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Skipper's New Toy Box
I wonder how many of you have a toy box? When I was 
a little girl I had a very large one complete with a hinged 
lid. It was big enough for me to use as a stool and my 
dad, who was a very clever carpenter, had made it for 
me. It lasted through my childhood and also that of my 
own children but I don't know where it is now. I seem to 
remember giving it to someone.

Well, Skipper now has his very own toy box! It's only a 
small plastic one from the supermarket but it holds all of 
his toys and keeps them off the floor – well, most of them! 
When we first brought it into the house and placed every 
one of his toys in it we were astounded at the number of 
toys he has gathered; some have been given to him and 
some we have bought for him. The trouble is that dogs, 
like all of us, get bored with the same thing over and over 
again. 

Was Skipper pleased with his new box? Well, Skipper was 
not at all sure about his toys all being in one place. He 
rather likes to have them scattered all over the house and 
garden but we had got a bit fed up constantly picking up 
the ones he wasn't playing with! There are two toys he 
will not leave in the toy box, and every time we put them 
in he takes them back out! We think that they must be his 
favourites. The one thing he hasn't found out yet is how 
to put them back neatly when he has finished with them! 
Do you know anyone like that?

In the Old Testament we read about King Saul. The Lord 
gave him a very great honour: a kingdom to lead and to 
rule over. Israel in those days was reasonably united and 
gathered together. Had Saul obeyed the Lord, that would 
probably have continued and Israel could have become 
a great nation, as it did in later years when Solomon was 
king. Sadly however, Saul turned out to be a bad king. 
He did not listen to the Lord or Samuel his prophet. He 
became very jealous of David who often helped and 
defended him. Instead of uniting the country and bringing 
everyone together, Saul divided and scattered the nation 
and eventually he made war against David and, more 
seriously, against the Lord himself. He discovered that it 
was far easier to break up the nation than it was to bring 
things back together again. Indeed after David himself 
became king it took some years to unite Israel back again.



The other night I was walking up the stairs in our 
house when I felt something fly past my head. At 
first I thought it was a bird but on closer inspection 
it turned out to be a bat. Although bats are relatively 
common on the Island of Skye this was the first time 
I had ever seen one close up. Did you know that 
there are about a thousand species of bat divided 
into eighteen family groups? Bracken Cave in Texas 
is the summer home to the largest colony of bats in 
the world. An estimated twenty million bats roost in 
the cave eating several hundred tons of insects every 
night!  Some types of bat are very small; the Thailand 
bumblebee bat is the smallest mammal in the world. 
Others, like the giant flying fox of Indonesia, are very 
big; it has a wingspan of almost two metres! You 
wouldn't want to find that one upstairs!

Many people think that bats are blind but in fact they can 
see almost as well as humans. However, at night, their 
ears are more important than their eyes and they use a 
special type of sonar called 'echolocation', meaning they 
find things using echoes. The Lord gave them this special 
ability which allows them to avoid obstacles and obtain 
the information necessary for tracking and catching an 
insect. 

God has given us a different type of sonar ability to help 
us in this dark world. We all have a conscience which is 
designed to help us make our way safely through this 
world avoiding what is harmful and going towards what 
is good. Sadly, unlike the bat who always follows the 'bat 
sonar', we often ignore our conscience and do ourselves 
all manner of harm as a result. By constantly ignoring 
our conscience we make it less effective. It stops warning 
us as loudly and constantly as it used to do. Because it 
no longer troubles us as much we might be quite happy 
with this development but it is very dangerous. We need 
a tender conscience and a new heart. What a blessing 
that the Lord of creation is able to create that in us.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

Satan always wants to scatter and divide the work of God. 
He does not like order and creates disorder wherever he 
can. He did that in the days of King Saul and he also did 
that in the Garden of Eden. We are told that after God had 
finished his work of creation "it was very good". (Genesis 
2:31) Everything was good and well-ordered. Adam's 
relationship with the rest of creation and with the Lord 
was in the right place, but when sin came in all that came 
to an end. 

We need someone like King David to come and reign in 
our lives. The Bible speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
'David's son'. He was a descendant of David and he too 
would reign over his own kingdom. Unlike even David the 
Lord is a perfect king who is building a perfect kingdom. In 
this world his church is still scattered (and Satan still does 
his best to scatter and divide it) but in glory it will all be 
brought together as one and he will reign over it for ever 
and ever. Are you a part of that glorious kingdom? Have 
you been brought in by Christ; gathered with his church 
and people and sharing in their privileges? 

3 October 2019



The Explorer 4

Saturday 1st June was not a good day for going to the 
beach - it was pouring with rain. Thankfully a hall had 
been booked in Coll, Back so we headed down there on 
a coach from Stornoway for our annual Sabbath School 
trip on which we were joined by friends from Knock & 
Point.

We enjoyed the usual fun activities – games, football, 
rugby and races. Lots of kind helpers provided a 

delicious barbecue followed by cakes and ice-cream 
and we rounded off the day with our annual prize-giving 
followed by worship.

We are so thankful to have our Sabbath School teachers 
who organised this end-of-year treat for us and help us 
understand God’s Word.

Sarah Craig

Stornoway Trip 2019
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For a number of years the Snizort Congregation 
have organised a Holiday Club for children 
during the summer holidays. Each year we 
have a different theme and in the past these 
have included topics such as creation and the 
life of the Apostle Peter. 

This year our theme was John Bunyan's classic 
book The Pilgrim's Progress. We learned about 
life in the City of Destruction from which Christian 
flees. We followed him as he left carrying that 
heavy burden on his back; the burden of sin, 
guilt and shame. We also met some of his 
companions, some good and some bad; 
Evangelist with his wise words and Mr Worldly 
Wiseman with his smooth dangerous lies. From 
Pliable and Obstinate we learned the dangers 
of cold stubbornness and an unsteady and 
changeable mind . We were reminded of the 
danger of being influenced by others to take 
the wrong path.

Most importantly of all we learned that it is 
through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ on the 
cross that forgiveness of sin can be found. It was 
there that Bunyan's Christian found relief from 
his heavy burden. At the House of the Interpreter 
we saw the lessons which Christian had to learn 
and which would stand him in good stead in 
the battles which lay ahead. We saw the end 
of all his travels and troubles: the Celestial City 
and the great contrast between that wonderful 
place and the one which he had left behind.

Snizort 
Holiday 

Club
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THE TABERNACLE (4)
This month we come to the final article in 
our series in which we have been looking 
at the Tabernacle. We have looked at the 
surroundings of the Tabernacle and the 
two rooms inside the Tabernacle. When the 
Lord told the people to build the Tabernacle 
he also showed them that a special group 
of men would work in the Tabernacle: they 
were called priests. They belonged to the 
Tribe of Levi and had many different duties 
to perform. One of them was very special; he 
was called the High Priest and he performed 
the most holy of all the duties and had a 
special role to play as the spiritual leader of 
the people. He also represented the people 
before God.

THE HIGH PRIEST

The High Priest did not appoint himself. He wasn't even 
chosen by the other priests; he was appointed by God. 
(Hebrews 5:4-5) The first High Priest was Aaron, Moses' 
brother. When Aaron died his son Eleazar took his place 
as High Priest and it continued in this way down through 
the generations. Sadly, by the time of Christ, it had all 

become terribly worldly and corrupted. When the High 
Priest was appointed to office he was anointed with oil 
and he would then put on some very special clothes 
which only he could wear. Although he performed some 
very special duties he was only a man and a sinner. This 
meant that along with offering sacrifices for the sins of 
others he also needed to offer sacrifices for his own sin. 

THE WORK OF THE HIGH PRIEST

The High Priest would assist the other priests in the daily 
services of the Tabernacle but once a year he would do 
something which only he was allowed to do. Do you 
remember that the Tabernacle had a special area called 
the Most Holy Place? On the Day of Atonement the High 
Priest would go into this room alone with blood from a 
sacrifice and incense. After he had passed through the 
veil which separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of 
the Tabernacle he would sprinkle the blood upon the 
covering of the Ark of the Covenant, which, you might 
remember from a previous article, was called the Mercy 
Seat.

The High Priest would also pray or intercede for the 
people and pronounce God's blessing upon them. Like 
everything else in which he was engaged these activities 
pointed forward to the Lord Jesus Christ.



JESUS THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST

The High Priest was there not merely to perform different 
tasks but to point forward to Christ. He and his work 
were one of the ways in which the people of the Old 
Testament were taught about the Saviour who was to 
come. The Bible speaks of Jesus as the Great High Priest 
of his church. Aaron was anointed with oil but Jesus was 
anointed with the Holy Spirit to perform a role that only 
he could ever undertake.

The High Priests offered endless sacrifices down through 
the years but Jesus would offer only one. Unlike any 
other High Priest he would offer himself as a sacrifice for 
the sins of his people. He was both the High Priest and 
also the "lamb of God": our "passover lamb" sacrificed 
for us. This sacrifice of himself was the only one which 
could take away sin. Just as the High Priest would go into 
the Most Holy Place with blood so Christ appears in the 
presence of God for his people and we in turn come to 
God through him as mediator. 

We mentioned that Aaron would bless the people and 
it is Christ's blessing which we need upon us. In the 
benediction with which we usually close our worship we 
have these words "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ". 
Do you come to God through him? We are not good 

enough to come to God without him. We need him to 
take away our sin and to bring us to God if we are to be 
forever accepted and at peace with God.

We noticed that the High Priest would go behind the 
veil on that special day every year. When Christ died 
God tore down the veil; the Old Testament priesthood 
and sacrifices were now over. The Saviour had come and 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself (Hebrews 9:26). 
Every Old Testament priest died and every High Priest 
eventually died. Jesus Christ our superior High Priest 
lives forever as Psalm 110 assures us. Jesus their great 
High Priest prays for his people continually and carries 
their prayers with him within the veil, if they agree with 
his.

I hope you have enjoyed this short series of articles on 
the Tabernacle. It is good to know our Bible history and 
the more we know of our Old Testament then the better 
we will understand the New Testament. However, this is 
not just about filling our head with knowledge. It must 
become personal for each of us. If you trust in Christ 
and love him, if he is your only hope of peace with God, 
through his blood, then his blessing is upon you forever. 
You have a great High Priest who will never, ever fail you 
and whose love and power is sufficient to meet your 
every need.
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Read Jonah Chapter 1–2 v.1 & Chapter 3.
Hidden in the wordsearch are the 10 words below and 5 extra ones, 
to help you complete the 2 lessons which we can learn from the story 
of Jonah.

1.  JONAH   
2.  NINEVEH     
3.  SHIP     
4.  WIND      
5.  STORM    
6.  FISH
7.  THREE
8.  DAYS
9.  NIGHTS
10.  PRAYED

Jonah

1. You cannot R_____  A________ from God 

2. God will F_____________ us like He did Nineveh if 

we are T_______ S________ and turn from our sins  

j w d r m r o t s p
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n i g h t s n t o a
a s h j i s o r r y
h h f u w h l u g s
t h r e e i m l i n
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n i n e v e h d e v
r u n a w a y w d c


