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SKIPPER GETS 
ATTENTION

We recently had a lot of visitors and the house was full 
of people. Skipper of course enjoys having company. He 
loves to run around showing off his favourite toys and 
playing about with the children. He gets to be the centre 
of attention for a while. As you know, when there are 
visitors about, things get especially busy at mealtimes; 
with grandchildren and others needing to be fed. One 
morning at breakfast everyone was busy eating and 
talking as the day’s activities were being planned. And 
that was when a problem occurred; in the middle of 
all this activity someone did not get their breakfast! I 
wonder if you can guess who it was?  



I have just finished setting a fire in the front room 
fireplace. The kindling and logs are all in place and 
all that will be required will be a match to turn it 
into a warm blaze. Hopefully, as the summer gets 
warmer, we will have less use for the open fire but 
today is cold and windy. Perhaps some of you have 
also helped set a fire or watched while someone 
else has done it. I think most people would agree 
that on a cold night it is very nice to sit in front of 
a glowing fire.

Someone once said that fire is a good servant but a 
bad master. What they meant was that fire is very 
useful in all sorts of different ways but if it gets out 
of control it is very dangerous. We have seen that 
recently on the Isle of Skye with moorland fires 
burning fiercely and requiring a host of fire engines 
to bring them under control. 

In the Epistle of James chapter 3 and verse 6 we 
read that “the tongue is a fire”. The Apostle explains 
that bad, angry, spiteful, ungodly words are like a 
spark that can create huge trouble; like a fire out 
of control. I’m sure we all know what James meant. 
Friendships can be spoiled and all sorts of problems 
created when we say things we shouldn’t have 
said. When this happens we need to seek God’s 
forgiveness and also show the people we have hurt 
that we are truly sorry. If we are the ones who have 
been hurt we need to be ready to forgive those who 
are sorry for what happened. We are not to stay 
angry and unforgiving; after all the Lord is ready to 
forgive us for far worse sins. In Psalm 141:3 David 
asks the Lord to put a watch on his mouth; helping 
him not to say things which he shouldn’t. Surely 
that is also a wise prayer for us all?

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

I was stacking the dishwasher and looked round and there 
was Skipper sitting up on one of the kitchen chairs looking 
a bit fed up. He doesn’t normally sit up on the kitchen 
chairs as he gets fed from his dish on the kitchen floor.  
Why was Skipper sitting on the chair? I was just about 
to give him a row for climbing on the furniture when I 
realised what a clever dog he was. He had been waiting 
for his breakfast for a while and had become impatient. 
He obviously worked out that the children had sat at the 
table to get their breakfast and when I forgot to feed him 
he decided he’d try sitting there too and see if it worked 
for him! The children thought it was very funny and clever 
and of course it worked! I immediately stopped what I was 
doing and fed Skipper his breakfast! Actually, it worked 
too well. Sometimes when he’s a bit peckish and wants 
a treat (and a bit of attention) he’ll try and jump up on 
a chair!  Of course it REALLY only worked once and now, 
instead of a treat he gets a sharp reminder that he should 
not be on the chairs! I’m sure you have your own ways of 
getting attention. There are things we can say and do to 
ensure we do not get overlooked. 

In one of his parables Jesus tells us about a woman who 
wanted to get some attention. She was a widow: her 
husband had died. Sadly there have always been bad 
people who are ready to treat widows badly and take 
advantage of them. This particular widow seems to have 
had problems like that in her life and she went to see if a 
judge could help her. Unfortunately this particular judge 
was a bad, lazy man. He was not interested in helping 
the widow and he sent her away. We might have been 
tempted to give up but she kept coming back again and 
again asking for his help. Eventually he gets very tired of 
the woman and agrees to help her in order to stop her 
pestering him. 

Jesus used this story in Luke chapter 18 to encourage us 
to keep on praying. If the bad judge eventually gave some 
attention to the widow simply because she kept asking 
for his help we can be confident that a kind and merciful 
God will not ignore, or forget, those who come to him 
for help. This doesn’t mean that he will always answer us 
immediately. He has his own wise reasons for delaying an 
answer but we are to keep on crying to him. Satan will try 
and tell us that we might as well give up but the Bible tells 
us never to give up. When it comes to getting attention we 
can learn a great deal from the widow in the parable and 
we can learn a little from Skipper too!
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THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ALL WHO TOOK PART IN THE EXAMINATIONS AND PRIZE WINNERS.

Sabbath School and Bible Class 
Examinations 2018 - 2019

John MacDonald, Stornoway Matthew Keddie, Shettleston, Glasgow

Bible Class Grade: 15 took part in the examination 

Prize winner: Matthew Keddie, Shettleston

Cross – Hugh MacDonald, Heidi MacLeod, Murray 
MacDonald, Felicity MacLeod

Duthil-Dores – Emily Hutton, Kenneth Hutton

Knock & Point – Alexander MacLeod, 
Ruaraidh MacLeod

Shettleston – Matthew Keddie, Elizabeth Keddie 

Stornoway – Lydia MacDonald, Thomas Craig, 
Susanna MacDonald, Sarah Craig 

Tarbat – Ethan C. MacLeod 

Grade 2: 12 took part in the examination 

Prize winner:  John MacDonald, Stornoway

Cross – Annie MacDonald, Owen MacDonald

Duthil-Dores – Callum Arie Morrison, 
Lewis Fraser, Ewen Hutton, Jonathan Brooks, 
Lois Brooks, Calvin Nicolson

Shettleston – Thomas Keddie, Hannah Keddie

Stornoway – John MacDonald

Tarbat – Malcolm S. MacLeod

Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize

GRADE 1: Benjamin Ross, Portree; 
Marybeth MacDonald, Stornoway; 
Joanna Brooks, Duthil-Dores

GRADE 2:  Anna Marie Morrison, Duthil-Dores; 
Peter MacDonald and Kenneth MacDonald, Stornoway

GRADE 3: John MacDonald, Lydia MacDonald and 
Susanna MacDonald, Stornoway

GRADE 4: Jonathan Brooks and Lois Brooks, 
Duthil-Dores
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Catechism Diploma

Bronze (1-38): 
Charis B. Humby and Sophia J. Wanliss, 
Greenville, USA

Silver (39 – 81): 
Sarah Craig, Stornoway

Silver/Gold (39-107): 
Grace H. Reeder and Zoë L. Reeder, 
Greenville, USA

Gold: 
John MacDonald, Stornoway

Gold Bonus (1-107):  
Grace E. Wanliss, Greenville, USA

L-R: Grace Wanliss, Zoe Reeder, Grace Reeder, Sophia Wanliss, Charis Humby

Marybeth MacDonald, Stornoway Susanna MacDonald, Stornoway

Kenneth MacDonald,
Stornoway

Peter MacDonald,
Stornoway

Lydia MacDonald,
Stornoway

L-R: Joanna, Lois and Jonathan Brooks, 
Duthil-Dores
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THE TABERNACLE (2)
Last month we began a new Bible study in 
which we are looking at the Tabernacle. 
We saw that God gave strict instructions 
to Moses as to how it was to be built. This 
month we will look at the surroundings of 
the Tabernacle and the first of the two rooms 
inside the Tabernacle.

THE TABERNACLE SURROUNDINGS

Outside the Tabernacle there was called the Outer Court 
which was enclosed by canvas skins. Obviously there 
had to be an entrance to this area and curtains of linen 
marked the entrance. (Exodus 27:9) Inside this area all the 
services and sacrifices were performed.

Opposite the entrance as you came in was the Altar of 
Burnt Offering. It was made of wood and was covered with 
brass. Later we shall speak about another altar which was 
in The Holy Place and was made of gold. In our last article 
we saw that the closer the coverings of the Tabernacle  
were to the most holy places the more expensive the 
materials they were made of. Again we see this principle 
being applied to these two altars. The one furthest away 
has a brass covering whilst the one closest is covered in 
gold. Between the altar and the door of the Tabernacle 
was the brass laver at which the priests washed their 
hands and feet before entering the Tabernacle.

There is always a danger that we become careless about 
the things of God. We forget God’s holiness and majesty 
and we bring him down to our own level. The Outer Court 
of the Tabernacle reminds us that he is God and that we 

are always to give him the honour and the respect to 
which he is due.

THE HOLY PLACE

The Tabernacle consisted of two separate rooms. The 
first was called The Holy Place and beyond that was The 
Holy of Holies, which we shall look at separately. The 
Holy Place was the larger of the two rooms and only the 
priests were permitted to enter here. This very limited 
access emphasised for Israel the holiness of God. It was a 
constant reminder to them that he is high and lofty and is 
not to be carelessly or casually approached. Anyone who 
was not a priest but dared to intrude into this area would 
face death. The fact that only the priests were admitted 
was also teaching Israel that they needed a saviour who 
would be a priest and would be able to perform the work 
of a priest. Only someone who could function as a priest 
could enter into God’s presence on behalf of sinners. It all 
pointed to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Altar of Burnt Offering The Brazen Laver



The Holy Place contained several items of furniture. There 
was the altar of incense which was made of wood and 
covered in gold. It was crowned with a gold rim and had 
four gold horns at each corner. It was about 1.5 feet square 
and 3 feet high. Royal palaces would often have incense 
burning as a sign of homage to the king. With this in mind 
it is no surprise that we find incense in the Tabernacle. 
Incense is also a symbol of prayer; indeed prayer is the 
true incense. Christ our great high Priest in heaven is 
constantly offering up prayer for his church. His prayers 
are based on his work on earth: his offering of himself 
as a sacrifice for sin. The fire on this altar was kindled by 
the coals which were taken from the altar where the sin 
offering was burnt, all of this speaking of Christ our great 
Saviour.

Also there in The Holy Place was the Table of Shewbread 
with twelve loaves representing the twelve tribes of 

Israel. This bread was replaced there every week by the 
priests who ate the older loaves in The Holy Place. This 
table stood at the side of the altar. 

Finally on the other side of the altar was the Golden 
Candlestick, a seven branched lamp. In the Book of 
Revelation this image, with a very significant alteration, 
is used to symbolise the Church. Our Lord is the light of 
the world and through him the church also shines in the 
darkness. We are to be his witnesses but we can only be his 
witnesses if he is our Saviour. All of these Old Testament 
passages may be very interesting but the question is: has 
Christ, the only Priest who can save any of us, become 
our great High Priest? Have we come to him in order that 
our sins can be washed away for Jesus’ sake? Is there 
incense of praise and prayer rising from our hearts? Are 
we feeding on the Lord Jesus, the bread who came down 
from heaven?
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Latest entries
1st prize - Peter MacDonald   
Runners up: 
Aberdeen - Ava Maclennan 
Culloden Baptist - Micah MacDonald
Dores - Lois Brooks, Jonathan Brooks   
Stornoway - Marybeth MacDonald, John MacDonald, George 
Kenneth MacDonald, Lydia MacDonald, Susanne MacDonald,
Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig Partick - Kenny MacKinnon      

1.  David was brave when he killed the 
________________. 1 Sam 17 v 36

2.  David was brave when he killed the 
________________. 1 Sam 17 v 36

3.  David was brave when he killed 
________________. 1 Sam 17 v 23 and v49

4.  David was brave when he killed 200 
________________. 1 Sam 18 v 27

5.  David was brave when he escaped 
from Saul who tried to kill him with a 
________________. 
1 Sam 19 v 10

6.  David was brave when he cut the 
________________ of Saul’s robe. 
1 Sam 24 v 4

7.  David was brave when he took the 
________________ and the water jug. 
1 Sam 26 v 11

8.  David was brave when he escaped 
from __________________. 
2 Sam 15 v 13-16

David the brave boy 
and the brave king 

Can you name 3 other people in the 
Bible who were also very brave?

1. _______________________________

2. _______________________________

3. _______________________________


