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Email: isobel@mcqueer.com Have you ever heard of the General Assembly?  Perhaps someone you 
know went there, your dad or your grandad or maybe an uncle?  Well, 
it is a meeting of the ministers and elders in the church to discuss lots 
of things that are important to the good management of the Church 
and to comment on things going on in the wider world.   There are 
serious moments but there are also nice times when we hear from 
people from other churches and organisations and that can be very 
interesting, especially when they are from places like Australia and the  
USA.  On one of the nights there is a prize-giving when the people who 
have won top place in the Sabbath School and Bibles Classes exams 
are presented to the Moderator and given a book and a shield. 
  
Every year we look forward to going to the Assembly which is held 
in Edinburgh.   Obviously Skipper can’t come with us so we have 
to have someone come and look after him for a week.   We have a 
very nice friend called Margaret who sometimes comes all the way 
from Nottingham, which is quite a long way away from Inverness. Ask 
someone to help you find Nottingham on the map.   Margaret is very, 
very popular with Skipper because she just loves to go long walks.  
She is a birdwatcher and takes lots and lots of photographs when she 
is out and she told us that Skipper sometimes gets a bit fed up waiting 
by the side of a loch or river while she takes photos.   

One of the walks they go on takes them up the hill from our house, 
where there are sheep and cattle.  The cows are Highland Cattle with 
big horns and they can be very big and scary-looking.  The cows are 
not always in the field nearest the road, so Margaret had not seen 
them.    One day, she decided to take Skipper up the hill towards the 
field that they usually walk through to get to the woods.   Skipper was 
quite happy for a time and skipped happily beside her, looking forward 
to his walk.  Suddenly he stopped and would not go any further.   
Margaret was puzzled! Usually he ran in front and round about and 
she had to tell him to walk beside her but this time he was sitting on 
the road behind her and would not come when she called.  This was 
MOST unusual.  Margaret had to go back and put the lead on and pull 
Skipper along. He was not happy at all.   Then Margaret saw why; the 
big cattle were in the field nearest the road and there were little calves 
among them so the bigger cows were standing staring at Margaret and 
Skipper as if to say ‘Don’t come any nearer!’  They are very protective 
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Skipper’s tales

SKIPPER AND THE HEAVY RAIN
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Facebook: facebook.com/fccscot
Twitter: twitter.com/fccscot

On the 24th of December we went to see our family who live 
in a town called Darlington in the north of England. Skipper 
was very excited when he saw the suitcases coming out.  I 
think he thought he was going next door to his dear friends 
who usually look after him and he was quite happy.   

He got a bit of a shock when he saw all the luggage going on 
the back seat of the car and his bed going in the boot!   Yes, 
he was coming!   I don’t think he thought much of the long 
journey, but he had a cosy bed and a few toys and some 
treats and water when we stopped to let him and us stretch 
our legs, so he was quite okay and of course he was very 
excited when he got out of the car at last and realised we 
were visiting our grandchildren and he would have lots of fun!

It was raining when we left and it rained for almost the entire 
journey.  The fields in Perthshire were beginning to flood and 
all the rivers were very swollen and fast moving.  We had the 
radio on for some of the time and heard names of villages 
which were preparing for flooding and we were concerned 
that most of them were in Cumbria which we would pass 
through to get to Darlington!  When we got to Cumbria we 
crossed from the M6 on a road called the A66 and we passed 
road signs for villages which were either flooded or preparing 
for floods and still the rain kept coming!  

We eventually arrived at about 5pm and it was raining very 
heavily.  Do you know, it was almost 48 hours later when the 
rain stopped!   We were very fortunate that where we were did 
not flood but even so it was very unpleasant.  Skipper still had 
to go out for his walks and even though we had waterproofs 
and a big umbrella it was cold and very, very wet!   He was 
fine and seemed to think it fun, but he has what is called 
a double coat.  On the outside he has rough hair which is 
almost waterproof and underneath a nice warm fluffy coat.   
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Dear Friends
I wonder if you have had difficulties with the Lord’s 
Day? Perhaps there was a school trip which you 
were unable to go on because it involved travel or 
activities on the Sabbath. Maybe a school friend 
had arranged a birthday party and you were quite 
excited about it all until you realised, with a groan, 
that it wasn’t going to be on Saturday.

Maybe this left you feeling very annoyed and a bit 
embarrassed in front of your friends. Why does the 
church make such a fuss about it anyway? Isn’t it just 
an old Highland custom or an old Jewish tradition? 
It isn’t really sensible to try and keep it in the sort of 
world in which we live in 2016, is it?

Well, when do you think it began? Many people are 
surprised to discover that it began at the time of 
creation. After God had finished his work of creation 
“he rested on the seventh day” and he “blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it”. (Genesis 2: 2-3) This 
was God’s pattern for our week and although the 
day has changed from the seventh to the first day 
of the week because of the resurrection of Jesus 
the pattern itself has never changed. The Lord’s 
Day was there at the very beginning as one of the 
building blocks for our lives along with marriage, 
between one man and one woman, and work for 
those who are able to do it.

Later on the Lord reminded the children of Israel 
about the Lord’s Day when he said, “Remember 
the  sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the LORD thy God”. (Exodus 20: 8-10) It 
is as important as the other nine commandments. We 
wouldn’t dream of saying that the commandments 
about murder or lying can be forgotten. Well, neither 
can we ignore this fourth commandment.

The Lord has given us six days in which to go about 
our business and he claims the other day as his special 
one.  He also promises special blessings for those 
who use the Lord’s Day well. We have an opportunity 
to put aside everything else and concentrate on 
the needs of our souls. When someone becomes a 
Christian one of the first changes in their lives is that 
they begin to love the Lord’s Day. It can’t come round 
quickly enough. You think that sounds really strange,   
don’t you? Is that telling you that you don’t love the 
day because you don’t love the Lord? Think about it!
Murdo A N Macleod

From
The
Editor

We did not enjoy splashing through the rain 
and standing huddled under the umbrella 
as he ran around but he just stopped every 
now and again to give himself a good shake 
and then carried on!  When the rain stopped 
a beautiful rainbow appeared in the sky, the 
sun came out and very quickly we forgot 
the misery of the pouring rain and enjoyed 
a lovely walk round the town, but of course 
when we looked at the news on TV and saw 
the devastation others had suffered we were 
very sad.   I am sure you were too.  

Lots of people have suffered during the 
recent floods and it will take them a long time 
to recover, but as soon as the rain stopped 
and the rainbow appeared we remembered 
that God places the rainbow in the sky to 
remind us of a time when the whole world 
was flooded and only Noah and his family 
survived.  God promised then that until the 
end of time he would never again flood the 
whole world and he has kept and will keep 
that promise.  God of course keeps all of his 
promises.  

At the beginning of a new year some people 
make promises to themselves called ‘New 
Year Resolutions’. However it is often the 
case that before very long they realise that 
they have not really kept them but the 
rainbow tells us that God’s promises are true 
and sure and can always be relied on.   A 
better New Year Resolution would be to look 
up God’s promises in the Bible.  See if you 
can find some of them for yourself or ask 
someone to help you look them up.
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I am living in a very unhappy time 
in the history of my people. We had 
wandered away from the things of 
God. Very few people worshipped the 
Lord and most were happy enough to 
go along with the new idols: Baal and 
Ashtaroth. It broke my heart to see it 
happening and I wondered how long 
it would be before God did something 
about it. Perhaps he was just going 
to leave us completely. Thankfully he 
didn’t. 

Not that it was easy to do what he told 
me. I was to go and deliver a message 
to the king. I was to tell him that the 
Lord was not going to send any more 
rain or dew upon the land. That sort of 
message would be difficult even if the 
king was easier to deal with. He was 
a very wicked man and his wife was 
even worse. She hated me. I could 
see it in her eyes but the Lord gave me 
the strength to deliver his message. I 
don’t know if they believed me or not 
but they soon found out that it was all 
true.

How did I survive during the drought? 
Well, it’s an amazing story. First of all 
the Lord directed me to a stream. So 
I had water to drink. Twice a day, and 
I know you will find this astonishing, I 
still do when I think of it, ravens would 
arrive with food. After that I spent 
some time in the Land of Sidon with 
the widow and her son. Oh, the Lord 
performed a miracle there! What a 
miracle when that boy lived again.

He then sent me back with another 
message for the king. We were to 
gather on Mount Carmel. They were all 
there, the prophets of Baal: hundreds 
of them sneering and snarling. The 
test was for us to prepare an altar 
and the true God would send fire from 
heaven. They went first but it didn’t 

go well with them. They pleaded and 
they danced. They cut themselves 
with knives; it was a horrible sight 
but, of course, Baal couldn’t hear 
them or help them. Then it was my 
turn and after the altar was built I 
had it all soaked through with barrels 
of water. I prayed then and how the 
Lord answered. The fire came down 
and licked up the water and the 
wood and the stones and the altar. 
The crowd cried out: “The LORD, 
he is the God; the LORD, he is the 
God.” And then he sent the rain.

Strangely enough it was then that I 
got frightened. I heard the queen’s 
threats and I ran but again he cared 
for me and led me to Horeb, that 
wonderful mountain where Moses 
received the Ten Commandments. I 
was there and I saw his power and 
heard him speak. There in Arabia 
he gave me a new work to do and 
told me about the man who would 
continue this work when I am gone.

I know that my work in this world is 
nearly done. We are at the Jordan 
now, my young friend and I. I am not 
sure what is about to happen but I 
know that my body and soul are safe 
in the hands of the Lord. 

You know who I am, don’t you? And 
if you go to the Old Testament and 
the Books of 1st and 2nd Kings you 
can read about these things there. 
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December entries
1st Prize:- Susanna MacDonald

Runners Up:-

Partick:- Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon

Snizort:- Angus Nicolson

Stornoway:- Sarah Craig, Lily Craig,  Thomas Craig,          
Lydia MacDonald, John MacDonald.
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____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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1. I said these words to a widow  
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2. My story is mainly told in the Old Testament but I am mentioned in the New 

Testament but using my Greek name. What is it? ______________________ 

 

3. I was one of 2 people who didn’t die in the Bible can you name the other? 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 



A LETTER FROM A MINISTER
Rev Charles Spurgeon was a minister in London many years ago. His church was called the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle and it is still there today with the same Gospel being faithfully preached. In the congregation he had  
many families and children. He was always very busy but he still found time to write letters and recently the 
editor came across a letter he wrote to some young friends. He had the joy of hearing that the Lord had used 
these letters to lead some of those young people to the Saviour. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the Lord was still to 
use this letter in the same way. 

My Dear Young Friends

I was a little time ago, at a meeting for prayer, where a large number of ministers were gathered together. 
The main topic of our prayer meeting that day was ‘Our Children.’ It brought tears to my eyes to hear 
these fathers, one after another, pleading with God for their sons and daughters. As they went on entreating 
the Lord to save their families, my heart felt as though it was about to burst with a strong desire that God 
would hear and answer these prayers. After I came home I thought to myself, ‘I know what I shall do: 
I shall write these sons and daughters who were prayed for today and remind them of their parentts’ prayers.

You are highly privileged in having Christian parents who pray for you. Your name is known in the courts 
of heaven.  The needs of your soul have been laid before the Lord and his throne. These things are great 
blessings but I have to ask you a question. Do you pray for yourself? If you do not, why not? If other 
people value your soul, can it be right for you to neglect it? All the prayers and wrestlings of fathers and 
mothers before God on your behalf will avail you nothing if you never seek the Lord yourself. You know this.

I know that you do not intend to cause grief to your parents; but you do. So long as you are never saved, 
they can never rest. No matter how obedient and sweet and kind you may be, they will never feel happy until 
you   have turned  from your sin and come to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and so find everlasting salvation.

Think of this. Remember how much you have already sinned, and none can wash you but Jesus. When you 
grow older you may become very sinful, and none can change your nature and make you holy but the Lord 
Jesus, through his Holy Spirit. You need what your parents seek for you, and you need it now! Why not 
seek it at once? At the meeting I heard one man pray, ‘Lord save our children, and save them young.’ It 
is never too soon to be safe; never too soon to be happy; never too soon to be holy; Jesus loves to receive the 
very young ones.

Remember too that you cannot save yourself but the great and powerful Lord Jesus can save you. Ask him 
to do it. ‘He that asketh, receiveth.’ Then trust in Jesus to save you. He can do it, for he died and rose 
again, that ‘whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life.’ Come and tell Jesus you 
have sinned; seek forgiveness and trust in him for it.

Then imitate our Lord. Be at home what Jesus was at Nazareth; yours will be a happy home, and your 
parents will feel that the dearest wish of their hearts has been granted to them.

I pray you think seriously of heaven and hell; for in one of thos eplaces you will live for ever. Meet me 
in Heaven! Meet me at once at the mercy-seat. Run to your room and pray to the great Father through 
Jesus Christ.

Yours very lovingly,

C H Spurgeon.

‘I am happy my suitcase has wheels.’ James walks with his suitcase 
behind mum and dad. 
‘So am I! Phew ... It is so hot!!’ Ruth puts her suitcase down and rubs 
the sweat off her face.
‘Good that it is not raining at the moment’, smiles dad.
On their way to the airport the rain had splashed down. You can still 
see it. The whole runway is wet. 

James is at the bottom of the aircraft steps. He looks up. ‘Ruth, look! How huge is this 
one!’
Ruth doesn’t react. She drags her suitcase up the stairs and shows her boarding pass 
to the flight attendant. Then she follows her brother. ‘Did you see how beautiful that 
woman was dressed?’ she whispered to James. 
Now he doesn’t react. He is looking at the numbers above the seats. ‘Yes!’ exclaims 
James ‘Found it! Here Ruth, in the back.’ 
Dad has managed to get them properly arranged. Ruth can sit with mum on the rear 
seats, along with their baby brother Ian. James and dad sit in front of them. Of course, 
James and Ruth get the window seats. In the beginning, there is plenty to see.  
‘Look!’ points mum. ‘There are the trolleys with our suitcases coming.’

The Big Trip

‘Where?’ Ruth puts her nose against the window.
‘Behind that little truck.’
‘And the other truck is bringing the meals’, knows James. ‘Oh, I also see the tanker with 
fuel!’ 
Then the moment comes that a trolley removes the aircraft stairs. The engines are roaring. 
Ruth puts her fingers in her ears.
The plane starts taxiing. Faster and faster it goes. Everyone is pushed back in their seat.  

‘There we go. The plane is flying!’ shouts James over the noise of the engines. 
He peeks behind between the two seats to his sister. ‘Cool hey, Ruth?!’ 
Ruth nods. She chews furiously on a chewing gum. So annoying, but if the plane rises very 
quickly the air pressure makes her ears start hurting. Therefore mum is always giving them 
a sweet. If you suck or chew something your ears will not easily close down and hurt... 
Ruth looks outside the window. Higher and higher they go. ‘I see the Great East Road!’ she 
shouts to James.
She clearly sees the one tarred road between all the green, yellow and brown undergrowth;  
the long road they drove yesterday for six hours long...  There is only one tarmac road from 
the town near their mission to the capital, where the airport is.  
James laughs: ‘Do you see how small the huts seem to be now?’
Suddenly everything outside is just white as if it is foggy. The plane dives into the clouds.  
Just a little later they have risen above the clouds. 
Ruth giggles: ‘It looks like the sky is full of big cauliflowers.’ 

6
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Also in the plane there is plenty to see. So many people! Some look 
a bit strange, thinks Ruth. Men in long robes and with long beards.
Every time when the flight attendant walks up the aisle Ruth looks 
at her beautiful clothes. ‘In future I want to be a stewardess’, she 
says to mum. ‘Just like her! Then I will  bring all the people food and 
drinks.’
Just at that moment the stewardess comes back. ‘Would you like 
to have a surprise bag?’ Ruth nods with a big smile and gets a little 
colourful plastic bag. Quickly she looks inside. ‘Fun!’ She takes out 
a puzzle, a colouring book and six coloured pencils. Something just 
for her!  
When the stewardess asks James he just accepts the gift and puts 
it in the bag in front of his seat.  He prefers to look at the screen in 
the headrest of the seat in front of him. Or he looks outside. So he 
tries to keep up with which countries they are flying over. Interesting! 
The screen tells you the speed of the aircraft. Sometimes it reaches 
even 1000 kilometres an hour! And high! About 10 kilometres above 
the earth! 

When there are no clouds you see such beautiful things beneath: green forests in the Congo, 
bare mountains in Chad, the endless Sahara sands, then the Mediterranean. 
Hours later James jumps up and down excitedly in his seat: ‘Ruth! I see snow!’ 
‘These are the Alps’, explains Dad. 
‘Oh, how I hope that there will be snow in Scotland!’ sighs Ruth.
A bit later James and Ruth see the sun set over the clouds. What stunning colours! Then it 
becomes very dark. Now you can only see all little lights of villages and towns. Just like the 
plenty of stars in the dark sky of Zambia when the moon is not shining. 
When they are above a big city they even can see cars on roads as a long, long snake of red, 
orange and yellow lights. 

Pling! There is the sound indicating that the seat belts must be fastened. They're going to land.  
Just a little while ... then James and Ruth will see their grandfathers and grandmothers again.  
Just a few weeks in Scotland!  Dad calls it furlough. What are they going to experience?  Will 
the friends still know them? Would there be snow? How exciting to be here again!
Travelling is exciting, isn’t it? Maybe you have never travelled with an airplane. But travelling is 
something we all do. It doesn’t matter how. Even when you go by train, bus, car, bike or if you 
just walk, it is all travelling. 

The most important thing is that you know where you are going. You also need to know the 
way to get to your destination. A map can help you. A guide is also helpful when you don’t 

know where to go.

Your life is a journey also. What is your destination?
Use your Bible as a map and let Jesus be your Guide.

He says about himself in John 14:6: “ I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by Me.”

7



THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Last month we looked at chapter 1 and noticed amongst other things, that the Lord promised 
that the Holy Spirit would be poured out on the believers. No doubt they would have prayed 
for that to happen and now in this chapter that promise is fulfilled.

A MIRACLE
Every year, fifty days after the Passover, the Jews gathered for the Feast of Pentecost. This 
meant that as the events of this chapter unfolded Jerusalem would be filled with people, many 
of whom came from other countries and spoke different languages. Imagine their surprise 
when they heard the apostles speak in their own language. This was the first gift of the Spirit, 
the ability to speak in other languages or ‘tongues’ without having learned one word of these 
languages. It was a sign that these men were the Lord’s and it was also given to assist them in 
spreading the Gospel. Imagine how easy it would be if we still had this gift today. Missionaries 
would not need to learn foreign languages but God had only given this as a temporary gift in 
the exceptional circumstances of that time.

AN ATTENTIVE CONGREGATION
We are also told what message the crowds in Jerusalem heard on that occasion. Christ, they 
were told, had come to fulfil the prophecies and promises of the Old Testament (vv16-32). They 
were also assured that despite all the efforts to get rid of him he remains a living Saviour (vv33-
36)! However it is never enough to hear the message of the Gospel. That message only leads 
to salvation when the Holy Spirit works with it. There are several signs that accompany that 
work of the Spirit. One of these is conviction of sin, especially our sin towards God and Christ 
himself and we see this at work in verse 37. Another sign of the Spirit’s work is repentance, 
turning from sin and self to Christ and Peter speaks of that in verse 38. Faith is also necessary 
and in verse 41 many who heard this message took hold of the promise of salvation in Christ. 
You notice verse 41 speaks of receiving this message. They got life and blessing for their 
souls from what they heard. What a great time that was in Jerusalem. Imagine three thousand 
people being converted at the same time (v41)!

BAPTISM AND UNITY
This chapter leaves us in no doubt that this is the only Gospel for young and old, small and 
great (v39 and Acts 26:22). For those who were old enough to profess their faith baptism 
followed for themselves and, as we see later in Acts, also for their families (Acts 16: 15 & 33). 
Incidentally these baptisms would not have involved immersion: apart from anything else there 
was no river in Jerusalem. These believers enjoyed a special unity in the Spirit and the last 
verses of the chapter describe that for us. There was a great love and a great sharing. They 
loved to meet together and we should follow their example. At the heart of all their gatherings 
was a great reverence for the Lord: “fear came upon every soul” (v43). We also need that 
reverence and a trust in the Lord to keep us from presumption and carelessness.
In this important chapter we have seen how the Lord builds his church. We have also seen 
how the Spirit gives life in Christ and how that life is lived. The Lord can and will build his 
church and the “gates of hell” shall not prevent it. Do you know the words in Psalm 68 verse 
18? Read them along with this chapter and see the way in which this chapter fulfils that Old 
Testament promise.
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    THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - CHAPTER 2
Last month we began a new series of articles looking at the Acts of the Apostles. This was 
written by Luke, a Christian doctor.


