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Have you ever heard of the General Assembly?  Perhaps someone you 
know went there, your dad or your grandad or maybe an uncle?  Well, 
it is a meeting of the ministers and elders in the church to discuss lots 
of things that are important to the good management of the Church 
and to comment on things going on in the wider world.   There are 
serious moments but there are also nice times when we hear from 
people from other churches and organisations and that can be very 
interesting, especially when they are from places like Australia and the  
USA.  On one of the nights there is a prize-giving when the people who 
have won top place in the Sabbath School and Bibles Classes exams 
are presented to the Moderator and given a book and a shield. 
  
Every year we look forward to going to the Assembly which is held 
in Edinburgh.   Obviously Skipper can’t come with us so we have 
to have someone come and look after him for a week.   We have a 
very nice friend called Margaret who sometimes comes all the way 
from Nottingham, which is quite a long way away from Inverness. Ask 
someone to help you find Nottingham on the map.   Margaret is very, 
very popular with Skipper because she just loves to go long walks.  
She is a birdwatcher and takes lots and lots of photographs when she 
is out and she told us that Skipper sometimes gets a bit fed up waiting 
by the side of a loch or river while she takes photos.   

One of the walks they go on takes them up the hill from our house, 
where there are sheep and cattle.  The cows are Highland Cattle with 
big horns and they can be very big and scary-looking.  The cows are 
not always in the field nearest the road, so Margaret had not seen 
them.    One day, she decided to take Skipper up the hill towards the 
field that they usually walk through to get to the woods.   Skipper was 
quite happy for a time and skipped happily beside her, looking forward 
to his walk.  Suddenly he stopped and would not go any further.   
Margaret was puzzled! Usually he ran in front and round about and 
she had to tell him to walk beside her but this time he was sitting on 
the road behind her and would not come when she called.  This was 
MOST unusual.  Margaret had to go back and put the lead on and pull 
Skipper along. He was not happy at all.   Then Margaret saw why; the 
big cattle were in the field nearest the road and there were little calves 
among them so the bigger cows were standing staring at Margaret and 
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Skipper’s tales

WHAT DID SKIPPER SEE IN THE WOODS? 
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Facebook: facebook.com/fccscot
Twitter: twitter.com/fccscot

You all know by now how Skipper loves his walks in the wood.   
Well, last year there was a great storm and about a third of the trees 
either fell over completely or were leaning dangerously and had to 
be removed.  

This means that there is a lot more open space in the woods and 
from time to time we have seen deer grazing where before they 
would have been well hidden.    Deer are very shy animals and tend 
to come out more in the dark, so they are rarely seen during the day 
in places where they know there are folks walking around.    For the 
last few weeks we have been seeing them in the distance and as 
soon as they are aware of us they run off and disappear very, very 
quickly.    At least they SEEM to disappear, but deer are very good 
at blending into the background.   Perhaps they could still see us 
although we could no longer see them.

God, who created all things, did everything very well and animals 
are made differently to us.   Did you know, for example, that most 
animals see things in black and white?   This means that it is very 
difficult for them to see anything that is a similar colour to its 
background. This means that when deer are grazing at a distance 
they are quite safe unless animals which would harm them or 
frighten them get close enough to see them clearly or smell them.    

Another thing about animals, especially dogs and deer, is that they 
have a very, very good sense of smell. This helps to keep them safe 
as it lets them know when there is danger about. On the other hand 
it also lets them know when there is food about!   

One day, when he was out on his walk, Skipper suddenly stopped 
and would not go any further.   When we looked to see what was 
wrong we saw two beautiful deer a wee bit away.  They were totally 
unaware of us but Skipper sensed them and was afraid.    We don't 
know why he was afraid, but he is not a very brave dog at the best 
of times.  He would not move and lay down flat on the ground.  I 
assume this was so that they could not see HIM.    When we spoke 
to him he crawled right up to us as if to let us know he felt safe with 
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Dear Friends

Some of you have probably seen pictures or 
heard reports of bushfires in Australia or in parts 
of North America. They occur during the hotter 
months of the year and can sometimes cover 
vast areas of ground. Here on the Isle of Skye 
we have our own mini-version of these bushfires. 
Now, of course, they don’t occur with us because 
our climate is hot and dry! We have them for a 
different reason. We call them muirburn and they 
are deliberately started in order to burn away 
old grass and heather. We recently had quite a 
big one near our house which burned fiercely all 
evening and on into the night.

These fires always begin in a small way — with 
just one spark and a small area of grass — but 
sometimes it can get much, much bigger. Indeed 
there are times when it almost goes completely 
out of control, just like some of these bushfires in 
other countries. When this happens fire-brigades  
and large groups of people have to be called 
in before the fire causes damage to people or 
property. Sin is just like that. It begins in a small 
way but we have to be careful as it can soon 
burn fiercely and get completely out of control. 
We can begin to play with sin and believe we can 
keep it under control but it has a way of growing 
and spreading and eventually, unless the Lord 
changes our hearts, it will destroy us. The Bible 
tells us that we “must be born again”. This is the 
only thing which will break the power of sin in 
our lives. Only the Holy Spirit can put out the hot 
flames of sin. 

However, these muirburnings are necessary in 
order that old vegetation is removed and new 
growth can come through for cattle, sheep and 
other animals that graze on the hills. In our lives 
too there are things which need to be taken away: 
bad sinful things which the Lord himself is able 
to remove. We need this sort of work in all our 
souls. Next time you read about a bushfire or see 
a muirburn try and remember these important 
things and ask yourself how it all applies to you.
                                       
Murdo A N Macleod
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From
The
Editor

us. Very soon the deer became aware of us and 
galloped off into the shelter of the trees. Skipper 
got up and ran off in his usual way and was soon 
quite happy again, but he didn't go very far from 
us, where he felt safe. The deer were no real threat 
to Skipper but they are of course a lot bigger than 
him so he was probably thinking 'better safe than 
sorry'!  

I am sure you have heard that expression many 
times and of course it is always better to be safe 
than sorry. It made me think. We all like to feel 
safe and sometimes we are afraid of things that 
other people might not be but it is real to us.   
Skipper was in no danger, but he thought he was 
and he came close to us because we made him 
feel safe.    

The Bible tells us of many times when people 
have felt unsafe or unhappy and that the only 
way to feel safe again is to go to God and ask 
him for protection and safety.   If we do we will 
find real comfort and strength and he will never 
let us down.  

There are many references to this in the Book 
of Psalms. In Psalm 56 David speaks of being 
afraid but at the same time trusting in the Lord. In 
Psalm 61 he speaks of the Lord as a great rock 
which was far bigger than he was and in which he 
found shade and shelter. Some of you will already 
know the words of Ps 46, “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore 
will we not fear though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst 
of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and 
be troubled, though the mountains shake with 
the swelling thereof.” This means that the Lord is 
always ready and able to come to our help at any 
time.  Why not read one of these Psalms just now 
and if that is a bit too difficult perhaps someone 
else can help you? As you read the words ask the 
Lord to help you, just as he helped David.
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Donald, many thanks for agreeing to be interviewed for 
The Explorer. Perhaps you could begin by telling us a little 
about your childhood. You haven’t always lived on the 
Island of Scalpay, have you?

No, I haven’t always lived in Scalpay. I was born in 1970 and spent 
the first ten years of my life in Glasgow. I attended primary school 
there and as a family we worshipped in Partick Highland Free 
Church, where my father was church officer. To my shame I must 
confess that along with my brother Murdo I would often try to avoid 
going to church. We would pretend to be ill but my parents were not 
easily tricked! We moved to Scalpay in 1980 as my father bought a 
commercial premises from which he operated a shop and a mobile 
van selling groceries. I attended Scalpay School, Sir E. Scott School, 
Tarbert and the Nicolson Institute in Stornoway and managed to 
pass some of my exams! I applied to join the police force in 1989 but 
failed the medical examination. This came as a big blow to my plans.

What are your earliest memories of Christian things?

Besides going to church, I believe that God’s Spirit began to work in 
my life from about the age of eight. I now see what a privilege it was 
to be brought up in a Christian home and I am very thankful for the 
parents which the Lord gave me and their faithfulness to my spiritual 
needs. 

Christian parents and church attendance is a blessing, but 
we need more than that if we are to be saved. How did you 
come to understand this for yourself? 

I mentioned that God’s Spirit was striving with me from a young age 
but, sadly, I hardened my heart and resisted the Lord. I thought I 
would have plenty opportunities to seek the Lord when I got older. 
What a fool I was! My brother Murdo was converted before me. I was 
shocked at this as I always thought I would be first. The Lord was 
showing me that our plans are not his plans. Murdo’s conversion 
reminded  me that I was a sinner heading for a lost eternity. I still 
remember the night Murdo went out to the prayer meeting. I was 
lying on my bed and my mother came into the room to say that they 
were leaving. As I heard them leave the house I began to cry as I 
knew they had something which I wanted and the closing door made 
me think of the door to heaven closed forever, unless I changed my 
ways. I believe  I was converted soon afterwards following a service 
by Rev Kenneth Stewart on the Rich Man and Lazarus. I professed 
faith in 1991. I have made many mistakes over the years and I am 
very thankful to God for his patience with me.

After leaving school you worked in the family grocery 
business. I’m sure you got to know many older Christians 
at that time.

It was a great blessing to me to meet, on a daily basis, so many 
of the Lord’s people. I especially enjoyed conversing with elderly 
Christians many of whom are in glory today and I look forward to 
meeting with them again in heaven. I often look back and remember 

Let’s meet.... A Christian Policeman
Donald W. Macleod is a policeman in the Western Isles.  We 
know that the police often interview suspects but, on this 
occasion, I’m glad to say that it was the Editor who conducted 

the interview with the policeman!
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the good example they left behind and I am ashamed at how poor my own 
example is.

You also met someone who was, like yourself, a young Christian 
- Donna Joan. Eventually the two of you became four. Tell us a 
little bit about your family.

Donna and I married in 1993 and we were blessed with two daughters: 
Emma and Claire. Emma is now 19 and is studying at Edinburgh University 
and Claire is now 17 and attends Tarbert School. I hope this makes the 
Editor feel very old as he baptised both of them!

In 2004 your life took a new direction when you were finally 
accepted into the police. How have you found things as a 
Christian policeman? 

I have to say that it is not easy being a Christian in the police service. 
However I have no doubt that it was all in the Lord’s plan. He had his 
reason for stopping me when I first applied and giving me success at 34 
years of age. I remember my first night at Police College lying on the top of 
my bunk reading my Bible. My room-mate Rab had been in the army and 
he was reading war books and asked what I was reading. I told him it was 
the Bible and he didn’t make much comment. During our exams I would 
tell him I was praying for success for both of us and he seemed happy 
enough with this. When it came to our final exams I told him, again, that I 
was praying for him and his comment was, “It’s okay pal, I will pray to God 
myself”. I’m still in contact with Rab and though he has not yet professed 
faith in Christ I learned a valuable lesson. Sadly, there have been times 
when I spoke when I should have remained silent and other times when my 
silence was sinful. I served as a police officer in Portree, Isle of Skye and 
I am currently a Detective Constable within the Crime Management Unit 
(CID) based in Stornoway. I thoroughly enjoy my work though it is often 
challenging and stressful. I am conscious that I pray a lot whilst at work, 
that the Lord would preserve me and give me wisdom to deal with any 
situation which comes my way. Like the Children of Israel I too can raise 
up an Ebenezer. ( 1 Samuel 7:12)

I know of quite a number of Christians in the police service. Do 
you still have a Christian Association?

Yes, there is a Christian Police Association and we have meetings in the 
Stornoway Station from time to time. There are several Christians working 
there and it is good to meet and have fellowship with one another, especially 
in this line of work where we encounter so many sad situations. 

I hear that you are also branching out into another section of the 
emergency services. Is this right and what spiritual challenges 
might that bring?

I have been asked to apply as a Retained Firefighter within the unit at 
Scalpay which is currently short-staffed. I am currently going through the 
application process but all my snacking at the Stornoway Station hasn’t 
helped prepare me for the level of fitness required! The fire service is very 
stressful and at times, dangerous, but my main desire is to be faithful to the 
Lord whatever might lie ahead.

Let’s meet.... A Christian Policeman
Donald W. Macleod is a policeman in the Western Isles.  We 
know that the police often interview suspects but, on this 
occasion, I’m glad to say that it was the Editor who conducted 

the interview with the policeman!



Corrie Ten Boom was born in 1892 and lived in Holland with her father Casper 
Ten Boom and her sister Betsie.  They were all watchmakers and had a shop 

in the town of  Haarlem. 
In 1940 Adolf Hitler and his German army invaded Holland.  The Ten Booms 
became very concerned for the Jewish people. Although they were Christians 
themselves they had a lot of respect for the Jews as they saw them as God’s 
special people.  Hitler however hated the Jews and was trying to get rid of 
them.  (Hitler killed over 6 million people in what is known as the Holocaust).
The Ten Boom family decided that they had to do what they could to help the 
Jews.  They built a secret room by putting up another wall in Corrie’s bedroom 
so that when the soldiers came, all the Jews that were living secretly with 
Corrie and her family could hide.  Hitler found out that they were hiding the 
Jews so he sent his soldiers to search the house.  When they heard the doorbell 
all the Jews ran up the stairs to the secret room and everyone else hid all their 
things.  The soldiers came in and shouted “WHERE ARE THE JEWS”? They 
searched the whole house, even Corrie’s bedroom. The Jews inside the secret 
room were very scared, not even daring to breathe in case they would be found.  

The soldiers arrested the Ten Boom family and they were sent to prison.   
The Ten Booms believed that what they were doing was right so they prayed 
to God to help them and thanked him that the soldiers had not found the Jews 

hiding in the secret room. 
Corrie and her sister Betsie were then sent to a horrible place called 
Ravensbruck concentration camp.  There they got very little food and the 
soldiers would beat them so hard and treat them so badly that the average 
life expectancy of a prisoner was only four months.  Corrie and her sister still 
believed that God had a special work for them to do so they would pray to God 
and tell all the other prisoners about Jesus.  Corrie and her sister even thanked 
God for the fleas that were in their room as it kept the soldiers away so that 

they could read the Bible and hold prayer meetings in secret.  
Betsie got very ill in Ravensbruck and died in 1944.  Corrie was very upset 
and missed her sister very much but she thanked God that Betsie was not 
suffering any more and had gone to be with God.  Fourteen days later Corrie 
got a wonderful surprise: she was called to the guard’s office and was released.  
This was because of a mistake that one of the guards had made, but it was all 
in God’s plan because a week later all the women in Corrie’s age group were 

sent to the gas chambers.  
For the rest of her life Corrie travelled the world telling people of how God 
had helped her to save Jews and how He had helped her and Betsie to tell the 
prisoners about Jesus.  She was even knighted by the Queen of the Netherlands 
for her work with the Jews during the war.  Corrie’s old shop with her home 
above it in Haarlem has now been made into a museum; you can watch a tour 

of it on the internet.  
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Name _______________________________

Age ______
Congregation ________________________ 

Address _____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

PUZZLE PAGECorrie Ten Boom 
 

1. Where did Corrie Ten Boom Live? 
2. What was her work? 
3. What was her sister called? 
4. Hitler hated and was trying to kill the __________ 
5. The hiding place was in Corrie's __________  
6. What was the prison they were sent to called? 
7. What did Corrie and her sister thank God for in the  

concentration camp? 
8. Where were all the women of Corries age sent after she  

was released? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

    

          

 
Latest entries

1st Prize:- Sarah Louise Bennion, Harris
Runners Up:- 
Duthil - Dores:- Callum Arie Morrison
Gateshead Presbyterian Church:- Jacob Richards
Knock & Point:- Christina Macleod, Norman Macleod
Partick:- Kenny MacKinnon
Shettleston: Abigail Keddie, Elizabeth Keddie, Hannah 
Keddie, Matthew Keddie, Thomas Keddie
Spain: Nathanael
Stornoway:- Lily Craig, Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig, George 
Kenneth MacDonald, John MacDonald, Lydia MacDonald, 
Peter MacDonald, Susanna MacDonald, Calvin Macleod, 
Katie Macleod
Tarbat: Lily MacLeod

There is no pit so 
deep that God’s love is 
not deeper still
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    THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - CHAPTER 15

THE FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

You will probably have heard of the General 
Assembly. Well, here in Acts chapter 15 we read 
about the first General Assembly. The meeting 
was necessary because there were Pharisees in 
the church who wanted to retain the ceremonies 
of the Old Testament such as circumcision. (v5)

THE REPRESENTATIVES GATHER AT JERUSALEM. (vv 1 - 6)
They insisted that you could only be saved if you kept all these Old Testament rules and practices. 
They were really saying that salvation was by our keeping of the Law and not through the free grace 
of God. The man who chaired the meeting, the Moderator of the Assembly, was James who was a 
Minister in Jerusalem and was a half-brother of the Lord. (Galatians 1:19)
Wrong ideas like these (we call them heresies), will continue in the church until the end of time and 
the church always has to keep an eye out for them. This particular error was very dangerous and 
that is why men gathered together at Jerusalem to deal with the problem.

THE TESTIMONY OF PETER AND JAMES (vv 7 - 18)
In verses 7 - 11 we read of Peter’s explanation that God had called uncircumcised Gentiles to faith 
in Christ. You will remember the way in which Peter was shown this in chapter 10. God called the 
Gentiles, Peter explained, by giving them his Spirit in order to believe in Christ. The Lord had made 
no difference in the way in which Jews or Gentiles might be saved. There was only one Saviour 
for them all: the Lord Jesus Christ. This meant that there was no place for our gifts and works in 
salvation. In verse 12 Paul and Barnabas spoke saying they agreed with Peter and confirming that 
this had also been their experience in preaching in many different places.
In verse 13 James showed from a verse in Amos ( 9:11) that God had purposed to build up his church 
by bringing in Gentiles. Even in the Old Testament there had been a ‘Court of the Gentiles’ in the 
temple. Now the veil in the temple had been removed by the death of Christ and all had equal access 
to God through Christ. Old Testament ceremonies were no longer needed: they had been fulfilled in 
Christ. They had served their purpose and were no longer necessary.

THE DECISION OF THE COUNCIL (vv 19 - 35)
The gathering at Jerusalem confirmed that salvation was by faith alone, in Christ alone. It was 
dependent on God’s free grace and not on any ceremonies. They advised some temporary restraint 
on the part of the Gentiles in eating certain foods. Not that this was necessary for salvation obviously, 
but in order to avoid giving offence to Jewish believers, who were still finding it difficult to give up old 
eating habits. They also made clear that the Moral Law, however, continued as before.
Letters were sent out to all the congregations to inform them of the decision, a decision which, unlike 
any taken at an Assembly since, was infallible. (v28) This decision settled the issue and allowed for 
peace and stability to exist in the church. If everyone submitted to the teaching of the Word of God 
that same unity and peace would continue today. Unity is good but this chapter reminds us that it 
must be based on the Truth and not some weak compromise.
Perhaps you are also trusting in ceremonies, for instance baptism, to save you. Acts 15 is saying 
to you that you must turn from all these things and trust in Christ alone. You will always be restless 
until you do.

“Not the labours of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands;

Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,

All for sin could not atone
Thou must save, and Thou alone.” 

(A. M. Toplady)


