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Email: isobel@mcqueer.com Have you ever heard of the General Assembly?  Perhaps someone you 
know went there, your dad or your grandad or maybe an uncle?  Well, 
it is a meeting of the ministers and elders in the church to discuss lots 
of things that are important to the good management of the Church 
and to comment on things going on in the wider world.   There are 
serious moments but there are also nice times when we hear from 
people from other churches and organisations and that can be very 
interesting, especially when they are from places like Australia and the  
USA.  On one of the nights there is a prize-giving when the people who 
have won top place in the Sabbath School and Bibles Classes exams 
are presented to the Moderator and given a book and a shield. 
  
Every year we look forward to going to the Assembly which is held 
in Edinburgh.   Obviously Skipper can’t come with us so we have 
to have someone come and look after him for a week.   We have a 
very nice friend called Margaret who sometimes comes all the way 
from Nottingham, which is quite a long way away from Inverness. Ask 
someone to help you find Nottingham on the map.   Margaret is very, 
very popular with Skipper because she just loves to go long walks.  
She is a birdwatcher and takes lots and lots of photographs when she 
is out and she told us that Skipper sometimes gets a bit fed up waiting 
by the side of a loch or river while she takes photos.   

One of the walks they go on takes them up the hill from our house, 
where there are sheep and cattle.  The cows are Highland Cattle with 
big horns and they can be very big and scary-looking.  The cows are 
not always in the field nearest the road, so Margaret had not seen 
them.    One day, she decided to take Skipper up the hill towards the 
field that they usually walk through to get to the woods.   Skipper was 
quite happy for a time and skipped happily beside her, looking forward 
to his walk.  Suddenly he stopped and would not go any further.   
Margaret was puzzled! Usually he ran in front and round about and 
she had to tell him to walk beside her but this time he was sitting on 
the road behind her and would not come when she called.  This was 
MOST unusual.  Margaret had to go back and put the lead on and pull 
Skipper along. He was not happy at all.   Then Margaret saw why; the 
big cattle were in the field nearest the road and there were little calves 
among them so the bigger cows were standing staring at Margaret and 
Skipper as if to say ‘Don’t come any nearer!’  They are very protective 
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Skipper’s tales

SKIPPER AND FELLOWSHIP
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Skipper has had a lovely time in the last few weeks.  Summer 
is here at last and his normal routine is back in harmony after 
a stormy winter which kept him in a lot.   Every year in May we 
go to the General Assembly in Edinburgh.  I am sure you know 
now what that is. It is a very busy time for the ministers and 
elders as they come together to discuss the business of the 
church, but it is also a very nice time of renewing friendships 
and meeting people we have not seen for a year.   

Skipper, of course, knows nothing of all this.  He does know 
when he sees the suitcases going into the car that he is 
most probably going to stay next door.   We have really nice 
neighbours who love him and are very good to him. They take 
him on lots of long walks. They are so good to him that he 
runs next door as soon as he sees us getting his things ready!  

The Saturday after we come back is always the day of 
the Sabbath School Outing. We look forward to this every 
year and Skipper loves it.  He loves meeting all the people, 
especially the children and he runs round meeting everyone 
and wagging his tail, happy as can be.  Tarbat congregation 
organise the trip, but all the congregations around join in and 
it is another time of seeing people you may not have seen for 
a year, just like the Assembly! You might see Skipper soon in 
the photograph if it is printed.   

This year, for the first time, our own congregation decided 
to meet together on a Saturday morning and have a walk 
on the shores of Loch Ness.   We have THREE dogs in our 
congregation; Luna, the minister's dog,  is a golden retriever 
puppy, Murphy is a black labrador and Skipper.  They had 
a lot of fun, chasing after each other and generally running 
around madly. Luna, being a puppy, watched the older dogs 
and was a bit quieter! They walked for 6 kilometres which is 
a long walk and both the dogs, the children and especially 
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Dear Friends
Have you ever seen a woodpecker? I don’t 
mean a picture of a woodpecker but a real living 
one! Last Lord’s Day I was taking the service 
in a very beautiful part of the world; in a place 
called Glenelg where, amongst other things, 
I saw a woodpecker. It was eating seeds and 
nuts outside the window as I sat after lunch. 

Besides being very beautiful the woodpecker is  
a very special bird. As you will know it spends 
its life  pecking away at trees (and, in Glenelg, at 
telegraph poles!). Imagine what would happen 
if you spent all day banging your head on a 
tree? You would end up with a very sore head, 
wouldn’t you? Why doesn’t this happen to the 
woodpecker?

When the Lord created the woodpecker he 
designed it in such a way that it would be 
ideally suited for pecking wood. He gave it a 
very thick skull and a very special beak. The 
beak is stronger than that of other birds and has 
been described as having industrial strength. 
Between the beak and the skull God placed 
a piece of cartilage which acts as a shock 
absorber.

Once the woodpecker has drilled a hole it 
sticks its tongue into the hole. On the end of 
its tongue are little barbs which stab the bug 
it wants for its dinner. In order to get the bug 
out of the hole it produces a glue in its mouth 
which makes the insect stick to its tongue. Well, 
you know what glue is like! The next problem 
will be getting the insect off the tongue! Ah but, 
God also gave it the ability to make a solvent in 
its mouth which dissolves the glue at the very 
moment it puts the bug in its mouth. That way 
it doesn’t have dinner glued to its tongue and 
it doesn’t swallow its tongue along with dinner!

I don’t know about you but I think that is 
amazing  and it’s one more piece of evidence 
that God and not evolution made this wonderful 
world in which we live.
 Murdo A N Macleod

From
The
Editor

the adults were very happy to get back to the 
church, where all the dogs were put in the cars 
with water and treats and the rest of us went 
into the church hall for lunch and fellowship.   

We have talked a lot about fellowship in this 
story.  Of course, dogs can't have 'fellowship'.  
They can enjoy meeting people and other dogs 
and having fun, but fellowship is so much more 
than that.  It is when Christians get together to 
enjoy the love they share for each other and 
for God.   Christians love to meet together and 
talk about the Bible and how God is working 
in their lives.  Some of you may experience 
this when mum and dad invite people from 
church round for a visit, or when there is a 
fellowship after the service.  Have you noticed 
that it does not seem to matter what age you 
are in a fellowship! It is always good to meet 
together in this way and especially to listen 
to the older Christians talking about how they 
have been  able to overcome all sorts of things 
in their lives because they trust in God.  The 
Bible has a lot to say about fellowship and 
especially in Psalm 133 which I am sure you 
will have heard many times at the end of an 
evening of talking and being together.”Behold 
how good a thing it is”. Next time you are in 
a fellowship, remember that this is something 
God loves his people to do together; to love 
one another and  talk about him and enjoy 
singing his praise together.



WHO AM  I ? 
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I don’t remember much before I came to live in Shiloh. I was just a young child and memories fade. I do 
remember in the early years after going to Shiloh looking out for my mother knowing that she would soon 
come for a visit. You might think that living with an old priest would be very dull but I wasn’t unhappy. There 
were always things to do about the sanctuary. I loved helping Eli and I know he liked having me around. It was 
so strange the way he and my mother met. She was very unhappy that day as Peninnah had been unkind. 
They say that Peninnah was often unkind. My mother went away to pray but Eli thought she was drunk! 

However that misunderstanding was what left me there in Shiloh. My mother having received a promise from 
the Lord that I would be born dedicated me to the Lord and as soon as I was old enough she brought me up 
to Eli. Every year she would come and bring me a new coat. 

There were always people about and  plenty of activity. Eli had two sons but I didn’t like them. They were 
wicked men. I used to see them stealing from the sacrifices the people had brought and if anyone said 
anything to them they just laughed and spoke in the  most horrible way to the people. It was no wonder the 
people began to hate coming with their sacrifices. 

One memory which I shall never forget is the night I heard the voice. I was lying in bed when I heard my 
name being called. I ran to Eli to see what he wanted but he said he hadn’t called me. Well, perhaps it was 
something in my sleep so I settled down but then it happened again. By the third time I was absolutely sure 
that I had heard it and this time I could tell Eli was also taking it seriously. He told me what to say. I can recall 
the words as if it was yesterday. “Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth”. The Lord did speak and it was a very 
solemn message he had. In the morning I didn’t want to tell Eli because it was about his sons but he made 
me tell him what I had heard. I don’t think he was surprised; he must have known that the Lord would punish 
them for what they were doing.

The judgement didn’t come immediately but when it arrived it proved to be the death blow for old Eli. Both 
his sons were killed the same day in a battle with the Philistines. When Eli heard that they were dead and 
that the ark of the covenant had been captured by our enemies  he fell and died. And death wasn’t finished 
with them because his daughter-in-law also died that day. It was a terrible day for our people.

However we also had special times when the Lord blessed us. There was that day when all Israel gathered at 
Mizpeh and we confessed our sins to the Lord. He answered with a great victory against the Philistines and 
for a while the land had rest from war.  

I have had disappointments over the years. One of the biggest was with Saul. I had such high hopes for him 
but he didn’t turn out well. I do believe that the young man from Bethlehem whom I anointed as king will turn 
out better but only if the Lord keeps him from pride. I have seen how easily men go astray no matter how well 
they are taught. Just look at my own sons. 

Who am I? You probably guessed when I mentioned the coat my mother used to bring. Perhaps you are still 
young. My advice is to follow the Lord and listen out for his voice when he speaks through his Word. If you 
follow him he will be faithful to you.
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May entries
1st Prize:- Annie MacDonald, Ness

Runners Up:- 

Duthil-Dores:-Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks,         
            Emily Hutton

Lochalsh & Strath:- Sandy Iain MacInnes, Mina 
MacInnes

Ness:- Hugh MacDonald, Murray MacDonald,                    
            Owen MacDonald 
 
Partick:- Kenny MacKinnon, Mairi MacKinnon

Point:- Alexander MacLeod

Snizort:- Angus Nicolson

Stornoway:- Lily Craig, Sarah Craig, Thomas 
Craig

Name _______________________________

Age ______
Congregation ________________________ 

Address _____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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1. I anointed the first two Kings in Israel.  Who were they 

 ___________________ & ____________________  
 

2. My father's name was  ________________________ 
 
                    

G H A N N A H O D U 
P R A Y I N G A N N 
E L I C O A T  S W H 
N T E A S I N G E A 
I T E M P L E R S P 
N P S A M U E L R P 
N E L K A N A H A Y 
A Y E R D R U N K  S 
H I G H P R I E S T 

            
                   
                         HANNAH   COAT                           PENINNAH  
              SAMUEL                              ELI                TEMPLE 
                         PRAYING              UNHAPPY                   HIGH PRIEST                     
              TEASING                             DRUNK                ELKANAH 
 
 
   WHAT DO ALL THE EXTRA LETTERS SPELL?  
 
   __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
                                                                                                     
         
            
       
 
 



Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations 2015 -  2016

 

 The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and prizewinners.

     Bible Class Grade     Prizewinner: Emma Craig, Stornoway

    Aberdeen - Matthew McGlynn, Verity McGlynn
       Cross - Hugh Macdonald, Kirsty Morrison
       Harris - Rachael Campbell

     Knock & Point - Alexander Macleod
Shettleston - Matthew S. Keddie 

      Stornoway - Lily Craig, Duncan Macdonald
         Tarbat - Ethan C. MacLeod, Murdo D. MacLeod 

    Junior Grade     Prizewinner: Thomas Craig, Stornoway
    Cross - Murray MacDonald, Felicity MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod

Dores - Callum Arie Morrison, Lewis Fraser, Kenneth J Hutton, 
   Emily Hutton, Jonathan Brooks 

         Knock &Point - Norman Macleod, Christina Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod
              Partick - Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon
        Shettleston - Elizabeth J. Keddie
         Stornoway - Sarah Craig, Lydia MacDonald, Susanna MacDonald,
    Tarbat - Malcolm S. MacLeod

   Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize
                   Ayr: GRADE 1: Matteo Plebiscito, Emmuela Plebiscito

                Duthil-Dores: GRADE 1: Lois Brooks
                                  GRADE 2: Jonathan Brooks, Emily Hutton, Kenneth Hutton, 

         Callum Arie Morrison

              Stornoway: GRADE 1: Katie J Mackenzie, John M MacDonald, Peter MacDonald. 
    
   Catechism Diploma

Silver Ayr:  Aletheia Beers, Benaiah Beers, Caleb Beers, Isaac Beers, Nathanael Beers    

               Stornoway:  Lily Craig, Emma Craig 

         Bronze  Cross:  Hugh Macdonald
                                                 Duthil-Dores: Callum Arie Morrison

             Stornoway: Thomas Craig, Sarah Craig 

Bible Class Exam Prizewinner
Emma Craig
Stornoway
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 Grade 2 Exam Prizewinner
Thomas Craig

Stornoway
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Duthil-Dores Maurine Murchison Award 
and Catechism Diploma 

Ayr Catechism Diploma 

Ayr  Maurine Murchison Award



STEPHEN’S TRIAL AND CROWN
You will remember that last month we saw one of the first deacons, a man called Stephen, arrested 
and put on trial for his faith in Jesus and his refusal to change what he said about the Lord Jesus. In 
chapter 7 we have an account of his trial.  

STEPHEN’S DEFENCE (Verses 1-50)
Stephen had to appear before the Sanhedrin. This was made up of the senior Jewish religious 
leaders. These men had plenty of outward religion but they did not have Christ in their hearts nor any 
love for his people. They felt threatened by what Stephen said. There follows quite a full account of 
his teachings. He began with the Covenant God made with Abraham and Abraham’s trust in God’s 
promise. He believed God and it was that faith which lay at the root of his life in which he faithfully 
followed the Lord (v3). Abraham, therefore, was saved by faith and not by the works of the law. 
Stephen then showed that throughout their history the Jews had consistently rejected God’s servants 
who taught them the truth, including the Lord Jesus Christ himself (v9, v39 & v52). 

The Jews also had a history of idolatry (vv41-43) with an emphasis on what is seen, which is what the 
word ‘idol’ means. Christians, on the other hand, are called to “walk by faith and not by sight”. We 
can read more about this in Hebrews chapter 11, especially verses 1 and 27 and also in 1 Peter 1:8.

HIS DEFENCE IS REJECTED (Verses 51-60)
Though Stephen explained things well it did not have a favourable effect on them because the natural, 
unconverted mind is unable to understand and therefore accept the truth of God (Romans 8:7 and 1 
Corinthians 2: 11-14). The Jews were particularly angry that Stephen accused them of not keeping 
the Law of God (v53). This wounded their pride! How often people respond just like this when they 
are reminded that they are sinners, but Christ only came to save sinners (Luke 15:2). There is a great 
difference between knowing and respecting the Law of God and actually obeying it perfectly. Sadly the 
Jews had reduced the standard of God’s Law to outward obedience and had completely neglected 
the crucial need for inner obedience of the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). Stephen now declared that Christ, 
whom they had crucified, was alive, exalted and watching their trial! Jesus stood as Stephen’s 
advocate when everyone else seemed to be against him. What a faithful friend the Lord Jesus is, and 
he says to us, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). The 
Greek for ‘Stephen’ is the word for crown and Stephen was about to get his crown! 

He was dragged out and brutally put to death but isn’t it interesting that it speaks of him “falling 
asleep”. He awoke in glory and heard the words of his Saviour “Well done, good and faithful servant”. 
As we saw last month, one of those present was a young man called Saul of Tarsus. He held their 
coats as they stoned Stephen to death. We know him better as the Apostle Paul and it seems he never 
forgot that day. Soon the Lord would work in his own life and his future would turn out very differently 
to the way in which he imagined! Stephen prayed for those who were killing him and that prayer would 
be answered, at least in part, when Paul was wonderfully converted on his way to Damascus. I’m sure 
Paul often thought of that prayer and thanked God for the faithful young deacon whose name remains 
special in the church all the way down to the present.

    THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - CHAPTER 7
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