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Skipper’s tales

SKIPPER GETS HIS INJECTION

Website: www.fccontinuing.org
Facebook: facebook.com/fccscot
Twitter: twitter.com/fccscot

Last month we talked about Skipper having to go to the vet 
with a very sore face.   His face is now completely cured and 
he is happy not having to wear the collar any more.   Well this 
month, he had another visit to the vet! I don’t think he was 
too pleased when he saw where he was going. This time it 
wasn’t because he had another accident but for one of those 
injections which they give dogs to prevent them getting all 
sorts of nasty illnesses that dogs can get. 

I am sure most of you will have had injections from the doctor, 
and perhaps for exactly the same reason. This usually begins 
when we are little babies and we don’t like it at all. Sometimes 
you will hear babies crying in the doctor’s surgery after getting 
their injections. Even when we get a bit older we are still not 
very keen on the injections. Whilst it is very sore it is also 
good to remember that it is wonderful that nowadays we can 
avoid all sorts of illnesses which many years ago would have 
made us very ill. The failure to get these injections is one of the 
reasons why so many children die in poor parts of the world.

Unlike most of us Skipper has thick skin and didn't mind the 
jabs at all, especially when the vet gave him a treat and lots 
and lots of claps and hugs.  He is very friendly so he just saw 
her as another nice friend! Of course he got an extra special 
long walk that day and a wee bit of spoiling. 

We are responsible for Skipper just as mums and dads are 
responsible for their children and it is good to be able to look 
after him and try to keep him as healthy as possible.   There is 
something even more important than good health and that is 
to have a healthy relationship with God and to learn more and 
more about him and his plan for our lives.  This is why you go 
to Sabbath School and people take you to church.  
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Dear Friends

One of the great changes over the past century 
has been the difference in travel. Not so very 
long ago anyone wanting to travel even a fairly 
short distance would need hours and perhaps 
days to reach their destination. If you wanted 
to go further and travel to another country, 
well that would take weeks or even months. 
Nowadays you can go to the other side of the 
world in a few hours. I have just returned home 
from a long journey. I travelled about 6,500 
miles from home and though I was very tired at 
the end of it all it hadn’t really taken that long. 

As I sat on the plane I was reminded that we 
are all on a journey. A journey that will take us 
from the beginning of our lives all the way to 
the end of our days in this world. A journey 
which begins in this world but will continue into 
a never-ending eternity.

On some of the planes on which I was travelling 
I had a screen in front of me which told me 
how far we had to go to our destination. I knew 
when we were still 5,000 miles away and I could 
see when we were less than 100 miles from the 
airport. That’s one of the differences with the 
journey of life. In that journey we have no idea 
how close we may be to the end. Of course 
God knows but we can’t see the number of our 
days going down. That is a blessing but it is 
also a danger if we are not prepared for death 
and eternity.

At the end of my travels I found myself back 
in Inverness airport where it had all begun 
two weeks before. In the great journey of 
life there is no return ticket. We are always 
moving forwards and we shall never have 
the opportunity to return to this day again. 
That means it is very important that we use it 
wisely and treat each day as though we were 
close to the end of the journey seeking and 
finding peace with God and forgiveness of sins 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.
 Murdo A N Macleod

From
The
Editor

Sometimes we may think our lessons at 
Sabbath School are a bit hard and we 
don't quite understand the big words, 
especially in the Catechism. It is important 
to remember that all the time we are 
learning about very important things. As 
we learn we are storing up God's Word 
in our hearts and the Bible tells us that if 
we learn about God and Jesus when we 
are young, when we are older we will not 
forget what we learned, perhaps, many 
years before. If we learn about the Lord 
and, more importantly, if we trust in him 
and learn to love him, we will have healthy 
souls and a fuller and happier life. 

Just as Skipper’s injection will help prevent 
illness, knowing God’s Word might yet save 
us from all sorts of dangers. It will guide us 
when we are tempted to do wrong and help 
us when we are faced with decisions.King 
David speaks about this in a number of his 
psalms. He saw God’s Word as a guard 
about his life. In Psalm 119 he mentions 
this several times. Ask a grown-up to help 
you to learn this verse, it is Psalm 119 v 
11: “Thy word I in my heart have hid, that I 
offend not thee, O Lord, thou ever blessed 
art, thy statutes teach thou me”.  Ask God 
to help you as you try to learn your lessons 
and work in your heart so that the lessons 
will help to prepare you for life.



STOPPED IN HIS TRACKS!
Saul was at the worst point of his life when Christ met him. He wasn’t looking for Christ but 
the Lord was looking for him. Paul had a lot of what we might call ‘religion’ but he did not 
have the Lord Jesus Christ. For all his knowledge he was as ignorant of God as every other 
unconverted man or woman. It was no surprise that he did not recognise Christ when he 
met him on the road to Damascus. While he didn’t know who the Lord was at least he asked 
the right questions. “Who art thou, Lord?” and “What wilt thou have me to do?” True saving 
knowledge always leads to obedience. When someone is converted they want to serve Christ 
in love and gratitude.

Some people only ask the second question and hope they will be saved by their own good 
works but we have to keep to the same order as Saul. First of all we have to know the Lord 
and then we are ready to serve him. Have you met the Lord? Do you know him as Lord and 
Saviour?

IS HE REALLY A CHRISTIAN?
Sometimes it is difficult for some people in the church to accept that really dreadful sinners 
have been converted. Not surprisingly, given his past life, this was the case with Paul. Ananias 
is very surprised but the Lord revealed to him that Paul had been “chosen” and would soon 
give evidence for his devotion to Christ by suffering for his name. (vv 15 & 16) Are you 
prepared to suffer for Christ? If not, what does that say about your love for the Lord?

Paul immediately began to preach. There was the usual prejudice and opposition (vv 21 
& 23) but Paul wouldn’t stop. The disciples at Damascus saw a real change in his life and 
persuaded Paul to leave so that he would be spared for further service for the Lord. What a 
blessing they did, considering all that Paul went on to do! 

However even the disciples were afraid of Paul because of his past life. (v 26) At this point 
Paul has a real friend called Barnabas who persuaded the others that he was now a true 
Christian and through Barnabas he was able to join the company of the Apostles.

Paul’s life was again threatened, mainly because his enemies could not beat him in debates. 
Little did Paul know that his early education would be so wonderfully used by the Holy Spirit 
for the cause of Christ. It is important to study well. We never know how the Lord will use 
these things later in life. Some people say that “ignorance is the mother of devotion” but that 
just isn’t true. Despite fierce opposition Paul escaped again, to fight another day.

Paul never forgot the wonder of Christ’s love and grace towards him. To the very end of his 
life it was amazing in his eyes that the Lord had saved such a sinner as he was. A wise man 
once said that “every saint has a past and every sinner can have a future”. Is Christ your life 
and your future? Can you say as the apostle Paul did many years later, “For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21)?
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    THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - CHAPTER 9

WHEN A WOLF TURNED 
INTO A SHEEP!

In this chapter we meet Saul of Tarsus again. 
When we last read about him in chapter 7 
he was involved with some very bad people 
but the Lord had a plan for this man. 
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July & August entries

1st Prize:- Mina MacInnes, Lochalsh

Runners Up:- 

Duthil-Dores:-Jonathan Brooks

Gateshead Presbyterian Church:- Jacob Richards

Lochalsh & Strath:- Sandy Iain MacInnes

Ness:- Annie MacDonald, Hugh MacDonald,  Murray 
MacDonald, Owen MacDonald

Partick:- Kenny MacKinnon, Mairi MacKinnon

Snizort:- Angus Nicolson

Stornoway:- Lily Craig, Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig, Lydia 
MacDonald

Name _______________________________

Age ______
Congregation ________________________ 

Address _____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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A LETTER FROM A MINISTER
Rev Charles Spurgeon was a minister in London many years ago. His church was called the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle and it is still there today with the same Gospel being faithfully preached. In the congregation he had  
many families and children. He was always very busy but he still found time to write letters and recently the 
editor came across a letter he wrote to some young friends. He had the joy of hearing that the Lord had used 
these letters to lead some of those young people to the Saviour. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the Lord was still to 
use this letter in the same way. 

My Dear Young Friends

I was a little time ago, at a meeting for prayer, where a large number of ministers were gathered together. 
The main topic of our prayer meeting that day was ‘Our Children.’ It brought tears to my eyes to hear 
these fathers, one after another, pleading with God for their sons and daughters. As they went on entreating 
the Lord to save their families, my heart felt as though it was about to burst with a strong desire that God 
would hear and answer these prayers. After I came home I thought to myself, ‘I know what I shall do: 
I shall write these sons and daughters who were prayed for today and remind them of their parentts’ prayers.

You are highly privileged in having Christian parents who pray for you. Your name is known in the courts 
of heaven.  The needs of your soul have been laid before the Lord and his throne. These things are great 
blessings but I have to ask you a question. Do you pray for yourself? If you do not, why not? If other 
people value your soul, can it be right for you to neglect it? All the prayers and wrestlings of fathers and 
mothers before God on your behalf will avail you nothing if you never seek the Lord yourself. You know this.

I know that you do not intend to cause grief to your parents; but you do. So long as you are never saved, 
they can never rest. No matter how obedient and sweet and kind you may be, they will never feel happy until 
you   have turned  from your sin and come to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and so find everlasting salvation.

Think of this. Remember how much you have already sinned, and none can wash you but Jesus. When you 
grow older you may become very sinful, and none can change your nature and make you holy but the Lord 
Jesus, through his Holy Spirit. You need what your parents seek for you, and you need it now! Why not 
seek it at once? At the meeting I heard one man pray, ‘Lord save our children, and save them young.’ It 
is never too soon to be safe; never too soon to be happy; never too soon to be holy; Jesus loves to receive the 
very young ones.

Remember too that you cannot save yourself but the great and powerful Lord Jesus can save you. Ask him 
to do it. ‘He that asketh, receiveth.’ Then trust in Jesus to save you. He can do it, for he died and rose 
again, that ‘whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life.’ Come and tell Jesus you 
have sinned; seek forgiveness and trust in him for it.

Then imitate our Lord. Be at home what Jesus was at Nazareth; yours will be a happy home, and your 
parents will feel that the dearest wish of their hearts has been granted to them.

I pray you think seriously of heaven and hell; for in one of thos eplaces you will live for ever. Meet me 
in Heaven! Meet me at once at the mercy-seat. Run to your room and pray to the great Father through 
Jesus Christ.

Yours very lovingly,

C H Spurgeon.
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SCOTTISH REFORMATION SOCIETY
WRITING AND PROJECT COMPETITION 

2016-2017
The Scottish Reformation Society have once again organised a writing and project competition. 

We would commend this to our readers. You will find all the details below.

Monarchy Project
(12 years and under) 

Winner £25, Runner-up £20
Produce an illustrated 

timeline for the life of the 
Scottish church leader 
Alexander Henderson.

Hamilton Memorial Essay
(12 years and under) 

Winner £25, Runner-up £20
Describe two important events 

in the life of  the 
Scottish church leader 
Alexander Henderson.

Magdalen Chapel Essay
(13-15 years) (600-800 words) 
Winner £30, Runner-up £25

Write a brief account 
of John Wycliffe, 

the early English Reformer.

Knox Prize Essay
(16-17 years) (about 1000 words) 

Winner £40, Runner-up £35
Describe the life and ministry 

of Alexander Peden,
 the Scottish Covenanter.

Melville Essay
(18-25 years) Winner £60, Runner-up £50
Write a short biography of Martin Bucer, 

the Strasbourg Reformer, 
explaining his importance in the 

European Reformation.

Entries should be sent to Rev. Alasdair Macleod, 25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 
0BP. The closing date is 31st March 2017.
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The three eggshells in the picture probably look very ordinary but they are the remains of a journey 
which became known as the "worst journey in the world". 

In June 1911, as part of Captain Scott's final expedition to the Antarctic, three men set out in search 
of penguin eggs. Their journey took thirty five days in desperately cold and wild conditions. They had 
to cover over 100 miles in temperatures which frequently fell below -70C. Hauling sledges they made 
very slow progress. Blizzards would rage for days on end and one of the explorers wrote that the 
indescribable fury and roar of it was unimaginable. They were obviously prepared to risk everything, 
even their lives, on this expedition. For them it had become the most important thing in the world.

Eventually they reached their destination and with some difficulty collected five eggs. They had high 
hopes that an examination of the eggs would reveal valuable information on penguins and some 
hoped it might help prove the fictional theory of evolution. One of the men, Apsley Cherry-Garrard, was 
entrusted with carrying two of the eggs. Imagine how he must have felt when he fell and broke both 
eggs? 

Eventually all the eggs, including the two now empty shells, were brought back to Britain. Arrangements 
were made to have them presented to the Natural History Museum in London. They were not particularly 
interested in the eggs and at first were reluctant to even accept them. The museum did eventually 
accept the eggs but they turned out to be of little value as far as scientific research was concerned. All 
that effort had produced very little of real, lasting value.

There are lessons for us in this story. We might have all our hopes pinned on something which, in a 
moment, like Cherry-Garrard's eggs, is broken on us. God has a way of taking away any idols which 
take his place. 

These men invested a huge amount of time and energy in collecting the eggs. It became one of the 
great goals of their lives and seemed to promise scientific fame and perhaps even a reward. However, 
at the end of the day,  it brought them very little.

You will have your own ambitions and it's good to remember that even if you achieve them all the 
success belongs only to this world. It will be short lived and never bring lasting happiness. Do you 
remember what Jesus said? "Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life". We can spend our lives chasing the dreams and ambitions of this world or we can 
give our time and energy to pursuing what will last and will bring real success and blessing.

The worst egg hunt in the world
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