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SKIPPER AND 
HIS THREE BEDS

Now that it is dark early, Skipper only gets one good 
walk a day instead of two or maybe even three shorter 
ones. He doesn't seem to mind the dark nights. He is 
quite happy after dinner to lie and snooze at the fire 
all evening until it is time to go out for a quick run in 
the garden before he goes to bed. He is getting older 
and in between walks seems quite content to sit at the 
window or snooze on the sofa or one of his three beds. 
Yes, he has THREE beds! Let me see now, there is the 
comfy old chair in the kitchen and there's the dog bed 
in the hall. And, oh yes, his old crate upstairs outside 
our bedroom which he has had since he was a puppy 
and where he eventually sleeps every night.

He has developed a routine of going to bed in the 
kitchen while the living room lights are on and going into 
the bed in the hall when we are going upstairs. Every 
morning though, when we get up, he is in his crate, fast 



Today is Monday 11th November. This is a special date 
in our calendar as it marks the day on which World 
War One ended, at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th 
month, in 1918. Every year on this date in the United 
Kingdom we remember those who died in that war and 
also in other conflicts. Special events are held all over 
the country and many people observe a short silence at 
11am. Perhaps you attended one of these events.

At this time people will often speak about those brave 
soldiers who died to defend others. They speak of them 
as having made "the ultimate sacrifice". In other words 
they gave their lives: the biggest sacrifice they could 
make. It is good to remember with gratitude those 
events but sadly we hear very little mention of the Lord's 
role in all of these events. During the Second World War 
the King at that time, King George VI, called the nation 
to prayer. He requested that on the Lord's Day 26th of 
May 1940 the nation come together for a National Day 
of Prayer. This was followed by many instances in which 
the Lord worked wonderfully and we were delivered as 
a nation from defeat and perhaps destruction. It was 
good that the day of prayer was followed by a National 
Day of Thanksgiving in recognition that "the prayers of 
the nation had been answered".

I mentioned the phrase "the ultimate sacrifice". Do you 
know who gave the greatest "ultimate sacrifice" of all? 
Surely it was the Lord Jesus Christ. By his death he made 
a way of salvation for sinners. He came into this world to 
do battle and he emerged from the cross and the grave 
as a victor. Sadly his saving work is forgotten and few 
remember that "ultimate sacrifice". As the years go by 
the wars of the past slowly disappear in our national 
memories. However the victory Christ achieved and the 
sacrifice he made will never be forgotten. It is still the 
only way through which we can have peace with God 
and throughout all the ages of eternity his people will 
remember with thankfulness his "ultimate sacrifice".

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

asleep outside our bedroom! In the summer time, as 
soon as we begin to move about he is up and excited. 
You would think with the excitement that he hadn't seen 
us for ages! It can be a different matter in the cold winter 
mornings; sometimes he pretends he doesn't hear us 
and stays all curled up and cosy until he thinks it's time 
to come down. 

We all like routine but, like Skipper, most of us don't 
like having to get up early on cold winter mornings and 
leave the warm house to go outside. If we have to walk 
anywhere it can be cold and dark and even the car can be 
very cold at first. The Bible has something to say about 
lying in bed late. It also has lots to say about not being 
lazy in general and working hard if we have been given 
health and strength. In the Book of Proverbs Solomon 
says that a lazy person is like a door turning on its hinges. 
That's a good picture, isn't it? Like the door we can toss 
and turn but never get anywhere and not get very much 
done!

It's important to remember that when we are young 
we are building up habits that will last for a life-time. 
If we learn to be diligent and hard-working it is more 
likely that we will grow up like that. All the electronic 
equipment that we have now can contribute to laziness 
and it is not good to be using them for long periods of 
time or late at night. Being tired in the morning is not a 
good way to start the day.

Above all else we must avoid being spiritually lazy. The 
Bible tells us that we are to seek the Lord diligently, with 
all our hearts. Satan will encourage us to be spiritually 
lazy: persuading us that we can put off seeking the Lord 
until another time: of course he is a liar! If we have 
come to know the Lord we need to be diligent in our 
Christian lives, and that includes all our work during the 
day. We should always work hard and avoid being easily 
distracted. Neither should we take too long over work in 
the hope that we can avoid getting other duties. A lazy 
Christian is a very bad witness to other people. 

Skipper, of course, doesn't have to go to work but even 
he has to keep healthy and it is up to us to help him so 
we let him have a wee lie in because he's a bit older, but 
we soon make sure he is up for his breakfast and walk.
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Studying God's Word
The Book of Job
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This month we begin a new Bible study in the Old 
Testament book of Job. This is a neglected book but one 
which is full of wonderful truths for young people. As 
we go through our study we hope to pick out some of 
these very practical things which will be a help for us as 
we live our lives in this world.

"Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the 
morning." (Job 1:5) We see from the opening verses of 
the Book of Job that Job had great concern about his 
children. He was constantly praying for their conversion 
and preservation. At the same time the children were 
also responsible for their beliefs and lifestyle. Job knew 
that when young people met together they were liable to 
ignore God in their gatherings, and so he prayed for them. 

Job "rose up early" to worship God; he put God first and 
gave a good example to his children. What good examples 
have you had in your own life? How have you responded 
to these good examples? In this way Job also taught his 
children that there is more to life than the things of this 
world and enjoying one another's company. In all of our 
lives the Lord reminds us of this in many ways and again 
the question comes up - how have we responded to these 
reminders? Job prayed for his family what he prayed for 
himself: to be God-fearing and consistent in a life devoted 
to God (Job 1:1).

We also read in this chapter that "Job sent and sanctified 
them"; he sent word to them and called them to join him 
in the worship of God. Perhaps you are not very happy 
when you are called to go to church or join in worship 
but it is a great blessing from the Lord to be in a family 
where these things are regarded as important. Job was 
concerned about their commitment to God. They had 
been taught by their father, but it required more than his 
teaching and example to save them; they needed, like us 
all, the work and power of the Holy Spirit to give them 
a new heart of faith. Only through the Spirit could they 
have the same hope, faith and love which their father 
had. Then they would be able to say like Job, "I know that 
my redeemer liveth". (Job 19:25) Can you say this?

Next month we shall begin to consider some of the hard 
events in Job's life and how he dealt with them.

1. JOB'S CHILDREN
Did you know that: 

Job is one of the oldest books in the Bible?

Job lived before Moses and possibly even 
before Abraham?

The Book of Job contains many references 
to events in the early chapters of Genesis 
including creation and the flood?
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A WONDERFUL 
ANSWER TO PRAYER (1)

More than 100 years ago, in a quiet part of Scotland, a 
hardworking farmer and his wife Ann were struggling 
through life. They had a small farm and often found 
it hard to provide food and clothes for their young 
children. Sometimes when they were in desperate need 
God helped them in a most unexpected way; showing 
them that in time of need he is "a very present help in 
trouble" (Psalm 46:1)

Some distance from where they stayed lived a lovely 
Christian woman called Lady Kilmarnock. She spent her 
time and money doing good kind things for people around 
her. Ann used to work for Lady Kilmarnock as a servant.  
Although Lady Kilmarnock had often helped Ann's family 
in the past, Ann didn't really want to ask Lady Kilmarnock 
for help again. 

One day the poor family were in real difficulty. The 
children had eaten the last meal Ann could give them, 
and all the food in the house was gone. But Ann was not 
filled with worry about what would happen, because she 
was a Christian. She had learned over the years to trust in 
the loving-kindness of  God. She was sure about his care 
for them and his power to provide for them. Time and 
again she had discovered that their difficult days were an 
opportunity for the Lord to show his power, kindness and 
goodness to them. 

At night-time the poor children were hungry, and started 
crying for their supper. Sadly, there was no food to give 
them, so Ann undressed them and put them to bed, where 
they cried themselves to sleep. How thankful we should 
be for the food God gives us every day! Ann's husband 

felt so sad and desperate that he also went to bed, leaving 
Ann alone in the room. She often sat alone in that room in 
the little house, with her Bible and with God. 

She added a few more peats to the fire, and trimmed the 
lamp, hanging it in its usual place on the wall. She took 
down the large family Bible and placed it on the table. 
Before opening it she bowed her head and prayed, asking 
the Lord to bless his Word to her heart. Suddenly a verse 
from the Bible came into her mind: "For every beast of 
the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills." 
(Psalm 50:10)

"How strange!" thought Ann, "why am I thinking about 
that verse right now"? She opened her Bible and began to 
read some of her favourite passages. But the same verse 
kept coming back into her mind.  She remembered that it 
was in the Book of Psalms and after searching for a long 
time she finally found it in the fiftieth chapter. She read 
the whole chapter, and thought carefully about many of 
the verses but she still felt in her heart and mind that 
there was something very special about the tenth verse. 
She couldn't stop thinking about it. When she prayed 
again, the verse was still there. When she lay down her 
tired head on her pillow, the verse was still there. The next 
morning when she got up to light the fire, the verse was 
still there. Just as the sun was rising, Ann was surprised to 
hear a very loud "knock, knock, knock" at the door.

God willing, next month we will see who was knocking at 
the door of the little house.

(Adapted from the Mother's Treasury - Vol V1 1869)
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Do you like to travel? Some people find it 
exciting, while others fear and dread it. I 
suppose a lot depends on where you are going, 
who you are going with and how you cope with 
travelling. If you suffer from travel sickness then 
that is a very unpleasant thing indeed!

A little while ago, Cedric was taken on a journey all the way 
to Africa. Now, Africa is a long way away from Scotland, and 
in order to get there, he and his friends had to take several 
car, bus and plane rides, and this involved a lot of planning! 
There were tickets to be booked, clothes to be packed and 
lots of other boring things that make a trip successful. They 
wrote a list of what they needed for the journey. What 
do you like to pack for long journeys? Maybe some toys, 
books and games to keep you busy? And of course the all-
important snacks! It’s a good idea to be prepared, isn’t it? 
If you look at the pictures you might be able to guess what 
Cedric would want at the top of a snack list!

There’s a story in the Bible about a journey that the 
Israelites prepared for after being slaves in Egypt for many 
years, under the rule of a very cruel King named Pharaoh. 
He had no concern for the ways of God. When God told 
him to let his people go, he refused and provoked God to 
send plagues upon the land which affected the Egyptian 
people and their animals. (The plagues did not harm the 
Israelites who stayed separately in the land of Goshen.) All 
in all, ten plagues were sent:

1. Water turning to blood
2. Frogs
3. Lice
4. Swarms of flies
5. Diseased livestock
6. Boils
7. Thunderstorms of hail and fire
8. Swarms of locusts
9. Darkness for three days
10. The death of the firstborn

Just think of the midges we get in Scotland – imagine not 
being able to get away from them? Sometimes it may 
feel as if we can’t – they get in your hair and bite your 
neck and generally just make life a misery! Or how about 
when there is a power cut and everything goes dark? The 
excitement only lasts for so long before we start to notice 
the inconvenience of it, don’t we?   

Yet, this is only a fraction of what the Egyptians had to 
endure! Sadly, we read that Pharaoh was a very stubborn 
King and that time and time again his ‘heart was hardened’. 
So on came the tenth and most heart-breaking plague of 
all – the death of every firstborn…

The adventures 

of Cedric

Cedric GOES 

TO AFRICA!
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Exodus 11 verses 4-6; 
“Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into 
the midst of Egypt: And all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that 
sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the 
maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn 
of beasts. And there shall be a great cry throughout all 
the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall 
be like it any more.”   

After this plague, Pharaoh told Moses to take the 
Israelites away and leave Egypt at once! That night, they 
worshipped God by celebrating the first Passover feast. It 
was named this after God commanded Moses to inform 
all the Israelites to mark lamb’s blood above their door 
posts so that the LORD would ‘pass over’ them. 

The next day, they started upon their journey and “the 
Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 
lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to 
give them light” (Exodus 13:21). Most people will be 
familiar with using Sat Navs to help guide them to their 
destination, but they are not always dependable, as many 
of us will have found out to our annoyance! Fortunately 
for Moses and the Israelites, however, they were being 
led by a steadfast and reliable God. All they had to do was 
trust and obey. It sounds simple, but in real life this can 
prove terrifying. Just when they thought they had seen 
the back of Pharaoh, he came chasing up behind them, 
along with his armies and chariots! He had changed his 
mind and did not want to let them go! When the Israelites 
realised that Pharaoh's men were about to get them, they 
were very scared because they were trapped at the Red 
Sea. But, thankfully for them, God never abandons His 

people! God commanded Moses to lift his rod upon the 
waters so that they would divide and create a dry pathway 
for them to cross safely (Exodus 14:16). What a miracle 
this must have been to behold!  

Once God's people were safely across to the other side, 
guess what happened next? “And I, behold, I will harden 
the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them...” 
(Exodus 14:17). And so they did, and when they were in 
the middle of the sea the water came crashing down on 
top of them and they were all destroyed!

Moses and the Israelites rejoiced and praised God for this 
victory. Then Moses led them into the Sinai Wilderness 
for 40 years. 

We can learn many lessons from this true story, can’t we? 
Lessons about how important it is for all of us to obey 
God and not to be stubborn like Pharaoh was, for this only 
brings harm to us and to those around us. You can begin 
your obedience of God by trying to listen to your parents 
and teachers and showing them respect. It isn’t always 
easy, and because we are all sinners sometimes you may 
get it wrong, but remember that “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” ( 1 John 1:9)
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Which book is it in?
Draw an arrow to the correct book of the Bible - 

one of them is found in both books. 

Paul on the road to Damascus

Ananias & Sapphira 

Zacchaeus   

The Crucifixion of Jesus  

Peter’s vision 

Peter denies Jesus

The Good Samaritan 

Christ’s Ascension 

Birth of John the Baptist

Jairus’ Daughter  

Stephen stoned to death

Luke

Acts


