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SKIPPER AND 
THE BULLYING DOG 

Skipper got a few frights last month! We have two 
new houses built next to us and one of the neighbours 
has three dogs. He has a proper closed-off area where 
they can run around as much as they like and a very 
nice outside kennel. However, the house that stands 
between his and ours has no front fence or gate so 
it is very open and the dogs from the further away 
house are able to come all the way up to our fence. 
Both new neighbouring families are very nice and 
their children are all very polite and well behaved. 

One of the dogs, however, is not nice at all and is also 
a very good escape-artist! We were told that recently 
when we left Skipper with our neighbours this other 
dog jumped their fence and chased poor Skipper 
round the garden before nipping his leg! Fortunately 
the neighbours' back door was open and he managed 
to run very fast into their kitchen! The dog is a collie 
and is a working dog, so he is also very fast and clever, 
but unfortunately, for some reason, he doesn't like 
poor Skipper. 

From Monday to Friday it was no problem because 
the other dog was working but on Saturdays and on 
the Lord's Day he had taken to sitting on the other 
side of our fence glaring angrily at the back door. If 
we let Skipper out the other dog growled and barked 
and ran backwards and forwards trying to find an 
opening in our fence through which he could get over 
into our garden. As you can imagine Skipper was very 
frightened. After he was bitten he didn't want to go 
out to play which was a shame as he loves to run 
about and toss his ball and favourite things around. 
The neighbours did not know their dog was doing 



Recently I attended a sheep sale. I was there to sell 
some of this year's lambs which had grown big during 
the summer and were now at this stage in their 
development. If you have ever been to one of these 
sales you will know that it is a very busy, noisy place. 
I imagine, as far as the sheep are concerned, that it 
can be a bit of a frightening place, especially if they 
become separated from other members of their own 
flock in the process. 

All of this reminded me of a verse in the prophecy of 
Isaiah. In chapter 53 it speaks of the Lord Jesus being 
like a lamb. That illustration comes up many times in 
the Bible. You might remember that John the Baptist 
calls Jesus "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world." (John 1:29) In Isaiah 53 the picture 
is not of a lamb happily running in a field but of a 
lamb being taken to the place where it would be put 
to death. Now that would have been an even more 
frightening place than our lamb sale at Portree.

Why does Isaiah use this picture to describe Jesus? 
Because that was why he came into the world. He 
came to die as a Saviour for sinners. He would take the 
curse and the guilt of his people's sin and suffer and die 
in their place. The lambs at the sale don't know what 
lies ahead for them. The Lord faced all his sufferings 
knowing exactly what lay ahead for him. Furthermore, 
unlike the lambs at the sale the Lord was not forced 
to be there. He chose to be there. He was ready to 
take the place of his people and suffer the full penalty 
for their sin. Of course, that was not the end. He rose 
victorious from the grave on the third day. He now 
lives a Prince and a Saviour able to give repentance 
and remission of sin to all who come to him. John the 
Baptist told his hearers to "Behold" or look at Jesus 
and to go to him for salvation. Have you done that yet?

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

this but eventually I had to phone them and let them 
know. They were very understanding and were very 
sorry about what had happened. They quickly fixed the 
place where their dog was escaping and now Skipper 
can go out to play again.

That other dog was being a bit of a bully, wasn't he? 
Bullies are not very nice and we must always be careful 
not to bully others. Sometimes we might not be the 
main bully but we watch the bullying take place and 
we say and do nothing. That is also very wrong. Sadly, 
at times, we might be the person who is being bullied. 
It is an awful thing: you feel afraid and alone and every 
day is difficult. Perhaps you are being bullied because 
you go to church or refuse to do things that are wrong.

What should you do in this sort of situation? 
Sometimes you can sort it out by yourself, by standing 
up to the bully. Bullies are often cowards who have 
many problems of their own. At other times you may 
need help. Find someone you can tell and don't be 
embarrassed or ashamed; after all it is not you that is 
doing something wrong! 

Before you do any of those things you should also bring 
the problem to the Lord in prayer. The Bible tells us 
that he is sympathetic to our troubles. He understands 
what it is to be mocked and no-one knows better what 
it feels like to be lonely. Remember he has all the 
power in the world. He is able in the most amazing 
ways to change our situations. He can guide you so 
that you will know what to do and when to do it. He 
might cause others to notice your problem without 
you saying a word. He is even able to change the heart 
of the bully! You take your problems to him and trust 
him to help.
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On Saturday 31 August, we had a Christian youth 
conference in Dores church which began at 11am and 
finished at 4pm.  There were around 25 young people 
and leaders present from different congregations in 
the denomination.  After we enjoyed a mid-morning 
snack, Rev. John Keddie spoke about the life of Eric 
H. Liddell.  Mr. Keddie gave a really good talk and 
we all enjoyed it tremendously.

Eric H. Liddell was a Scottish Olympic Gold Medallist 
runner, rugby union international player and a 
Christian missionary.  He became famous because 
he refused to run in the heats for his favoured 100 
metres, at the 1924 Summer Olympics in Paris, 
because they were held on the Lord's Day. Instead 
he competed in the 400 metres held on a weekday; a 
race that he won. 

After Mr Keddie spoke, we all went into separate 
groups to discuss what we had heard and consider 
why Eric Liddell’s life is a model for us to follow.  He 
feared God and didn’t want as a Christian to break 
the Sabbath Day, as it is a special day of rest and 
worship.  Although he wasn’t perfect in everything - 
none of us are - his refusal to run on the Sabbath is an 
example to us how to keep it.

After the group discussions, we had lunch which we 
all enjoyed. Despite the rain we still went for a walk 
along Dores beach, which wasn’t as bad as we all 
thought it was going to be - as it dried up a little.

When we came back, (still maybe picking a biscuit or 
two!) we had our second talk about the lessons we 
learned from Eric Liddell, in not only refusing to run 
on the Sabbath but also following God’s call to be a 
missionary in China, where he preached the gospel 
message to the people of that vast nation.

Then we went into our groups again, to discuss and 
learn what we should and shouldn’t follow in Eric 
Liddell’s life. 

That brought us to the end of another youth 
conference, all having enjoyed it very much.  We 
thank Mr. Keddie for the talks and everyone who 

August Youth Conference 2019         
- Eric Liddell’s Life and Lessons

REPORT BY CALLUM ARIE MORRISON



5 November 2019

was involved in either preparing the food or helping 
out with the discussions.   We all had a thoroughly 
enjoyable day, for which we thank God.

Note from the organisers: We asked the young people to 
let us know what topics they would be interested in for 
a future conference, D.V.  Many suggested other faithful 
Christians from the past that they would like to find out 
more about, and several suggested science topics from a 
Christian viewpoint.  Thank you all for your ideas. We 
will try to bear these in mind when we organise our future 
conferences!
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ON FIRE BUT NOT BURNED UP
You are probably quite familiar with 
the symbol of the Burning Bush. It 
appears on many things connected 
with the Church, for instance the front 
cover of the Witness magazine. Clearly 
it represents the Church, but do you 
know why? Often the words "Nec tamen 
consumebatur" are written underneath. 
These words are in Latin and mean "it 
was not consumed" (Exodus 3:2). What 
bush is it referring to?

MOSES AND THE BURNING BUSH
In Exodus chapter 3 we read that Moses was keeping 
sheep in the desert when he noticed a bush that had 
burst into flames. That was not too unusual in such a 
dry place where the scorching sun would set things 
on fire. However, this bush was different and Moses 
noticed that though it was burning it was not being 
burnt away. It just kept on burning. Moses goes to 
investigate and from the midst of the bush the LORD 
calls out to Moses and tells him that this was holy 
ground. God himself was present in a special way. 
Down through the centuries this has been taken as a 
picture of the Church.

A GOOD SYMBOL
The bush was simply a dry tree in a desolate region. 
It was probably a thorn bush and would not have 
been very much to look at. In the same way the Lord 
often chooses ordinary people for his Church and 
not simply the great, the glamorous and the geniuses 
of this world. Like the bush the Church is generally 
isolated and ignored in this world. It receives little 
attention and is often ridiculed and dismissed. 

In the days of Moses the Church was suffering 
terrible persecution at the hands of the Egyptians. 
By showing him the bush that burned but was not 
destroyed the Lord was preparing Moses for the work 
that he had for him. The Children of Israel  would 
be brought out of "the iron furnace" (Deuteronomy 
4:20). The Egyptians would try and destroy them but 
no matter how hot the fire of persecution would burn 
the Lord would preserve them. 

It was a miracle that the Children of Israel were not 
destroyed in Egypt. And it is also miraculous that 
the Church has survived all the countless attacks 
and severe persecutions it has faced down through 
history. It is amazing that in times when Christians 
were herded to places of execution and hunted 
through the hills the Church was not extinguished. 
Today in many parts of the world the Church 
survives and even flourishes whilst suffering greatly 
at the hands of governments and enemies. 

God has purposed that he will always have a 
Church on earth to worship him in the way he has 
commanded. It is the presence of God with his people 
that ensures its survival. The bush may be aflame but 
the flames will never consume the bush completely. 
In the Old Testament and all the way down to the 



present it is the presence of Christ that preserves 
and saves the Church. "In all their afflictions he was 
afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them" 
(Isaiah 63:9) The "good will of him that dwelt in the 
bush" (Deuteronomy 33:16) was their deliverance.

SYMBOL OF THE REFORMED CHURCH
No wonder the Church has loved the symbol of the 
burning bush. The French Protestants or Huguenots 
first used it in the sixteenth century during the 
persecutions and slaughter that they endured from 
the Roman Catholic Church. They rejoiced that even 
in the darkness of Egypt God kept his Church alive. 

The Covenanters in Scotland made use of it throughout 
the seventeenth century and by the 1690's, after the 
harrowing Killing Times, it had become the symbol 
of the Church of Scotland. The Free Church inherited 
it in 1843 and often took encouragement from it. 
We continue to use it and remember the message it 
brought to Moses all these years ago.

A CHALLENGE
The burning bush is a challenge for young people 
in the same way that it was for Moses. Quite often, 
teenagers reach a crossroads in their life: on the one 
hand they can see the true ways of God and his people, 
and on the other hand the sinful ways of the world 
are beckoning. Moses had to choose between Egypt 
and God's people. His choice was very definite; he 
preferred even to "suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt" (Hebrews 11:25-26). To be 
identified with Christ and his Church may not be 
easy and it will never be fashionable but it is the way 
of eternal reward. Perhaps you are at this crossroads 
yourself and the big question is which way will you 
go? 

(This article is based on one which appeared in 
the Explorer many years ago and which has been  
adapted)
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1. How many people were in the ark? 
(Genesis chapter 7)  

_______________________________

2. What did the dove bring back to 
Noah? (Genesis chapter 8)

_______________________________

3. What did Noah build immediately 
after leaving the ark? (Genesis chapter 8) 

_______________________________

4. What does the rainbow tell us that 
God will never do? (Genesis chapter 9) 

_______________________________
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