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SKIPPER’S 
BROKEN TOOTH!

Just recently Skipper had to go for his six monthly check 
up at the vet’s. You would think, after all his recent visits, 
that he’d be fed up going there, but the people at the 
vet’s are so nice to him that he is quite happy to go along. 
Of course, unlike us on a visit to the doctor, he doesn’t 
worry that there might be anything wrong.

After a short while in the waiting room during which time 
Skipper watched with great interest everyone else who 
was there it was our turn to go in and see the vet. The 
vet checked Skipper’s weight and advised that we should 
cut down on his treats: he’s just a wee bit overweight! 
That won’t be easy but it will be better to cut down on 
his diet now than wait until the problem becomes even 
worse. The vet checked his ears and gave them a clean; 
maybe that’s why he hasn’t been as obedient as he should 
recently! Then he checked Skipper’s hips and his eyes and 
then last of all his teeth! Oh dear, his teeth were not in 
very good condition! They needed a good deep clean, 
but worse than that the vet discovered that poor Skipper 
also had a broken tooth which would need to be taken 
out. Fortunately Skipper was totally unaware of this 
conversation and just loving all the attention that the vet 
was giving him. 

Now you and I will go to the dentist for treatment and 
understand what is going on; we might not like it (and 
we may not look forward to it) but we get it over with 
and then relax. Dogs can’t have it all explained to them 
and they have very strong teeth. Even though Skipper has 
never bitten anyone in his life the dentist was not going 
to take a chance and put his hands in his mouth in case 
Skipper got scared or felt pain and reacted like any normal 
animal would and snapped his mouth shut while the vet’s 
hand was inside! This is why dogs have to be sedated until 
they are fast asleep and then the vet can do his job without 
any fear of being bitten. Skipper was put to sleep and then 
when it was all over he slowly came round. His mouth was 



Dear friends,
The first of my lambs are due to be born soon and this has 
left me paying closer attention to the weather forecast than 
I might at other times. I don’t suppose that the younger 
readers of the Explorer pay much attention to weather 
forecasts unless you have a special event coming up and 
you want to know if the weather that day is likely to be 
nice.

For some people the weather forecast is a very important 
part of their daily routine. Farmers plan their work around the 
weather. They need suitable weather for sowing and  harvesting 
their fields. Sailors also depend on weather forecasts and they 
pay close attention to it. Four times every day on BBC radio 
you can listen in to the Shipping Forecast which gives weather 
reports and forecasts for the seas around the coasts of the  
British Isles. These contain an immense amount of information 
about forecast wind speed and direction and have helped 
countless sailors avoid danger and even death.

In olden times, before radio forecasts were available they used 
other methods to guide them with the weather: the colour 
of the sky, the behaviour of plants and animals and various 
features of the moon would tell them what to expect as far 
as the weather was concerned. Jesus spoke to the people of 
his own day and told them that whilst they were very good at 
forecasting the weather they were very poor at understanding 
spiritual signs. (Matthew 16: 2-3) They could tell if a storm was 
approaching, but they had completely failed to see that the 
long promised Saviour had come. They could recognise good 
weather but not the great Saviour. We can be very similar in 
our behaviour. We can be very interested in the weather next 
week but very unconcerned about eternity. The Bible gives us 
a very clear forecast. It tells us that if we are not saved eternity 
will bring a storm and, having been warned, we need to begin 
to prepare without delay.  We need the Saviour who will be a 
“hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest”. 
(Isaiah 32:2) Next time you hear a weather forecast remember 
what Jesus said in Matthew 16 and seek his protection without 
delay.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

a bit sore for a few hours and we were careful about 
what he ate for the rest of the day. Has anything like 
this ever happened to you, perhaps at the dentist, 
or more likely in a hospital? When people need an 
operation, unless it is a very small operation they 
are usually put to sleep for a little while so that they 
are unaware of what is going on and feel no pain.    

The Bible tells us of a time when God put someone 
to sleep in order to perform an operation on that 
person. Can you remember who it was? It was 
Adam: the first man. In Genesis chapter two we read 
that God put Adam to sleep so that he could remove 
one of Adam’s ribs and from that rib God made Eve: 
the first woman. At first when God created Adam 
he was alone but the Lord had planned for Adam to 
have a companion and this was his way of providing 
this companion for him. How wonderful it must have 
been for Adam to waken up and realise he was no 
longer alone! He had a companion and helper. This 
part of the Bible is very important as it tells us very 
clearly that God made men and women, male and 
female. He made them different from one another 
and he intends that difference to continue down 
through history until the end of time. You might 
know that there is a lot of confusion nowadays about 
male and female. There is no confusion in the Bible: 
it could not be clearer and the Bible is our guide in 
these matters and not the shifting ideas that people 
might have.
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Badaguish Camps

On the 27th of July, 2018, kids from the ages of 
Primary 7 to Secondary 6 met at Inverness. This camp 
was going to be a bit different because instead of 
going to Badaguish for the full week, we went to the 
Kingsview Christian Centre from the Friday till the 
Monday. During the week, we did lots of fun activities 
such as: mountain biking, going to the trampoline 
park, going to a puzzle room, and lots of sports. A 
typical day at camp includes a morning, afternoon and 
evening activity. We also have a talk in the evening, 
during which we take notes which are then used in 
our project the next afternoon. We usually manage to 
get to bed at about 10:30 - 11:00pm, and get woken 
up at 7:30am.

Each year we have a theme or topic for the evening 
talks - this time the title for junior camp was “Why We 
Do What We Do.” Under that heading we looked at 
psalms, baptism, the Lord’s Day and head coverings. 
The Seniors were looking at biblical masculinity and 
femininity.

It’s a really good experience and, as usual, we were all 
completely exhausted by the end of it.

Murray MacDonald
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2009-2019

FCC Camps are celebrating a decade of 
providing our young people with a summer 
week of Bible teaching, discussion, games, 
friendship and activity! Have a look back 
at some of these photos from the Camp 
archives!

Camp this year runs from Friday July 26th - 
Friday August 2nd, all at Badaguish lodges 
once more. Booking forms are available on 
the church website, or from your minister.



This month we come to our final study in the Book of Esther. I hope you have enjoyed working through it and have 
been amazed at the wonderful way in which we have seen God work throughout the events of the Book. Chapters 
nine and ten belong together and we will consider them now as we conclude this series. 

PURIM
In chapter nine we learn how God turned the day of Pur into a day of victory rather than a day of death as Haman 
had planned. Not only were the Jews able to defend themselves but Esther also asked for an extra day from the king 
in order to get rid of the rebels out of the capital city, Susa. Afterwards Mordecai appointed these two days to be 
an annual feast called ‘Purim’. This feast was not appointed by God and was not binding on the Jews as the other 
religious feasts were, but nevertheless they celebrate the Feast of Purim until this day. 

Whilst we are very thankful to God for the great deliverance in the days of Queen Esther, Christians do not celebrate 
Purim. We have a greater deliverance to remember and when the Apostle Paul tells us to keep a feast, he is referring 
to the Lord’s Supper. What the Lord Jesus Christ has achieved is far greater and more lasting than the deliverance of 
Esther and Mordecai. They delivered their people from physical danger, but Christ delivers his people from eternal 
death.

PROVIDENCE
“God is the invisible mover behind the deliverance of His people.” (K Jobes) Just as Satan was behind the plans of 
Haman, so God was behind their deliverance. Our Shorter Catechism reminds us that God is in control of all events, 
although he is often unseen. Many a person, like Haman, digs a hole for others and falls into it himself.

In the Book of Esther God uses unlikely and ordinary people to bring about his purposes and his purpose is to save 
his people and build his church. Again and again throughout this book we have seen the sovereignty of God. We 
have seen him bring about events which no mere man could ever have achieved. The Book of Ruth, like the Book 
of Esther, is also about a woman who saw God work sovereignly  and wonderfully in her life. Both of these women 
were wonderfully used by the Lord for the good of others and the Lord’s glory. 

The name Esther means ‘a star’ and that is what she was. Are you a star? Do you shine for the Lord? Would you like 
to shine for the Lord? Would you like to be used by the Lord as Esther was used? Well, if you repent and put your 
trust in him he will prove as strong and faithful in your life as he was in Esther’s. 

BIBLE FACT FILE

Purim and Providence
Esther 9-10
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people in the bible 
who saw an angel

Z_______________________ Luke 1: 11-12

S_______________________ Luke 2: 8-15

M______________________ Judges 13: 13

J_______________________ Genesis 28: 10-1

J_______________________ Revelation 20:v 1

L_______________________ Genesis 19:1

C_______________________ Acts 10:3  
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M______________________ Luke 1: 26-38

H_______________________ Genesis 16: 7-8

E_______________________ 1 Kings 19: 5

J_______________________ Matthew 2: 13

J_______________________ Luke 22:v 43

D_______________________ 1 Chron 21: 16 

B_______________________ Num 22: 31-35

Name: ...................................................................................

Age: ......................................................................................

Congregation: .......................................................................

Address: ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize - Lydia Buchanan  
Runners up: 
Lochgilphead - Emily Craig           Partick - Kenny MacKinnon           
Stornoway - Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig
Ness - Murray MacDonald, Owen MacDonald, 
Annie MacDonald, Alasdair Morrison
Shettleston - Hannah Keddie, Abigail Keddie 
Inverness - Lauren Cormack         Dores - Lois Brooks           
Kilmuir and Stenscholl - Rebecca MacKenzie, 
Archie MacKenzie, Seoras MacKenzie



DIFFICULT ROADS AND 
A VERY SPECIAL BOAT
The 2004 tsunami devastated parts of Sri Lanka, and 
around 30 thousand people lost their lives. We met 
people who lost most of their families and their homes 
in the tsunami. Many people had to start again from 
scratch. A lot of fishermen lost their boats and, as a 
result, their livelihoods. We met one man who lost his 
family, his house and his boat, so someone in Scotland 
donated the money to buy a boat which they called the 
‘Robert Murray McCheyne’!

In Vavuniya cows roam along the roads eating anything 
in their paths that’s edible (or not!) Cows are considered 
sacred to Hindus so there are a lot of them about. This 
also means that cows and buffalo are kings of the road – 
they’re not easy to move (car horns are put to very good 
use)!

In the picture below you can see Sandy Iain on traffic 
duty! He had to keep the cows out of the church grounds 
before the service.  

There are very few cars (they are extremely expensive) so 
many people use bicycles, motorbikes, scooters and tuk-
tuks – which are like 3 wheeled motorbikes with a cab.

Their roads are quite terrifying to people used to the 
roads round Kyle of Lochalsh! The town roads are very, 
very busy. Multiple cars will be overtaking at the same 
time and huge lorries force everything smaller to squeeze 
to the sides of the road. Nobody likes to leave any space 
between them and the car in front!  Some of these massive 
lorries had signs on them that said ‘MAY GOD BLESS YOU’. 
We said it’s like a benediction before they run over you! 
Many of them are very decorative and brightly coloured.

We are very grateful to Sandy Iain and Mina for their 
interesting articles on Sri Lanka. The Lord is working in 
that land and we need to be praying that the Holy Spirit 
would continue to work there and that Satan is kept 
from spoiling this good work.

Sandy Iain keeping the cows at bay

Visit to Sri Lanka (3)
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The ‘Robert Murray McCheyne’

A regular cause of traffic jams!


