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Skipper’s 
Tales

WHEN SKIPPER 
MISSED SOMEONE

A very interesting thing happened recently when 
Skipper was out for his walk with us. For several 
days we had a lot of snow and then that was 
followed by some rain. This meant that the ground 
wasn’t very nice to walk on. I had forgotten this 
when I put on my trainers to go for our walk. When 
we reached the gate to the field that leads into the 
woods I realised that my feet were going to get very 
wet and that it would be a thoroughly unpleasant 
experience to walk through the field. I said to dad 
to just take Skipper and I would walk up the road 
and meet them on the way back.

Well, Skipper went off ahead as usual and seemed quite 
happy so I carefully closed the gate and wandered up the 
road. Soon Skipper and dad were out of sight and I thought 
they had gone up to the woods. I wasn’t feeling like a long 
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Skipper’s 
Tales

Dear friends,
Today I went up in a gondola. Do you know what a 
gondola is? If you have ever been to Venice you will 
know that is the name for the special boats which 
sail on their canals. No, I’m not in Venice! I’m still in 
Scotland. So what was I doing in a gondola? Well, I 
was in a mountain gondola, which is a little like a ski 
lift and carries you up to the upper parts of the hills. I 
was with some people who were skiing and we were 
high up on Aonach Mor one of the ski areas in the 
Highlands. 

As I was up there two things occurred to me. From 
high up in the hills you can see all around. You can see 
towns and villages, the roads and rivers. It’s what we 
call a ‘bird’s-eye view’. You can see the way the roads 
and villages link together. You can follow, with your 
eye, the way in which the river goes from its beginning 
as a mountain stream all the way to the bottom of 
the hills where it has become broad and deep. These 
things are not so clear when you are down on ground 
level as they are from up above. And, you know, in 
just the same way, we can’t always see how things fit 
together in life either. However, the Lord can. He can 
see it all spread across time and even eternity itself. 
We often worry about things but if we leave our cares 
in the Lord’s hands he promises to work it together for 
good. He sees things as we don’t and can’t.

From high up on the mountain even the town of Fort 
William looked very small. There’s a lesson there 
too. Perhaps, at times, we think the things of God 
and eternity are very small and far off. We should 
remember that they are actually very big indeed. There 
is nothing in life more important than the safety of our 
souls and having obtained peace with God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

walk so I decided to turn back after about ten minutes 
and head back to put the kettle on for a cup of tea. When 
I reached within sight of the field gate, there was Skipper 
running towards me and he came straight up to the fence 
and walked along his side of the fence until we met at the 
gate. By this time I could see dad coming over the hill.  

I was very sur¬prised that they hadn’t gone into the woods 
but then it was explained to me. After a while of run¬ning 
around mad (like he does) and sniffing every interesting 
corner of the field Skipper suddenly realised I wasn’t there. 
He looked back and dad told him it was okay just to follow 
him but no, he stopped and would not move on at all. 

As you know, dogs have very keen hearing and sense of 
smell so he must have heard me or sensed me coming 
back down the road because he shot off even although dad 
called him back and raced to the edge of the fence to meet 
me. Now, we could say, Skipper was being disobedient 
when he was called back but he wasn’t thinking of being 
naughty or disobedient; he just knew something wasn’t 
right and he was worried. As soon as he sensed where I 
was, he came running to find me. He knew things weren’t 
normal. He didn’t know why but it worried him until we 
were all together again and then his tail wagged and we 
met at the gate and walked home very happily.  

He knew my presence and my voice and he wasn’t happy 
until he was back with me. Even though someone else 
was with him, he felt a need to be with me and to make 
sure everything in his world was fine again. Aren’t we 
sometimes like that: we are not happy until every¬thing is 
normal? Even when we have had a holiday or a good time 

celebrating, it is always best when we are back 
home with those we love and everything is as 
it should be. We are happy, just as Skipper 
was when we were all together. I wonder 
if you feel like that about the Lord? Do you 
miss his company when you feel he is absent? 
Do you care whether he is with you or not? 
Perhaps you are quite happy to go on in life 
without one thought as to whether he is 
beside you. In the book of Proverbs the Lord 
is described as “a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother”. We need that friend and his 
caring company in all of our lives.



BEATRIX THE COVENANTER
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I wonder if you have ever heard of the Covenanters? 
Maybe you read about them in a history book 
or heard a minister speak about them. You will 
remember that they struggled for religious freedom 
and for the name and kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Above everything else they wanted to 
defend and advance the name and the glory of 
Christ. They could accept nothing, in either the 
state or the church, that took away from his honour 
and glory. Many books have been written about the 
Covenanters and monuments and memorials were 
erected and are still standing to their memory.

Perhaps, when we think of the Covenanters we often 
imagine groups of older people but did you know that 
there were children involved in this too? Many of the 
Covenanters were family groups with husbands, wives 
and children. But beside that we read of groups of children 
themselves gathering together as Covenanters. One of 
these youngsters was called Beatrix Umpherston.

Beatrix lived outside Edinburgh in the small village of 
Pentland over three hundred years ago. We know that she 
was born about the year 1673. We do not have a great 
deal of information about her family, but clearly Beatrix 
had come to love the Lord. Sadly there appeared to be 
nowhere for a Protestant like her to worship in Pentland; 
at least nowhere that true worship was practised. With 
all her heart, she longed to be able to worship the Lord, 
not in the corrupt way in which the government insisted 
but according to his own Word. She had young friends 
who felt the same way and they got together in 1683 and 
signed a covenant of their own which became known 
as the Children’s Bond. In this covenant, Beatrix and her 
friends promised to be faithful to God and worship him in 
a way which they knew would please him. She would only 
have been about ten years old at the time!

In 1806 her story was mentioned in a book called A 
Collection of Dying Testimonies which describes what 
happened in Pentland as, “A covenant transaction with 

the Lord, by a society of young children who met together 
in a meeting at Pentland town, in the time of persecution, 
when there was no faithful minister in Scotland, anno 
1683, ere that great burning and shining light, Mr James 
Renwick, came an ordained minister from Holland.”   

What they did was exceptionally brave. At that time people 
were being beaten, thrown into prison and even killed 
if they supported the Covenanters. It was not safe to go 
against the demands of the state but Beatrix was prepared 
to face all these dangers, no doubt trusting in the Lord’s 
power to keep her and her friends safe. I wonder what you 
and I might have done had we lived then? Perhaps it is easy 
for us to imagine that we would also have been very brave. 
We might even imagine ourselves as part of that group of 
friends who, along with Beatrix, signed the bond, running 
from the authorities and worshipping with the Lord’s 
people on the open moors and other secret locations.

However, when we waken up from our bold daydreams we 
are confronted with our own tests of loyalty to the Lord 
every day of our lives. We don’t live in covenanting days 
and we don’t need to sign a bond like Beatrix but we do 
live in a time when it is difficult to stand up for the Lord. Do 
we love the Lord as Beatrix did? Are we prepared to stand 
up and say so even if it costs us friends and popularity and 
brings us trouble? It is very easy for us to make excuses 
and we can hide behind these excuses. How much easier 
would it have been for young Beatrix? She could easily 
have said that signing covenants was too dangerous and 
was best left to grown-ups, but she didn’t take the easy 
route out of the difficulty and neither should we.

So what did happen to Beatrix? Did her enemies manage 
to capture her? Did she grow tired of these covenanter 
ideas as she grew up?  Well, she survived the frightening 
covenanter times and it seems that with the passage of 
time she became only more committed to these truths 
she loved and defended as a child. When she grew up she 
married a minister. She lived, actually, to a ripe old age, 
dying when she was about ninety years of age. You can 
still visit her grave in the old churchyard in Pentland.
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HAVE YOU EVER SEEN 
A HIPPOPOTOMACRIT?

Dad, what is a Hippopotamacrit? 

A what? 

You were reading about Jesus speaking to the 
Hippopotamacrits.  

You mean the hypocrites! A hypocrite is someone who 
tells you to do one thing, but doesn’t do it themselves. 
Jesus was angry with these men because they pretended 
to keep God’s law perfectly, and were cruel and 
unforgiving to everyone else; for failing to be as good as 
they were only pretending to be. 

I see; they must have been very bad. 
I’ve another question, Dad; do you think that we should 
have a new rule for family worship? So if maybe, say 
Allan, doesn’t pay attention and gets distracted, well, 
then you punish him. 

Now, Anne, let’s think about that for a moment. 
Do you really want me to always punish all the children 
who don’t pay attention in worship? I don’t think it’s 
only your little brother Allan that would be caught out 
from time to time. 

Hmm, I think I see what you mean.
Dad, is that a bit like me being a Hippopotamacrit? 

Yes, Anne, it is a lot like you being a Hippopotamacrit. 
We all need to be kind and patient with each other, 
and remember that we’re not really better than anyone 
else. You need to show a good example to your wee 
brother. We might each be different in some ways, but 
we’re certainly not better. Sadly there is a bit of the 
Hippopotamacrit in us all. We all need to be patient, and 
we all need to be forgiven. And the good news is that 
the Bible says even Hippopotamacrits will be forgiven, if 
they confess before God that they too are sinners.



The Explorer 6

You will remember that in last month’s article Paul was given an opportunity to speak to Festus, Agrippa and Bernice. 
In this chapter we hear what he had to say.

PAUL’S CONVERSION SET HIM FREE (vv 1 - 18)
Paul began his speech in his defence. He explained that he had been brought up to be very religious (vv 4-5). However, 
he did not, at that point, know or believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. That had changed when he was converted. He 
explained that he was being condemned by his own people, the Jews, for believing in the resurrection of Christ from 
the dead. This, despite the fact that their own Old Testament had promised that resurrection (vv 6-8).

Paul told them that he pitied the Jews because before his own conversion he had also oppressed Christians who 
believed that Jesus had risen from the dead (vv 9-11). However, as he had been travelling to Damascus, to arrest 
more Christians, Christ had appeared to him and said “I am” - this was the name of Jehovah and Paul recognised this 
and he too came to believe in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead (vv 12-15).

Christ had work for Paul to do: he would be an ambassador for King Jesus, a witness for him, to the Gentiles in 
particular. Christ would send not only his Word with Paul but also his power: to open the eyes of the blind; set the 
prisoners free from Satan’s powers; forgive them; sanctify them and bring them to inherit glory (vv 16-18). 

Paul was speaking as an ambassador but an ambassador in chains. But he was the only person there who was free! 
Before he had been converted he was chained in sin and unbelief (v9) but now he was free in Christ. His judges and 
accusers seemed free but were actually bound, held in sin, kept from following Christ, as Paul was now free to do.

PAUL IS ACCUSED OF BEING MAD (vv 19 - 32)
Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem for spreading the truth, the one Gospel for young and old, as he says in verse 
22. He had only shown by his preaching that Christ had fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies, including the promise 
of resurrection. 

At this point Festus interrupted him and said he was mad to believe this (v24). The Romans had no understanding of 
resurrection. But Paul appealed to King Agrippa, who was a Jew and knew the Old Testament. Agrippa did not deny 
the prophecies but he seemed to resent Paul’s attempt to convince him that Christianity was the only true religion 
(vv 26-28).

After Paul’s speech the judges were agreed that Paul should be set free, but having appealed to Caesar he must now 
be brought to Rome (vv 30-32). But who was mad? Paul for believing God, Festus for not believing him or Agrippa 
for rejecting the evidence of the Scriptures? The ‘foolish’ are those who do not believe the Truth (Galatians 3:1). It is 
those who come to Christ’s feet to worship and adore him who are “in their right mind” (Mark 5:15).

BIBLE FACT FILE

The Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 26
Chains and Madness



Can you think of people in the Bible 
who broke these Commandments?
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Age: ................................................................
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................................................................................................
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Thou shalt 
not kill

_____________

_____________

Thou shalt  not 
commit adultery

_____________

_____________

Thou shalt not bear 
false witness

_____________

_____________

Thou shalt not take 
the name of the 
LORD thy God 

in vain

___________

___________

Thou shalt 
not steal

_____________

_____________

Honour thy father 
and thy mother

_____________

_____________

Thou shalt 
not covet 

_____________

_____________

Remember the 
sabbath day to 

keep it holy

_____________

_____________

Thou shalt have 
no other gods 

before me

_____________

_____________

Thou shalt not 
make unto thee 

any graven image

_____________

_____________

Who broke none of these commandments?
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NESS OUTING

On the 27th of May, the Ness congregation and some visitors made their way towards Dalmore beach on the Westside 
of Lewis. The Mums and Dads travelled in a queue of cars behind the bus where many of the children were having 
a wonderful time with friends.  When we arrived a mist had rolled in across the Atlantic and following that, a light 
drizzle. Although it was a little cold, the children happily made sand castles, played football while the ladies watched 
and chatted and the men prepared the food.
 
The barbecue and women’s baking was much enjoyed and appreciated but we had to pack up early and head for 
Shawbost school because of the rain. Once there, we had the children’s, men’s and women’s races, football games 
and pudding before all gathering together to thank the Lord by singing and praying, for a wonderful congregational 
outing.  The journey home was a cheerful one and we are all looking forward to the next outing!


