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SKIPPER GOES 
BACK TO THE VET!

I hope you have all had a good summer. Poor Skipper has 
not had a very happy summer up till now. I am sure you 
remember that some months ago we had to take him to 
the vet and he had an infection. Well, we thought the 
medicine had worked but sometimes medicine seems to 
work for a while but if it is the wrong one it can just make 
things worse in the long term and that is what happened 
to Skipper. He was still feeling very miserable and didn’t 
want to play outside very much. Even his favourite meals 
didn’t get him very excited. It’s not good being sick at 
holiday time when the weather is nice, is it?

You have to be patient with medicines and so we waited 
for a while, hoping every day that he would be better 
but after a few more days we knew that we had to do 
something about it. We would have to go back to the vet. 
So the next day Skipper got back into the car but even 
the thought of a trip in the car didn’t feel much like fun 
for poor Skipper that day. I’m not sure what he thought 
when we stopped at the vet’s place. He probably thought 
to himself “Oh no, not again!”. 

You will be glad to know that this time the medicine did 
work and he is back to his old self again, racing madly 
round the garden, chasing his ball and generally having a 
good time. He loves to just lie about in the warm sunshine 
and do absolutely nothing when it is very warm, just like 
most of us I suspect! 

Skipper being unwell made me think of how sin can affect 
our lives. We hear the minister preaching about sin and 
we know that there are things in our lives that are not 
right. We decide that we are going to have to try harder 
not to sin. Maybe it works for a few days but then we just 
fall back into the same old sins again. At other times we 
do really wrong things and we are ashamed. We try extra-



Dear friends,
Do you know what a stag is? A stag is a male deer. 
They are easily recognised with their big horns which 
are called antlers. Because there are many deer on 
the West coast of Scotland we often see stags. This 
morning I saw a picture of a stag which had been 
taken on the Island of South Uist. The poor animal 
had got plastic twine caught in its horns. It probably 
picked it up whilst it was eating and has no way of 
getting rid of it. The twine was long and has formed 
a ‘ball of plastic’ above its head. The twine is also 
around its mouth and nose and down its neck. The 
stag will find it annoying and unless it is removed it 
will become dangerous as the neck of a stag swells in 
the autumn. Sadly it could cause its death.

Isn’t this just like sin? It wraps itself around us and 
unless it is broken and taken away it will lead to 
eternal death. In Hebrews chapter 12 it speaks of the 
sin which “doth so easily beset us” (verse 1). Sin is very 
powerful. It wraps itself around us and the more the 
years pass the tighter its hold becomes. We think we 
can control sin but the truth is that it controls us. The 
stag has probably tried to remove the twine but the 
more the stag tries to remove the twine the worse it 
becomes as it wraps itself round and around. In the 
same way we can try and deal with sin ourselves but 
we will only make it worse. Like the stag we need 
someone stronger than ourselves to come and release 
us. This is what the Lord does in the lives of his people. 
He sets them free from the power, the stranglehold 
of sin. They are then free to follow the Lord and serve 
him. Jesus said to the people of his own day, “If the 
son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed” (John 8:36). Do you want to be set free? Have 
you asked him to set you free? Has he set you free?

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor
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Skipper’s 
Tales

hard to put it right by ourselves and that never works 
either. We can try to change the way we behave and the 
way we think but we are trying to heal our hearts with the 
‘wrong medicine’. We don’t begin by repenting, admitting 
our sin and saying sorry first of all to God. Or perhaps, we 
say sorry but we don’t really mean it and we don’t change 
our behaviour. We haven’t applied the right ‘medicine’. 
The Bible tells us that if we confess our sin God is faithful 
and just to forgive us but we also have to repent. God 
forgives us and God changes us and by God’s help the 
Christian will try not to do the same things again. 

It means next time we feel like doing something wrong (or 
know we have done something wrong) we have to pray 
that God will forgive us and help us not to fall into that sin 
again. It also means reading God’s Word where we will find 
the only real ‘medicine’ that can truly take away our sin. 
Just as soon as Skipper got the right medicine he began to 
get better; nothing else was going to help him. While we 
try and make ourselves better, we will only make ourselves 
worse. We need the work and power of God in our lives. I 
wonder if you have been using the ‘wrong medicine’?



THE HOLY WAR

The Explorer 4

3. Mansoul redeemed
In the last two articles we considered first of all, “Mansoul 
Created”, then “Mansoul Fallen.” As we left things, a 
few months back, the once-great city of Mansoul was 
in a most sorry state. Evil Diabolus, its great enemy, had 
deceived the town and depraved it. He now ruled over the 
soul from Heart Castle. How could it ever be recovered?

The first wonderful thing to notice is that the good King 
Shaddai had been watching carefully over these events. 
He had seen the horrible rebellion and yet he did not 
abandon his Mansoul as the evil one hoped. Instead he was 
preparing an army to recover the town. When we think of 
how unfaithful the people of the town were this might 
come as a great surprise. Certainly they did not deserve 
to be rescued. However in love and kindness he prepares 
to deliver them from the trouble they had brought upon 

themselves. First of all he sent some of his best and most 
brave Captains. The first had a name that meant Thunder, 
then came Conviction, Judgement and Execution. These 
four soldiers went at the King’s command to besiege and 
recover the town.

You can notice how cleverly John Bunyan picked these 
names. Remember that this city is a picture of a poor 
sinner, who is in rebellion against God. God sends his Law 
(Thunder) and it is accompanied by conviction, or a sense 
of guilt, over our sins. God does command his preachers 
to declare his Law, and to show sinners their guilt. He 
also expects faithful preachers to warn about Judgement 
to come and the penalty for sin - which is death - an 
execution.

So these four captains and their armies march on Mansoul. 
And the whole town is sent into a state of deep alarm at 
their coming. But wicked Diabolus is very cunning. He 
does all he can first of all to make sure that the people 
of Mansoul never hear the demands and words of the 
Captains as they thunder and trumpet their message 
over the city ramparts. How hard Satan tries to prevent 
us hearing God’s warnings! He uses many things in this 
world to drown out any note of warning from the Lord. 

When eventually the town has to give some response 
to the Captains, a very wicked man steps forward called 
Lord Unbelief. Unbelief refuses to listen to the warnings, 
rejects their message, doubts their sincerity and urges the 
Captains to go away and leave them alone. Lord Willbewill 
backs up Unbelief. For a lost soul, our will follows and 
chooses wickedness, and is itself ruined. 



Angry at the dishonour done to good King Shaddai the 
Captains redoubled their efforts to take the town. They 
pressed and pushed from all sides, and against each of the 
five gates in turn - sometimes at eye gate, sometimes at 
ear gate, never letting the townspeople rest. God’s Spirit 
speaks to us as we read our Bibles and hear the Gospel 
preached. What a blessing that is! What a blessing that 
the Lord does not give up when we first reject him and 
his Word. 

Sadly Mansoul didn’t think it was a blessing though and 
became deeply miserable, weary and worn out. She 
still had no desire to surrender, but began to loathe the 
constant warfare. So the town made an offer of peace. But 
it was a false offer - an offer to change sides in name only. 
Yes they would pay lip-service to the King and come under 
his power and authority but they didn’t really want this 
or mean it. They would really remain under the spirit of 
Diabolus. Of course the Captains refuse. Still, they realise 
that all their force cannot win the town. They needed 
more power if they were to win back Mansoul and there 
was only one place where they would find more power. 
They sent a message back to the King asking for help.

When this message arrived in the royal court, the King 
called for his son, Emmanuel. They both loved Mansoul 
deeply, and it was agreed that Emmanuel would go 
himself to win back the city. News of this went round the 
royal court quickly, and was greeted with deep joy. But 
somehow word got out and even Diabolus heard of it. He 
believed the report, and trembled greatly. It was one thing 
to oppose the captains of King Shaddai but another thing 
altogether to meet and defeat the King’s son Emmanuel. 
We know very well who Bunyan meant by Emmanuel: he 
was thinking of the Lord Jesus Christ.

When Emmanuel rode out, he took with him five more 
Captains: Faith; Good-hope; Love; Purity and Patience. 
When the great company arrived at Mansoul, the Prince 
himself addressed the poor town in words of grace and 
compassion, but they could not hear him, so deeply had 
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Diabolus ordered them to hide in the depths of the town.

Still the kind prince persisted, now sending all his men 
against ear gate and eye gate. The battle-cry of these good 
men now turned to “Mansoul is won!” as the timbers of 
ear gate yielded and Emmanuel entered the town at once. 
But Diabolus himself was barricaded into Heart Castle - a 
last desperate defiance. 

At this point, some of the leading men of the town 
got together, among them Mr Conscience, Lord 
Understanding, and even Lord Willbewill, who was now 
severely injured and broken. They agreed to petition 
Emmanuel, confessing their sin, and begging him for 
mercy for the town. No instant answer came back, which 
worried them greatly. 

The Prince of course, was occupied on behalf of Mansoul 
at this very point, and was dragging old Diabolus out of 
Heart Castle and binding him in the strongest chains. That 
old Dragon hated his defeat, but the King’s army,  seeing 
that their Prince had enslaved the old Slave-Master 
himself, sent up a mighty shout of triumph! Mansoul was 
under the rule of Emmanuel at last!
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This month we begin a new Bible study in the Old Testament book of Esther. This book was written about 460 BC and 
centres on the reign of Ahasuerus who was also known as Xerxes. He reigned from 486 BC to 465 BC. In the book 
we meet with a young Jewish girl called Esther who was raised up by God to preserve his church in Babylon which 
we also know as Persia. There are three main events in the first chapter which sets the scene for what is to follow.

A DRUNKEN KING (1:1 - 1:11)
At this time many Jews still lived in Babylon and were ruled by Ahasuerus a proud man who liked to show off. He also 
had a busy social life, hosting many feasts at which far too much alcohol would be drunk. At one of these feasts he 
sent an order for his queen to come to the feast. What he was asking was not very nice or proper and Queen Vashti 
knew it, but what could she do?

A BRAVE QUEEN (vv 1:12 - 1:22)
Well, she did a very brave thing. She refused to come to the drunken party. Her husband should never have asked 
her to, and she was right to disobey him. Indeed in ordinary circumstances the king and the others who were with 
him would have frowned on this sort of suggestion, but the king was drunk and drunken men and women do strange 
and bad things. When the king sobered up, he realised that he had made a fool of himself, but rather than admit he 
had done wrong he blamed the queen! He and the nobles also made sure that everyone knew what had happened 
to Vashti. In this way they hoped that no other wives would dare disobey their husbands, even if they asked them to 
do sinful and shameful things. We wonder if the brave example of Vashti actually backfired on them and encouraged 
others to stand up to wicked bullies. In any case, the nobles around the king were afraid of disagreeing with him, and 
the result was that Queen Vashti was removed from her position as queen.

THE SEARCH FOR A NEW QUEEN (vv 2:1 - 2:4)
The king began a search for someone to take the place of Vashti. Many young girls were brought to the palace for a 
beauty parade at which the emperor would choose a new queen. It is very doubtful that many of the women would 
have wanted to take part in this but they had no choice. You did what the emperor told you, or else! Amongst the 
women was a young Jewish girl called Esther.

The whole episode is a warning about drunkenness. Perhaps you are thinking “That doesn’t really apply to me.”  
Well it is good to remember it, because we don’t know how we will behave when we get older. It is also a warning 
against pride. Pride often gets us into trouble and leads to results in our lives and in the lives of those around us 
which could have been avoided if it weren’t for our proud, sinful, stubborn hearts. Many of you can think of an 
example of this in your own life.

However there is another lesson in all of this. We are going to see as we go through this book the way in which God 
works so wonderfully and mysteriously to preserve his church and bring his own plans to pass. He could use and 
overrule a drunken king and save his people in Persia. He is still the same unchanging God who can do similar things 
today in our own country and all over the world. Next month we shall see what happens next.

BIBLE FACT FILE

When You Need a New Queen
Esther 1



With the encouragement of the General Assembly the Welfare of Youth and Education Committee have developed a Shorter 
Catechism Diploma Scheme to operate within the church in order to encourage the memorisation and learning of the Catechism. 
Below are the Guidelines for Parents, Ministers and Kirk Sessions.

How the Diploma is awarded
The Diploma is awarded on the successful recitation of the whole of the Westminster Shorter Catechism. The Catechism 
may be recited in English or Gaelic. Although the scheme is primarily aimed at children it is also open to adults.

The Diploma may be gained in two ways:

1. By reciting the Catechism in three stages over three years: Bronze: Q1 - 38; Silver: Q39-81 and Gold: Q82 - 107

2. By reciting the whole Catechism at one sitting: Gold Q1-107

At the completion of each stage the candidate will receive a certificate and gift. On completing the Gold stage the 
candidate will also receive a leather bound Bible suitably inscribed. Any candidate completing the whole Catechism at 
one sitting will also receive an additional gift.

How the examination is conducted
1. Candidates will ordinarily recite the Catechism to their minister or to their interim moderator if in a vacant 
congregation. In cases where this is not possible the Catechism may be recited to an elder or other appropriate adult 
appointed by the Kirk Session for the purpose. Children should not recite the Catechism to their own parents.

2. The minister will read out the questions and the candidate will give the answers in turn.

3. Mistakes over individual words are permissible within reasonable limits so long as the proper sense of the answer 
is given.

Rules for Entry
1. Candidates should ordinarily be the children of parents who are members or adherents of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) and in the case of adults the candidates should be members or adherents of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing). However ministers, interim moderators and Kirk Sessions may at their discretion allow other candidates 
to enter the Scheme.

2. When a candidate has successfully completed a stage of the Diploma the minister should complete a ‘Shorter 
Catechism Diploma Scheme Certification Form’ available from the Clerk to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 
and send the completed form to the Clerk.

3. A list of candidates who have successfully completed a stage of the Diploma will be given in the Explorer. To ensure 
inclusion in the list completed forms should be sent to the Clerk by the 30th March 2019.

Shorter Catechism 
Diploma Scheme
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DREAMSDREAMS

This person saw a vine with 3 branches which 
were made into wine for the king .............................

Who saw 3 baskets full of baking that birds ate? 
.............................

Which  king saw 7 thin cows and 7 fat cows? 
.............................

This young boy saw the sun moon and the stars all 
bowing down before him .............................

Who was told to go to Egypt with his wife and child? 
.............................

Which  king saw a large statue made of gold, silver, 
brass, iron and clay? .............................

In whose dream were angels climbing a ladder 
between heaven and earth? .............................

This man’s wife had a terrible dream after which she 
sent a warning to her husband .............................

Name:  ................................................................

Age:  ...................................................................

Congregation:  ....................................................

Address: .............................................................

............................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize -  JJ Craig 

Runners up   
Lochalsh & Strath - Billy Craig 
Stornoway - Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig 
Ness - Annie MacDonald, Owen MacDonald, 
Murray MacDonald, Hugh MacDonald
Dores - Ewan Hutton, Callum Arie Morrison, 
Anna Marie Morrison 
Gateshead Presbyterian - Jacob Richards
Partick - Kenny MacKinnon

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)


