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SKIPPER AND 
THE BIG BOX

As you all know, Skipper, like all dogs, loves his 
walks and is always half way up the road before you 
can shut the gate! Well, a few days ago we were 
just leaving and opening the gate when a delivery 
van pulled up. Skipper knew the driver very well 
and they are great pals as he is our regular delivery 
man and they have met a few times, so they had a 
few minutes of excitement and fun before the man 
opened the back door and pulled out a large box.  

Skipper is very wary of large boxes and anything slightly 
unusual and always backs off to a safe distance. I left the 
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Skipper’s 
Tales

Dear friends,
The summer seems a long time ago, doesn’t it? Do you 
remember what you were doing during the summer? 
Amongst other things I spent a few days helping 
demolish an old house. From the outside the house 
actually looked quite good. It was very old, but it had 
recently been painted. However, when we looked 
a little deeper we discovered real problems. All the 
wood in the building was infected with woodworm 
and dry rot. They turn good, strong, hard, wood into 
useless dust and, sooner or later, a building infected 
with these problems will be liable for trouble when a 
big storm comes. We took the house apart and all the 
wood had to be burnt on a big fire. 

Just as that old house was examined, one day our 
lives will be examined by the Lord and even if we 
look fine on the outside that will not be enough. Like 
woodworm and dry rot, sin has ruined our hearts and 
lives. We cannot live the lives God wants us to live. 
And furthermore, unless these sins have been forgiven 
and our hearts changed by God’s Spirit, God will find 
the rottenness of sin hidden away in our souls and we 
will lose our souls. The Bible tells us that nothing that 
defiles can enter heaven and sin defiles everything 
it comes in contact with. We need our sinful hearts 
changed by the Lord before that day of examination 
comes.

In 2nd Corinthians chapter 5 the apostle Paul compares 
our bodies to a house which will, one day, have to come 
down. As a Christian Paul knew that when that day 
came he would go to heaven. He had a better building 
“not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”. Do you 
have that hope for that day when the end comes? Has 
the old sinful heart already come down to be replaced 
by a new heart made by the Lord himself?

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

man to go to the house and hand the box in and Skipper 
and I went off. We didn’t get very far! Skipper wasn’t 
happy about leaving and he turned straight round and 
ran back into the house. I wonder if he thought there was 
something in the box for him, or did he think it might pose 
some danger to his master; who knows? 

When we got home, Dad was in the process of opening the 
big box. Skipper is very careful to keep a distance between 
him and anything he is not sure of and he was not sure at 
all of this big box. He went under the kitchen table and 
watched from a safe place. For the next half hour he had 
a very exciting time. Once the box was opened he thought 
it would be fun to run around and generally get in the way 
as the contents were being taken out. It turned out the 
contents were not very interesting to a dog. It was some 
equipment for the bowling club. It had to be put together 
and of course as soon as Skipper sees tools he really backs 
off, so he stood half way in the kitchen door peeking out 
to see what was happening.

It is always exciting when a parcel arrives, especially if it is 
a gift and you don’t know who sent it or what is in it until 
you open it. I am sure you have all had this sort of parcel, 
perhaps for your birthday. It is always good to get a gift and 
it is also good to send gifts. It always makes us feel happy, 
either to receive something and enjoy the excitement of 
opening it or to send something to someone you care 
about and think about them opening and enjoying it.  

The Bible has a lot to say about gifts. In the book of Second 
Kings we read of the visit to King Solomon by the Queen 
of Sheba and the magnificent gifts they gave each other. 
It also talks about gifts that God gives and some of them 
are not quite so easy to understand. They don’t come 
in parcels.   God’s gifts are more precious than anything 
that can be parcelled up: gifts such as peace, love and joy. 
See if you can get someone to help you find where these 
gifts are mentioned in the Bible. The greatest gift of all 
that God gave of course was his son Jesus, who came to 
live in the world and to die so that sinners who believe in 
him can have their sins forgiven. Ask God to give you the 
gift of faith so that you too can believe in Jesus and know 
that forgiveness and then you will also receive the gift of 
peace. Lots of our gifts break or get old or we just get tired 
of them, but the gifts that God gives last forever.
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When the Reformation 
came to Scotland
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In our previous articles in this series we have 
seen how corrupt and ungodly things had become 
throughout the Roman Catholic Church. We have 
looked at Martin Luther and the awful corruptions 
in Germany. Were things any better in Scotland? 
Sadly not; in fact, Scotland’s Roman Catholic 
Church in the 1500s was arguably the most 
corrupt in Europe. Owning vast wealth, it also held 
appointments in government, education and other 
key positions. It was free from taxes but could 
itself tax others: it effectively taxed funerals where 
priests were known to confiscate a poor widow’s 
only cow as a payment. As people saw this sort of 
thing they became disgusted. However, leaders 
were required who could bring change and the Lord 
would raise up several brave, selfless men who 
would be key to the early Scottish Reformation. 
This month’s article will focus on Patrick Hamilton 
and George Wishart who paid for their beliefs with 
their lives and next month we will look at the most 
famous of all Scotland’s Reformers — John Knox.

1) The ‘Reek’ of the Martyrs’ flames
Patrick Hamilton (1504-1528) was a great-grandson of 
King James II, and at his death was a distant cousin of 
the 15-year-old King James V. Given the title ‘Abbot of 
Fearn,’ Ross-shire in 1517, he had an income to finance 
an education at the University of Paris.  Whilst in France 
he read some of Luther’s writings and these greatly 

impressed Hamilton, but upon returning to St Andrews 
University in 1524 he would find laws banning Lutheran 
views and books. Summoned by Archbishop James Beaton 
for being guilty of heresy or false teaching Hamilton fled 
to Germany in 1527. Here he met Luther in Wittenberg 
and produced a number of statements, named Patrick’s 
Places. These statements taught Justification by Faith 
alone, and were the first Scottish Reformation publication. 

Later that Autumn he returned to Scotland not only to 
preach against the errors of Romanism, but to emphasise 
salvation in Christ alone – a ministry used in the conversion 
of his brother, sister and many nobles. Tricked, captured, 
tried and found guilty of heresy on the morning of 29th 
February 1528, young Patrick Hamilton was sentenced 
to be burned to death; and later that day the fire was lit 
around him, but the fire was not properly prepared and 
the flames remained low which prolonged his terrible, 
painful agony for hours before his suffering ended. Rome 
has never repented of this, or of many similar crimes. 
How could the Roman Catholic Church do such things?  
The sinfulness of our hearts is the only answer. 

His death was, of course, also intended as a warning to 
others not to follow his example. However, as is often the 
case the Lord used the wickedness of these men against 
themselves. It was said to Archbishop Beaton that burning 
young Patrick Hamilton was having the opposite effect 
to what was intended, ‘the reek [the smoke] of Master 
Patrick Hamilton has infected as many as it blew upon’. 
The truth, instead of dying, spread.



2) Death cannot quench the Soul
The gentle, noble and godly George Wishart (1513-
1546) was forced to flee Scotland in 1538 after accepting 
Lutheranism at University.  Returning to Scotland in 1543 
he preached throughout the countryside.  After preaching 
a series of sermons from the Epistle to the Romans at 
Dundee, he was forced to leave the city. However, he 
would return soon afterwards when Dundee was struck 
with plague. He bravely pastored the living, the sick and 
the dying, and preached an appropriate and famous 
sermon from Ps. 107:20 and afterwards the city was won 
for the Reformation. It was through his preaching that 
John Knox was led to the truth and converted to Christ.  

An assassination attempt on Wishart led Knox, equipped 
with a double-bladed sword, (for these were dangerous 
times) to become his bodyguard, but, sadly, Wishart was 
betrayed and taken to St Andrews Cathedral, under a 
charge of believing what we believe today. After a mock 
trial he was declared guilty on 20th February 1546 and 
was burned to death on the 1st March.  He was only 34 
years old. Knox gives an account of Wishart’s last words: 
‘Albeit it [the fire] be bitter to the flesh, and fearful before 
men yet is it the [entrance] into eternal life, which none 
shall possess that deny Christ Jesus before this wicked 
generation’. 

Today in Scotland we have the Bible in our own languages 
and we can gather freely to worship the Lord as he should 
be worshipped. The Gospel is still being preached and, as 
yet, such preaching has not been outlawed. However, we 
should always remember that these great blessings could 
be taken from us because Satan is as active as ever he was 
and we should also remember with grateful hearts how 
much it cost others to purchase these freedoms for us. 
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Last month we read of Paul’s terrible trouble in Jerusalem. At the close of chapter 21 we saw that he was given an 
opportunity to defend himself. In this chapter we hear his defence.

HOW CHRIST MET PAUL (vv 1 - 10)
Paul began by telling the crowd about himself. He explained that just like them he was a Jew, brought up to know 
God’s Law and worship him. For years he had believed that all of this was enough to save him. He had persecuted 
the Christians because they taught that we are saved through Jesus and not through our efforts to keep the Law. 

Paul admits that he had not been seeking Christ but Christ had been seeking him and on the way to Damascus he had 
met with him. He had been on his way there in order to commit more sin because of his defiant unbelief in Christ. 
Despite all his knowledge he had been spiritually very ignorant (v 8) and he needed Christ to reveal himself to him 
(Galatians 1: 15 - 16). None of the men with Paul had seen what he saw or heard what he heard but Paul from that 
day was a changed man, changed by Christ and his whole life would be different from that day forward (v10). Has 
your life been changed as Paul’s was? Have you met Christ? Do you pray for this?

HOW PAUL SERVED CHRIST (vv 11 - 30)
That meeting with the risen Lord led to Paul having friendship and fellowship with other Christians including Ananias.  
Paul received baptism as a sign that he was now a member of the visible church. In verses 14 - 16 we are told of 
several things which are necessary if we are ever to serve Christ. We must be chosen by him and know his (revealed) 
will. We must hear his voice through his Word and follow him as the Word guides us. Finally we must be ready to be 
witnesses of what he has shown and told us and in all of this we must be praying to the Lord.

The Lord told Paul that these people in Jerusalem would not accept his testimony about  Jesus. Things turned out 
exactly as the Lord had said. They listened to Paul for a while but when he spoke of the Gentiles coming into the 
church they began to shout out in protest. Indeed things got so unpleasant that he was, once more, in danger of his 
life. They “lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.”
 
As in the previous chapter Paul was kept safe by the Roman captain who took him into the safety of the citadel and 
ordered his accusers to appear in court to prove the allegations they had made against him. Christians are free to use 
the law to defend themselves against wickedness and false accusations. Next month we shall hear of Paul’s defence 
before the authorities. 

BIBLE FACT FILE

The Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 22
Paul’s Testimony Rejected



Who Am I?

Name: .....................................................................................
Age: ................................................................
Congregation: .........................................................................
Address: .................................................................................
................................................................................................
................................................................................................
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1. I was very sad 
because the walls of 

Jerusalem were broken down.

2. I sent an arrow prayer to God.

3. I rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.

Who am I?

 ___________________

1. I am known 
for the miracles God 

performed through me.

2. I told a man that he would 
be healed from his leprosy if he 

dipped himself in the river Jordan.

3. I had a very foolish and 
greedy servant.

Who am I?

 ___________________

1. I wrote lots of 
prophecies about Jesus.

2. I wrote the longest 
book of the Bible not 

by chapters but by verses.

3. I saw seraphims with wings.

Who am I?

 ___________________

1. I am known 
for the miracles God

 performed through me.

2. I didn’t die: 
I was taken to Heaven.

3. God answered my 
prayer and sent fire.

Who am I?

 ___________________
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A DAY AT THE BOTANIC GARDENS

On the 3rd of June the Partick, Knightswood, Shettleston, Ayr and Edinburgh congregations went to the Glasgow 
Botanic Gardens, on Great Western Road, Glasgow, for their annual joint congregational outing.

The weather on the previous days was not great and when our day came it was dull with rain forecast.  A number 
turned up and we almost managed to finish eating our lunch  outdoors before the rain came.

The rain lasted most of the afternoon meaning that all had to resort to occupying their time indoors meaning that 
none of the usual activities normally associated with our outing could go ahead.

Still the ladies enjoyed watching the wedding party as they arrived for the wedding held in the Gardens during the 
afternoon!

It was good to meet with others on the day, especially with the minibus load of people from Edinburgh. Despite the 
rain we are thankful to the Lord.


