Keddie, Hannah Keddie, 
Callum Arie Morrison, Calvin Nicolson, 
Anna Marie Morrison, Lois Brooks

Stornoway – John Macdonald, Peter Macdonald, 
Katie J Mackenzie, Joel Mackenzie

Tarbat – Malcolm S. MacLeod

MAURINE MURCHISON MEMORIAL PRIZE

GRADE 1:  Kyle MacDonald, Chirsty-Mairie 
MacDonald and Chirsty-Bella Morrison, Scalpay

GRADE 2:  Joanna Brooks, Duthil-Dores 
GRADE 3:  Anna Marie Morrison, Duthil-Dores 
GRADE 4:  Callum Arie Morrison, Duthil-Dores

Sabbath School and Bible Class 
Examinations 2019 - 2020

John MacDonald, Stornoway

Elizabeth Keddie, Duthil-Dores
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CATECHISM DIPLOMA
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Daniel Vernon, Josiah Vernon, Mary K. Reeder, 
Elijah T. Reeder, Hannah S. Reeder, Alayna Gulotta and 
Christopher J. Gulotta, Greenville, South Carolina

Luke Law, Micah Law, Eliana Law and Maggie Uselding, 
Mebane, North Carolina

Silver (39-81): 
Daniel Vernon, Greenville, South Carolina

Gold (82-107): 
Sophia Wanliss, Greenville, South Carolina

Gold Bonus (1-107):  
Jacob A. Gulotta, Greenville, South Carolina

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL!

(We hope to have more pictures of  prize winners 
in the next issue of  the Explorer.)

Participants from Greenville, South Carolina (L-R): Daniel Vernon, Mary Reeder, Elijah Reeder, Hannah Reeder, Jacob Gulotta, 
Alayna Gulotta, Christopher Gulotta, Sophia Wanliss and Josiah Vernon

Thomas Keddie, Duthil-Dores



THE LOST SHEEP 

The Explorer

I love watching the sheep grazing in the fields. It is 
a lovely sight to see the lambs follow their mothers 
around in the croft. I like to think that the Saviour also 
liked watching them. This is why, perhaps, He told 
the story about a kind shepherd who had a flock of  
a hundred sheep and how one of  them went missing. 
Let’s turn to Luke 15:1–7. 

A Lost Sheep 
One day, one of  the shepherd’s sheep went missing. It had 
wandered off  and got lost. Sometimes, sheep do this. This 
is probably why Jesus compared sinners to sheep. Just like 
the sheep wandered off  so we wander away from God. 

Sometimes, sheep jump over the fence, don’t they? We are 
also like this. God’s law is good; it’s like a fence which 
keeps us safe from sin, and whenever we disobey God we 
are like the sheep that jumps over the fence and goes out 
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of  bounds. The Bible says, “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way” (Isa. 
53:6). How sad! Lots of  people today are like lost sheep 
– sad, miserable and alone, constantly jumping over the 
fence and getting hurt by sin. You will never be truly 
happy in life if  you keep disobeying God’s commandments. 
They are good and keep us safe from sin.  

A Lovely Shepherd 
What I find amazing in this parable is that Jesus doesn’t 
spend lots of  time telling us how lost the sheep is. What He 
really focuses on is the Shepherd’s efforts to find it. Notice 
how compassionate He is! (vs. 4&5) The shepherd was 
sad! He loved all of  his sheep. He could quite easily have 
forgotten about it and made do with the other ninety-nine. 
But the shepherd is good and kind. God is good and kind as 
well. In fact, God is so good He sent His precious Son to die 
for us! “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 



Having returned home with his new-found sheep, we read 
he called his friends and neighbours to rejoice with him. 
God rejoices when sinners are saved. There is a lovely 
verse in Zephanaiah that brings this truth out well: “The 
LORD thy God in the midst of  thee is mighty; he will 
save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his 
love, he will joy over thee with singing” (Zeph. 3:17). Isn’t 
that beautiful? God has a tender love for sinners. When 
a sinner is saved, heaven breaks out into song! This is a 
wonderful thought, because, if  you are a Christian, that 
means heaven lit up with joy when you were brought to 
know the Lord Jesus for the first time. 

What a happy ending! All because of  the shepherd’s 
willingness to save. He went after his lost sheep “till He 
found it” and rejoiced when it was brought back to the 
safety of  the fold. You and I are so ready to sin and to 
disregard God’s law or “fence.” Even as Christians, we 
still go astray. We need the Good Shepherd to seek us and 
to find us. I came across a prayer once and it’s all about 
this parable. 

“Lord, the wandering sheep behold;
Bring him back into Thy fold;
On thy shoulders bear him home;
Suffer him no more to roam.”

If  you are still a lost sheep, take comfort that the Good 
Shepherd is looking for you. The best place to meet him 
is His Word. So, read your Bible and before you start 
reading, ask God to show you the Good Shepherd, God’s 
Son. And remember, you are not so lost that you cannot 
be found. The LORD Jesus came to “seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

begotten Son, that whosever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

The shepherd was kind. But he was also sacrificial. He 
gave up his time and went to look for the sheep. Jesus 
doesn’t say how long the shepherd spent looking for it, 
but sometimes finding lost sheep can take a very long 
time. Jesus says it was lost and lost things are not easy to 
find, are they? Imagine the shepherd roaming the hills 
and looking under rocks and battling the hot sun and the 
cold nights all because he loved his sheep! Well, our Saviour 
went “looking” for us, in a sense. He had to be made like 
a lamb and die as our Passover Lamb to recover His lost 
sheep! “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep” (Jn. 10:11). What love! “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends” (Jn. 15:13). Jesus would not lose even one 
precious soul from His people. Not even the thought of  
the cross stopped Him. He had to find His lost sheep and 
that meant dying for them and paying the price for their 
sin. 

A Lovely Ending 
I love happy endings! Don’t you? It would be a strange 
thing if  Jesus had left the story without the shepherd 
finding his sheep! And you know, the Gospel is one big 
happy ending for God’s people. What did the shepherd 
do when he found the lost sheep? Was he angry? Did he 
shout at it and beat it? No. He rejoices and lays the poor 
lamb on his shoulders. Obviously, the poor lamb couldn’t 
make the journey home on its own – his legs were too 
weak. Sinners are like this. We are so crippled by sin we 
cannot walk in God’s commandments any more! We need 
Jesus to carry us by obeying the law perfectly for us. 
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The answers to the questions below are hidden in the word search.

PARABLES IN LUKE

1.  What did the father ask to be killed in the parable of the prodigal son? (Luke 15 v 23)

2.  What did the thorns do in the parable of the sower?  (Luke 8 v 7)

3.  What did the man in the parable of the great supper want his house to be? (Luke 14 v 23)

4.  How many sheep were lost in the parable of the lost sheep?  (Luke 15 v 4)

5.  Where was the beggar carried to when he died?  (Luke 16 v 22)

6.  What are the 2 parables in Luke 18 v 1 – 14 about? 

7.  What did they do to the son of the man who owned the vineyard? (Luke 20 v 15)

8.  What two things did Jesus liken the Kingdom of heaven to in Luke 13 v 18 – 21?

9.  What part of our body is numbered in Luke 12 v 7?

10.  What did God call the rich man in Luke 12 v 20?
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