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Skipper’s 
Tales

SKIPPER AND THE 
TEMPTING PLATE!

The holidays and New Year seem very far away 
now, don’t they? Perhaps you had visitors and 
various members of your family visiting. Skipper 
did: and he thoroughly enjoyed it all! There was 
a lot of noise and activity and some of the visitors 
were quite happy to give him a bit of attention and 
play a little game. I think he was quite tired by the 
end of it all! 

Because of the visitors there were lots of cups of tea and 
coffee and plates of nice things to eat. Skipper always 
keeps a close eye on these plates! When there are more 
people around it means that there is always a chance 
that he might be able to steal a little something without 
anyone noticing.  One day there was a plate of sweet 
things on the coffee table and beside it a box of hankies. 
Very quietly he began to nudge the box of hankies with 
his nose. Can you guess what he was trying to do? He was 
hoping that by pushing the box of hankies he might be 
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Skipper’s 
Tales

Dear friends,
A friend and I recently drove in my car to conduct 
worship at a local care home. After the service we 
set off for home, stopping briefly to put more fuel in 
the car. Within a few moments of leaving the petrol 
station the car began making a strange noise and 
seemed to be struggling along the road. Can you 
guess what had gone wrong?

Yes, that’s right: I had put the wrong type of fuel in the 
car! Instead of buying diesel I had bought petrol and 
that is a very bad mistake to make. If it is left the car 
will, more than likely, stop going and if there is enough 
of the wrong type of fuel it can be very costly to get 
it put right. Mercifully I was able to get help from the 
local garage and the car was soon going once more. 

We are all a little bit like that car. In Genesis chapter 
three we read about sin coming into man’s heart and 
life. Because of this, nothing in our lives or in our world 
works as it did when it was first created. I could have 
tried to ignore the problem and hope for the best but 
there was so much of the wrong fuel in the car that 
the engine would soon have stopped working. We can 
try and ignore everything the Bible says about sin and 
hope that the problem will just go away but it won’t. 
It will only get worse and worse and eventually it will 
completely destroy us. Just as I needed help from the 
garage, we need help from the Lord to take away the 
power of sin and change us deep in our hearts. The 
engine had to be cleaned out and our hearts need to 
be made clean by the Lord. Isn’t that what David said 
in Psalm 51? In verse ten he prays, “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God”. Don’t spend 2018 trying to press 
on with life ignoring the problem of sin; seek help 
without delay.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

able to make the plate fall from the coffee table! Imagine 
that! He knew that if the sweets fell on the floor he would 
be able to claim they were his. Of course, he knows that 
he is not allowed to take anything from a plate. He has 
been told often enough and that is why he is careful not 
to get caught. 

We are all a bit like Skipper, aren’t we? Oh, I don’t mean 
that we try and steal food off plates, although boys 
and girls have been known to try and make off with an 
occasional sweet thing! I mean the way in which we are 
sometimes tempted to do what is wrong because we think 
that no-one is watching. We would think twice about 
doing something if we thought we might get caught but 
Satan is so clever and he will tell us that no-one will ever 
find out. 

There was a man in the Bible called Achan. He lived at the 
time when God made the walls of Jericho fall down. The 
Israelites had been warned to take nothing from Jericho for 
themselves but when Achan saw some fine clothes he took 
them, along with some silver and gold, and hid it all in his 
tent. He thought no-one would ever find out. Achan forgot 
that God knows everything and he was forced to confess to 
what he had done. It all ended very badly for Achan and his 
family. Sin always does end badly. We might think we have 
got away with secret sin, but one day we will be judged 
and it will all come out. That is why it is so important to 
confess our sin and turn from it to the Lord asking for his 
forgiveness and also his power to change our hearts so that 
we will grow to hate sin and love what is good. 



Let’s meet a Christian music teacher!
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Thank you Isobel for agreeing to be interviewed for the 
Explorer. You were a music teacher but perhaps we should 
start at the beginning! I think you were brought up in a 
musical household. I remember your father leading the 
praise at a ripe old age.
My father precented at a special service when he was 
a hundred years old! Before that, because of blindness, 
he had precented from memory until he didn’t have the 
confidence to do so. He loved to sing and to listen to psalms 
and hymns being sung. Among my earliest recollections is 
that of the sound of the BBC morning service wafting up 
the stairs on a Lord’s Day morning. And again in the evening 
the sounds of “Sunday Half-Hour” reached my bed. There 
are some tunes which I find so evocative because of these 
early memories. Dad seldom played the old family piano 
but obviously had a touch for it. My mother also had 
learned to play a little. She was keen for the family to learn 
but because of money shortage I was the one who really 
had the opportunity to learn.

When did you come to faith in Christ?
At the age of about eleven I attended some Evangelistic 
Services in Dingwall and the gospel was presented in a very 
simple way. I do date my conversion to that time. Looking 
back the Lord treated me very gently and graciously. 
Although my conversion was not at all dramatic, I have 
assurance that I belong to him and can say to all your 
readers that he has proved faithful and helped me through 
all the difficulties that have confronted me. He has been my 
refuge, my strength, my helper, my comfort. And he will be 
the same to all who trust in Him.

Marriage and missionary service in Peru came along, 
didn’t it?
While in Secondary School, I heard a missionary speak on 
the work of the Gospel in India. I thought perhaps I might 

become a missionary too. As time went on the desire faded 
and, because of my interest in music and that being my 
strongest subject, it seemed natural to follow studies in that 
direction. I confided to an older friend that I had felt called 
to the Mission Field and now it seemed the Lord was leading 
me in another direction and he said, “That does not mean 
that you may not be a missionary at some future date!” 
And so it happened! I was not long in the Music Academy 
in Glasgow when, at a meeting to discuss the forming of 
a College Fellowship, a young trombonist noticed me! The 
result was that an Academy Fellowship was formed and so 
was a special relationship that continues to this day! That 
was September 1960! Fifty-seven years ago! We travelled 
to Moyobamba in Peru, along with our 8-month-old son, 
David in 1972.
 
Were you able to use your musical gifts in Peru?
There was a dear man in the Lima congregation who 
had translated some of the psalms into Spanish and I did 
attempt to set tunes to one or two of them. In our children’s 
meeting in Moyobamba I set tunes to the memory verses. 
This was to combat the not-so-good choruses that they had 
previously learned. 
 
On returning to Scotland you eventually became a music 
teacher. As a Christian how did you approach this work?
My first job was difficult as it was in a school in a mining area 
with no musical tradition. I was the 5th music teacher in 10 
years and taught the whole school. With the Lord’s help it 
gradually became easier. I saw His hand at work, not least 
in changing attitudes among some of the trouble-makers. 
Soon after we returned to Scotland we had a little girl, Joy. So 
teaching was on hold until she was about 10 or so and then I 
taught an hour or so a week, gradually picking up some more 
hours each year. I was asked to teach in Primary and travelled 
round beautiful Dumfries-shire visiting rural schools. In one 
school, close to where we lived, the head-teacher was happy 
to let us have a Bible Club after school hours. 

In some schools I was given time to train a choir and enter 
them into the Dumfries Music Festival. Entering them for 

Isobel Scott

Children in Moyobamba



the hymn-singing class gave a little opportunity to say 
something about the words. On one occasion we chose 
Psalm 124 and I wrote a short note for one of the pupils to 
read out before they sang. It explained that they were going 
to sing this psalm unaccompanied as had been the custom 
in Scotland for many years. There was a special atmosphere 
as they sang. I regret that my testimony was not as bright as 
it should have been. 

As far as worship goes we are committed to only using 
unaccompanied psalm singing. Some people see this as a 
weakness and a disadvantage but I know you don’t agree.
No, I do not agree! The Biblical Book of Psalms is a wonderful 
hymn-book. God has given it to us to use in our worship. 
Why would we ever use what we composed ourselves? The 
older I get I see more of Jesus Christ in the Psalms. It is such 
a beautiful thought to think that it connects us to all God’s 
people from the time they were composed until now! Jesus 
sang the psalms. The other Apostles sang them and they 
have comforted the martyrs down through history. Amazing!

It is interesting to see what instruments are used in the Old 
Testament. In psalm 150 alone there are six mentioned. 
But they were only used in the Temple where the sacrifices 
were offered up and where there were many items which 
all point forward to Christ being the Lamb of God, offering 
Himself up as a sacrifice for sin. After Christ’s death and 
resurrection there was no need for all these things and today 
we follow the pattern of the synagogue worship, singing the 
psalms unaccompanied, prayer, reading and preaching of 
God’s Word, which is the only rule to direct us how we may 
glorify him and enjoy him. Our worship is deliberately simple 
because we worship our God in “spirit and truth”.
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Do we pay less attention to our singing than we should? 
Perhaps we are guilty of not giving it the place it deserves 
in worship?
God requires us to do the very best for him and I do think 
the way we sing is important. When I was at school my 
music teacher scoffed at the singing in our church – not at 
what we sang but how we sang. That is a bad testimony. 
Perhaps if our hearts were really dwelling on the words we 
would sing better! I think it is important for the minister 
to give a little help in understanding what the meaning 
is, especially for young people. It is so easy to know the 
psalms by memory and not to understand or think about 
the meaning. I know this from my own experience.

What encouragements would you give our young readers 
in their singing? Perhaps some of them are very self 
conscious and think they can’t sing - what would you say 
to them?
Well, I never was brimming full of confidence myself, even 
though I was given a measure of musical ability. I do realise 
that many, young and old, think that they cannot sing. Isn’t 
it good that we are to sing all together and not on our own? 
The best way to get used to hearing your own voice is to 
use it. Sing in the family, sing with your friends, and do sing 
with all your heart when you meet to worship. God knows 
what voice you have and wants to hear it in His praise. He is 
looking at your heart above all. 
 
Thank you Isobel for taking the time to share these things 
with us here at the Explorer. We wish you the Lord’s 
blessing in all you continue to do for the work of the 
Gospel at home and abroad.

The congregation in Rioja
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Last month we read of the interest being taken in Paul’s case by the Roman Governor Felix. In this chapter Felix will 
meet the Apostle and what an interesting meeting it is!

THE JEWS ACCUSE PAUL (vv 1 - 9)
The Jewish leaders once more accuse Paul. On this occasion they bring an orator called Tertullus. They make three 
accusations. Firstly, they say that Paul was a troublemaker who was constantly stirring up trouble with his teachings 
(v5). Secondly, they claim that the Christians were a sect which should be banned. Their beliefs were radically 
different to the Jewish leaders and should be banned (v5). Finally, they raise the issue we saw in a previous chapter 
concerning Paul allegedly bringing Gentiles into the temple (v6). They also criticise the Roman interference in 
this matter, suggesting that they had no business in it and that Paul should have been put to death by the Jewish 
authorities.

PAUL’S DEFENCE (vv 10 - 21)
In his reply Paul simply stated the facts. The Jews could not prove that he had ever stirred up trouble either against 
the Word of God or the Roman Government (vv 11 - 13). As for his teaching, he taught what was written in the 
Old Testament about Christ. He taught that Christ had come, as the Old Testament had promised. Paul preached 
that Christ had died for sinners and risen again as the Old Testament said he would. Furthermore, he reminded 
them that they themselves agreed that there would be a resurrection. On that day, Christ would be the judge. Paul 
told his judge and accusers that his conscience was tender regarding wrong-doing or wrong teaching, and he was 
sincere towards both God and man (v16). He had come back to Judea to help the poor, was falsely accused and was 
condemned for preaching the resurrection! (vv 17 - 21)
 
THE HARDNESS OF FELIX’S HEART (vv 22 - 27)
Felix realised that Paul was innocent of these charges and he ought to have released him. However, he did not want 
to offend the Jews (v27) and he also wanted money, a bribe, from Paul in exchange for his release (v26). Felix now 
arranged to hear Paul give further explanations. When the day came Felix was accompanied by someone else: a 
woman called Drusilla who had left her husband to be with Felix. Paul bravely took the opportunity and spoke very 
plainly, to this couple and their advisers, about sin and judgement to come. Felix became very frightened, in fact it 
says he trembled, as his conscience accused him of his sin. Sadly, he told Paul to stop (v25). He was frightened but 
he had no intention of giving up Drusilla or his other sins. Although he afterwards heard the Gospel from Paul his 
heart was hardened against it. Two years later Felix went back to Rome, harder than ever, and a few years later he 
died in despair. He had rejected the sinner’s only hope: the Lord Jesus Christ. I hope that you do not follow Felix’s 
example and harden your heart against Christ. Paul in the meantime is left in prison and next time we shall see what 
happened to him. 

BIBLE FACT FILE

The Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 24
Paul In The Presence Of Felix and 
Felix In The Presence Of God



Questions At The 
Judgement Hall
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Q:  Art thou the king of the Jews?
 
A:  __   __  __   __        __  __  __   __  __  __
      A2  B2  A3  A4        C5  C4  C3  B4  C5  A2 (Mat  27 v 11)

Q:  What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?
 
A:  __   __  __       __  __  __      __   __      __   __  __  __   __  __  __   __  __
      D2  B4  A2      B2  C2  C1      D6  B4      B5  A1  A4  B5  C2  A5  C2  B4  B3  (Mat  27 v 22)

Q:  Shall I crucify your king? 
 
A:  __   __      __  __  __   __      __   __      __   __  __   __      __   __   __      __  __  __   __  __  __
      A6  B4      B2  C4  B6  B4      D3  A3      D1  C2  D3  D5      D6  A4  A2      B5  C4  B4  C5  C4  A1  (John 19 v 15)

  A  B  C  D
1  R  P  M  K
2  T  H  I  L
3  O  D  Y  N
4  U  E  A  P
5  F  C  S  G
6  W  V  X  B
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On Saturday 16th of September 2017, we went 
to the Dores Youth Conference. When we got 
there, Rev. Davide Ratti welcomed us then 
we talked to one another and ate some food. 
After that, Rev. Harry Woods began his talk 
on “Priorities”, and how we must have Jesus 
first to get our priorities right and put spiritual 
things first and God will take care of the rest. He 
emphasised the need to be reading our Bibles 
every day and ensuring that we use our lives as 
God wants us to. Half way through the day we 
had a delicious lunch but the weather was so 
bad we could not go outside. 

A DAY AT DORES 
by Mina MacInnes

After lunch Mr. Woods gave the second part 
of his talk which was also about priorities. He 
told us to do the hard things first then do the 
favourite, easier things after. Twice in the day 
we split into small groups to consider what had 
been said and to answer some questions. The 
main points throughout the day were: put God 
first, others second and yourself last. At the end 
of the day we spent time socialising together 
as people started to leave then we went home 
after a very fun and interesting day at Dores 
Youth Conference.


