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SKIPPER AND THE 
CHOCOLATE SLICE

One evening recently we were sitting having a cup of 
tea when we heard a sound from the kitchen which we 
thought was Skipper moving his water dish around to let 
us know it was empty. This is what he normally does if 
he is thirsty and if we don’t hear it he gives a wee bark! 
We went in to fill the water dish and noticed it was not 
empty at all. We couldn’t understand it.

Then it all became clear! We had visitors for dinner and 
they had brought some very nice little cake slices: some 
lemon and some chocolate. We had some of the cakes 
with tea after dinner and then put the plate on the kitchen 
table with two slices left, one lemon and one chocolate. 
Well, when we looked we could see that the lemon slice 
was still there but beside it lay a couple of very small bits 
of chocolate cake. And there was a very guilty looking 
Skipper sitting under the table with some crumbs still on 
his mouth! Do you remember what the Bible says about 
our sin being found out? If you have a Bible near you open 
it at Numbers 32:23, a very good verse to remember.

But we had better get back to Skipper still hiding under 
the table with the tell-tale chocolate crumbs! Now I’m 
smiling while I’m writing this (and maybe you are smiling 
while you’re reading it) but there is a serious side to it all. 
Most of us love chocolate but chocolate is very, very, bad 
for dogs and usually involves a visit to the vet. However 
we decided that we should check the cake box and see 
how much chocolate each slice contained. When we 
did, we got a surprise; can you guess what it was? There 
seemed to be no chocolate whatsoever listed amongst the 
ingredients, just something called chocolate flavouring! 
Skipper had been conned! He didn’t know that, of course; 
he was quite happy with his cake, chocolate flavouring or 
not. And not only did he get his cake but he didn’t have to 
go to the vet and that was just as well, because it would 
not have been very pleasant.   

We had not really been conned, because the label on the 
cakes did say CHOCOLATE FLAVOURED, although, until 
Skipper ate one, we didn’t really notice. It just reminds 
us that not everything is as it seems. We may think 



Dear friends,
Jenny Graham comes from Inverness and is currently 
attempting to set a new solo world record for cycling. 
This involves cycling 18,000 miles (28,968 km) across 
fifteen countries. So far she has crossed several 
countries including Australia, Mongolia and Russia 
and is, at present, in Canada. It is very doubtful that 
these sorts of extreme attempts at world records are 
God-honouring, or even a very good idea. We are to 
do all in our power to preserve our own lives and that 
of others. In other words we are not to put ourselves 
needlessly in the path of danger. She has now arrived 
in the Yukon and the local people there have warned 
her of the danger at this time of year from bears. 
They come down from the mountains and are very 
hungry. She has been warned of the need to protect 
herself. Media reports suggest she had not realised 
the danger she might be in and had not prepared 
very well for it. Now that she has been warned, I’m 
sure she will be more careful and we do hope that 
she reaches her destination safely. 

This news item reminded me of King David. When he 
was young and looking after his father’s sheep the flock 
were attacked by a bear who snatched away a lamb. 
With the Lord’s help, David was able to kill the bear 
and save the lamb. Most of us will never meet a bear, 
but this world is a dangerous place and we have to take 
care. Satan is always watching out for an opportunity 
to attack us and lead us into sin and danger. Too often 
we don’t take the warnings as seriously as we should. 
Like a great bear, he is too strong for us. Like David, 
we need the Lord to protect us and save us from his 
clutches. Jenny Graham has now been told where the 
bears are most likely to be and she should avoid these 
spots. The Bible warns us of the dangers that are out 
there and what we need to avoid, and we need to 
listen well to every warning we receive. 

Murdo A N Macleod

From the EditorSkipper’s 
Tales

something is the real thing when actually it is not. Satan 
is an expert at making us think in this way. He persuaded 
Adam and Eve that God’s warnings about sin weren’t 
really true and didn’t really matter. He got them to believe 
his lies that they could disobey God and sin and nothing 
bad would happen as a result. He will also persuade us to 
do something bad, by telling us it is not really as bad as it 
seems. The Bible tells us that sin is very bad; in fact it is 
deadly and we have to remember this when Satan comes 
to tempt us. 

The Bible warns us about these things. It shows what 
we should avoid and what is safe. The company of some 
people isn’t safe because we may learn bad things and do 
bad things in their company. We need to pray to the Lord 
for wisdom to know what is right and what is wrong so 
that Satan will not deceive us. We also need to pray for a 
new heart that will want to obey the Lord and follow his 
ways. Skipper, I’m glad to say, is none the worse for his 
little cake (but he shouldn’t have stolen one!).   
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THE HOLY WAR
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4. Mansoul converted
When we last left Mansoul, the long, dark night of 
Diabolus’ wicked rule was finally over. Diabolus is dragged 
away in chains; Emmanuel had gained total victory over 
the tyrant who was dethroned from Heart Castle, the 
seat of government. But despite this, Bunyan describes 
the town as being in confusion and fear. Really Bunyan 
is describing for us how a poor sinner comes into a sense 
of liberty and joy in Christ Jesus after they are redeemed. 
Sometimes it happens very quickly, sometimes it happens 
more slowly, even painfully. The description we have in 
The Holy War is immensely useful, showing us how grace 
begins to come into a soul.

The entire town was fearfully impressed with the great 
might of Emmanuel. Yet they were equally convicted 
over their own guilt in resisting the call and mercy of the 
Prince for so long. They were not sure what he would 
now do with them. Would he be merciful, or would he 
act in justice and condemn them for their rebellion and 
treat them as the guilty traitors to his Father that they 
were?

Caught in this dilemma the townsfolk were paralysed with 
fear. Their sense of foreboding only increased when the 
Prince sent his Captains and ordered three chief men to 
be imprisoned: Lord Willbewill, Lord Understanding, and 
Mr. Conscience the Recorder. 

With these men languishing in chains, the town was in a 
fearful state of paralysis. They agreed to send a petition, 
seeking for mercy, to Emmanuel, who was still camped 

outside the city walls. The petition was sent by Mr. Would-
live, who went before the Prince. The Prince received the 
Petition but gave no answer. Mr. Would-live returned and 
reported the brief meeting to the town. The apparent 
silence of the Prince worried them further.  How often 
seeking sinners have been anxious when their prayers 
seem to be unheard! Nevertheless they determined to 
send a second petition. They worried that Mr. Would-live 
had in some way offended Emmanuel, so they asked one 
of the Captains, Conviction, to go for them. He refused, 
but did at least encourage them to send one of their own 
men. They chose Mr. Desires-awake, a man who well 
expressed the stirrings for mercy that they now all felt. 
Mr. Desires was so awed by the sight of the Prince that he 
fell down before him, and cried, “Oh that Mansoul might 
live before you!”



The Prince received the petition once more, and even 
wept in private at its words, but again the messenger was 
sent away with no comfort. On his return he reported to 
the three chief men in prison. In utter desperation a third 
petition was drafted, sent again by Mr. Desires-awake, 
only he took with him a neighbour, Mr. Wet-eyes, the son 
of Mr. Repentance. When these two arrived at the Court 
the Prince examined them personally, and they assured 
him that all the townspeople, the whole of Mansoul 
indeed, apart from the hiding Diabolians, were behind the 
letter. (It takes wholehearted seeking to come to Jesus, of 
course!)

To this third petition, Emmanuel gave a reply, sending 
for the three chief men in prison, and requiring them to 
appear before him in person. The town really didn’t know 
what to make of this, and many feared their leaders would 
be executed. 

Nevertheless, the Will, Understanding and Conscience 
of Mansoul appeared before Emmanuel as his Captives. 
Though they trembled before him, Emmanuel addressed 
himself to the three. He told them that he had authority 
from El Shaddai himself to forgive them all fully, and then 
he gave them a sealed scroll containing their full pardon! 
The men could hardly believe it! Then the gracious Prince 
took off their prison clothes and gave them his own robe, 
he broke their chains and set them free!

Next, he commanded his men to accompany these three 
chief men into the city and tell the town that Emmanuel 
himself would proclaim a full general pardon to the whole 
town the very next day! Further, the Captains, Boanerges, 
Conviction, Judgement and Execution, who were resident 
in Heart Castle, were commanded to vacate the Castle, in 
preparation for the arrival and enthroning of the Prince 
himself!

Oh, what joy overwhelmed the city when the Recorder 
and his two friends entered the city! No longer in their 
torn prison clothes or chains, but free and dressed in 
splendid clothes! The Recorder called to all as he passed, 
“Pardon, pardon, pardon!” And the town broke out into 
spontaneous praise to Emmanuel. 

When the Decree of Pardon was read next morning, in 
the market place, the whole town went out to Emmanuel, 
and begged him to come in, to stay, to rule over them 
forever in their Heart Castle. 

And what did the loving Prince say?

Why of course, he came to his own dear people with 
gladness and joy! His soul was most satisfied with the 
redemption of his Mansoul, and with their conversion to 
himself. To him they had come in fear, to him in prayer, 
to him in tears, to him in bonds, to him in mind, to him 
in understanding and conscience and will, and now they 
were coming to him in hope and joy and delight. 

And so Emmanuel was enthroned in his own rightful 
residence: in the heart of Man. 

The Holy War is a wonderful book and it describes the 
most wonderful of all experiences, the redemption of 
the soul by the grace of God. I hope this short series of 
articles will encourage you to get the book for yourselves 
and read it. 
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Last month we began a new Bible study in the Old Testament book of Esther. We saw that the book records events 
in Persia during the time when many Jews were living there. King Ahasuerus, who ruled the empire at that time, 
had behaved very badly towards his wife and was now looking for a new queen. It is at this point that Esther comes 
into the story. She is chosen, along with many others, to come to a beauty contest. The winner would become the 
new queen.

ESTHER MAKES A FRIEND (2.5-2.11)
Esther was an orphan who had been brought up by her uncle Mordecai. He advised Esther not to tell anyone that she 
was Jewish. Perhaps he thought this might mean she would be removed from the contest. Maybe he was frightened 
that it might lead to trouble for the Jews. In any case Esther did as she was told and the Lord would use this secret 
later in the story.

Besides being very beautiful, Esther was also a very nice person and she made a friend of a man called Hegai who 
was in charge of looking after the women who had been gathered together. There is an important lesson here for 
us. Christians ought to be kind and respectful. If they are disrespectful and unpleasant it will turn people against the 
things of the Lord. Kindness, especially when others are in trouble or difficulty is often used by the Lord in the lives 
of these people. One reason for this is that all unbelievers share a secret unhappiness and are seeking a remedy.

THE KING MAKES HIS CHOICE (2.12-2.20)
Because of his friendship Hegai gave Esther advice regarding the king. In God’s wonderful plan she, of all the other 
women there, was chosen. A poor Jewish orphan was now the wife of Emperor Ahasuerus! The king was very happy 
and held a big feast. Thankfully the bad things which had ruined the first feast in chapter one were not there this 
time! Despite having become queen, Esther kept to her uncle’s advice and did not tell the king about her religion. 
Perhaps she was wrong in doing this.

MORDECAI MAKES A DISCOVERY (2.21-2.23)
At this point something very important happens although it didn’t seem very important at the time. Uncle Mordecai 
seems to have been watching on guard at the palace. One day he heard two of the king’s nobles discussing a plan 
to kill the king! Mordecai reported this to Esther who told her husband; the two men were arrested. Mordecai 
had saved the king’s life and this was written down in the history book of the kingdom. Remember that, because 
it is going to be important later on. Sometimes things happen in our lives that don’t seem important but the Lord 
who has planned it all knows how everything is going to fit together. How important it is to commit our lives to his 
keeping and care!

The Bible often reminds us of the need to do what is right towards other people. We are to “love our neighbour as 
ourselves”, even if they are not kind towards us. This is what Mordecai did and later on the Lord rewarded him for 
that. What we do today will have results in our lives maybe years in the future and that is why it is so important to 
follow the Lord and his way whether we are a queen in a palace or just ordinary folks like you and me!

BIBLE FACT FILE

In the King’s Palace
Esther 2



The Welfare of Youth and Education Committee wish to remind Sabbath School Superintendents of the Maurine Murchison 
Scripture Memory Scheme.

A child who successfully recites the required material to either their minister or Sabbath School teacher will receive a certificate 
and £10 book token from the Maurine Murchison Award.

Grade One (pre-school)
Psalm 23

Grade Two (Primary 1 - 3)
The Books of the New Testament

Psalm 100

Grade Three (Primary 4 – 5)
The Books of the Old Testament

Psalm 84

Grade Four (Primary 6 - 7)
Matthew 5 v 1 - 13

Psalm 67

Grade Five (Secondary 1 – 4)
Ephesians 1 verses 1-12

Psalm 46

A child can only complete each grade once but may complete a grade outside their age bracket if they have not completed 
it before.

Those wishing to complete the award this year must do so by the 30th of March 2019.

Isobel A Macleod (Clerk)

Welfare of Youth Committee

Scripture Memory 
Scheme
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Prayers in the Bible
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Congregation: .......................................................................

Address: ................................................................................
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1.  ___  /  ____________  /  _________  /  ________________________  /  ______  /  ___  /  
      A3      D2 A3 A1 B3      D5 A3 B3       A1 B4 C1 B4 C1 D1 B4 A1      C1 B4       C2      

 ____________  /  ____________  /  &  ______________________________  /  ______
 B1 A1 C4 C3     A2 B2 B4  B4           C5 A2 A1 B4 D3 D5 A2 B2 B4 D3      C1 B4  
 Judges 16

2.  ____________  / __________  /  _________  /  ____________  /  __________  /
     D2 A3 A1 B3     D2 C4 C3       D3 A3 A2      A2 B2 C2 C5      C5 C2 D3 

 ______  /  _______________  /  __________________
 A2 A3      A2 B2 B4 C2 A1      B5 B2 C4 A1 D5 B4
 Acts 7 

3.  _________  /  ______  /  _________________________  /  ______  /  ______  / 
      D5 A3 B3      D1 B4       C1 B4 A1 B5 C2 A5 A4 D2    A2 A3       C1 B4    

    ___  /  __________________ 
    C4      C5 C2 D3 D3 B4 A1   
 Luke 18  
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