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SKIPPER’S SUMMER

How was your summer? By the time you read this 
you will be back at your school books or going along 
to nursery and the long summer holidays will just 
be a memory.   When the school closed at the end of 
term you would have looked forward to not having 
to get up so early and go to school. Weeks and 
weeks of no homework and just long summer days 
to play and have fun.    

Skipper had a good summer. Of course, he doesn’t go to 
school so he doesn’t know anything about holidays: in 
fact, every day is a sort of holiday time for him.  He enjoys 
playing with his toys in the garden and running about. But 
in the summer he particularly enjoys it when the sun is 
shining and it is hot, just lying around doing nothing but 
snoozing and keeping an eye on the gate in case someone 
should visit.  He loves people visiting and of course in 
summer time very often people pop in who are up in the 
Highlands on holiday for a cup of tea and so that we can 
catch up on each other’s news.   These are lovely visits but 
the best visits for Skipper are when people come to stay 
for a few days, particularly if it is young people because 
then he knows he’ll get some fun and play and not have 
to sit listening to boring adults talking!   

Has your summer been like this?  Perhaps you have 
enjoyed going to a Holiday Club, or maybe you have been 
to a church Camp or on 
holiday with your family.  
Maybe you just stayed 
at home but enjoyed 
being able to do different 
things from the normal 
school routines. Have 
you had visitors come to 
stay?  At home or away 
summer time is always 
a wee bit different from 
our day to day lives. At 
the same time it is always 
good to be able to tell our 
friends, when we meet 
up with them again, what 
we did in the holidays!  
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Skipper’s 
Tales

Dear friends,
The other day one of our elders and I were in the 
car on our way to conduct worship in a home 
for the elderly. As we drove along the road we 
saw a flock of seagulls running about together in 
the middle of the road. There was something on 
the road that they wanted to get: probably food 
of one kind or another. In any case, it was all 
very dangerous as they had to try and avoid the 
oncoming traffic from both directions. Indeed 
one of the cars ahead of us almost hit one of the 
birds but still they kept coming back.

We remarked that this is just how sin is. It is dangerous:  
in fact it is deadly, but we are so attracted to it that 
despite dangers and warnings we can’t stay away. We 
need the Holy Spirit to change our hearts so that we 
come to hate the sin we once loved. Part of the problem 
is that we deceive ourselves. We persuade ourselves 
that things will work out well for us. We can play with 
sin and ignore all the warnings we get and somehow 
we will manage to avoid what the Bible tells us is 
unavoidable. Like the seagulls we believe that we can 
avoid all the dangers and just keep going on as we are.

Well, the lesson of the seagulls had one more point to 
make. On the way home about an hour later, there, 
beside the road, lay one of the seagulls —dead! It hadn’t 
got away! Perhaps it was the one which was nearly hit 
by that car. Maybe it was another one but in any case it 
didn’t get away. The Bible tells us to “be sure your sin 
will find you out.” (Numbers 32:23)  We need to flee 
from sin and flee to Christ who can save us from our sins 
and change our sinful hearts. Will the other seagulls 
learn their lesson? Well, they might be more careful 
for a little while but I suspect they will soon forget. Isn’t 
that so like us? Have you fled from the deadly danger of 
sin to the Saviour before it is all too late?

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

Sometimes there will be new clothes and books as school 
work begins again and, fun as summer is, it is good to get 
back to normal.   

We have had a very busy summer and had to go places 
where we couldn’t take Skipper so he has done a bit of 
visiting of his own.  He is very popular with our friends 
and some of them are happy to have him stay.  He gets so 
excited when he sees the signs of us going and as long as 
we put his favourite soft teddy and toy cow in his bed and 
plenty of treats he will quite happily go off.  Maybe you 
have gone to stay with family and left your own home for 
a wee while.  It is always exciting but isn’t it always good 
to get back to your own bed? I know Skipper loves being 
back and he’ll come home looking for all the things he’s 
missed while he was away!  Of course, we always get a 
great welcome as if we’ve been away for years instead of 
a few days, I don’t think he has a very good idea of time!   

Now things are back to the usual routine and very soon 
we settle back in to school and work and it all becomes 
a nice memory.  If you were at Holiday Club or Camp I 
am sure you would have been given verses to remember.  
Remembering is when you learn something and store it 
in your memory.  God wants us to try and remember as 
much of his Word as we can so that when we are happy 
or sad or a wee bit mixed up we have his Word to comfort 
us or remind us how to put things right by praying to him 
and giving him our problems.  A very good verse to learn is 
Ps 119:11 “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 

not sin against thee”.  Get 
someone to help you to 
learn it.  If we hide God’s 
Word in our heart, which 
is the same as putting it 
in our memory then we 
will be more able to say 
no when we are tempted 
to do wrong things.  It is 
good to have memories 
of summer to keep us 
going in the long winter 
days but even better to 
have God’s Word in our 
memory to help us and 
guide us.
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Spring Conference 2017
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A very lively group of children gathered together at 
the Spring Conference this year, including several who 
hadn’t been before.  We started off the day by learning 
one another’s names, and singing some verses from the 
Psalms.

As there was a wide span of ages in the group, there 
were different activities for pre-school and primary-
school-age children.

The preschool group’s learning themes were Noah and 
the Ark, and Daniel in the Den of Lions.  They had story 
books to listen to and look at, along with toy arks and 
lions they could play with. Some of the children created 
ark collages and lions’ faces. 

The first activity for school-age children was to make 
a bookmark which reminded us that Jesus said the 
Kingdom of Heaven is so precious and valuable it is like a 
Pearl of Great Price. (Matthew 13v.45-46)  We coloured 
in the text on the bookmark, and tied a bead that looked 
like a pearl onto the bookmark’s ribbon.  

After that, we talked together on what we knew about 
honey and where it was mentioned in the Bible. We 

Note to parents: It would be very much appreciated if all parents who wish to make use of the crèche facility 
at the conference would ensure they have booked well in advance of the day.  This is important so we can be 
aware what ages of children will be there, what adult support is required, and be organised with sufficient and 
appropriate teaching materials for all the children – thank you!

looked at some honeycomb, and then everyone got the 
chance to taste a little bit of the honeycomb on a spoon.  
This helped us to realise how sweet it was.  We then 
created posters with a honeycomb design, and a Bible 
text from Psalm 119 : 103 that describes the Word of 
God as being sweeter than honey to our mouth.

The third activity for school age children was to look 
into what the Bible says about clay. We watched a short 
video-clip which showed a potter working with clay and 
making a beautiful pot.  This helped us to understand the 
verse in Jeremiah 18:6 that says God is like the potter and 
we are like clay.  He moulds us.  Then we experimented 
with clay, and learned to make some pots.  There was 
a bit of competition to see who could make the tallest 
one!

We finished off by choosing a favourite Bible story to 
draw a picture of.

A big thank you is due to all the adult helpers who spent 
the day supporting us. Thank you also to Glenn and Myra 
Fraser who kindly donated sweeties to take home at the 
end of the day!  We hope to learn more about God’s 
Word next Spring Conference, D.V.  
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If you have read Skipper’s Tale you will have been 
reminded of the Summer holidays and the new 
school term which has now started. The Bible has 
a great deal to say about new things. It tells us that 
we need a new heart and a new master. Do you 
remember a man called Nicodemus? He came to 
Jesus by night and the Lord told him about a new 
beginning. He explained that he needed to be born 
again. That is the greatest new start of all.

In the Old Testament we read about Ruth. She 
lived in Moab where they worshipped false gods. 
She knew that she needed a new start and when 
her mother-in-law, Naomi went back to Bethlehem 
Ruth went with her. She wanted to worship and 
serve the one true God. She wanted a new start.

There was a famous minister in London many 
years ago. His name was Charles Spurgeon. In one 
of his sermons he spoke about the need for a new 
beginning. Many of his sermons were published 
after he had preached them and a copy of this 
sermon was given to a man who was a shop-keeper 
somewhere in England.  Sadly he was a very wicked 
man. Not only did he not believe in God but he made 
that very clear to everyone he met. Even worse 
than that he belonged to a group in that town who 

used to meet and mock God and Christian people. 
He used his position as a merchant in that town 
to attack the Lord and in his shop he sold books 
designed to encourage others to hate and defy the 
Almighty.

As he read the sermon a change came over this 
man. All his joking and blaspheming stopped and he 
became very concerned for his soul. He wanted to 
go to church but knew that his friends would hear 
about it and laugh at him. He was also frightened 
that the people at the church would recognise 
him and refuse to let him in. Of course they didn’t 
do that. He received a warm welcome and more 
importantly he heard how guilty sinners could find 
a new beginning in Jesus Christ. 

After some time he wrote to Mr. Spurgeon, thanking 
him for his sermon and telling of the great change 
in his life. He had repented of his sins and burned 
all the books which had done so much damage to 
his own soul and that of others.  He now kept very 
different books in his shop. The summer is over 
and we all have new starts of one type or another. 
Have you had this new start? Well, it is the most 
important of them all. 

A NEW START
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This man prayed for Sodom and Gomorrah A__________________

Jacob prayed at B_________________________

This man said My punishment is greater than I can bear C__________

He prayed three times a day D_________________________

This man prayed for drought as well as rain E_________________________

If we have this our prayer will be answered F____________________

This man asked God for two signs using a fleece G________________________

This woman prayed for a baby H______________________

I climbed Mount Moriah with my father I__________________

Taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer J_______________________

Prayer is the K_____________ to open a relationship with God (3 letters)

This man would have thanked God  after he was raised from the dead L________

This man prayed to see the Promised Land but did not enter it M_____________

Prayed that the walls of Jerusalem may be rebuilt N_____________________

God gave this man a vision and he wrote a book of the Bible O_______________

God told Ananias to find this man who was praying P_________________

These Q_____________ were an answer to prayer and fed the Israelites

This R______________ prayed to God. He told her that she was having twins

This man prayed for wisdom S__________________________ 

This man prayed on a cross T____________________

God sometimes showed people a V___________________ while they were praying 

We are to W________________ and pray

This man prayed for a son Z_______________________

Prayer Alphabet
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Age: ................................................................
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................................................................................................

Latest entries
1st prize -  Alastair Morrison
Runners up
Partick - Kenny MacKinnon; Stornoway - Susanna MacDonald, 
Lydia MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald, John MacDonald, 
Peter MacDonald, Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig
Dores - Jonathan Brooks; Tarbat - Lily MacLeod



TEACHING YOUNG BELIEVERS (vv 1 - 7)
In this chapter Paul arrives in Ephesus. Perhaps you can ask someone to show you where Ephesus was on a map. 
It was an important city and was the capital of the province of Asia. On arrival he met a group of twelve believers 
who, despite the genuine nature of their faith, had been badly taught. They did not know anything about the Holy 
Spirit and Paul had to put this right. The Holy Spirit is very important in salvation. Without his power we cannot 
believe in the Lord Jesus. These disciples believed but did not know how. Paul taught them that faith was by grace 
(Ephesians 2:8) a gift of Christ through the Spirit. Without this teaching, sinners wrongly believe they have the 
power in themselves to come to Christ. The truth is that they, and that means we, do not have that power but, at 
the same time, we have the responsibility and the duty to come. Are you beginning to see how important the work 
of the Holy Spirit is?

SEEING GOD’S WORD PREVAIL (vv 8 - 20)
As was his practice Paul preached in the Synagogue and once more he was confronted with Jewish unbelief (v9) and 
superstition (vv 13-16). As a result of this Paul began to preach in a local school. He emphasised that Jesus was the 
“Way” to God, the only Way (vv9 & 23).

The new disciples were characterised by having confessed their sins (v18) and giving up all that would be obstacles 
to their following Christ, including books on magic and things associated with the devil (v 19).

WHEN THE GOSPEL THREATENS BUSINESS (vv 21 - 41)
Paul hoped to go to Rome. He would gain his wish but not in the way he expected. We cannot go into that whole 
story just now but it is a reminder to us that God will answer our prayers in his way, not ours. Meanwhile, the Gospel 
“way” (v23) was becoming a threat to false religion, especially to those who made money out of making and selling 
idols. They were selling less and less statues because Paul was teaching that the Greek ‘gods’ did not exist and it was 
all just empty nonsense and superstition. 

Eventually there was a riot and Paul’s life was in danger. However, the town-clerk calmed the people and declared 
that Paul had said nothing about the local goddess ‘Diana of the Ephesians’ (well, not by name anyway!). He warned 
the rioters that they were acting unlawfully and that if they had something against Paul, if he had committed some 
crime, then they could go to court. The people listened to his advice and the riot broke up and everyone went home.

Sadly, the courts are nowadays being used more and more to prosecute Christians for their beliefs, beliefs taken 
from the Bible: the Word of God. Just as in Ephesus false religion, people greedy for money and unjust laws shall 
continue to threaten the Christian religion in this world. We must remember, however, that God is greater than all 
and his is the supreme and final court.
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