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SKIPPER’S GOES 
BIRD WATCHING!

Do you like watching birds? Some people are very keen 
and spend a great deal of time waiting quietly in the 
hope of spotting one particular type of bird. Sometimes 
it will be reported that a rare bird has been spotted in 
some location and many bird-watching enthusiasts will 
travel there in the hope of catching a glimpse of the bird. 
They will come equipped with binoculars and cameras 
and sit for hours: waiting and watching.

Well, Skipper doesn’t have a camera and has no need 
for binoculars, but he is keen on a spot of bird watching! 
During the winter time lots of birds come into our garden 
and we enjoy feeding them. We have seed feeders on a 
couple of trees and something called a ‘feeding station’ 
which is a fancy word for a pole with three or four hooks 
on it and a bowl for water!

We might not get many rare birds but we do have a wide 
variety. Over the seasons we usually have sparrows, tree-
creepers, blue-tits, starlings, blackbirds, rooks, collar-
doves, a robin and even occasionally a noisy pheasant. 
Skipper loves being involved in everything we do and 
I don’t know how much he understands, but he takes a 
great interest when we feed the birds; he even stands 
in the utility room watching as we fill up the containers 
with seeds and peanuts. Skipper loves lying in the garden 
and watching the birds. Some of them, mostly the little 
ones, hang from the feeders, though sometimes a rook 
or a sparrow will try - though not very successfully. Then 
there are the ‘bottom feeders’ who pick up the seeds that 
fall from the containers. It’s a great system, as they tidy up 
the garden quite nicely!



Dear friends,
Earlier today a man in England narrowly avoided 
serious injury when bricks and rubble toppled 
down close to where he was walking. The incident 
happened in Stoke Newington when high winds 
caused a building to collapse sending the bricks 
and rubble crashing down onto the pavement. The 
incident was reported on national news and the man 
was described as having had “a lucky escape”. 

The Bible makes very clear that there is no such thing as 
luck, either good luck or bad luck. It is the Lord who governs 
every aspect of life who gives, or withholds, blessing as he 
sees fit. Had the man in Stoke Newington passed the spot 
where the bricks fell a few seconds later than he did, he 
would have been hit by the rubble. Whether he realises 
it or not, the Lord appointed his circumstances exactly so 
as to avoid injury or even death. The Lord arranged things 
so that he walked along that stretch of pavement at a 
certain time that day, a few moments before a part of the 
building fell exactly on the spot where he had been less 
than ten seconds before. We never know what we have 
been spared. Perhaps you are running a few minutes late, 
and that can be annoying and inconvenient, but maybe, 
like that man, you have been spared something terrible. 

The Christian doesn’t rely on luck but on the guiding, 
ruling hand of a gracious God. It wasn’t luck that saw 
Joseph made a ruler in Egypt and it wasn’t luck that 
brought the woman of Samaria out to the well at Sychar 
where, at a certain moment in the day she would meet 
Jesus; a meeting that changed her life forever. 

That incident was also a reminder of how uncertain our 
lives are. How important it is  to be ready and to have 
peace with God, safe in the knowledge that, whatever 
happens, our souls are safe. If we have an assurance 
that we are the Lord’s, we can face whatever life might 
bring in the knowledge that he is arranging everything 
for our good and his own glory.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

Birds are fascinating to watch: they all have their own 
peculiar characteristics. The robin likes his own company 
and, although he is small, he is quite daring and will chase 
the other birds away when he is feeding. He is quite bold 
and will come up close to you and even sit on the fence 
and chatter when you are walking by. The blue-tits love 
to flit in and out of the branches onto the nut feeder and 
hang there, sometimes upside down! The bigger birds 
peck away down below and don’t seem to be aware that 
the wee birds are making a mess for their benefit. We 
used to have a big black dog who would wait until all the 
big birds had settled and then bound in and chase them 
away. He thought this was great fun but I am sure the 
birds got pretty annoyed! Skipper just sits watching and 
seems to know that the birds are hungry and need food. 

We find many different birds in the Bible. A dove brought 
good news to one family and ravens brought food to a 
prophet. Can you remember about these occasions? In 
Matthew 6:26 the Lord speaks about birds and tells us 
that we can learn a lesson from them.  He tells us to watch 
the birds and see the way in which God provides for them. 
When you next see a bird, remember that verse and ask 
yourself if the Lord is your “heavenly father”. Have you 
come to trust in him and depend on him for the needs 
of your body and soul? Has he drawn you to himself? 
Are you like the birds in Psalm 84 who find a home in the 
Lord’s house? Let’s keep watching and learning from the 
birds!
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The children line up for an activity

In March 2018 Rev James MacInnes, 
accompanied by his son Sandy Iain and 
daughter Mina visited our missionary in Sri 
Lanka, Rev. Partheepan. Sandy Iain and Mina 
have kindly prepared some reports of their 
trip. This month Sandy Iain  will tell us about 
the pre-school at which they helped. 

Visit to Sri Lanka (2)

The pre-school in Sri Lanka

THE PRE-SCHOOL
Mina and I went to help in a pre-school run by the 
Reformed Protestant Mission church in Ceylon [Sri Lanka]. 
The pre-school is a good way to build contact with families 
outside of the church. The families send the children 
because they are given a good pre-school education, are 
fed and are well looked after. 
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WHO GOES AND WHAT THEY DO
The children are in the pre-school from 8.00am to 
11.00am. They start the day by doing exercises followed 
by prayer. They then do their schooling. After this they 
have lunch, which could be rice porridge with cardamom 
and raisins or rice balls along with water (or sometimes a 
milkshake as a treat). Following this, they have play time 
when they play in the school yard kicking a football or 
playing on the playground toys. They then go home. There 
are about twelve pupils ranging from two to five years old. 
There is one teacher and one classroom assistant. The 
children were very friendly, happy and well behaved. They 
work hard and are eager to learn 

THE BUILDING
The building they use has holes in the floor and so people 
can easily trip. It has two brick walls and two half walls 
with metal netting (which you can see in the photo to the 
right). There is a room outside that has a hole in the floor 
serving as a toilet. 

We helped out as classroom assistants for three days 
during our stay. We would help them with their colouring 
in and play with them. The teacher and her assistant were 
very kind and diligent. Most of the children come from 
a village with a lot of poverty; their families are Hindu, 
so this is often their first contact with a Christian church.  
These children are all invited to Sabbath School, and many 
of them come. A bus collects them and takes them to the 
church which is in the nearby town of Vavuniya.

The bus that takes the class to the nearby church 

The children listen during class

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
HELP THE YOUNG 

PEOPLE IN SRI 
LANKA?

It is hoped that the new church 
building at Vavuniya will have some 
rooms where the Sabbath School 
can meet. One Sabbath School 
room would cost around £2,000. 
It would be a good project for 
Sabbath Schools across the church 
to try and raise some money for the 
children of Vavuniya. 

Donations can be sent directly 
to Mrs Muriel Smith, Free Church 
(Continuing) Manse, ‘Loch Mor’, 
Struan, Isle of Skye, IV56 8FB, or 
through your local Congregational 
Treasurer.



Chapter seven ended with the death of wicked Haman. However his death did not bring an immediate solution to 
the difficulties faced by Esther and her people. 

THE KING’S NEW DECREE (8:1-9)
It is a solemn fact that though Haman was gone the evil he had planned was left behind. What will we leave behind 
us when we leave this world? Will it be something good and worthwhile or something that is not so good? The 
difficulty  Esther faced was how to stop the process which Haman had set in motion. She asked the king for help but 
he had a big problem; his own laws prevented him from reversing an order. So the king gave his ring to Mordecai, 
and with it the authority to make another law. This second law would help them find a way round the first one under 
which they had been sentenced to death. 

We must remember that God can change what no-one else can. For instance governments and laws can’t change a 
person’s heart, but the Lord is able to change us deep in our souls and make us what the Bible calls ‘new creatures’. To 
take another example, Pilate along with Herod and the Jewish leaders did all they could to prevent the resurrection 
of Christ, but God overcame all opposition and even death itself. Do you believe this?

THE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE (8:10-17)
Happily, in God’s providence there were still nine months to go before the terrible day when they would be attacked 
and put to death. This meant that the empire had sufficient time to hear about this new, second law. By this new law 
the Jews were given the right to defend themselves if they were attacked. They were not to attack others but they 
were no longer as defenceless as they had been before. The Jews were to be ready to defend themselves on the day 
appointed by the King’s first decree. God’s Word warns us against violence or hatred but it also allows us to defend 
ourselves from attack. 

Mordecai was also promoted to high authority and all the Jews were glad. Interestingly many of the people were 
afraid of these changes and the power Mordecai and Esther now had, so they became Jews in order to defend 
themselves (v 17). That is not the same as a true conversion to Christ. We can change our religion and nationality in 
order to escape some danger but it will never save our souls. We need to beware of changing our ways in order to 
fit in with the practices of the day. Our religion and all our decisions in life must be based on the Word of God alone.

Some of the enemies of God’s people will not be revealed until the last day. Others, like the devil, will make their 
influence and hatred felt in this world as he works behind the scenes. In this world there will always be difficulties 
and trouble, and only in heaven will Christians enjoy freedom from the attacks of Satan and all who work with 
him. The Christian Pilgrim in John Bunyan’s famous book longs for heaven, “There the people no longer hurt one 
another”. What a blessing that even in this poor broken world the Bible assures all who trust in Christ of that final 
rest! Do you hope to share in it?

BIBLE FACT FILE

From Sadness to Gladness
Esther 8
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Which book is it in?

Name: ...................................................................................

Age: ......................................................................................

Congregation: .......................................................................

Address: ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize - Lauren Cormack  
Runners up   
Gateshead Presbyterian - Noah Richards      
Ness - Murray MacDonald, Owen MacDonald, 
Annie MacDonald, Alasdair Morrison 
Partick - Kenny MacKinnon           Lochgilphead - Emily Craig

Draw an arrow to the correct book of the Bible

David & Goliath

Samson 

Jacob & Esau 

The 10 Commandments 

Abraham & Isaac 

Elijah & the Ravens 

Gideon 

The 10 plagues in Egypt

Joseph & his dreams 

Adam & Eve 

Noah & the ark 
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Genesis

Exodus

Judges

1 Samuel

1 Kings 



When I was young some of us would collect stamps. I 
never took it very seriously but some of my friends did 
and they had quite big stamp collections. Maybe some 
of you still collect stamps, even though less and less 
letters are sent with stamps nowadays. A philatelist is 
a stamp collector and some people spend a lot of time 
and a great deal of money building up their collections. 
The rarest stamps are very valuable, fetching millions of 
pounds when they are sold. 

There are many different types of stamps depending on 
the size of the letter or parcel and, of course, different 
countries have their own stamps. The William Gross 
Stamp Gallery has an exhibit called ‘A Stamp for Every 
Country’. This is a collection of over 8oo stamps - one 
from every country in the world that has produced 
stamps, including many countries that no longer exist. 

All these different stamps are used on a wide variety of 
letters and parcels. Some will come on birthday cards. 
Others will be attached to letters which bring bad news. 
Some of them will look very ordinary, whilst others will 
be special stamps with a picture of someone famous 
or a commemoration of some important event. This 
year the Royal Mail will issue six stamps marking two 
hundred years since the birth of Queen Victoria. The 
75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings will be marked 
by a set of eleven special stamps and another issue, later 
in the year, will feature Royal Navy ships.

However, despite the vast number of different stamps 
they all have one thing in common. Can you think what 
it is? They all stick to their job until it is done! If they have 
been stuck down properly they will stay there. This will 
involve many journeys. They will travel in vans and some 
in boats, trains and even planes. They will cross oceans 
and continents and unless they are pulled off they will 
stick to the work until it is done and the letter or parcel 
has arrived at its destination. If a stamp could talk it 
might say something like this, “Here I am and I’m going 
to stay here until my work is done. I’m not concerned 
about other stamps or letters. Let them do their work 
and I shall do mine!” It seems to me that stamps have 
a lot to teach us. All too often we do not stick to our 
work until it is done. We are easily distracted and quickly 
bored. Whether in school or at home we often need to 
be told to get on with our work and never mind what 
other people are  doing! 

When we turn to our Bibles we find people there who 
did not stick to their work until it was done. Sadly 

Stamp, Stamp, Stamp!

Adam did the very opposite of sticking to his duty! He 
was told very clearly what God instructed him to do. If 
he had kept to that, he, and all his descendants would 
have enjoyed great blessing and been spared great 
sorrow. We don’t know how long he and Eve were in 
the Garden of Eden but we do know that they disobeyed 
God and were driven out of the Garden. Many of their 
descendants also failed themselves (and others) through 
careless neglect and failure to do what they should have 
done. Indeed in the whole of the Bible there is only one 
person who really did keep on going to the very end of 
his work without halting or failing. You know who I’m 
talking about: the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What a mercy it is for sinners that he did not fail in his 
task. He stuck to his work all the way to the cross itself. 
This despite the fact that it was not an easy task he had. 
Indeed no-one has ever had a harder task and many 
times Satan tried to tempt him to give it up. We read 
of him in the temple as a twelve year old boy who was 
determined to be about his father’s business and that 
single mindedness never left him.

Because he  fulfilled every duty he is able to save sinners 
and those who trust in him as Saviour can rest assured 
that he has left no part of their redemption incomplete. 
Let’s learn from the stamps and stick to the job, whatever 
it might be, until it’s done. Above all else let’s make sure 
that Jesus, who kept going to the very end, is our Saviour 
and Redeemer!
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