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SKIPPER AND 
THE STRANGE BALL

Just recently Skipper got a present. Of course, he doesn't 
really know what a present is but he does love new 
smells, and dog toys and treats always have a smell that 
is designed to attract a dog's attention. We decided to 
give it to him and see if he would get into it; it was just 
wrapped in paper with a little sticky sellotape. Well, he 
got very excited and started sniffing the paper and looking 
at us as if to say 'what am I supposed to do with this!' We 
decided we'd better get him started so we took a bit of 
the paper off and left him to it. He got really excited then 
and managed to pull all the paper off without too much 
bother. It was a sort of half ball thing that is supposed to 
slide all over the floor and give endless fun, according to 
the advert. Unfortunately, Skipper can't read so he was a 
bit perplexed. He knows what to do with a ball (well, he 
knows to chase it, he just doesn't bring it back), but this 
thing defeated his understanding and he just got bored 
very quickly! He likes soft things that squeak and balls 
but I think this toy was just a mystery to him. So far it has 
stayed in the toy box and when he goes to pick a toy he 
never picks this one, so it is still brand new. Maybe we'll 
donate it to a dog that knows what to do with it one day. 

Have you ever been given a present you didn't like or want 
or maybe didn't understand? It is much more difficult for 
us because we have to thank the person who gave it to us 
even if we don't particularly like it. After all, it's not their 
fault and most people like to think about the person they 
are buying the present for and choose carefully. Skipper 
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I am writing this month's editorial in the country of 
Kenya in East Africa. I am here helping train men for 
the work of the Lord, as ministers or evangelists. 
Some of the men come from Kenya itself while others 
have come here from Ethiopia, South Sudan and 
Tanzania. Perhaps you can look up on a map where 
some of the places are.

Kenya has some very wonderful animals though I have 
not  yet seen any of the big ones like giraffes or rhinos. 
It also has a lot of snakes and we have to be very careful 
that they don't manage to sneak into the buildings. Some 
years ago a snake crept into the block where the students 
stay. Someone saw it go in but although they hunted and 
hunted they could not find the snake. Snakes are very 
good at hiding. Eventually they found it hiding in a boot 
which belonged to one of the men! It would have been 
a horrible dangerous experience for him if the snake had 
not been found and he had put his foot into the boot! 
Mercifully in the Lord's kindness that did not happen.

The story about the snake hiding in the boot got me 
thinking about sin and Satan. You remember the way 
in which the devil sneaked into the Garden of Eden? Sin 
too can hide in our hearts; perhaps no one else can see 
it. Sometimes we can't see it ourselves but it is hiding 
deep in our hearts and is ready to spring out and sting 
us. The Mission caretaker here is very good at finding 
snakes and he makes sure they are dead. We need the 
Lord to uncover the sin that hides deep in our hearts 
and only he can do that. Sin is too strong for us; it will 
always deceive us and overpower us. However the Lord 
is able to break the power of sin and he is able at last 
to take it away, so that it can do no more deadly harm. 

If we have a snake problem here in Kenya we call for 
Simon the caretaker but he might be away somewhere 
at the moment we need him. The Lord however is 
always ready to hear our cry and deliver us. I hope you 
are already doing that.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

doesn't have these worries and is quite happily ignorant 
of the fact that someone bought and chose him a present 
he doesn't like! 

God has given us many gifts and we are never as thankful 
for them as we should be. We may not have everything 
we would like (that wouldn't be very good for us anyway) 
but we do have a great deal more than other poor people 
in this world. Of course, the greatest gift we receive from 
God is the gift of a Saviour; the Lord Jesus Christ. A Saviour 
powerful and good enough to save us from our sins. Even 
God himself could not have given us a greater or better gift.

Sadly, because of our sinful hearts, we do not understand 
or appreciate this great gift in the way we should. 
Sometimes, just like Skipper with his new ball, people 
will show a little interest in Jesus but something more 
interesting comes along and the interest in the Lord fades 
away. The ball is left lying in the toy box and Jesus is often 
discarded and ignored. Skipper doesn't understand the 
ball and the truth is that we don't understand about Jesus 
until the Holy Spirit shows us that we need a Saviour and 
leads us to Jesus. We need the Lord to teach us about 
our need and give us a desire to come to the Lord for 
forgiveness. When he does this we are amazed at how 
little time and interest we showed in Jesus before. We are 
shocked at how foolish and blind we were! 

Perhaps Skipper will develop an interest in his new toy. 
If he doesn't he has plenty others to play with. However, 
there is only one Saviour and we must not ignore or forget 
about him. We need to have and to treasure the gift of 
eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Studying God's Word
The Book of Job
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God allows certain things to happen. We can reach very 
wrong conclusions about troubles both in our own lives 
and those of others. The truth is that we only ever see a 
very small part of God's plans and reasons.

2. BILDAD
Bildad gave his opinion of how God works. Like the other 
people of his day Bildad believed that God rewarded the 
good and punished the bad. If things go well in our life 
it must be, according to Bildad, because God is pleased 
with our efforts and if things do not go well it is because 
we have not been good enough. While there is a grain of 
truth in this idea (God is obviously pleased when we try 
and obey him and displeased when we don't) that is not 
the whole story. For Bildad it was the whole story. It was 
that simple and no exceptions were allowed. He tells Job 
that his  children had sinned against God and therefore 
had suffered for their sins (Job 8:2 - 4). He forgets that all 
of us have sinned against God! (Romans 3:23) He appears  
ignorant of the fact that "No mere man since the fall is able 
in this life perfectly to keep the commandments of God; 
but doth daily break them in thought, word, and deed." 
(Westminster Shorter Catechism Answer 82)

Job was desperate to know the reason for his suffering 
(because it was not obvious) but God gave him no answers. 
This was the trial of his faith. It is hard to suffer, but it is a 
lot harder without Christ. We must make sure that Christ 
is our Lord and Saviour. If he is, we can go to him with our 
troubles and, unlike Job's friends, he will prove to be a true 
friend, who will never put us wrong or give us bad advice. 

4. JOB'S FRIENDS (1)
Over the past three months we have looked at Job's 
family, noting his concern for their souls. We then 
focused on Job's great enemy, Satan, who hated Job 
and was determined to destroy him and his faith in 
God. Last month we returned to his family and we saw a 
little about Job's wife. Besides his family the other main 
characters in the Book of Job are his friends. Although 
they are called his friends, they do not prove to be very 
good friends to Job. We shall look at two of them this 
month and the remaining two will be considered in the 
next issue.

1. ELIPHAZ
Eliphaz believed that Job must have been guilty of some 
great sin (that nobody knew about!). He resented the fact 
that Job protested his innocence and he advised him to 
repent. He assured Job that God would forgive him if he 
was honest about his sin. At one point in their discussions 
he says "Even as I have seen, they that plough iniquity, and 
sow wickedness, reap the same." (Job 4:8) In other words 
he is saying God is just, and pain and trouble come as a 
result of God's discipline.

While his advice about repentance  and his observations 
about God's justice were very true they failed to take 
account of Job's situation. Eliphaz could only judge things 
according to his own experience, but not according to 
God's plans and purposes. Job rebukes Eliphaz for his 
hardness of heart, because he failed to see that people 
suffer for other reasons and not just as a punishment for 
their sins. We have to be very careful in talking about why 
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This is a free event for all young people aged 11-18 years. Rev. 
Graeme Craig will speak about geology. He will explain what 
rocks reveal about our Creator. There will be time for group 
discussions, meeting old friends and making new ones!  If the 
weather is reasonable we may go outdoors during our lunch 
break, so bring a sturdy pair of shoes and a jacket. 
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REVEALED BY THE ROCKS
CAN THE ROCKS TEACH US
ANYTHING ABOUT GOD?

This is a free event for all young people aged 11-18 years. 
Rev. Graeme Craig will speak about geology. He will 
explain what rocks reveal about our Creator. There will be 
time for group discussions, meeting old friends and making 
new ones! If the weather is reasonable we may go outdoors 
during our lunch break, so bring a sturdy pair of shoes and 
a jacket.

Remember to complete your booking form!
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arrange transport contact:
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Allergies ............................................................
Any Educational Needs? (please specify)
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G.P. Address ............................................................
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Please note that in the event of illness or accident, 
every effort will be made to contact parents ASAP.

In the event of illness or accident, I give permission 
for necessary first aid treatment to be given. In an 
emergency, and if I can’t be contacted, I give 
consent for my child to receive hospital treatment, 
including the use of anaesthetic if necessary.

Signature of Parent 

………………………………………………………................

Please note that photographs are normally taken at 
the youth conference as a record of the different 
activities undertaken.

I give consent for my child to be in photographs 
which may later be included in a conference report 
online and in paper publications.

Signature of Parent 

………………………………………………………................

DORES FREE CHURCH (CONTINUING) 
YOUTH CONFERENCE BOOKING FORM

Parents, please complete one form for each child attending.
Completed forms should be scanned/photographed and returned to: 

Rev. Davide Ratti or Mr. Alan MacKenzie (Details above)
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FAVOURITE PSALMS (1)

Many people on being asked that question will 
reply that their favourite is Psalm 23. It is a lovely 
psalm, isn't it? With the picture of the Lord as 
the great shepherd caring and providing for his 
sheep. The psalm was written by David and we 
know from the Bible that he was a shepherd. 
As he cared for his sheep he thought of God's 
care for him. There is no better shepherd than 
the Lord. We read of Jesus telling us that he is 
the "good shepherd" who gives "his life for the 
sheep". (John 10:11)

In his book A shepherd looks at Psalm 23 
W. Phillip Keller writes about his own 
experiences as a shepherd in South Africa. 
He speaks of a neighbouring farmer next to 
his ranch who was not a good shepherd. He 
neglected his land and his flock. They were 
left to look after themselves and often fell prey 
to wild animals and sheep stealers. In the 
winter they often had only dirty water to drink 
and no shelter from bad weather. That farmer 
didn't care that his sheep needed green grass, 
fresh water and relief from their wounds and 
diseases. The poor animals would stand at the 
fence and look across to where Mr Keller's own 
sheep had much better care. He then adds that 
every time he saw them he was reminded of 
Satan. He is a bad master who doesn't care 
about our needs. What a blessing that, unlike 
those sheep on that South African ranch who 
were stuck on their own side of the fence, we 
can flee to Christ, the good shepherd!

Because God is his shepherd David knows 
that he will not lack any good thing. That 
didn't mean that he had everything he wanted! 
That wouldn't be very good for any of us. The 
shepherd knows what is best and gives his 
sheep what is best for them. Often he enjoyed 

times of God's blessing and peace; as he lay 
down "in green pastures" and was led beside 
"still waters". Through it all he is led by the Lord 
who went before him down through the years 
of his life. As he looks ahead he does not know 
what the future might hold but he is sure that 
"goodness and mercy" would follow him all 
the days of his life. We all need goodness and 
mercy and we need them every day. The good 
shepherd promises that neither goodness nor 
mercy will be removed from his people. David 
was a sinner like us all but even though he 
suffered for his sin he found God's goodness 
and mercy were there when he repented of sin 
and returned to the Lord. 

The psalmist's life isn't perfect or even very 
easy at times. He speaks of a dark valley; the 
valley of "the shadow of death". Even there he 
does not fear for the Lord is with him guiding 
and comforting him in his need. In verse five 
he speaks of enemies, and David had plenty 
of those. But God prepared and provided and 
even his enemies, like King Saul, have to admit 
that God was with David. 

A friend recently told me a story about his father 
who was a very prayerful Christian. When the 
family were young money was scarce. They 
had some building work done on their house 
and his father was worried about the bills which 
had to be paid to the various workmen. In the 
middle of these worries they went to church 
one Lord's Day and the preacher announced 
that he had felt the Lord leading him to preach 
on a particular passage. It was from Psalm 27:14 
"Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
Lord". His father knew immediately that the 
Lord was speaking to him through this verse of 

Do you have a favourite psalm? One which you sometimes 
sing to yourself? One which you are always especially 
pleased if the minister announces it for singing in 
church? Maybe it helped you at some important point 
in your life or perhaps it has other special memories.
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Scripture and he understood that it was telling 
him to wait and see what God would do. The 
very next day he went to his work as usual. The 
manager called him into his office and said that 
they had not been paying him enough money; 
he was going to get an immediate rise in his 
salary. This was wonderful news but there was 
more to come! The manager then told him that 
they should have given him this pay rise long 
before now and in order to put things right they 
were going to give him all the money he should 
have received for many months. The Lord really 
is a good shepherd to his people and as it says 
in Psalm 27 we should "wait on the Lord".

Someone has said that Psalm 23 teaches us 
that God gives us all we need in life, all we 
need in death and all we need in eternity. As 

the psalm comes to an end David is thinking 
ahead to eternity with hope and confidence and 
God's house - heaven. Now David had a house 
in Jerusalem. We read about it in 2 Samuel 
chapter 5. It was probably a very nice house; 
Hiram King of Tyre sent cedar wood, carpenters 
and builders to help with the building but David 
knew that one day he would have to leave that 
house behind and he is looking to an eternal 
home in heaven. As he says in verse 6 "in God's 
house for evermore my dwelling-place shall be." 
(Metrical version verse 6)

What is your favourite psalm? Do you like 
Psalm 23? Is the Lord your shepherd? Perhaps 
you can write and tell the editor about your 
favourite psalm and he might even write an 
article about it!
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Latest entries

1st prize: Noah Richards - Gateshead Presbyterian
Runners up: 
Aberdeen - Ava Maclennan  Stornoway - Sarah Craig 
Lochalsh & Strath - Catherine MacInnes, Elizabeth MacInnes, 
Seumas MacInnes, Coinneach MacInnes 
Culloden Baptist - Micah MacDonald 
Cross - Annie MacDonald, Owen MacDonald, Alasdair Morrison
Scalpay - Kyle MacDonald, Kirsty MacDonald 
Castlederg Free Presbyterian - Abigail Harpur
Tarbat - Ellie Joy Phiri Partick - Kenny MacKinnon 
---------------------------------------------
90 entries prize: Sarah Craig - Stornoway

Using the code, fill in the 
blanks to find the names of 
some of Paul's epistles

__  __  __  __  __
G   V   G   H   F

__  __  __  __  __  __
 E    B     Z    N   A    F

__  __  __  __  __  __  __
 U   R   O   E    R    J    F

__  __  __  __  __  __  __
G   V    Z    B   G   U    L

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __
C    U   V    Y    R    Z    B    A

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
 R    C   U    R    F    V   N   A    F

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  
 T    N   Y   N   G   V   N   A   F

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __
 P    B    Y   B    F    F    V   N   A   F

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
C    U   V   Y    V   C   C   V   N   A    F

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  
 P    B    E    V   A   G   U   V    N   A   F

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __
G   U    R    F    F    N    Y    B    A    V    N    A   F


