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Email: isobel@mcqueer.com Have you ever heard of the General Assembly?  Perhaps someone you 
know went there, your dad or your grandad or maybe an uncle?  Well, 
it is a meeting of the ministers and elders in the church to discuss lots 
of things that are important to the good management of the Church 
and to comment on things going on in the wider world.   There are 
serious moments but there are also nice times when we hear from 
people from other churches and organisations and that can be very 
interesting, especially when they are from places like Australia and the  
USA.  On one of the nights there is a prize-giving when the people who 
have won top place in the Sabbath School and Bibles Classes exams 
are presented to the Moderator and given a book and a shield. 
  
Every year we look forward to going to the Assembly which is held 
in Edinburgh.   Obviously Skipper can’t come with us so we have 
to have someone come and look after him for a week.   We have a 
very nice friend called Margaret who sometimes comes all the way 
from Nottingham, which is quite a long way away from Inverness. Ask 
someone to help you find Nottingham on the map.   Margaret is very, 
very popular with Skipper because she just loves to go long walks.  
She is a birdwatcher and takes lots and lots of photographs when she 
is out and she told us that Skipper sometimes gets a bit fed up waiting 
by the side of a loch or river while she takes photos.   

One of the walks they go on takes them up the hill from our house, 
where there are sheep and cattle.  The cows are Highland Cattle with 
big horns and they can be very big and scary-looking.  The cows are 
not always in the field nearest the road, so Margaret had not seen 
them.    One day, she decided to take Skipper up the hill towards the 
field that they usually walk through to get to the woods.   Skipper was 
quite happy for a time and skipped happily beside her, looking forward 
to his walk.  Suddenly he stopped and would not go any further.   
Margaret was puzzled! Usually he ran in front and round about and 
she had to tell him to walk beside her but this time he was sitting on 
the road behind her and would not come when she called.  This was 
MOST unusual.  Margaret had to go back and put the lead on and pull 
Skipper along. He was not happy at all.   Then Margaret saw why; the 
big cattle were in the field nearest the road and there were little calves 
among them so the bigger cows were standing staring at Margaret and 
Skipper as if to say ‘Don’t come any nearer!’  They are very protective 
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Skipper’s tales

SKIPPER AND THE MOLES
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Facebook: facebook.com/fccscot
Twitter: twitter.com/fccscot

Have you ever seen a mole?  I am sure you have seen a picture of 
one, but have you ever actually seen one?   The first sign they are 
in the garden is when a huge pile of earth called a mole hill appears 
as if out of nowhere in the middle of the grass! Then another, and 
another, seemingly higglety pigglety all over the grassy part of the 
garden.  

The person who does the gardening, usually dad, gets a bit cross 
and agitated but unless you know what you are doing and how to 
catch them, there is not a lot you can do.   There are people called 
‘mole catchers’ who know how to catch them but there don’t 
seem to be many of them about and they don’t really advertise so 
molehill’s are just anuisance when they start appearing.   

You will have guessed that just recently we have had a number of 
mole hills appear in the garden.   Skipper showed a bit of interest 
for a while and sniffed around them but he soon got used to them, 
although he does stop and listen sometimes and I suppose he is 
hearing the mole moving around underground.  Moles are very 
clever; they tunnel underground and every few feet they create an 
air hole which is of course what causes the mole hill.  

They are very hard to catch because they are not directly under the 
mole hill, they are hiding just to the side of it as if they know you 
will try and catch them in the most obvious place.  Their mole hills 
really ruin the garden though and they are right at the back door 
where Skipper usually sits, so even he is a bit fed up with them!   

Well, the other day it snowed.  It snowed all afternoon and most 
of the night and when we got up the garden was all flat and there 
was NO sign of the molehills at all.  Skipper loves the snow and he 
was soon running about the garden, rolling about in it getting all 
covered and running up to the gate to greet the children passing 
by with their sledges. Of course when he came into the warmth the 
snow melted and we had puddles on the kitchen floor!  

I am sure you will agree the snow is very beautiful and it is great 
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Dear Friends
A new book came out this week. It’s written by 
a naturalist called Charles Foster and is called 
‘Being A Beast’. Mr Foster has always been 
very keen on animals and wildlife, but recently 
he has gone a lot further in his research. He 
believes in the appalling lie of evolution and 
decided to try and live like some of his favourite 
animals. He believes, of course, that we came 
from the animals so, as far as he’s concerned, 
this is how some of our ancestors would have 
lived before they eventually became humans. 
He has tried to live as a fox, a badger, a red 
deer and a swift. This has involved sleeping 
outside under bushes, prowling about by night 
and eating worms. 

The whole thing is very sad. What a confused 
man he is! He wanted to be able to go back 
to wandering around on all fours but God 
didn’t create us on all fours, but on two legs. 
We stood upright with, “dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl (birds) of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth”. We are very different to all the rest 
of God’s creatures. Unlike any of the others we 
have a soul. None of them will have to appear 
before God on the Day of Judgement and give 
an account for how they have lived their lives. 
When animals die that is the end. We will never 
go out of existence. We will live for all eternity. 

In the Bible there was a man who refused to listen 
to the voice and warnings of God. Eventually 
the Lord brought a terrible judgement on him. 
He became like a wild animal, living outside and 
eating grass. His name was Nebuchadnezzar 
and at the end of his terrible experience his 
pride was broken and he humbly confessed 
that the Lord is King. It is unlikely that any of us 
will try and copy poor Mr Foster, but unless we 
have been saved and are walking with the Lord 
we too are living just like the animals without 
a word about our souls or the eternity that lies 
ahead of us.
Murdo A N Macleod

From
The
Editor

fun making snowmen and throwing snowballs.   
Our garden looked really lovely, especially at 
the back where the molehills seemed to have 
disappeared!  Of course next day it warmed up, 
the snow melted and sure enough the molehills 
were still there!

Skipper just looked at them and looked at me as 
if to say, ‘I thought they’d gone!’  I couldn’t help 
thinking, when I saw the snow, how perfectly 
white it is without a mark on it.  It covered up all 
the molehills and the weeds and the untidy bits 
of the garden making everything look perfect.  
Next day, though, it was all melted and the 
molehills and the untidiness were back!  

Isn’t that just like us when we do wrong and try to 
cover it up?   We might even be successful for a 
while and think that no one notices, we cover up 
our faults like the snow covers the ground, but 
of course they are still there underneath and we 
can do nothing about it until we tell God and ask 
him to forgive us and help us not to do the same 
things over and over again. 

The Bible tells us that if we ask Jesus to forgive 
our sins,  he will cover them up and they will 
never be seen again. He will wash us and we will 
become WHITER than the snow.  Ask someone 
to help you look up the Bible verses that talk 
about snow, but more importantly about how to 
ask for our sins to be forgiven and covered.



WHO AM  I ? 

The Explorer4

Has there ever been a day which changed your life? My life changed forever that day the old prophet 
came to our house. I wasn't in when he arrived. I was out with the sheep and that took all of my time and 
energy, what with the lions and the bears always prowling about and attacking the flock, although some 
of them didn't attack us twice! 

My father sent for me and the prophet anointed my head with oil. I wasn't just going to be a shepherd 
in Bethlehem. I would eventually become King of Israel. It's good to know that the Lord has a plan, a 
perfect plan, for our lives and we can be sure that his plan is always the best plan for us. Ask him to 
guide you as you think of school subjects and future work.

The route to the throne proved difficult. The man who was king before me became very jealous. So 
jealous in fact that he tried, time after time, to kill me. Watch out for jealousy. It's an awful thing and 
you never know what you might do as a result of it. He would go into the most awful rages and throw a 
javelin or send others to have me killed. I had to flee into the mountains and for a long time I was hunted 
there. However, the Lord looked after me and kept me safe. He was my shepherd and what a faithful, 
wise shepherd he was. Is he your shepherd? Have you come into his flock and under his wings?

I am probably best known for fighting a giant. He was a 
Philistine and an enemy, not only of my people, but also of 
the Lord. He mocked the Lord and that hurt me more than 
anything else he said or did. He had all the armour that a 
soldier like him would have and all I had was my sling and 
some stones. The Lord directed my aim and the stone hit 
him and that was the ending of his mocking. When you 
face problems, even giant problems, don't try and manage 
them by yourself; look to the Lord for his help.

Eventually I became king and the Lord blessed the nation 
during these years. Sadly I have not been a perfect king 
and despite the kindness of God I committed some terrible 
sins. I suffered as a result and you can read more about 
that in Psalm 51. I wrote most of the psalms and as you 

read them you will find, not only my thoughts and feelings, but also promises about the Saviour who 
was to come. My reign eventually came to an end but the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ, one of my 
descendants, will never end. Psalm 72 has a great deal to say about that and you should read it along 
with this article. Always remember that sin brings bitter results into our lives. I thought I could do what 
I wanted and nothing would happen but the Lord showed me that wasn't the case at all.

As a result of my sin trouble came into my family. One of my sons turned out to be a very bad man. At 
one stage I had to flee from the palace in order to save my life. When you are tempted to do bad things 
remember the effect that could have on your parents. Try to honour them and don't do things which will 
hurt them. Absalom my son hurt me terribly with his lies and disobedience.

One great blessing which I had was a good friend. Jonathan was very wise and he loved the Lord. We 
were able to help each other and I miss him badly. Choose your friends carefully and beware of people 
who will lead you into wrong things. Choose a friend like Jonathan who will help you to obey the Lord 
and honour the things of God. 

Who am I? I'm sure you've worked it out and now you can complete the puzzle on the opposite page 
and send it to Anne who's waiting for your letters.
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January entries
1st Prize:- Sandy Iain MacInnes

Runners Up:-

Lochalsh & Strath: Mina MacInnes

Partick:- Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon

Stornoway:- Sarah Craig, Lily Craig,  Thomas Craig,          
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____________________________________
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1. I was anointed to be king at a very young age even though I was not from 

a royal family and had older brothers. 
2. All these people were in my life.  

 
E E I J O N A T H A N K 
N A T H A N B B G H J P 
T J O J W A S C I N O W 
M E P H I B O S H E T H 
H S M L U I L D F M V X 
Q S A S Y G O L I A T H 
B E B U S A M U E L U Y 
L F P V L I O E G E R L 
P A R T A L N H S T Z A 

 
Saul 
Jesse 

Jonathan 

Goliath                             
Samuel 

Solomon 

Absolom 
Nathan 
Abigail 

 
3. Hidden in the puzzle is the name of one of Jonathans sons who I showed 

mercy to for his father’s sake, can you find his name aswell? 
 
_______________________________________ 
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A LETTER FROM A MINISTER
Rev Charles Spurgeon was a minister in London many years ago. His church was called the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle and it is still there today with the same Gospel being faithfully preached. In the congregation he had  
many families and children. He was always very busy but he still found time to write letters and recently the 
editor came across a letter he wrote to some young friends. He had the joy of hearing that the Lord had used 
these letters to lead some of those young people to the Saviour. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the Lord was still to 
use this letter in the same way. 

My Dear Young Friends

I was a little time ago, at a meeting for prayer, where a large number of ministers were gathered together. 
The main topic of our prayer meeting that day was ‘Our Children.’ It brought tears to my eyes to hear 
these fathers, one after another, pleading with God for their sons and daughters. As they went on entreating 
the Lord to save their families, my heart felt as though it was about to burst with a strong desire that God 
would hear and answer these prayers. After I came home I thought to myself, ‘I know what I shall do: 
I shall write these sons and daughters who were prayed for today and remind them of their parentts’ prayers.

You are highly privileged in having Christian parents who pray for you. Your name is known in the courts 
of heaven.  The needs of your soul have been laid before the Lord and his throne. These things are great 
blessings but I have to ask you a question. Do you pray for yourself? If you do not, why not? If other 
people value your soul, can it be right for you to neglect it? All the prayers and wrestlings of fathers and 
mothers before God on your behalf will avail you nothing if you never seek the Lord yourself. You know this.

I know that you do not intend to cause grief to your parents; but you do. So long as you are never saved, 
they can never rest. No matter how obedient and sweet and kind you may be, they will never feel happy until 
you   have turned  from your sin and come to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and so find everlasting salvation.

Think of this. Remember how much you have already sinned, and none can wash you but Jesus. When you 
grow older you may become very sinful, and none can change your nature and make you holy but the Lord 
Jesus, through his Holy Spirit. You need what your parents seek for you, and you need it now! Why not 
seek it at once? At the meeting I heard one man pray, ‘Lord save our children, and save them young.’ It 
is never too soon to be safe; never too soon to be happy; never too soon to be holy; Jesus loves to receive the 
very young ones.

Remember too that you cannot save yourself but the great and powerful Lord Jesus can save you. Ask him 
to do it. ‘He that asketh, receiveth.’ Then trust in Jesus to save you. He can do it, for he died and rose 
again, that ‘whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life.’ Come and tell Jesus you 
have sinned; seek forgiveness and trust in him for it.

Then imitate our Lord. Be at home what Jesus was at Nazareth; yours will be a happy home, and your 
parents will feel that the dearest wish of their hearts has been granted to them.

I pray you think seriously of heaven and hell; for in one of thos eplaces you will live for ever. Meet me 
in Heaven! Meet me at once at the mercy-seat. Run to your room and pray to the great Father through 
Jesus Christ.

Yours very lovingly,

C H Spurgeon.

get there!’ Ruth runs to the house of her grandparents, where they stay during their furlough in 
Scotland.

James follows straight after her.  
They burst into the porch.  
‘Put your boots on the mat, children!' grandmother calls from the kitchen. ‘I don’t want snow in 
the house!’
They kick off their boots and then quickly go through the kitchen to the living room. There's 
grandfather hidden behind his newspaper.  
‘Hey, are mom and dad not around?’  James wonders.  
‘Gone to the shop’, says grandfather without looking up.  
"Ah, no!  Whenever we have a nice plan it can’t be done’, grumbles Ruth.  
Grandpa puts his paper down and looks at Ruth.  ‘That sounds like you are very pleased’, he says 
teasingly and winks. 'But tell me! What plan do you have?’ 
’We want to go to the sand dunes to sledge, but of course we can’t go if mum and dad are not 
with us’, James says.  
'Oh no?' asks grandfather, surprised. Then he whispers: 'What if we agree that the three of us 
secretly run away?’  
‘Are you serious, grandpa?’  asks Ruth.  
‘Of course!’ says  Grandpa. ‘If you knew how much I have wished to sledge down a hill again...  I 
used to do this with my friends when I was young. I'm not so old that I can’t do it any more, am I?’  
‘Yes !!’  cheers James, ‘Come on, let's go!’  
Ruth dances around the living room. 

 Splat!  A big snowball splashes onto Ruth’s back.  
'Yes! I hit you’,  James cheers.  
Ruth turns around.  She bends quickly to avoid the next snowball which already whizzes through 
the air.  ‘I'll get you ...’ she shouts. Her cheeks are red from the cold.  
‘You won’t manage...' James challenges his sister. 
 'Oh no? Be careful, boy!’ boasts Ruth. She grabs her hands full of snow, runs to James and 
throws the snow smack in his face. 
James is totally overwhelmed. He splutters the snow from his mouth and nose. He rubs his eyes 
and says: ‘Wait a minute, that was not a snowball!’
 ’Oh, was that what I needed to do? If you had told me so, of course I would have made a 
snowball...’ Ruth gives him her most innocent smile.  
Yes, then James has to laugh, whether he likes it or not. 
 ‘Shall we go sledging?’  Ruth asks. ‘Or would you rather go sliding?’
 ’No, sledging! That is fun. But let’s not do it just on the street. I have a much better idea. Let us 
ask mum and dad if we can go to the sand dunes. We can go down the hills with the sledge.’ 
James blows in his hands to get them 
warm again.
 ‘Wow, I am in for that! But how do we do that?  When we all go together,  I'm sure Dad would like 
to use the sledge himself. And mum also. Or would she stay home with Ian?’ Ruth pulls her warm 
hat a bit deeper on her head. ‘Maybe even grandpa and grandma will want to join. I think even 
grandpa still dares to use the sledge. Then we have to wait every time so long before we can get 
a turn again. Not a good idea!’
But James is not bothered. ’We can use big bin bags. Those also slide very well.’ 
‘Oh, is that also possible? Well, let's ask quickly. Otherwise, the afternoon will be gone before we 

Sledging with Grandpa

6
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Grandma comes into the room. 'What does this sudden noise mean?’ 
’Nothing special,’ says grandpa with a straight face. ‘I would just like to go out with the children 
for a while.’ 
’Just make sure you are back by four o'clock. Then I won’t mind. You know: back home before 
it is dark and at the table when it is dinner time!’ Grandma pretends she doesn’t see the twinkle 
in her husband's eyes.  
A while later, Grandpa, James and Ruth have the greatest fun in the snow. Ruth goes together 
with grandpa on the sledge. It is wonderful! Grandpa is not afraid at all! Even if they fall over 
with the sledge he still laughs. 
James prefers a bin bag. That goes even faster! He prefers to slide down the highest slope! 
‘One, two... go!’ yells Ruth to him.
James squeezes his eyes shut...  
When he opens his eyes again he sees a mosquito net above his head.  Huh??  Where is he?  
Where is the snow?  He lies in bed… Just under a sheet?  Not even under a thick duvet?  Oh 
yes, he's already back in Zambia for some time now! Has he dreamed 
again about the nice weeks in Scotland...

Do you like snow? In Zambia it is never cold enough to get snow... What a pity...
Just be happy you know what snow is! You can have the fun of playing with snow. You can see 
the brightness of the white colour of the snow. How beautiful the country becomes when it's 
just snowed; so pure! It covers everything. Even the rubbish at the street becomes invisible.

God uses snow as a picture to explain what he wants to do with your filthy sins. He wants to 
cover them with the blood of Jesus, so they become invisible in the eyes of God.
Let’s see God’s grace when he says in Isaiah 1:18: “Come now, and let us reason together... 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow...”

7
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    THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - CHAPTER 3

THE POWER OF THE RISEN 
CHRIST

In chapter two we saw the Spirit 
coming in power and one of the 
signs that accompanied the Apostles 
was the ability to speak in other 
languages, of which they had never 
learned a word. Here in chapter three 
we read about another sign which 
God gave to these men to help them 
in their work and to help convince 
others that they really were God's 
messengers who could be trusted 
and believed — the gift of miracle 

healing.

CHRIST'S POWER TO HEAL
The Lord had given these powers to the disciples whilst he was still with them in the world 
and the Apostles continued to have these special, temporary powers in these early days of 
the New Testament church when the work of the Gospel was being established. This chapter 
tells us how one afternoon as Peter and John went up to the temple a lame man cried out to 
them for help. However he cried out for the wrong thing and for much less than he needed 
(v3). What he needed was healing not just for the body but for the soul; for our souls are sick 
with the disease of sin. Like the lame man we need to learn about our greatest needs. This is 
what Peter did. He speaks to the man of Jesus and Jesus’ power. The man is cured and he is 
in no doubt who was responsible for his healing — and it wasn't Peter! In verse 8 he is praising 
God who delivered him. Read Isaiah 35:6 and see the way this incident is a fulfilment of that 
promise.
The man became a witness for Christ and the people recognised that a great change had 
come into his life (v16). They saw clearly that this change could not have been achieved by 
the man himself. Has God changed you deep in your soul ? Has he healed your sick soul and 
brought life and peace though the Lord Jesus Christ?

PETER'S SERMON
The incident drew a crowd and Peter's first concern was to deflect attention away from himself 
to the Lord. He did not want to talk about himself and this is how it should always be for those 
who serve Christ. He did, however, tell this crowd some unwelcome truths which they needed 
to hear. He spoke of their sin in rejecting Christ, condemning him to death and choosing 
Barabbas instead. However, says Peter, Christ had risen and it was through his power that this 
man had been healed and we believe saved. 
Peter explained that in their foolish ignorance they had actually fulfilled what had been 
predicted by God in the Old Testament (v17-18). He then called on them to repent and turn 
from their sin to Christ (v19),  warning them that this must be done before Christ would return 
the second time because then it would be too late to repent. Peter went on to show them that 
Christ, as prophet, has revealed to us the way to be saved but if we reject his word there can 
be no salvation for us (v 22-23). All blessings must come through Christ, must come in his 
name "Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins"(Matthew 1:21)
Are you one of his people? How would you know? Well, this chapter tells us that one great sign 
of being a Christian is that we are willing to be saved by Christ alone and in his way alone. Not 
by what we have done but by what he has done.

"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds  In a believer’s ear" (John Newton).


