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SKIPPER AND 
HIS FOOD ALLERGY

As you know poor Skipper has not been very well this 
year. He has been back and forward to the vet since 
the summer time. Since I last told you about him, I’m 
glad to say that the nasty infection he had got better. 
However he was still scratching himself and didn’t 
seem very happy so we took him back to the vet a week 
ago to see if we could find out exactly what was wrong 
with him. 

Well, as you know, vets are very clever people. Our 
nice vet examined Skipper and then he began to ask us 
questions. We told him that we had changed Skipper’s 
normal food for another one. We had changed because 
everyone recommended this new type of food as being 
the best thing for dogs. The vet was very interested in 
this information and asked more questions. He then told 
us that he suspected that Skipper was allergic to this new 
type of food. To test this out he told us to change back to 
the old food and see if that helped Skipper. Well, guess 
what? The vet was right! Skipper was allergic to the new 
food. Some of you also have allergies and some things 
make you itchy and even very sick so you will know exactly 
how Skipper felt. You’ll be glad to hear that Skipper just 
keeps getting better and better. He’s full of energy and 
much happier. Such a simple thing as a change of diet 
and poor Skipper became quite unwell. He probably 
knew this new food wasn’t doing him any good because 
he didn’t like it much and had to be persuaded to eat it. 
We thought we were doing the right thing because we 
want him to be healthy and happy and we were actually 
making him ill.  

It made us think of the way in which advice can, 
sometimes, be bad advice. Other people found the new 
type of food suitable for their dogs but it didn’t work for 
Skipper. Do you remember King Solomon? He asked the 
Lord for wisdom and God gave him great wisdom and 
Israel became a strong powerful nation. When Solomon 
died Rehoboam his son became king. Rehoboam asked 
for advice and the old men who had helped his father told 



Dear friends,
Last week I visited Wales for the very first time. Within 
a few minutes of arriving I saw a dragon! Not a real 
one of course: but a dragon on a flag! The red dragon 
has been associated with Wales for many hundreds of 
years though the exact reason for this has probably 
been lost in history. Like many of these ancient symbols 
it is likely that it had to do with kings and battles and 
fierce enemies. Many other countries also have tales 
of dragons, often being defeated by brave knights who 
rescue princesses from the clutches of the beast.

Did you know that the word dragon is found in the 
Bible? In Revelation chapter 12 we read about a 
fearsome red dragon with seven heads and ten horns. 
Unlike the old myths this dragon is for real. It is a picture 
of Satan, fierce and terrible. In that chapter we see 
him attacking the Lord Jesus Christ and all who belong 
to Christ. He hates them all with a terrible hatred and 
wishes to totally destroy them. What a mercy that he 
has been defeated by Christ. Satan’s power and plans 
have been broken and at the end of the world he will 
be locked forever in the pit of hell. Never again will he 
be able to attack or trouble the Lord’s people. 

Now, when Satan comes to tempt us to sin he doesn’t 
appear as a dragon, does he? Of course not! If he 
did we would run away and not listen to a word he 
said. Cleverly he disguises himself. He appears as our 
friend with good advice and clever suggestions. You 
remember that this was how he appeared to Eve and 
we know what happened when she listened to him. 
However, we should remember that although he 
appears to be harmless and even friendly he is really 
a dragon who wants to do us everlasting harm. We 
should resist him and flee from him as though he were 
a fire-breathing dragon. We all need a Saviour who 
can rescue from sin and Satan, and Christ is the great 
Saviour to whom we must all go for redemption. He is 
the one who has defeated the red dragon.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

him what they thought he should do. Sadly, Rehoboam 
did not listen to them but did, instead, what his young 
friends suggested. This proved to be very bad advice and 
as a result the Kingdom of Israel was broken into two 
parts. The nation which had been so strong and stable 
ended up weak and divided. The advice which sounded 
good had turned out to be bad.

We will meet many people in this world who will want to 
give us advice. Some of what they say will be good but 
some might prove to be very bad indeed. We know that 
Satan, too, is always ready to make suggestions to us. 
Often they sound like good ideas but we need to be very 
careful what we listen to. We need to pray to the Lord that 
he will turn us away from what is bad and listen, instead, to 
the Lord as he speaks to us through his Word. Rehoboam 
followed bad advice and it led to trouble and sorrow. Let’s 
learn from him and listen instead to the voice of God. In 
Psalm 119 we read these words “Teach me, O Lord, the 
way of thy statutes;....Give me understanding,.........Make 
me to go in the path of thy commandments...” (vv 33-35) 
Now that IS good advice!

3 November 2018
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Youth Conference September 2018
On the 1st of September, in Dores Free Church 
(Continuing), a group of young people gathered 
to hear two interesting talks on the subject of 
‘Resisting Temptation’. The talks were given by Rev. 
Greg MacDonald and gave a clear message – ‘Resist 
temptation and it shall flee from you’. 

After we arrived we were given some time to chat and 
have a snack. We then had the first talk. After reading 
James 1:1-17 we thought about Noticing and Avoiding 
Temptation. We found out where it came from, how to 
recognise it and how to avoid it. For example, to avoid 
temptation it might be wise to stay away from certain 
groups of people or places. Then we broke up into groups 
and answered a few questions before having a delicious 
lunch and going for a walk by Loch Ness. Sadly, no-one 
spotted the elusive monster but we did enjoy finding a 
beautiful dragonfly instead.  

In the second talk we read Ephesians 6:10-24 before 
thinking about Resistance and Victory in Temptation. 
Both were very interesting, and got people thinking. We 
learned that we need a new heart and a changed nature 
if we want to resist temptation. A desire to please Jesus 
is a great help to resist temptation. One of the points of 
the talk (and later for discussion in our groups) was how 
we could use the Ten Commandments to help us resist 
temptation in every area of our life.

The Youth Conference is helpful for young people 
because it gives them reassurance and an opportunity 
to communicate with others their own age, especially 
on relevant spiritual matters (as well as a few good 
snacks!). I hope that the next one will be an even 
greater success!

Heidi MacLeod

The attendees gather for the annual conference
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The group enjoys a walk along the Loch Ness shoreline

Rev. MacDonald during one of two talks he gave

Youth Conference September 2018

Taking a well earned break

The only ‘Loch Ness Monster’ spotted
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In our study last month chapter two finished on a positive note. Mordecai had saved the King’s life and all was going 
well. In chapter three, however, a problem began to develop.

HAMAN IS OFFENDED (3:1-7)
The king appointed a wealthy man called Haman, the Agagite, to be his new Prime Minister. Haman was a descendant 
of the Amalekites who were old enemies of the Jews. You can read about them in Exodus 17 and Deuteronomy 25. 
Haman thought he was very important and he liked people to bow to him. He noticed that Esther’s uncle Mordecai 
never bowed to him. This was because of what the Amalekites had done to the Jews many years before. Surely we 
should forgive and forget? Yes, if the other person repents of their sin, but the Amalekites never repented and God 
himself had said that the Jews were not to forget what had happened. Perhaps Mordecai also refused to bow to Haman 
because he did not want to make the other man any prouder than he already was. In any case Haman was full of rage.

Haman was so angry that he decided he would have Mordecai put to death. In fact, he quickly decided that the 
death of Mordecai was not enough. He would not rest until he had every Jew in Babylon killed! As we read the 
chapter we begin to realise that Haman was a superstitious man, a gambler, and he “rolled the dice” to see when 
would be the best time to put his plan into action. Some people are very superstitious and their lives are ruled by 
these strange and ungodly ideas. The Bible warns us against this sort of thing. Others, probably like Haman, become 
very addicted to gambling and we should avoid that too as it will only end up hurting us and our families. 

HAMAN PLANS REVENGE (3:8-15)
Instead of being honest and giving his true reason for hating the Jews Haman twisted the facts in order to make 
the king think that the Jews were a threat to the king himself! He said that the Jews were different from other 
people and were “not for the king’s profit” (v8). The king, after a disastrous expedition to Greece, needed money 
and Haman convinced him that the Jews were losing him money. Haman, on the other hand, offered the king a lot 
of money if he would be allowed to kill the Jews. Foolishly the king agreed, because of greed. We should always be 
careful that we don’t allow our greed to lead us into doing what is wrong. It is one of Satan’s favourite ways to lead 
us to sin. We should always do what is right even if it costs us.

As soon as Haman had the king’s agreement he lost no time in using the king’s authority to send letters to all parts 
of the country, commanding the people to kill the Jews in the twelfth month of the year. The dice had come up with 
“Pur”: two sixes. In God’s providence that meant that there were still eleven months to go which meant that the 
Jews had some time to prepare for the trouble which was coming. God used this man’s silly superstition in order to 
bring his own plans along. The people of the city of Shushan, where the King’s palace was, were shocked at this plan 
but no-one spoke against it. They feared the king more than they feared God.

Haman was putting the blame on the king for something he wanted done for himself. We must learn to accept the 
responsibility for our own actions. There is always a choice and we are responsible for these choices. God either 
approves or disapproves of our choices and we should always remember that as we make our decisions. Some of 
these choices will affect our future and some (like Haman’s) will even affect our death! Many years before, Moses 
had said to the people “I have set before you life and death: choose life”. As Haman would discover, to his cost, our 
choices can have eternal consequences for us. Where does Esther fit into all this? Well, in the next article we shall 
begin to find the answer to that question.

BIBLE FACT FILE

An Enemy Gets Power
Esther 3



Psalm 119

7 November 2018

Psalm 119 is all about this and it mentions     
it several times in every section

___________________________________________________________

How many verses are in each section? ______________________

How many sections are there? ______________________________

In  verse 8 it speaks about “Statutes” -    
what does that mean? 

___________________________________________________________

Which animal is mentioned in this psalm?

___________________________________________________________

What does the psalmist hate in verse 163?

___________________________________________________________

What does the psalmist love in verse 163?

___________________________________________________________

How many times does this psalm mention a name for God? 

___________________________________________________________

Read the whole psalm and pick a favourite    
verse and write it out below.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Name: ...................................................................................

Age: ......................................................................................

Congregation: .......................................................................

Address: ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize - Jacob Richards

Runners up   
Partick - Kenny Mackinnon
Shettleston - Abigail Keddie, Hannah Keddie 
Dores - Ewen Hutton   Stornoway - Thomas Craig, Sarah Craig

Psalm 119 is the longest of all the Psalms. 
In fact it is the longest chapter in the whole 
Bible. Let’s test your knowledge of this Psalm!
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Tarbat Picnic 2018 
Tarbat congregation held their annual picnic at Ardross on 
26th May 2018. Some friends from the Tarbat area and 
from Dores joined with us, and as you can see from these 
pictures an enjoyable  day was had by all!


