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SKIPPER GETS 
AN INFECTION

As you all know, Skipper is usually very keen to get in 
the car if we are going anywhere. One of his favourite 
places is Loch Ness. I’m sure you will have heard about 
Loch Ness and the famous monster. Well, monster or 
not, Skipper loves to sniff around the side of the loch 
and have a good run about. One nice day just a couple 
of weeks ago we decided to take Skipper down to the 
loch. As usual we packed a little picnic, including a wee 
box of treats for Skipper and, of course, his bowl and 
some water.  Off we went but he wasn’t too enthusiastic 
to get in the car and unusually for him just stayed where 
he was and didn’t try his usual trick of climbing over 
the back seat to try and join us in the front. Of course, 
this is a very dangerous trick and we have had to be 
quite hard on him and make him do what he is told for 
his safety and ours. When we got to the loch Skipper 
just wandered about a little and then lay down. It was 
a nice day and he does love to lie in the sun but it was a 
bit unusual for him to be lying around when there were 
new places to sniff! 

The next day we noticed he wasn’t very well and he was 
just not interested in anything so we decided we would 
have to take him to see the vet. As you know, a vet is a 
doctor for animals. Vets are very clever people because, 
unlike doctors, vets can’t ask their patients what is wrong 
with them! Skipper’s vet is a very nice man and very kind 
and Skipper obviously sensed this. He allowed the vet to 
examine him and was very, very, good. The vet decided 
he had an infection and gave him some medicine to 
take and told us he should be better within a week. The 
medicine worked and sure enough Skipper is back to his 
old self again. Skipper didn’t like taking the medicine and 
we had to make sure he took it all. He didn’t understand 
that it was necessary to make him better. 

All this made me think of us humans. We are all sick. 
Maybe you are thinking, Well, I’m not sick right now. Ah, 
but the Bible tells us that we are all suffering from the 
effects of sin and we can’t make ourselves better. Left to 



Dear friends,
If you have ever visited our church at Snizort on the 
Isle of Skye, or even seen a picture of it, you will 
know that it is a big white building. Recently it hasn’t 
looked as white: it was needing to be painted again. 
In the last two weeks some people have been hard 
at work and it is beginning to look better day by day.

Although the church had begun to look grubby and 
in need of a fresh coat of paint the building itself 
couldn’t do anything about it. After all, it couldn’t 
paint itself, could it? Well, we might laugh at the idea 
of a building painting itself, but don’t we often try and 
make ourselves look better and whiter in God’s eyes 
than we really are? But just as the church couldn’t 
paint itself white, we are unable to clean up all the 
grubby, dirty stains of sin. We need someone else to 
come and do it for us. We need the Lord to make us 
clean, not just on the outside, but deep inside. There 
are many promises in the Bible that the Lord will do 
this for us if, truly sorry and repenting of our sin, we 
come to him for forgiveness. In Isaiah we read these 
words, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool”.

The painters who advised us about the work told us 
we had to get the right materials or the paint wouldn’t 
last very long. We can try and clean up our lives but 
it won’t last very long. Soon the old sins will show 
through. However if we have been forgiven and 
cleansed through the saving work and shed blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ it will stand the test of time. 
Indeed it will be able to stand  throughout all eternity 
itself. Are you like the church building: in need of being 
cleaned and made white? What a blessing if the Lord 
has already done this in your life.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor
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Skipper’s 
Tales

ourselves we will only get worse and worse. We do not 
know where Skipper’s infection came from but we do 
know where the evil infection of sin came from. When 
Adam sinned he, along with all of us, was infected with 
this deadly infection. Thankfully Skipper’s infection was 
not so bad that it might have killed him (some infections 
are) but sin always kills the sinner. “For the wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

I’m sure you also know that there is only one person 
who can make us better, who can heal us completely and 
make us completely new again: the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Bible tells us of many occasions when Jesus healed 
sick people of physical illnesses when he was here on 
earth but more important he is able to heal our souls 
from the sickness of sin. He died at Calvary so that those 
who believe on him can be made truly whole again. Just 
as Skipper had to go to the vet (and we have to go to 
the doctor when we are sick) we have to go to Jesus and 
ask him to heal us and make us whole. Skipper is much 
happier now; he is trying to climb over the car seats 
again! We can never be truly happy until the Lord does 
his own healing work in our hearts. Isn’t it time we all 
sought his help?



Congratulations to all 
who took part in the 
examinations and special 
congratulations to this 
year’s prize winners.

Bible Class Grade

Prizewinner:  
Susanna MacDonald, 
Stornoway

Cross – Hugh MacDonald, 
Kirsty Morrison, 
Murray MacDonald, 
Felicity MacLeod

Duthil-Dores – Emily Hutton

Knock & Point – Alexander MacLeod, 
Ruaraidh MacLeod

Partick – Kenny MacKinnon, 
Mairi MacKinnon

Stornoway – Lily Craig, 
Thomas Craig, 
Susanna MacDonald,  
Calvin MacKenzie

Tarbat – Ethan C. MacLeod

  Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations 2017-2018

Bible Class Prizewinner: Susanna MacDonald, Stornoway

Grade 2 Prizewinner: Sarah Craig, Stornoway
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  Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations 2017-2018
Grade 2

Prizewinner:  
Sarah Craig, 
Stornoway

Cross – Heidi MacLeod,  
Annie MacDonald

Duthil-Dores – Callum Arie Morrison, 
Lewis Fraser, 
Kenneth J Hutton,  
Jonathan Brooks, 
Lois Brooks

Stornoway – Sarah Craig, 
Lydia MacDonald, 
John MacDonald, 
Katie MacKenzie

Tarbat – Malcolm S. MacLeod
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Maurine Murchison 
Memorial Prize

Duthil-Dores:   
GRADE 1 – Anna Marie Morrison 

GRADE 3 – Callum Arie Morrison 

      
  

Shorter Catechism Diploma

Silver:   
Stornoway – John MacDonald, 
Thomas Craig 

Anna Marie Morrison and her brother Callum Arie Morrison



Let’s meet... The Moderator!
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In May the General Assembly of our church 
met in Edinburgh. This year the Moderator 
was Rev. David M. Blunt. 

Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed by the Explorer. 
Could we begin by asking about your childhood?
I was born and brought up in the south-east of England, 
where my parents were from, along with a younger 
brother and sister. We lived in a small village which in 
those days had its own school, shop and post office, but 
all these have now gone. There were several farms and 
lots of open space, which we enjoyed exploring. I seem to 
remember that a lot of my time was spent playing football 
with my friends! I went to secondary school in the nearby 
town of Alton, and my favourite subject was geography. 
My family did not go to church, but there were times 
when I wondered what the world was all about. There 
was a Christian group at school and I went to one or two 
of their meetings.

You must have been interested in science because you 
studied it at university but, in God’s providence, you 
made a far greater discovery than you expected?
After studying Environmental Science at university in 
Wales I moved to Dundee to do research. That was in 
1980. I had been thinking a lot about life in general, and 
my own life in particular, as I was not persuaded that what 
I had been taught in science was a believable explanation 

for the existence of the universe and especially for such 
a creature as man. If the ‘big bang’ and the theory of 
evolution are true, then there is really no ultimate purpose 
or meaning for us. We are born, we live and we die – and 
that’s it! Yet the works of creation and providence are 
declaring to us that there is a God, and our conscience 
tells us that their witness is true. I began to read the Bible 
for myself, to find out what it had to say, and in that way I 
met the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour I needed as a guilty 
sinner and as someone who was far from God.

I know that the Lord has given you a great desire to share 
the Gospel with other people and it was that desire, 
above all else, that led you into the work of the ministry, 
wasn’t it?
That’s correct. It seemed to me that having discovered 
the greatest treasure of all – Jesus Christ, the “pearl of 
great price” (Matt. 13:46) – I had a duty to tell others of 
him. If Christ had lovingly given his life to rescue me from 
the lost eternity in hell which I deserved, then I should be 
willing to serve him in whatever way he wanted. When I 
was converted I had an interest in the ministry, but having 
little in terms of a Christian background I needed to grow 
in knowledge and experience before I could really consider 
it as a calling. The Lord directed me and provided for me 
in wonderful ways during the period before I entered the 
ministry. He truly is the hearer and answerer of prayer 
(Psa. 65:2; 40:5)!Rev. David M. Blunt, Moderator, and his wife Sybil

Outside their home in North Uist



You spent some years in Aberdeen as a minister. What 
are your memories of that time?
I hardly knew Aberdeen before going there. The 
Presbytery of Edinburgh & Perth (now part of the 
Southern Presbytery) sent me to the ‘Granite City’ in 2000 
as an Evangelist/Church Planter and I remained there 
for nearly seven years. There was a small congregation, 
including people from the Western Isles who had moved 
to Aberdeen for work, and also young people who came 
to study. Some professed faith during those years, which 
was very encouraging, and we enjoyed fellowship with 
the Lord’s people from other congregations who visited 
frequently. There was plenty of opportunity to distribute 
Christian literature and to get into conversations with 
those who were not believers and who had little idea 
of what the Bible teaches. It is good to know that the 
congregation has prospered and now has its own place 
of worship.

It was during that time that you got married. I’m sure 
you saw the Lord’s hand in that too. He provides for our 
needs, doesn’t He?
Second to salvation, marriage is probably the greatest 
blessing we can receive from God. It is one which He gives 
in his kindness and wisdom. For various reasons, not every 
Christian will marry: the Lord may have some special work 
for them to do. Those who do marry should seek God’s 
guidance in the matter and make sure that the one who 
is going to be their closest companion in life and share all 
their experiences is a believer in Christ and of the same 
mind in the things of the Lord. A husband and wife are 
to love one another and support each other practically 
and spiritually, and we have found that a great help in 
the work of the ministry and in caring for a congregation. 
The Lord has given us fourteen happy years together, for 
which we are very thankful to Him.

You have now been minister in North Uist & Grimsay for 
over ten years. Could you tell us a little about the Uists 
and the congregation there?
It would be helpful to have a map to hand! The Uists are 
in the middle of a chain of islands off the west coast of 
Scotland known as the Outer Hebrides, which stretch 
from Lewis in the north to Barra and Vatersay in the south. 
North Uist is predominantly Protestant and South Uist is 
Roman Catholic; in between is Benbecula, which has a 
mixed population. Grimsay is a small island to the south 
of North Uist, being linked by a causeway. In North Uist, 
Grimsay and Berneray (another small island to the north 
of North Uist, and also linked by a causeway) there are 
about 1,500 people in total. We are a small congregation 
and most of our people come from North Uist or Grimsay. 
Our place of worship is at Bayhead, a township on the 
west side of North Uist. Almost all of the congregation 
speak Gaelic and in our services some of our singings are 
in Gaelic. To travel to the mainland we have to get the 
ferry from Lochmaddy on the east side of North Uist to 

Uig in the Isle of Skye, or the plane from Benbecula via 
Stornoway in Lewis and then to Inverness.

I’m sure some of the Lord’s people in North Uist have 
shared with you some stories of times in the past when 
God’s Spirit was at work in a powerful way in that area.
The older people in North Uist and the neighbouring 
islands are able to remember a day when there was a fear 
of God in the community, and many more went to church 
than do so now. In former times most people worked 
on the land or at fishing, and as a result they were more 
dependent upon the Lord to supply their needs than we 
tend to be today. It is humbling to learn of the distances 
people used to walk to the house of God then, over the 
moorland and hills and in all weathers! Communion 
seasons were great occasions, attended by hundreds and 
sometimes held in the open air, and it was often then that 
“showers of blessing” (Ezek. 34:26) fell from heaven, and 
people came to know Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

Did you have a lot of preparation to do before the 
Assembly?
To be Moderator of the General Assembly is both a great 
honour and a great responsibility. Certain preparations 
must be made. The Moderator-Designate writes an 
Address to be given to the Assembly and he drafts the 
Loyal & Dutiful Address which the Assembly sends to Her 
Majesty the Queen [you can read both of these in this 
month’s Free Church Witness – Editor]. The Moderator 
must obviously be familiar with the procedures at the 
Assembly and with the business which is expected to 
come up. However the most important thing that needs 
to be done, as with everything in the Christian life, is to 
bring the burden of our duty, and the sense of weakness 
we have regarding it, to the Lord, whose grace is sufficient 
for us. The apostle Paul could say, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13), and 
it is my sincere hope that the young people of our Church 
will find it to be the same for them, as they put their trust 
in the Lord.

Mr Blunt and Sybil relax at home

7 July / August 2018



Whose Clothes?
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Across 
1. Who had a very colourful coat? Gen 37 v 3
2. Whose coat was woven from the top throughout in one piece? John 19 v 23
3. Who left his cloak at Troas? 2 Timothy 4 v 13
4. Whose mantle did Elisha get? 2 Kings 2 12-13
5.	 Who	was	clothed	in	purple	and	fine	linen?	Luke 16 v 19
6.	 Who	beginning	with	A	was	wrapped	in	his	coat	and	hat	and	thrown	into	a	fire?		 	
 Daniel 3 v 21

Down 
1. Who wore a coat of camel’s hair? Matthew 3 v 4
2. Who put sackcloth on to 
 mourn for his son when 
 his son was still alive? 
 Gen 37 v 34 
 (look at the text)
3. Whose clothes were made 
 of blue and of gold and of 
 purple and scarlet? 
 Exodus 28 v 15
4. Who made clothes out 
	 of	fig	leaves?	
 Gen 3 v 7
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Name: ...................................................................................

Age: ......................................................................................

Congregation: .......................................................................

Address: ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize -  Kenny MacKinnon

Runners up   
Stornoway - John MacDonald,  Peter MacDonald,  George 
Kenneth MacDonald,  Lydia MacDonald,  Susanna MacDonald, 
Sarah Craig, David Craig, Thomas Craig 


