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SKIPPER’S 
NEW SOFA

When you saw the title for this month’s article you 
probably thought ‘Oh, Skipper has a nice new sofa, just 
right for the winter!’. Well, not quite! Just recently we 
decided to decorate a couple of rooms. Skipper thought 
this was very exciting and generally ran around getting 
in the way of the man putting up the wallpaper and 
painting. Fortunately he didn’t manage to spill any paint 
or get any on himself although we can’t think why!

Once the rooms were done we decided it would be nice 
to get a new sofa and chair. Skipper was a bit concerned 
when they were delivered. He didn’t get in the way this 
time but hid away in the hall peeking round the door to 
see what was happening. He generally doesn’t like big 
things, especially boxes, and he’s not keen on people 
bringing them into the house. He does like the postman 
(but that may be because he brings him a biscuit)!   

Now, Skipper used to love lying full out on the old sofa 
which had a dog blanket on it for him and he particularly 
liked to lie on the back cushion and gaze out of the window 
which is one of his favourite pastimes. We decided that 
he was not going to be allowed to do this with the new 
sofa and chair, and he understands when you say NO in 
a loud voice, and knows that he is not allowed on the 
sofas in the other lounge, but he was a bit confused at 
not being allowed on this new sofa. After all, it sits in the 



Dear friends,
Do you have a Rubik’s Cube? I have a Rubik’s Cube but 
I am not very good at it. When I first got it, many years 
ago, I was quite enthusiastic but I was terribly slow 
and found it quite frustrating. I was amazed to hear 
today about a 16-year-old boy called George Scholey 
who is a champion Cuber. His fastest time completing 
a regular Cube is 4.9 seconds! In competitions he has 
managed a top time of 6.42 seconds! It takes me that 
long just to turn it over in my hands. 

When God first made man everything was perfect. Like 
a complete Rubik’s Cube everything was in the right 
place. Sin soon turned all of that upside down. Now, like 
a completely mixed up Cube, nothing is right. Sin broke 
our relationship with God: you remember how Adam 
and Eve hid from the presence of the Lord amongst the 
trees of the garden? It also spoiled our relationships with 
one another bringing in selfishness, pride and hatred. It 
turned this world into a dangerous, dark place. 

Since the Fall generation after generation has been 
trying to put things back to rights again but no matter 
how hard we try we can never manage unless we do 
it God’s way. Only by repenting of our sin and seeking 
God’s forgiveness and his power in our lives will things 
ever be as they should. Even the Christian has struggles 
and disappointments but they also have a promise 
that one day the Lord will perfect it all for them.

When I was young some people used to cheat with the 
Rubik’s Cube. They would peel off the coloured stickers 
and replace them in the right order. People would 
think they had solved the puzzle but they hadn’t really. 
We can pretend that all is right in our hearts and lives 
when deep down this isn’t true. The problem hasn’t 
really been solved. We need the Lord to come in his 
power into our souls and make us what we should be. 

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

same place as the old one and is just right for looking 
out the window! However, he understood we meant it 
when we wouldn’t allow him on it. For a week or two 
he would almost forget and then he would be just about 
to jump up when he would look at us and think – better 
not! He is still allowed on one of the old chairs and he 
can lie on the arm and gaze out of the window but I think 
he misses stretching out on the old sofa! Sometimes he 
looks at us with a bit of a sad face but we won’t give in, 
not yet anyway! 

Maybe Skipper is tempted at times to go back to his 
old ways and jump up on the new sofa, but he knows 
the rules about the new sofa and even if he doesn’t 
understand why things have changed in the sitting room, 
he obeys. Sometimes it is hard for us to understand the 
ways of God. We can’t understand why he lets some 
things happen. Why do circumstances change? Why do 
some people become ill and why do so many bad things 
happen? At times like that Satan will try and tell us that 
the Lord is not good and kind. He will suggest to us that 
we should rebel against the Lord. However the Bible 
assures us that there is a good reason for everything, 
and that even hard changes in our lives are under God’s 
control. In fact the Bible goes even further than that: it 
tells us that if we are trusting in the Lord everything is 
working together for our good. There are times when 
that seems to be absolutely impossible, but it is at times 
like that, when we can’t understand what he is doing 
or why he is doing it, that we need to trust in God’s 
goodness and care.
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A DOOR THAT LEADS 
TO A BETTER PLACE

This story was written by eight year old Grace 
Webster who attends Newcastle Christian 
School.

“Oh no! Look what you’ve done!” smirked 
Gaius.

“But you pushed me, Gaius,” sobbed Lucas as 
he tried to pick up the pieces. The temple vase 
lay shattered on the floor.

“You were a baby when you first came here and 
you will always be a baby”.

After a long day of whipping, scolding and 
arguing with Gaius, Lucas went to his small 
dirty rug in the corner. Often he would be so 
tired he would be half asleep before his head 
touched the floor.

Tonight was different. For some unknown 
reason the sleep didn’t come. Perhaps it was 
the pain from the whipping which kept Lucas 
awake. He got up and went to the temple door 
which slowly creaked open. He peered into the 
dark night and for some reason, unknown to 

Gaius didn’t notice the priest 
coming up to him and when 
Lucas told him that Gaius 
had shoved him, the priest 
only said, “You will both get 
whipped”.

Lucas was a nine year old boy 
with a mop of dark brown 
hair, hazel eyes, brown skin 
and a mind full of ideas. 
Gaius was a mean twelve 
year old boy full of bitterness 
and anger. The two of them 
were forced to work together 
in the temple.

Lucas was a slave left by his 
parents at the temple when he 
was a baby. He longed for the 
family he had never known 
and for kindness and care. 
Sometimes at night he would 
pray to the temple idols but 
nothing ever changed.
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himself, he wandered outside. The streets were 
dark and empty. 

Lucas wandered through the quiet streets and 
soon found himself in an area of the city which 
he did not know very well. Feeling a little afraid 
he thought he should try and get back to the 
temple. 

Sheltering in a doorway he heard some faint 
singing. The door was slightly open and he 
wriggled through to see what was inside. He 
followed the sound of singing down a dark 
corridor and eventually found himself in a small 
room which was almost filled with people. 

Lucas stood next to a girl about the same age as 
himself. She told him that her name was Amelia. 
He asked her why the people were here in this 
room. Amelia smiled and said, “We are here to 
worship God”. We have just sung a psalm and 

now my father will preach”. Lucas listened to 
the words. He had never heard anything like 
it before. Amelia’s father was speaking about 
a God of love who had sent his Son into this 
world to save sinners. This was not like the 
temple idols. 

“Can I meet your parents, please?” he asked. 
Amelia introduced him to her parents, Jovian 
and Julia. Lucas told them about his sad life and 
they all felt very sorry for the poor little boy 
who had wandered into their church service.

Amelia said, “You can come back here whenever 
you have a chance.” I would like that, thought 
Lucas. He wanted to hear more about this God 
that Jovian had spoken about.

He hurried back to the 
temple. He would be in 
trouble if they discovered 
he had wandered away. He 
made it back safely but he 
didn’t know someone had 
seen him go.

Gaius had watched as he 
left the temple and he was 
determined to tell the priests. 
Gaius chuckled to himself 
and said, “It looks as though 
I have a chance to get him 
into big trouble: serves him 
right for telling them I was 
also to blame for breaking 
the vase”. 

What will happen to Lucas? 
Will he go back to Amelia’s 
church? We shall have to 
wait until next month to find 
out.
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In our study last month we saw the wicked plans of Haman to kill the Jews. Would the Lord step in to help them? 
What would he do and who would he use?

ESTHER HEARS THE BAD NEWS (4:1-9)
When Mordecai heard of the King’s decree he tore his clothes, wore sackcloth and put ashes on his head. This sounds 
very strange to us but in those days it was a way of showing that you were very sorrowful. Nowadays people express 
sorrow in different ways. For example, people will often wear black clothes when someone close to them has died. 

A friend of Esther told her why Mordecai was so sad. We can only imagine how horrified she would have been to 
hear of Haman’s plans and her husband’s part in all of these things. Uncle Mordecai also sent a message to Esther 
asking her to go to the king and ask him to change his mind about killing the Jews. 

FACING A TERRIBLE DIFFICULTY (4:10-17)
Perhaps Mordecai’s request sounds quite easy to us but we have to remember that it was not that easy for Esther 
to do as her uncle requested. In those days no-one was allowed to see the king unless he invited them; not even the 
queen! Esther had not seen the king for thirty days and for her to come in uninvited meant death unless the king 
held out his golden sceptre to her as a sign of pardon and welcome.

In similar circumstances some people might be tempted to do nothing. However Mordecai reminded Esther that as 
a Jewess herself she would also die in the intended massacre. He also told her that if she did not help, God himself 
would help his people in another way. Mordecai encouraged Esther to approach the king as he suggested, telling her 
that he believed God had made her queen for this very reason! Of all the Jewish people in the kingdom she was in 
the best position to help her people and protect God’s kingdom. There were risks but Mordecai encouraged her to 
trust the Lord and have faith in God’s plans. Esther realised that everything had been leading up to this point and 
that this was why God had arranged for her to become the new queen.

Esther trusted in God as the only hope for herself and others, but before she did anything she asked for prayer (v16). 
Instead of hiding her beliefs she is now going to be identified as someone who prays to the one true and living God. 
Like Paul in Acts 21 she is ready to die serving the Lord. Like Moses she is ready to bear reproach for Christ. Some 
people will say that they belong to Christ but they will only talk about it. When it comes to standing apart from the 
world and its ways they are not willing to pay the cost that would come with such a stand. They continue to follow 
worldly standards and blend into the crowd. What about yourself? Are you more interested in hiding in the crowd 
than you are in standing out on the side of the Lord? 

God brought about these events which meant that Esther could no longer hide herself away. As events move on we 
begin to realise that she possessed not only beauty but also a good character and a heart committed to doing right 
whatever it might cost. She did not follow the ‘line of least resistance’ but stood up and did what she could for God’s 
name and God’s people. God used her for his own glory. Could he use you? Would you like him to use you or would 
you rather stay hidden in the crowd? Next month, God willing, we shall see how Esther gets on, but perhaps one 
last question before we finish: have you been brought to pray like Esther, realising that your life depends upon it?

BIBLE FACT FILE

An Opportunity 
to Change Events
Esther 4



God’s Name in the Psalms
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Name: ...................................................................................

Age: ......................................................................................

Congregation: .......................................................................

Address: ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize - John MacDonald

Runners up   
Partick - Kenny MacKinnon
Stornoway - Susanne MacDonald, Lydia MacDonald, George 
MacDonald, Peter MacDonald, Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig

Finish off these verses from 
the Metrical Psalms with a 
name or title for God:

Give ear unto my words, 
_____________ my meditation weigh. 
Psalm  5 v 1 

The _______________ my 
____________; I’ll not want. He 
makes me down to lie.  
Psalm 23 v 1

Thee will I love, _______________ 
my strength. My _____________ is 
the Lord, My ___________ and he 
that doth to me deliverance afford: 
______________ my strength, whom I 
will trust,  a __________ unto me, The 
______________ of my salvation and 
my __________________, is he.   
Psalm 18 v 1-2

The words which from my mouth 
proceed, the thoughts sent from my 
heart,  Accept, ____________ for thou 
my strength and my ______________ art.
Psalm 19 v 14

God hath it spoken once to me,  yea, 
this I heard again,  That power to 
_______________ __________ alone 
doth appertain.  
Psalm 62 v 11 

Yet, notwithstanding, I have him to 
be my ____________ appointed; and 
over Sion, my holy hill, I have him 
____________ anointed.
Psalm 2 v 6 

For God is our defence; and he to us 
doth safety bring: The _______ _______ 
of Israel is our _____________________ 
______________ 
Psalm 89 v 18

Because the ________________ 
a _______________ is unto the 
fatherless; God is the widow’s judge, 
within his place of holiness.  
Psalm 68 v 5



Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

Hello! Let me introduce myself. My name is 
Cedric and I am a monkey. A sock monkey 
to be precise! My creator thought I would 
look better as a monkey rather than a pair of 
stripy socks! Perhaps you disagree, but that 
is neither here nor there I suppose! If you 
enjoy wearing bright socks then that is quite 
all right with me!

Now, if you take a closer look at me, you can see what 
I once was – my head used to be a toe and my mouth 
a heel (sounds rather odd, doesn’t it?). My hands and 
feet were once ankle bands and finally I had two black 
buttons sewn on for eyes and some final touches of 
embroidery for expression. As you can see, I didn’t just 
appear out of nowhere – I was designed and created for 
a purpose, just like you! The difference being that your 
maker is far greater than mine – his creation testifies to 
this and you are a part of it! Isn’t that incredible? Proof 
of this is in the Bible, where it says in Ephesians 2:10: 
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.”

We are his “workmanship”. This is described in the 
English dictionary as ‘the degree of skill by which a 
product is made’. God used His ‘degree of skill’ to make 
your brain the most complex and orderly arrangement 
of matter in the universe! More advanced than any 
computer. No wonder the Psalmist wrote “I will praise 
thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made”. (Psalm 
139:14). The material I am made from is a mixture 
of cotton and elastane. The Bible teaches in Genesis 
that man was created from ‘the dust of the ground’; in 

other words, raw materials containing chemicals which 
did not accidentally come together, but were formed 
together to become man, the greatest of all creations, 
and made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). This is 
important for us to remember when we feel, or perhaps 
are made to feel, insignificant.

Did I mention that my designer gave me buttons for 
eyes? A good choice, don’t you think? But again, yours 
are far more amazing than mine, as they are composed 
of 3 layers, so complex it takes up to half your brain 
to control them! Wow! It seems you have been well 
thought out. Finally, I was given a name. Cedric, because 
it flows well with sock. As simple as that. I dare say your 
parents put more thought into naming you – perhaps 
after a relation or a friend? Either way, Isaiah has some 
important words for us; “But now thus saith the LORD 
that created thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou 
art mine.”.  

So please, remember whose you are and whom you 
serve – an amazing creator God, and I shall look forward 
to sharing my stories with you in future!

Cedric

THE 
STORY 
OF 
CEDRIC


