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Have your parents ever told you to stop being 
stubborn? They are referring to a sinful stubbornness, 
such as when you refuse to obey their instructions 
like a stubborn mule (Ps. 32:8-9). The Bible actually 
teaches about two types of stubbornness: a good kind 
and a sinful kind. To be stubborn simply means to be 
strongly determined, whether you are committed to 
right or wrong. Sadly Pharaoh provides a powerful 
illustration of wicked stubbornness. 

But did you know that in the Bible, Job had a reputation 
for being stubborn in a godly way? God said to Satan 
about Job: “... still he holdeth fast his integrity, although 
thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without 
cause” (Job 2:3). Even Job’s wife tried to shake his 
inflexible commitment to God (Job 2:9), but he 
stubbornly held fast. Later on, Job insists, “All the while 
my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils; 
My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter 

Skipper’s Other Home
As you all know by now, Skipper is a very popular 
dog with everyone who knows him. This is because 
he is a very nice dog and loves being with people 
and playing and generally having fun.   He is 
particularly popular with our next door neighbours 
and sometimes if we are away for a day or a night or 
two they will have him to stay. He even has his own 
bed at their house! 

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Twitter:
@fccscot

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org
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Moderator’s New Year Message

When I was a little girl, I used to get very excited when I 
saw the signs that I was going to stay with my granny and 
grandad. Almost every school holiday my granny would 
come up to Glasgow on the bus and take me back to her 
house which was in a seaside village and very different 
from where I lived. I was so happy: I knew she would care 
for me and bake my favourite cakes; my own books and 
toys would be there and my own little bed. I would miss 
home of course, but I was always sad when the holiday was 
over. Soon, however, I would be back in my own routine and 
Skipper is exactly the same. As soon as we come home he 
is straight in and playing with his favourite toys and looking 
for a special treat. Home is always a very special place and 
the place where we feel most comfortable.   

In Psalm 84 David speaks about his love for the house of 
God. He probably had many other places he could stay in, 
but his favourite place of all was God’s house. Do you love 
God’s house? Is it a very special place? Do you love to go 
there? We go to many other places during the week and 
many of them are very good, but does God’s house have a 
special place in your heart or do you go because you have 
to and would rather be somewhere else? In Psalm 23 David 
says that “in God’s house for evermore my dwelling-place 
shall be”. He knew that it would be his home for all eternity. 
As we begin another new year do you share that hope?
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Recently we had to go away for a couple of days and as they 
were willing and able to have him, we arranged for him to 
stay next door. By now, Skipper is wise to our ways and when 
he saw the overnight case coming out and wardrobe doors 
and drawers opening and shutting, at first his ears went 
down which is a sure sign he is not too happy. Anyway, the 
time came for us to go and as soon as the gate was opened 
off he ran straight down the road and up the drive to our 
neighbour’s house. I followed him of course and was very 
embarrassed when the first thing he did was to go straight 
into one of the cupboards and sniff around, coming out 
with a ball which he then dropped at our neighbour’s feet 
as if to say, ‘play time’! He is so at home there we don’t 
have to take anything with us; he has a bed, toys and even 
his own lead. More importantly, he is very happy there and 
we can leave him knowing he is well cared for and won’t 
miss us. They also know all his favourite walks and I think he 
gets more walks with them than he does with us! 

deceit ... till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me. 
My righteousness I hold fast...” (Job 27:3-6). If his heart 
were still beating and lungs still breathing, he would still 
cling to God’s Law out of love for his Lord. In addition to his 
tongue, he also made a covenant with his eyes not to look 
lustfully on any woman (Job 31:1). God gave him grace to be 
strong-willed for good. Other examples of being stubborn 
in following the Lord include Jacob (Gen. 32:26), David (Ps. 
17:3), Daniel (Dan. 1:8), even young Josiah (2 Kg. 22:2). The 
best instance of all, however, is the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
never turned back from doing the will of his Father.  

At this time of year, you may hear people talk about “New 
Year resolutions.” A resolution is a strong commitment to 
do something. People will sometimes make a resolution to 
exercise more or to eat healthier food or to use their smart-
phone less in the year ahead. You can see that the ideas 
of being stubborn and making resolutions are connected. 
Sadly, the world changes easily. People may have great 
plans and intentions, but over the course of the year, many 
of them lose interest, fall behind and eventually give up. 
Most New Year resolutions are forgotten and forsaken. But 
worst of all, most people never even resolve to seek the 
Lord in the gospel (much less follow through to do it). 

What a striking contrast we have in the Lord! Our 
unchangeable God never fails to do what he has “purposed 

in himself” (Eph. 1:9). Shorter Catechism question 7 
teaches, “The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, 
according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own 
glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever come to pass” 
Whatever God purposed to do in his decrees and whatever 
he has declared to do in his Word always happens. The Lord 
promises: “those that seek me early shall find me” (Prov. 
8:17b) and “him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” 
(Jn. 6:37). The Lord does what he says. So will you respond 
with the Psalmist, “When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my 
heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek” (Ps. 27:8)? 
That is godly stubbornness. If you come to saving faith in 
Christ, then follow him fully like Barnabas who urged the 
people of Antioch “that with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord” (Acts 11:23). 

You may have heard of the godly minister, Jonathan 
Edwards. When he was young he wrote a list of 70 godly 
resolutions. If your parents own a copy, you should read 
them. He provides an excellent example of purposing to 
pursue the glory of God. One of those resolutions reads, 
“Resolved, never to do anything that I should be afraid to 
do if it were the last hour of my life.” So when you hear talk 
of New Year resolutions, I want you to purpose to seek the 
Lord with sincere, saving faith. 

Your friend, Rev Robert McCurley



The Sword-bearer
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Our Story of the Reformation would not be 
complete without an article about John Knox. He 
was born in Haddington, near Edinburgh around 
the year 1514. Ordained as a priest in 1536 he spent 
his time first as a Church lawyer, then as tutor to 
two Protestant-minded families, where apparently 
during the 1540s he was ‘called from the puddle of 
Papistry,’ through the influence of ex-monk Thomas 
Guillaume and George Wishart’s preaching, and 
spoken to by God through John Chapter 17. The 
new leader of the Reform movement would preach 
his first sermon (hesitantly) to the defenders of St 
Andrews Castle in 1547 expounding Daniel 7:24-
25 with such clarity, eloquence, and fervour that it 
was exclaimed, ‘Others sned [lop off] the branches 
of the Papistry, but he striketh at the root, to 
destroy the whole.’  Knox was a man of action!

The French captured the Castle in July 1547 and Knox 
would spend eighteen months as a galley slave, and a 
dozen years moving through the Protestant centres of 
Europe and England.  From 1549 to 1554 he pastored 
in Berwick, Newcastle, London and Frankfurt. He would 
return for an important visit to Scotland in 1556 where 
he administered the Lord’s Supper in a biblical manner, 
and called on those who were secret disciples to separate 
publicly from darkness immediately. However he judged 
that the time was not right for national reform. This visit 
was also important because he married Marjory Bowes, 
and they would return to Geneva, and have two sons 

before coming back to a largely receptive Scotland in 
1559. 

Upon Knox’s return the desire for reform spread 
throughout the south – Dumfries, Glasgow, the 
Lothians, Fife, and Edinburgh, but the Highlands and 
Islands remained largely loyal to Rome for years. 
Roman Catholicism was weakened in the nation, 
but Protestantism’s establishment was hampered by 
the return of the young, but cunning and immoral, 
Mary ‘Queen of Scots.’ A devout Roman Catholic, she 
constantly challenged Knox, Parliament and the will of 
the people. Always courteous though always firm, Knox 

John Knox



met the Queen often.  Once she enquired, whom she 
should believe: the Reformers or the Roman priests? – 
and Knox’s reply was telling: ‘Neither, Madam, only the 
word of God.’  Knox no longer wielded a steel sword, but 
the Bible – ‘the sword of the Spirit’ (Eph. 6:17).

(1) The Scots confession 1560
After the Roman Catholic Queen Regent died, Parliament 
met to abolish the Mass, Papal authority, and establish 
Protestantism. It also appointed Knox to head a committee 
to form a Scottish confession: he chose five others with 
the name ‘John’ – and in August, after four days, the ‘six 
Johns’ produced the Scots Confession which was ratified 
by Parliament. The Scots Confession is less well known 
than the later and more detailed Westminster Confession 
of 1647. Now Scotland was – almost – a Protestant 
country. 

(ii) First Book of Discipline (1560)
The blueprint for the Reformed Church of Scotland was 
the First Book of Discipline (1560) – a plan which impacts 
on us today. Temporary Superintendents were appointed 
throughout Scotland to plant new churches, appoint 
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ministers to areas – in consultation with the congregation 
– and erect schools and universities.  Additionally, in the 
absence of ministers, elders were appointed to read the 
Scriptures and the people were to submit obediently. An 
educated ministry, evangelisation of Scotland, and care 
for the poor were all important. It was new, radical, far-
reaching, and when Knox died in 1572, reform could not 
be undone. 

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is directly 
descended from the Reformation Church of Scotland, to 
whose principles and teachings we adhere, only because 
they adhere to the Bible. We must remember that it is 
not large buildings, or attendance of large crowds, or even 
famous ministers that God blesses – Knox prevailed over 
Queens and Cardinals. The poor elders who conducted 
public worship, and all who likewise faithfully stand for 
God He will truly bless. When a Church becomes corrupt, 
the Lord will raise men of reformation, because He will 
have his faithful ones serving Him. 

Perhaps we can end this series of articles with one 
question. Are you faithful?
 
For further study -  Knox: The Life and Legacy of Scotland’s 
Controversial Reformer (DVD)

John Knox House in Edinburgh

Knox’s statue at the New College, Edinburgh
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Last month we read of the way in which the Roman Captain saved Paul and ordered his accusers to come and 
present their evidence against him. In this chapter that trial begins. A trial which eventually takes him all the way 
to Rome itself.

THE LIVING CHRIST (vv 1 - 11)
The Jewish leaders arrived to put their case against Paul. First of all, Paul was allowed to speak for himself. He began 
by saying that his conscience agreed with his faith in Christ. At this point the High Priest commanded that Paul be 
hit in the face. This was wrong and in fact illegal and Paul realises that the Jewish authorities would never give him 
a fair trial. He then did something clever and challenging. He said he was surprised at their hostility towards the 
resurrection of Christ. Is this not an Old Testament doctrine? At this point he divided his enemies. The Sadducees 
did not believe in any resurrection, but the Pharisees did and soon both sides had forgotten about Paul and were 
arguing amongst themselves. How quickly the Lord can bring confusion among his enemies! It is interesting (and 
quite sad) how close the Pharisees come to the truth in verse 9. Paul, for his own safety was taken back into the 
castle. There Christ revealed to him that he would bear witness to his name in the great city of Rome, the heart and 
head of the Roman Empire! Do you believe in the resurrection of Christ? Do you live by that belief? If you do, that 
same risen Christ will help you and stand by you even if you are imprisoned for his sake.

THE PLOT TO KILL PAUL (vv 12 - 24)
The Jews could not stop Paul speaking for Christ. At the same time, they obviously couldn’t prove that Jesus was 
still dead and buried! So they decided to silence Paul by killing him! In verse 14 they agreed on a plan to assassinate 
Paul. All of this was in direct breach of the law which they said they loved so much! What a muddle sin gets us into! 
God’s eyes and ears are ever open and Paul’s nephew heard of the plot and Paul was immediately transferred out 
of Jerusalem
 
WHAT WAS PAUL’S CRIME? (vv 25 - 35)
Paul was taken to Caesarea where the Roman Governor lived. The Captain who had saved his life sent a letter 
explaining what had happened. The Romans couldn’t understand the problem and it was arranged for Paul to stand 
trial before Felix the Governor to discover what this man’s crime really was. His crime, of course, was to preach the 
Gospel, the same crime for which they (Jews and Romans) had crucified his Master. We can see where this was going 
can’t we? Next month we shall see how he got on with Governor Felix. In the meantime we can reflect on the fact 
that witnesses for Christ do not need to be well treated in this world... but there is a world, an eternal world, after 
this one.

BIBLE FACT FILE

The Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 23
Preaching, Plots and Protection



Prayers in the Psalms

Name: .....................................................................................

Age: ................................................................

Congregation: .........................................................................

Address: .................................................................................

................................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize -  Abigail Harpur 

Runners up
Castlederg Free Presbyterian Church - Joshua Harpur;  
Stornoway - Calvin MacKenzie, Thomas Craig, Sarah Craig; 
Lochgilphead - Emily Craig
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Cut out the coloured bricks and re-arrange them to show 3 prayers from the Metrical Psalms

1) ..............................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................
Psalm 17 v 5

2) ..............................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................
Psalm 51 v 2

3) ..............................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................
Psalm 86 v 11
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CONGREGATIONAL OUTING 2017

On the 3rd of June, the Stornoway congregation joined up with that of Knock & Point for our annual congregational 
outing. We made our way by bus to a lovely beach on the west of the island, called Dalmore Beach, passing beautiful 
scenery on the journey over. 

The weather wasn’t the greatest with rain threatening to fall throughout the day, however we all still had a lot of 
fun. There was plenty of delicious food to eat with some of the men preparing a barbecue and many ladies had 
provided some lovely baking. 

The children enjoyed running around the beach and playing in the sand, many returning back home with soaked 
clothes after “falling” into the cold ocean, but still displaying bright smiles. A number of football games were also 
held with people of all ages taking part in a friendly kickabout, before several races and a tug of war. 

We ended the day with a time of worship, thanking God for his goodness, before all departing on our way home. The 
outing is always a great time of fellowship where both young and old can be brought together.

by Lily Craig


