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SKIPPER & 
THE DIFFERENT VOICES

As you know by now, every year we go to Edinburgh 
for the General Assembly of our Church and Skipper 
is left at home. He has a very nice lady who comes 
and looks after him and he loves her being here very 
much because she takes him for lots of lovely walks. 
She comes from Glasgow so when she speaks she 
sounds just like us.   

This year just before the Assembly we had a minister 
staying with us who came from the United States, from a 
place called Missouri. He was very nice but, at first, Skipper 
wasn’t too sure about him because he didn’t sound like us 
at all. I suppose that until he got used to his voice and 
accent Skipper wasn’t always sure of what he was saying.   

Do you know what an accent is? Well, it is the way we 
speak, and if you come from the Island of Lewis you will 
have a different accent from the people in Skye. If you are 
from Glasgow you will sound different from the people 
in Edinburgh. There are lots of different accents from 
the north of Scotland to the south of England and all the 
different islands too. I read somewhere that even dogs 
bark in different accents but I’m not at all sure if that’s 
true!

It’s probably a good thing Skipper doesn’t go to the 
Assembly because every year there are people there from 
all over the world. Our own church has ministers in the 
USA, Sri Lanka and Spain and many of them attend the 
Assembly. There are also other visitors from places such 
as Italy, France, South Africa and, of course, different parts 
of our own country.  Poor Skipper would have been totally 
confused! See if you can look up all these places on a map. 

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Twitter:
@fccscot

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org
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Skipper’s 
Tales

Dear friends,
This morning I was out in the garden. Most of 
my time was taken up with cutting away weeds 
and thorns which were growing up and stopping 
other plants from coming on. Why do we have 
weeds and thorns? Were they always there the 
way they are now? The Bible tells us that they 
came in because of sin. When man fell the ground 
was cursed because of sin. If you look in Genesis 
chapter 3 you will discover that when Adam 
sinned the Lord said to him that even his work 
with the ground would be much more difficult 
than it had been before. “Thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee” (Genesis 3:18).

Not only did weeds and thorns come into the world 
because of sin, it’s also the case that in many ways 
they are like sin. Weeds grow very quickly, far quicker 
than the good plants you want to grow! How quickly 
sin grows in our hearts. How little encouragement it 
needs as it multiplies. These garden pests also tend to 
grow together. Where you have one sin you will always 
find another and soon two sins will lead to a third one! 
Sin always helps and encourages other sin in ourselves 
and also in other people. Although I cut away the 
weeds today I know very well that they will soon be 
back. Sin is also persistent; it returns again and again. 

In the Book of Proverbs we read about the garden of 
the slothful. The picture is of a lazy man who allowed 
his garden to become completely overgrown. Is that a 
picture of your soul? Is it covered with the weeds and 
thorns of sin? If so, you need the Lord to come and 
remove sin, changing your heart and making you like 
himself. He can do in our souls what  I did in the garden. 
But, of course, when he does it, he does it perfectly, 
and he has promised, at last, to remove every sin from 
the souls of those who trust in him.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

You can also listen out to hear the minister praying for 
them from time to time.   

It is a wonderful thing to meet people from different 
countries and to hear their stories about the different 
foods and scenery and people they meet. What is most 
important though is to be reminded that even although 
there were people from all over the world at our 
Assembly in Edinburgh, and in some ways they seemed 
very different, they were all very alike. They all love God 
and his Word and seek to witness for him in their own 
place; just like ourselves! 

The Bible tells us there is really only one true church. It is 
made up of all those people who truly love and obey the 
Lord Jesus and do their best to follow him. The Saturday 
after the Assembly there is our Sabbath School trip where 
we join with other congregations and Skipper is allowed 
to go to that! He loves it but, guess what? Even on that 
trip there were people from China and Canada - but 
Skipper was having so much fun he didn’t notice if they 
were talking to him or not! Look out for his picture in the 
magazine in a few months time. He is right in front!

See if you can find a verse in the Bible which teaches that 
the Lord’s people are most alike in the things which are 
most important. They may have different accents but they 
have all come to know and love the same Lord.
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The following is a list of 
all who took part in the 
examinations and the 
prizewinners.

Bible Class Grade

Prizewinner:  
Matthew S. Keddie, Shettleston

Cross - Hugh MacDonald, Kirsty 
Morrison

Knock & Point - Alexander Macleod, 
Ruaraidh Macleod 

Partick - Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi 
Mackinnon

Shettleston - Matthew S. Keddie

Stornoway - Lily Craig, Duncan 
Macdonald, Thomas Craig

Tarbat - Ethan C. MacLeod

Grade 2

Prizewinner:  
Elizabeth J. Keddie, Shettleston

Cross - Murray Macdonald, Felicity 
MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod, Annie 
Macdonald

Sabbath School and Bible  Class Examinations - 2017
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Matthew S. Keddie and Elizabeth J. Keddie with their 
proud father David Keddie, an elder at Shettleston

Duthil-Dores prizewinners (left to right): Emily Hutton, 
Lois Brooks, Callum Arie Morrison and Jonathan Brooks



Sabbath School and Bible  Class Examinations - 2017
Dores – Callum Arie Morrison, Lewis 
Fraser, Kenneth J Hutton, Emily 
Hutton, Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks

Knock & Point - Christina Macleod, 
Mary Maclean, Norman Macleod

Shettleston - Elizabeth J. Keddie, 
Thomas J Keddie

Stornoway - Sarah Craig, Lydia 
MacDonald, Susanna MacDonald,  
Calvin Mackenzie

Tarbat - Malcolm S. MacLeod

Maurine Murchison 
Memorial Prize

Duthil-Dores:   

GRADE 1 - Emily Hutton, Callum Arie 
Morrison 

GRADE 2 - Lois Brooks

GRADE 3 - Jonathan Brooks

      
  

Catechism Diploma

Silver:   
Cross - Hugh MacDonald 

Bronze:   
Stornoway - John Malcolm MacDonald
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Hugh MacDonald, Cross

John Malcolm MacDonald, Stornoway



This month’s puzzle page is based on the book 
The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan. This book, 
which was first published in 1678, is what we call 
an allegory. It is a story which tells us about the 
Christian life. In the story we follow the progress 
of a Christian from the time at which he is first 
converted until, at last, he enters into Heaven.

When we first meet ‘Pilgrim’ he is very troubled. He has 
read in the Bible about sin and judgement. He knows 
that what he has read is true. He is crying, “What shall I 
do?” He meets a man called Evangelist who tells him he 
must flee from the wrath to come. He leaves everything 
behind and eventually finds his way to the cross of Christ 
where the heavy burden of his sin is taken away. It is 
very important that we all have this experience. We all 
need to come to Christ in order that we might be born 
again and have all our sins forgiven for Jesus’ sake.

Christian is now a very different person: full of joy and 
singing and very keen to encourage others to follow 
his example. Along the way he meets kind people who 
help and encourage him. He also meets others who are 
enemies and some who are very dangerous. Sometimes 
he ends up in trouble and it is all his own fault. Christians 
understand what John Bunyan meant by all of these 
things. They have had these experiences in their own 
lives. Bunyan is using his story to encourage Christians to 
be careful and faithful as they make their way through 
this world. Behind all the different enemies we see the 
hand and hatred of Satan. He plans traps and difficulties 
for Christian and his friends. However, the Lord guards 
Christian and brings him through these different 
situations.

Some of the characters Bunyan writes of are there as a 
warning for us. Pliable, for instance, turns back at the 
first sign of trouble. Too many have done this. After some 
interest in the things of the Lord they meet trouble and 
go back to their old ways. Talkative, another traveller 
whom Christian meets up with, sounds very impressive 
but he was not genuine. Christian passes through a place 
called Vanity Fair, a very dangerous place which almost 
costs him his life. This is a warning against too much 
involvement with the things of this world. 

At last, after many experiences, Pilgrim reached the end 
of his journey. To get to the Celestial City he must first 
face death. Bunyan portrays death as a deep river with 
no bridge. As he crosses the river Christian feels fearful 
and weak. He is encouraged by his faithful friend Hopeful 
who tells him, “Be of good cheer, my brother. I feel the 
bottom, and it is good.” I’m sure we all want to die as 
a Christian but before that we must live as a Christian. 
Only a true saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ can 
prepare us for the day when we cross that river of death. 
I hope you have become a Christian and a Pilgrim, and 
I hope you are progressing along with the Lord, always 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” 
(Hebrews 12:2)

If you have read Pilgrim’s Progress I would encourage you 
to read it again. If you have never read it ask someone 
to get a copy for you. I know you will enjoy it. In the 
meantime there is a puzzle to complete!

THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
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APOLLYON 
ATHEIST
CHARITY 
CHRISTIAN 
DISCRETION 
EVANGELIST

FAITHFUL
FLATTERER
FORMALIST
GIANT DESPAIR
GOOD WILL 
HATE GOOD

CHARACTERS IN THE 
PILGRIM’S PROGRESS

June entries
1st prize -  Jonathan Brooks
Runners up
Partick - Kenny MacKinnon
Stornoway - Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig 
Shettleston - Calvin Fraser 
Gateshead Presbyterian - Noah Richards

July / August 20177

Find the 
following words 
in the above 
puzzle:

Name: .........................................................................................................
Age: ................................................................
Congregation: .............................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................

HOPEFUL 
HYPOCRISY
IGNORANCE 
INTERPRETER 
MERCY
MUCH AFRAID

OBSTINATE 
PIETY
PLIANT 
PRUDENCE
READY TO HALT
TALKATIVE

TURN AWAY
WORLDLY WISEMAN 



PREACHING IN CORINTH (vv 1 - 11)
Paul arrived in Corinth, a notoriously immoral city, and began part-time work at his trade of tentmaking to support 
himself. There he became friends with Aquila and his wife Priscilla who were also tentmakers. His preaching in 
Corinth met with the usual prejudice and opposition from both Jews and Gentiles. Because of the way in which sin 
has affected our understanding they, like all sinners until the Lord opens their understanding, found his message 
unbelievable. However the Lord encouraged Paul to continue preaching the Word of God. His elect people were 
there in Corinth and would be awakened by the Spirit to believe the Gospel (vv9-10). This is an encouragement to 
every preacher. God himself is able to overcome every chosen sinner’s resistance and change them into his children: 
“He shall save his people from their sins”. (Matthew 1:21) This is Christ’s purpose and promise. There was one 
surprising convert at Corinth, Crispus the ruler of the synagogue - a demonstration of God’s power to save even 
unlikely people.

TROUBLE IN CORINTH (vv 12 - 17)
The conversion of Crispus probably enraged the Jews even more against Paul and they arrested him (illegally). 
However, when they brought him before the Roman governor, Gallio, they found that Gallio was not interested 
in religious disputes. He did, nevertheless, defend Paul’s right to preach the Gospel. What a sad contrast to the 
governments of our day. 

FROM CORINTH TO EPHESUS (vv 18 - 28)
Paul then came to Ephesus and, as before, expounded the Scriptures in the synagogue, but remained only for a 
brief period. He felt an obligation to attend the “feast” (probably Pentecost) at Jerusalem, but hoped to return to 
Ephesus. The Jewish historian, Josephus, informs us that Jews were bound to appear at the temple within 30 days 
of shaving their head, as a token that their vows were now accomplished. A vow is a solemn promise, which the 
Westminster Confession of Faith reminds us is to be made “to God alone”. 

Paul then went to Antioch from where his second missionary journey began. Having reported on what God had done 
in Europe Paul then revisited the churches in Asia Minor, encouraging them in the Lord. Meanwhile a man named 
Apollos had come to Ephesus. He knew the Scriptures and could speak well but lacked instruction from Paul. Aquila 
and Priscilla passed on to him what Paul had taught them. Apollos left them to visit the churches in Greece and 
encouraged all those who had believed “through grace” (v27). These are important words; they remind us that there 
is no other way to a saving belief in Jesus Christ but through God’s free grace. Of course the human heart has a bias 
towards being saved by our own efforts and so-called good works and Paul had to deal with this problem when he 
passed through Galatia on his way back to Ephesus. Next month we shall see what happened next as Paul journeyed 
on with the Gospel.
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BIBLE FACT FILE

The Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 18
Paul In Corinth And Ephesus


