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SKIPPER AND 
THE SEALS

Just a few weeks ago we had a visit from most of our 
family.  In fact at one time we had nine grandchildren 
in the house and you can imagine it was happy 
chaos!  One family has two dogs, beautiful springer 
spaniels; they are sisters and very well behaved and 
happy dogs.  Skipper was astonished when he saw 
them getting out of the car!  He was so excited.  He 
loves all the children but to have two dogs to play 
with was just the best thing ever.  Better still, they 
were friendly dogs and they all got on very well, 
even sleeping together on the couch and sharing 
each other’s beds and food dishes.     

Well, one day we decided we would all go to the beach for 
a picnic. By this time there were only five grandchildren 
and three dogs.   We went to a lovely place called Findhorn; 
perhaps you can get someone to look it up on the map.  It 
has a beautiful estuary with little boats bobbing around 
and lots of sand to play on and run about in.  The two 
spaniels were in and out of the water all day; in fact one 
of them just stayed in the water most of the time. Skipper 
is, as you know, a wee bit of a coward and he doesn’t 
really like water much, especially waves, so he paddled a 
wee bit and then just ran about the beach greeting all the 
other dogs and children.   

When we arrived the tide was just beginning to come in 
and by the time we had had our picnic it was pretty full.  
Then someone called out ‘LOOK, there are lots of seals!’ 
and so there were.  I don’t know if you have seen seals 
much but they look so cute and have nice friendly faces.  
They are also quite nosey and keep popping their head up 
to look at the folks on the beach.  If you whistle they will 
turn and look at you.  

Meantime Jura and Juna, the two spaniels, were still 
playing around in the water and a lady came up to us 
and told us we might be best to get them out as the seals 
could be dangerous.  Well, we had never thought of that! 
Seals, dangerous?  They just look so friendly and seem to 
do nothing but float around in the water all day, but the 
seal is not just floating about in the water; he has waited 
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Skipper’s 
Tales

Dear friends,
I recently had a birthday. When is your birthday? 
Perhaps it’s this month and if that is the case can I wish 
you a very happy birthday. This month many churches 
are remembering a very important date in our history. 
October 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the great 
Protestant Reformation and the Explorer has some 
articles and even a puzzle page with a Reformation 
theme.

In the article on the next page you can read about the 
great need there was for a reformation. The church had 
gone very far away from the Bible. The Lord in great 
kindness changed the heart of a German monk called 
Martin Luther. Luther became very troubled about his 
sins. Though he followed the teachings of his church: 
spending hours confessing his sin and punishing himself 
for sin in all sorts of different ways none of this brought 
him any closer to salvation. Eventually he came to see 
that he could never be saved by his own works and was 
led, by the Spirit, to trust in Christ alone as Saviour.

Luther wanted others to share in what he had found. He 
nailed his famous ninety five theses to the door of All 
Saints Church in Wittenberg. He along with many others, 
including his wife Katharina (herself a converted nun) 
would, under the Lord, usher in the great blessing of the 
Reformation. Over the next few months, in the Explorer 
we shall hear more about these events and what they 
meant for all of us. 

Have you come to understand and love the same 
truths as Martin Luther? Remember we can be called 
Protestants and worship in Protestant churches but that 
will not save our souls. Like Luther we need to come 
to Christ, confessing our sins and repenting of them, 
accepting and understanding that salvation is a gift from 
God which cannot be earned.

Murdo A N Macleod

From the Editor

for the tide to come in because when it comes in, so do 
the fish and seals eat a lot of fish. Apparently a wee dog 
was in the water one day and one of the seals chased  
him.  The wee dog got out of the water fast and managed 
to get to shore safely.  The little dog and its owner would 
never have thought of the seal as a hidden danger; in fact 
the little dog might have thought he could play with the 
seal and have fun.  After all, the seal looks friendly, but the 
seal thought it was his next meal!  

It reminds us that we should be careful when we are 
choosing friends.  Some people seem to be friendly and 
at first will be kind and we will have fun with them, then 
one day they may want to do something wrong and we 
don’t want to do that. That is when we find out that they 
are not friends unless we do only what they want even if 
we know it is not right.  Satan pretended to be Eve’s friend 
when he first approached her in the Garden of Eden but 
for all his friendly talk he was a deadly enemy.

Real friends will encourage us to do good and enjoy being 
with us when we are happy and when we are sad. The 
Bible talks about friends a lot.  See if you can look up some 
of the people who had friends in the Bible — people like 
David and Jonathan, or Paul and Barnabas.  Can you find 
any more?  But of course the Bible talks about the one 
true friend who will never let us down and who sticks 
closer than a brother.  Jesus is the truest friend to sinners.  
Do you know him as your friend?   
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Do you know what year it is?  

‘It’s 2017!’ you say with a look of surprise, if not sheer 
astonishment.  

Of course it is. But I was actually thinking of the 
significance of this year as regards anniversary.  This is the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation of the church.  But 
we might ask, Why did the church need to be reformed?   

1) Christ the Centre 
In the days of Jesus the church was simple, and its 
doctrines (teachings) were pure. The church must always 
be based on Christ because he loved her and gave himself 
for her on the Cross (Eph. 5:25). While Christ was the 
promised Messiah, the God who is described in the 
Shorter Catechism Q/A 4, in order to save his people he 
came in humiliation.  Like Christ, the Head of the church 
(Eph. 1:22; 5:23;), the Christian too shows humility (1 
Pet.5:5).  The Church at all times must have the Bible 
and never man as her authority; the Bible being God’s 
word and true (2 Tim. 3:16) cannot err. This means that 
whatever the Church introduces into worship or teaches 
as doctrine must be based on the Bible, not on what sinful 
man may think.  When those in the early church taught 
that Gentiles must first become Jews before they became 
Christians, they were opposed by Paul (Gal. 2:7-16; 3:1-
11). He won his case against the Apostle Peter around 
48-50 AD at the Council of Jerusalem, which was similar 

to our Presbytery (Acts. 15:1-29).  Peter was therefore 
certainly not superior to Paul. 

2) Corrupting Doctrine 
Sadly, many corruptions in doctrine (teaching) entered 
the Church, and over the years she became far removed 
from the standard Christ had set. We can only mention 
some of these terrible, anti-Biblical abuses in the church’s 
teachings.  

First, Christ the Head of the Church was replaced by the 
‘pope’ who claimed, and still claims, to be successor of 
Peter as bishop of Rome, and the greatest political and 
spiritual power upon earth – with the right to make (and 
remove) kings, even claiming to be the ‘Vicar of Christ,’ 
or Holy Spirit, upon the earth. There is no evidence that 
Peter was ever at Rome. 

Second, worship or adoration of Mary and the Saints 
must be believed as an Article of the Faith, according 
to the Council of Trent, 1563.  This is shocking because 
the Bible teaches that only God is to be worshipped (Ex. 
20:4,5; Lev. 26:1). 

Third, in 1215 the Roman Church taught that the 
confession of sins at least once a year to a priest would 
bring forgiveness to the sinner. This denies Christ’s work 
of forgiveness, and contradicts the Bible’s declaration that 
only God can forgive sins (Mk. 2:7; Lk. 5:21).  
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Fourth, the Roman Catholic Church taught – and still 
teaches – that a priest’s prayer at the communion 
changes the ‘wafer biscuit’, given instead of bread and 
wine, into the actual body and blood of Christ. This is 
called ‘transubstantiation.’ Taught as early as 831, it was 
fiercely opposed, yet became official doctrine in 1215. In 
1562, the Council of Trent stated that this communion, 
or Mass, was an actual ‘sacrifice’.  This means that in 
every Roman Catholic church, at every Mass, the Roman 
Catholic Church teaches that Christ is being sacrificed 
again and again for sin, totally contradicting the word of 
God (Heb. 7:27). 

Fifth, ‘surely these terrible abuses were the only corruptions 
in the Church before the Reformation?’ you might say. Alas, 
this was not so!  We mention these additional ones briefly. 
In 666 AD, services began in Latin whether or not the people 
could understand the language. Practice and tradition was 
so highly regarded in the Church that it became equal with 
Scripture. The Church increased the number of Sacraments 
from Two – the Lord’s Supper and Baptism – to Seven 
(the five additional ones being: Confirming in the Faith, 
Penance, Marriage, Ordination, and Anointing the Sick).  
Through all of these Rome teaches that there is a power 
in her priesthood which bestows grace and salvation, and 
indeed she teaches that salvation comes by works, not by 
faith. However, two particular abuses would lead to a split. 
The Bible teaches that after death there is only heaven (2 
Cor. 5:8) or hell (Matt. 25:41), but Rome taught – and still – 

teaches a third place: Purgatory. Purgatory is for those who 
will be eventually in heaven but must suffer first in order 
to be purified.  The Church then introduced the idea of 
Indulgences; these were papers which reduced the period 
of suffering for loved ones depending on the amount paid. 
Just think about that!

3) Corrupting Ministry and Lifestyle 
The Bible says that an elder, or minister, is to be the 
husband of one wife (1 Tim. 3:2), but Rome began to teach 
that he was to be the husband of no wife.  Pope Gregory 
VII enforced this decree in 1074 AD, and those priests who 
were already married were deprived of their lawful wives, 
and it is clear that afterwards this did not lead to a holy 
ministry, as promises to be pure were secretly broken.   

The pre-Reformation Roman Catholic clergy did not 
confine themselves to religious matters either: they were 
engaged in corrupt business deals, gluttony, extortion, 
political dealings, and other evil corruptions. The Bible says 
that ministers are to be holy (1 Tim. 3:1-7), yet the Roman 
priests were committing the unholy practices condemned 
in Galatians 5:19-21.  Instead of peacemakers they 
were fighting among themselves, engaging sometimes 
in murder, and instead of receiving a Call of God to the 
ministry, ordination and positions in the Church were 
being bought and sold.

These terrible corruptions could not continue, could they?
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PAUL AT TROAS (vv 1 - 12)
The early verses tell us that Paul revisited several congregations in Greece (vv 1 - 3) and then sailed across the Aegean 
sea to Troas, on the north west coast of the country now called Turkey. The first day of the week (v7) had already 
been established by the Lord’s authority as the day of Christian public worship. It was the day of the Lord’s Supper 
when Paul arrived and he preached at the communion service. It was a long sermon (because it was probably his last 
there) and a young man called Eutychus fell asleep and fell down from the balcony (v9).

To the shock and horror of the congregation the fall had killed him but Paul prayed for him just as Elijah and Elisha 
had prayed for other young men who had died ( 1 Kings 17:21 and 2 Kings 4: 33-35) and the Lord raised him to life.
 
Do you worship God on the Lord’s Day or just ‘go to church’? Do you feel sleepy when the Gospel is being preached 
or are you wide awake listening eagerly, knowing that perhaps you will never get the opportunity to hear it again?  
Remember the Sabbath on earth is the preparation for the heavenly one. (Hebrews 4:9)

PAUL’S READINESS TO SUFFER FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL (vv 13 - 24)
Paul told the elders (who ruled the congregations) that he had not hidden any of God’s truth when he spoke to 
sinners (as, sadly, many do today) (vv 20-21) and for this he suffered. Paul was bound (v22) by his duty to the Lord 
and was unmoved (v24) by attempts to deflect him from his devotion to God’s cause. It had been his desire since 
his conversion to serve the Lord who loved him whilst, at the same time, looking forward to the day when he would 
finish his “course with joy” (v24). Have you, like Paul, “counted the cost” of following Christ? It is impossible to serve 
Christ faithfully without suffering in some manner.

WARNINGS AND COMFORT (vv 25 - 38)
Miletus was a seaport about thirty miles from Ephesus. Paul called for the elders of the church at Ephesus to meet 
him there. Paul was concerned about three things.

1. Doctrine. The elders were to take care about the teachings of the church. They were to teach only what Paul had 
given them based on the Word of God. These truths were not popular and there would be pressure to change them. 
This is still true. The church often comes up against pressure to change what it believes but, as in Paul’s day, we have 
to stand firmly on the doctrines of God’s Word.

2. Divisions. They were to watch out for divisions. In the church at Corinth divisions had come in and caused a lot of 
trouble. 

3. False Believers. The Lord had revealed to Paul that enemies would come into the church. (vv29-30) They would 
come with false teachings and false practices and would draw away some of the people. The elders were warned 
ahead of the time that this would come. Most often we don’t get this sort of warning and it is important for us all, 
and especially leaders in the church, to be alert and prayerful. 

At the same time Paul had a word of comfort for them. The Lord was powerful and could keep them in the midst 
of all these difficulties. (v32) Before he leaves he prays for them commending them to the Lord. This leaves us with 
a number of personal questions. Is your trust in the Lord? Do you pray for yourself and others? Are you following 
God’s Word and not man’s?

BIBLE FACT FILE

The Acts of the Apostles
Chapter 20
Greece - Troas - Miletus



1. Martin Luther was from ________________

2. In his early life he was very troubled by his sin so would spend hours ________________ his sin

3. Martin Luther’s wife was called _______________________

4. The Roman Catholic Church sold _____________________ to reduce time in purgatory

5. Martin Luther rejected the teaching of the ______________ / _________________ Church

6. People that believed in Martin Luther’s teaching were called ___________________ 

7. Martin Luther’s theses were nailed onto the door of ____ /_______________ church in Wittenberg

8. Martin Luther believed ________________ was a gift from God that couldn’t be earned

Martin Luther 
Wordsearch
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Snizort Sabbath School/
Congregational Barbecue

On Friday 5th May the Snizort congregation enjoyed a combined Sabbath School/ Congregational Barbecue in the 
manse garden.

We did not get a group picture but here are some images of what was a very happy event.

Such annual events are a reminder to us of the Lord’s continued kindness to us. The years pass but he remains “a 
buckler to all those who do in him confide”.


