
May 2018
Free

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

Explorerthe



...

Subscription Details
The Explorer is published by the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) and is supplied free with the Witness 
magazine  which is published monthly. The  subscription 
rates for 2018 are:
U.K.   £27.50
Europe (Airmail)  £30.00
Overseas (Airmail) £35.00

Congregations ordering the Witness are encouraged 
to make bulk orders at the reduced rate of £24 per 
subscription per  year. The Explorer, being free, may be 
ordered separately for Sabbath Schools.

Subscriptions and orders should be sent to:
Mrs Isobel McQueer
The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr,
Inverness-shire IV2 6XF
Tel: 01808 521474
Email: subscriptions@fccontinuing.org

Puzzles
Young folk are encouraged to complete the various 
puzzles in the magazine and send them in to:
Miss Anne Macaulay 
30 Mackenzie Place,
Maryburgh IV7 8DY

Younger readers who find the questions too hard may like 
to do a drawing based on one of the articles and send it 
to the same address.

Contact the Editor
Rev Murdo A N Macleod
Free Church Manse, Skeabost Bridge, 
Isle of Skye IV51 9NP 
Tel: 01470 532725
Email: explorer@fccontinuing.org

Printed by: www.Quinnstheprinters.com (Belfast)
Design by: Donald Smith Graphic Design (Aberdeen)

Images:
Back cover:  Flora Roberts

(Unattributed articles ought not to be 
considered the work of the Editor) 

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Twitter:
@fccscot

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org

The Explorer 2

SKIPPER AND THE 
SHEPHERD’S VOICE

Skipper is very glad the snow seems to have all gone 
now! He was getting a bit fed up not getting his long 
walks and coming home wet and dirty. Well, he WILL 
roll in the snow! Needless to say we are very glad the 
snow has gone too. The Spring is a lovely time of year. 
We can see the daffodils starting to pop up out of the 
ground and the birds begin to make their nests. Out in 
the fields we can see some of the lambs that have been 
born in the last few days. The dark evenings are gone as 
the day is getting longer. We can begin to look forward 
to summer and of course Skipper can get an extra walk 
at night. Believe it or not he doesn’t much like the dark: 
which suits me fine! 

The other day we were out for our walk and passed a field 
full of sheep. Skipper tends to ignore sheep and if they 
are too near the fence he’ll cross to the other side of the 
road which is very funny because as soon as the sheep see 
Skipper they run away to the other side of the field! Just as 
we were passing we saw a tractor coming over the hill in 
the field and a man got out and started to put something 
into the big feeder. He gave a shout and all of a sudden 
one sheep must have heard him and noticed something 
was going on and started to run towards the man. Then 
another sheep followed the first one and before long all 
the sheep were running in the same direction towards 
him. They knew that he had food for them and they 
weren’t going to miss out.  
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Skipper’s 
Tales

Dear friends,
Today a very sad event is taking place in France. Many people 
have  gathered in Paris for the funeral of a French policeman 
called Arnaud Beltrame. This brave man died after he took 
the place of a hostage who was being held by some wicked 
people. The hostage was set free and Arnaud Beltrame became 
a hostage in his place. He became a substitute for the other 
person. The President of France has awarded Mr. Beltrame one 
of France’s highest honours, the Legion d’Honneur. 

Does this remind you of anything? It reminded me of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He took the place of sinners and died on 
the cross. He took all the punishment for his people’s sins and 
because he has done this they will never go to a lost eternity. 
Now, Arnaud Beltrame would have known, when he took the 
place of the other person, that it might end in his death but 
he would have hoped that he might have found some way of 
escape. Jesus, however, knew that he could not escape when 
God’s anger was poured out. He knew that he would die the 
indescribable, cursed death of the cross. But he also knew that 
he would rise again on the third day. 

There are many people at the funeral in Paris. There were few 
the day Jesus was buried. Only a few brave souls showed that 
they loved him. However we know that he has been given the 
highest honour of all. We are told in the Bible that God the Father 
has given him a name “which is above every name: That at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow”. (Philippians 2: 9-10) 

We don’t know who the other hostage was with whom Mr. 
Beltrame swapped places but, I think, we can be sure that 
they will always be grateful for what that brave man did. If 
Christ has taken our place we ought to show our gratitude by 
praising and obeying him.  Has he taken your place? Is he your 
Saviour? We are all born as prisoners of sin and Satan and we 
all need a Saviour who will take our place and there is only one 
Saviour: the Lord Jesus Christ.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

What did Skipper do when the shepherd called? 
Well, Skipper just ignored him and kept walking 
on until I called him to let him know it was time to 
go back home. As soon as I called, Skipper turned 
back immediately. The sheep had heard the man 
and answered his call but when I called Skipper 
they just ignored ME! Does this remind you of 
anything in the Bible? In John chapter 10:27 we 
read “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me”. I don’t know a lot about 
sheep really but I understand that they are able 
to pick out their own shepherd’s voice and follow 
him. Skipper is the same; he knows my voice and 
when we have visitors he’ll not go for a walk with 
them unless he is on a lead, but I just have to call 
and he will follow me.

Have you heard the voice of the Good Shepherd 
calling you? Do you know his voice and follow 
him? We often sing “The Lord’s my shepherd, 
I’ll not want”. If he is our shepherd we will lack 
no good thing. But remember it’s not enough to 
know the words of Psalm 23. We need to know 
the shepherd.
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This article is the first in a five-part series, helping you 
to understand a wonderful book written by a man 
called John Bunyan. You may well have heard of Mr 
Bunyan. He wrote the famous book called The Pilgrim’s 
Progress. If you haven’t yet read it, it should be the 
next book you read! And if you have read it already, it 
would be a good idea to read it once more, it is so good.

Mr Bunyan also wrote another book - called The Holy 
War. It is in a similar style to the parables of Jesus, where 
one story is used to teach spiritual truths. The Holy War 
is all about the city of Mansoul  ̶̶  as you can see from 
its name, this city is a picture of the soul of a man (or 
a boy, or a girl!). The city goes through many terrible 
and exciting experiences in the book. It is populated by 
fascinating people like Lord Innocent, Mr Conscience 
and Lord Understanding. The city has also many curious 
features  ̶̶  like its five special gates (Ear, Eye, Feel, Nose 
and Mouth Gate), and its glorious central fort called Heart 
Castle. It sounds like a very grand city  ̶̶  and indeed it was. 
At least, it was grand and happy at the beginning. But 
some things happen to this city in the book; some terrible 
things and some wonderful things. As we will see it isn’t 
always grand or always happy.

If you have a copy of The Holy War in your home, then 
maybe you can read along as we study, or perhaps a 
parent might read it to you on Sunday afternoons. There 
are some excellent modern versions, if you find the older 
language too difficult. 

1. Mansoul created
To begin with then, let’s look at this city called Mansoul 
as it was created. The first thing you need to know is that 
it was created by a good and wise King, as a city to glorify 
himself. This king was called El Shaddai. Can you guess 
who that represents? I am sure you can! El Shaddai is God.

Well, El Shaddai made this city for his own delight. In the 
middle of the city was a fine and sturdy palace, called 
Heart Castle. Perhaps you could draw a picture and send 
it to me of Heart Castle. This building was strong enough 
to withstand all attacks from outside. Yet it was not a 
rough or crude fortress. It was splendid and sumptuous 
enough for the great King El Shaddai himself, or his Son, 
Prince Emmanuel, or the Lord High Secretary to dwell 
in. Emmanuel is of course Jesus, and the Secretary is the 
Spirit. 

It wasn’t just Heart Castle that was strong. The whole city 
was constructed so well that no enemy could enter the 
town or force the gates, unless the people of the town 
allowed them in. You already know the five gates, from 
our introduction, and you will have noticed that each gate 
is one of our five senses. So by what we see (Eye Gate) or 
what we hear (Ear Gate) things are allowed into our soul. 
Do you have carefully guarded gates to protect your soul?

So this was a wonderful city in its construction. However 
there was more beauty still:  Mansoul had a perfect law. 
It was a city of justice, and goodness. There were no liars 



in this city, no violence in this city, only true love and care 
between all the residents! 

What a wonderful place it must have been  ̶̶  it was of 
course perfect.

As you read this, I am sure you understand Mr Bunyan’s 
point. He is speaking about our race - the race of mankind  
̶̶  as it was created by the good and loving God of heaven.

Still El Shaddai marked this city with its greatest blessing  ̶̶   
he gave it his own protection. He would come to the city 
often, and allow the people of Mansoul to meet with him 
and speak with him, and ask him anything they desired. He 
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loved to spend time in this wonderful city  ̶̶  and Mansoul 
loved her King dearly.

Can you think of how wonderful and perfect Adam and 
Eve were when God created them? We should think 
about this. It is important. It shows us God’s goodness, his 
wisdom, and his care. But we also see how very different 
we are, in our hearts, from how God first created us. We 
are not a perfect Mansoul any more.

You all know what happened. Adam and Eve disobeyed 
God and took the forbidden fruit. And this is what Mr 
Bunyan speaks about next in his book  ̶̶  which we will look 
at next month. 
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As we read this chapter we see that the Lord fulfilled his promise to Paul (Chapter 23:11) and took him to Rome, but 
not in the way in which Paul expected. He would arrive in Rome as a prisoner. God keeps his promises to his people 
in HIS way and not in ours. This means, amongst other things, that we need to exercise childlike patience.

A HARD VOYAGE (vv 1 - 20)
At first the voyage went smoothly and they sailed past Cyprus. Winter storms were now beginning and Paul advised 
the captain not to sail beyond Crete. However the captain and the centurion who was escorting Paul thought they 
knew better. They sailed on and went straight into a storm! Soon the sailors lost all control of the ship and they were 
driven along according to the direction of the wind. As the days passed most of them began to give up all hope of 
surviving.

PAUL GIVES AN ASSURANCE (vv 21 - 38)
At this point Paul announced that God had sent an angel to tell him that, although it did not look like it, they would 
all make it ashore. They would get ashore, not at Rome but on an island which turned out to be Malta. Once more 
we see the Lord working in an unexpected way. God’s promise to get them all ashore would be fulfilled but it would 
happen through a shipwreck! We read that some of the sailors tried to get to safety in their own way but Paul 
warned that this was not God’s way (vv 30 -31). The Roman soldiers believed Paul, obviously impressed by his calm 
trust in the Lord. Because they believed and respected the Apostle they kept the crew in order. 

Calmly Paul takes some food and gives thanks to God for their food and his promises (v35). What a powerful witness 
that was. Isn’t this an excellent example of how we should behave if we are the Lord’s? Then he gave them another 
good example as he waited patiently for the day and the time of God’s deliverance. 

GOD GIVES A DELIVERANCE (vv 39 - 44)
The sailors guided the ship to run aground on rocks (or perhaps a sandbank) near the shore and jumped into the 
sea. By one means or another, some swimming, others holding onto something that would float, they all made it to 
shore. This reminds us of the way in which God’s people individually reach the shore of heaven after great trials of 
faith and endurance.

As we leave this chapter can I draw your attention back to Paul’s words in verse 23? He speaks of the Lord as the one 
“whose I am, and whom I serve”. Can you say this? Are you the Lord’s and do you live to serve him? If you are his, 
then at the end of the voyage of your life, you will reach heaven and you will be able to say with Joshua (Chapter 
23:14) after he came to the promised land, “Not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God 
spake”.

BIBLE FACT FILE

The Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 27
The Voyage to Rome



What Do They Have In Common?

Name: ...................................................................................

Age: ......................................................................................

Congregation: .......................................................................

Address: ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize -  Michelle Ross  

Runners up 
Ness - Hugh MacDonald Murray MacDonald, 
Annie MacDonald Owen MacDonald
Partick - Kenny MacKinnon     Lochgilphead - Emily Craig

7 May 2018

Esther  |  Vashti  |  Athaliah

__________________________

CHRIST DIED FOR SINNERS

David  |  Nebuchadnezzar  |  Solomon 

__________________________

Joseph  |  Judah  |  Benjamin

__________________________

Matthew  |  Judas  |  Thomas 

__________________________

Baal  |  Dagan  |  Molech 

__________________________

Aaron  |  Zechariah  |  Eli 

__________________________

Asaph  |  David  |  Moses 

__________________________

Shem  |  Ham  |  Japheth 

__________________________

Gideon  |  Samson  |  Jephthah 

__________________________

Haggai  |  Isaiah  |  Jeremiah 

__________________________
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Spring 
Conference 

2018
Children’s 

Activities 
(Part 1)

On Friday 30th March, more than twenty children between 
the ages of 2 and 11 years came to the Spring Conference… 
maybe you were one of them! Some children came along 
for part of the day, and others stayed the whole day. It 
was exciting to be in a different building this year, and we 
were all very grateful for the use of three rooms, which 
meant we could spread out and enjoy our activities more 
than in previous years!

In the crèche, most of the children were 2 or 3 years old. 
They were learning about the story of Ruth. They looked 
and listened as they were read a book. Afterwards, their 
favourite activity of the morning was gathering barley! 
The helpers in the crèche scattered laminated “barley” on 
the floor all around the room, and the children picked the 
pieces up very enthusiastically.

The 5-11 year olds started their morning session with some 
singing.  They warmed up their voices doing some exercises 
using the Modulator, and then sang “All people that on 
earth do dwell” (Psalm 100) to the tune Old 100th. Do you 
know this Psalm and tune?

After singing, they too, spent the rest of the morning 
learning about Ruth. Their learning started by handling 
a dried barley sheaf. None of the boys and girls at the 
conference had ever touched barley before. In fact, they 
had lots of guesses, but most of them were not even sure 
what it was until they were told. Everybody found it prickly 
to touch, and little bits broke off quite easily! After the 

barley had been put to one side, the children listened to 
the story and completed two different workbooks. Some 
of the children could not read and write very easily yet, 
so their task was to draw and colour pictures of some of 
the main events in Ruth’s life. Meanwhile, older children 
completed “fill the gaps” worksheets, a wordsearch, 
and then rewrote the story in their own words. After the 
workbooks had been completed, all of the children made 
a beautiful woven barley bookmark. This was one of their 
favourite tasks. Maybe they will keep the bookmark in their 
Bible! 

During these activities, the children learned from the story 
of Ruth that God always looks after His people. This is true 
even when very sad and difficult things happen in our lives. 
They also learned that just as Boaz was a redeemer when 
he bought Elimelech’s land and married Ruth, Jesus is the 
Redeemer of His people. Jesus paid the price for our sins 
when he died on the cross. Now sinners can be forgiven, 
and become His people.

After concentrating so well and working hard at their 
activities during the morning, it was lovely to see lots of the 
children playing together at lunchtime. When lunch came 
to an end, we said goodbye to some who were leaving. The 
others went to the main conference Psalmody Session with 
their parents for more singing.

Next time God willing, we will have a report on what the 
children did in the afternoon session.


