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Email: isobel@mcqueer.com Have you ever heard of the General Assembly?  Perhaps someone you 
know went there, your dad or your grandad or maybe an uncle?  Well, 
it is a meeting of the ministers and elders in the church to discuss lots 
of things that are important to the good management of the Church 
and to comment on things going on in the wider world.   There are 
serious moments but there are also nice times when we hear from 
people from other churches and organisations and that can be very 
interesting, especially when they are from places like Australia and the  
USA.  On one of the nights there is a prize-giving when the people who 
have won top place in the Sabbath School and Bibles Classes exams 
are presented to the Moderator and given a book and a shield. 
  
Every year we look forward to going to the Assembly which is held 
in Edinburgh.   Obviously Skipper can’t come with us so we have 
to have someone come and look after him for a week.   We have a 
very nice friend called Margaret who sometimes comes all the way 
from Nottingham, which is quite a long way away from Inverness. Ask 
someone to help you find Nottingham on the map.   Margaret is very, 
very popular with Skipper because she just loves to go long walks.  
She is a birdwatcher and takes lots and lots of photographs when she 
is out and she told us that Skipper sometimes gets a bit fed up waiting 
by the side of a loch or river while she takes photos.   

One of the walks they go on takes them up the hill from our house, 
where there are sheep and cattle.  The cows are Highland Cattle with 
big horns and they can be very big and scary-looking.  The cows are 
not always in the field nearest the road, so Margaret had not seen 
them.    One day, she decided to take Skipper up the hill towards the 
field that they usually walk through to get to the woods.   Skipper was 
quite happy for a time and skipped happily beside her, looking forward 
to his walk.  Suddenly he stopped and would not go any further.   
Margaret was puzzled! Usually he ran in front and round about and 
she had to tell him to walk beside her but this time he was sitting on 
the road behind her and would not come when she called.  This was 
MOST unusual.  Margaret had to go back and put the lead on and pull 
Skipper along. He was not happy at all.   Then Margaret saw why; the 
big cattle were in the field nearest the road and there were little calves 
among them so the bigger cows were standing staring at Margaret and 
Skipper as if to say ‘Don’t come any nearer!’  They are very protective 
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Skipper’s tales

SKIPPER BURIES THE BALL!

Website: www.fccontinuing.org
Facebook: facebook.com/fccscot
Twitter: twitter.com/fccscot

Do you like it when grown-ups come back from the shops with 
something for you? I am sure you do! It may be a small toy or some 
sweets and you can’t wait to see what is in the bag.  Perhaps they have 
been to town or away on a holiday.

Well, Skipper is not any different.  He loves when I come home from 
work to sniff round my bag and see if there is a doggie treat or bone. 
He jumps up and down and gets very excited.  Of course, he doesn’t 
get something every time, otherwise it wouldn’t be a treat.  I am sure 
you are the same. You don’t get something every single time they go 
out.

Skipper has very strong teeth and jaws and loves a bone or a doggie 
chew, but most balls or dog toys are destroyed in no time as he just 
loves to chew them to bits.   Well, last week we saw a toy we thought 
would be just the thing.  It was a ball shape, so he would like that, 
but it was made up of strips of strong rubber and looked as if it would 
survive serious chewing. 

Skipper was delighted with it. He rushed out into the garden as soon 
as we gave it to him.   If you give him a bone he immediately rushes 
into the garden and buries it. Then he just leaves it for a couple of 
weeks until it looks disgusting and digs it up!  He’s never done that 
with a ball so, when he didn’t bring it back later, we just assumed he 
had left it in the garden.   

Two or three days later I said to him, ‘Where’s your ball?’  Off he went 
into the garden and came back with the ball, but OH DEAR! It was 
filthy. He had obviously buried it in a plant pot or maybe one of the 
molehills: the centre was filled with mud!   

Despite the mess it was in, Skipper didn’t want to give it up and we 
had to wrestle it off him! Then we had to  poke the mud out with a 
stick and give it a good clean before we could let it into the house, 
where he immediately hid it under a chair. 
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Dear Friends
I wonder if you have ever heard of a book 
without words? It sounds very strange, doesn’t 
it?  Probably all the books you have at home or 
in school have some words in them. However 
you can buy some books with no words. In 
these books, pictures or even colours tell us the 
story. The other day I came across one of these 
books. It is called The Wordless Book. It has no 
words or pictures and tells us about God’s way 
of salvation using only colours. Each page is 
coloured differently and each colour has its own 
special meaning. 

We have to be careful with this kind of book. 
God has spoken to us through words: the Bible, 
and not through pictures. We are not to try and 
present the Gospel through art or drama. The 
reading and preaching of his Word is God’s way 
of speaking to us. Having said that, those who 
are not yet able to read might find a book like 
this helpful. 

The first page in this book is totally black. Why 
do you think it begins like this? This is its way of 
reminding us that we are sinners. We are black in 
the eyes of God. We break his law and deserve 
his punishment. The next page is red. Because 
we are sinners we need a Saviour, and God sent 
his Son to die on the cross in the place of his 
people. The red reminds us of his death and of 
his blood. 

Then there is a change as the next page is white. 
This is what God can do for sinners. For Jesus’ 
sake he is able to forgive their sins and make 
them, as David says in Psalm 51, “whiter than 
snow”. What colour would you put on the next 
page? The writers have gone for gold. This tells 
us that his people are precious to the Lord. He 
loves them and has promised to care for them 
in this world and bring them to be with himself 
when they die. The last colour is green. I had 
to think about that one! Green is the colour of 
spring, isn’t it? It’s the colour of growing, and 
those who are saved by Jesus grow to be like 
him. What colour are you? Which page of this 
book are you on?
 Murdo A N Macleod

From
The
Editor

Well, what do you think happened the next 
time we let him out? He took the  ball and 
immediately did the same thing again!  Dogs 
often do that if you give them something; they 
will go and hide it for a while and then bring it 
back all dirty, play with it and then hide it again.  

It made me think that that is just like the naughty 
things we do, especially the things we know are 
wrong . Because we are sinners we enjoy them 
and don’t want to give them up!  Sometimes 
we think we have stopped and we feel good 
and clean, but then we do it all over again and 
we feel like Skipper’s ball, as if we have got 
covered in mud again.  

The Bible tells us that when we sin we are not 
clean; in God’s eyes we are very unclean but 
if we are really sorry for our sins and ask God 
to forgive us, he can cleanse us and make us 
completely clean again.   In fact the Bible says 
we can be whiter than the snow! I am sure that 
some of  you, like us, will have seen a lot of snow 
recently and can’t imagine anything whiter.  

Ask someone at home or your Sabbath school 
teacher to help you find some verses that speak 
of being cleansed from sin, but more importantly, 
when you are truly sorry for doing bad things, 
ask God to wash you and make you clean and 
help you to follow him.
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Every year they came. We would plant our crops and just as they were growing nicely the 
Midianites would come. They would steal our harvest and bring their animals to eat up what 
was left. After seven years of it we were poor and tired and hungry.

Some of my people complained bitterly and tried to blame the Lord. Deep down I knew that 
all of this was our own fault. We had turned away from the Lord and begun to worship idols 
of the Canaanites. No wonder things weren’t going well and that the Lord was allowing the 
Midianites to attack us. Surely he was calling us to repent and return to him? 

I hated these idols. That’s why I broke down the altar of Baal that night. some people were 
angry and said I shouldn’t have done it but I only did what God commanded. I began to 
understand that the Lord was calling me to lead my people against the Midianites. The Lord 
was going to deliver us from our enemies.

Now I have to say that I’m not really much of a soldier. So I wanted to be sure before going into 
battle and the Lord was very patient with me. He gave me the sign I asked for with the fleece. 

And he gave it to me twice! To begin with we had a big group but 
the Lord showed me that he was going to defeat the enemy with 
a small group so that everyone would know that he had done it. 
Those who were afraid were allowed to go home and twenty-two 
thousand walked away! Well, that left ten thousand but still the 
Lord was not finished. The men went to get a drink of water at a 
river and those who bowed down to drink also went home leaving 
us with, wait for it, three hundred! Yes, that’s right, three hundred.

The Lord then showed me that we were to take trumpets, a torch 
and a clay jar. We went down to the camp of the Midianites and 
when we blew with the trumpets and broke the jars you wouldn’t 
believe the way they ran away. I can still hear our men calling out, 
“The sword of the LORD” I haven’t finished that quotation but when 
you look up the Book of Judges you can see it in full. In a wonderful 
way the Lord had given us a great victory.

Who am I? I’m sure you’ve worked it out by now and  you’ll be 
ready to complete the puzzle on the next page.
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February entries
As Anne has, as yet, received very few entries for 
February the names are being held over until next 
month.          

In the meantime get puzzling!

Name _______________________________

Age ______
Congregation ________________________ 

Address _____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

PUZZLE PAGE

The Explorer

          

Who am I 
 
I asked God for 2 signs, describe each of the signs using the words below  
 
 

 
Ground     Fleece       Wet   Dry  
 
 
 
 
1.___________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.___________________________________________________________________ 
 
T = 1   S = 2  G = 3   D = 4        H = 5   
E = 6  W = 7   A = 8  O = 9        R = 10    
I = 11   F = 12  L = 13  N = 14 
 
Use the code to find out the answer to these sums. 
1 + 5 + 6   = ________ 

2 + 7 + 9 + 10 + 4 = __________ 

9 + 12 =_______ 

1 + 5 + 6 = _______      

13 + 9 + 10 + 4 = _______ 

8 + 14 + 4 = ________ 

9 + 12 =_______ 

3 + 11 + 4 + 6 + 9 + 14 = _______ 

Use the story to work out these sums.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How many soldiers where there to start with? ______ 

How many soldiers where afraid? ______ 

How many did this leave?_______ 

How many drank with their hands cupped?  _______ 

How many went back all together?  ______ 

 



A LETTER FROM A MINISTER
Rev Charles Spurgeon was a minister in London many years ago. His church was called the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle and it is still there today with the same Gospel being faithfully preached. In the congregation he had  
many families and children. He was always very busy but he still found time to write letters and recently the 
editor came across a letter he wrote to some young friends. He had the joy of hearing that the Lord had used 
these letters to lead some of those young people to the Saviour. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the Lord was still to 
use this letter in the same way. 

My Dear Young Friends

I was a little time ago, at a meeting for prayer, where a large number of ministers were gathered together. 
The main topic of our prayer meeting that day was ‘Our Children.’ It brought tears to my eyes to hear 
these fathers, one after another, pleading with God for their sons and daughters. As they went on entreating 
the Lord to save their families, my heart felt as though it was about to burst with a strong desire that God 
would hear and answer these prayers. After I came home I thought to myself, ‘I know what I shall do: 
I shall write these sons and daughters who were prayed for today and remind them of their parentts’ prayers.

You are highly privileged in having Christian parents who pray for you. Your name is known in the courts 
of heaven.  The needs of your soul have been laid before the Lord and his throne. These things are great 
blessings but I have to ask you a question. Do you pray for yourself? If you do not, why not? If other 
people value your soul, can it be right for you to neglect it? All the prayers and wrestlings of fathers and 
mothers before God on your behalf will avail you nothing if you never seek the Lord yourself. You know this.

I know that you do not intend to cause grief to your parents; but you do. So long as you are never saved, 
they can never rest. No matter how obedient and sweet and kind you may be, they will never feel happy until 
you   have turned  from your sin and come to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and so find everlasting salvation.

Think of this. Remember how much you have already sinned, and none can wash you but Jesus. When you 
grow older you may become very sinful, and none can change your nature and make you holy but the Lord 
Jesus, through his Holy Spirit. You need what your parents seek for you, and you need it now! Why not 
seek it at once? At the meeting I heard one man pray, ‘Lord save our children, and save them young.’ It 
is never too soon to be safe; never too soon to be happy; never too soon to be holy; Jesus loves to receive the 
very young ones.

Remember too that you cannot save yourself but the great and powerful Lord Jesus can save you. Ask him 
to do it. ‘He that asketh, receiveth.’ Then trust in Jesus to save you. He can do it, for he died and rose 
again, that ‘whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life.’ Come and tell Jesus you 
have sinned; seek forgiveness and trust in him for it.

Then imitate our Lord. Be at home what Jesus was at Nazareth; yours will be a happy home, and your 
parents will feel that the dearest wish of their hearts has been granted to them.

I pray you think seriously of heaven and hell; for in one of thos eplaces you will live for ever. Meet me 
in Heaven! Meet me at once at the mercy-seat. Run to your room and pray to the great Father through 
Jesus Christ.

Yours very lovingly,

C H Spurgeon.

6

It’s too big for you to carry!

“Put it down you daftie – it’s just too heavy. You’ll never manage to carry that back to the 
car.” Dad wasn’t being mean to my brother – it was clear that he was being daft trying to 
carry a branch for the fire that was almost as big as he was. “No, I want to take it home.”
“But it’s bigger than you – and at this rate it’s unlikely that you’ll make it all the way back to 
the car, never mind with that big branch too.”

I think that Dad could tell that he was probably going to have to carry my little brother most of 
the way up the hill to where the car was parked. Sometimes when out on a walk he carried 
him, sometimes not – but today he was grumpy, which meant that he was tired. And he was 
dragging this colossal branch, which he was clearly determined to keep. We were reaching 
the point in the walk when Dad would often have to help – when tired he would never go past 
the place where the puddles are. He would keep going as far as the puddles to make sure 
he got to splash – but not past the puddles, unless he was bursting with energy. 

“Why don’t I carry your branch?” Dad offered.
“No, it’s mine. I’ll carry it.”
“But you can’t manage it.”
“Yes I can. I can carry the branch easy peasy.” Then after a few moments he added, “Dad, it’s 
me that I can’t carry, I need a lift.”
“You mean you want me to carry you to the car?” asked Dad.
“Yes.”
“Okay, but you’ll have to put the branch down. Maybe we can collect it when we walk the dog 
tomorrow.”
“No, I’m taking it now.”
“But you can’t carry it now, and I can’t carry you and the branch – I don’t have enough arms.”
“It’s okay Dad, if you carry me, I’ll carry the branch.”

And although Dad tried different arguments, threats, and inducements that is what happened. 
He picked up my brother, who kept a tight hold of his branch. And Dad carried him, as he 
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carried it, up the hill and into the car. Dad even had 
to break the big branch to make it fit into the boot, 
and the poor dog was squashed into a corner for 
the journey home.

At family worship that night, Dad read the first few 
verses of Isaiah 46. Unlike the false gods who 
need to be carted about, it is our Lord that cares 
for and carries us through life. He said that what 

had happened on our walk was a good example of 
this. There are many times when we might think that 
we have done well to carry a particular burden or face 
a particular challenge – but in reality it is the Lord who 
has upheld us, and it is only because of his strength 
that we have not collapsed.  

Dad explained, “it’s not that we shouldn’t depend upon 
the Lord, but that we shouldn’t be so foolish as to boast, 
as if we had managed to do it all in our own strength.”
“Do you mean like me carrying the branch, Dad?” 

asked my wee brother, who doesn’t always pay attention.

“Yes, exactly like that,” replied Dad.
My brother said, “I know Dad, it is stupid for people to think that they don’t need help,” and then 
turning to Mum, he added, “it was a very big stick Mum, but I brought it home, all by myself – 
just for you. Dad wanted to – but I wouldn’t let him.”

My sisters and I were just about to burst out laughing when I caught Dad’s eye. But as he 
turned toward us he smiled knowingly, and concluded, “yes son, exactly, just like you.”
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    THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES - CHAPTER 4

Last month we read of Peter and John healing the lame man and preaching in the 
Temple. It didn’t take long for the authorities to get wind of this and here in chapter 4 
they are put in prison for preaching that Jesus was a living and powerful Saviour.

OPPOSITION (Verses 1 -22)
The religious leaders in Jerusalem were totally opposed to this message and felt 
threatened by it. It is amazing how little has changed over the years! Many in authority 
today respond to the message of the Gospel in exactly the same hostile manner as these 
men did. Many of them, just like these men in Acts 4, claim to follow the Scriptures but 
are really opposed to Christ and his claims over their lives! If you are a Christian you will 
meet with opposition in one form or another and you must pray to be ready for it when 
it comes. If on the other hand, you never experience any threats or even ridicule as a 
Christian, you should ask yourself why that might be.
However, despite the opposition they faced, the Apostles could not be silenced (v19) 
and the miracle of the lame man who was healed confirmed the truth of their words 
(vv14-16). The apostles made it clear that they were under a higher authority than mere 
men. How sad that these men saw all the evidence and rejected it and how sad that 
men, women, boys and girls continue still to do exactly the same thing. Knowing the 
facts many, like the rulers in this chapter, refuse to come to Christ and continue to try 
and find ways to disobey and defy God (vv21-22).

PRAYER (Verses 23 -31)
When news of their arrest spread amongst the church they prayed to the Lord. They 
were not surprised by what had happened because they knew that the Bible had 
promised opposition (vv24-28). It is very interesting that they did not pray, primarily, to be 
delivered from their persecutors but to have the strength and courage to go witnessing 
to Jesus as Lord of all. He is head not only over the church but over every nation and 
every government and the quote in this section from Psalm 2 reminds us of that. 
They also prayed for God’s power to accompany the Word as it was preached. They 
knew that without the power of the Spirit they would have very little success. As they 
prayed the Lord gave them a sign in verse 31 that he was hearing them and that his 
power was as unrestricted as ever.

PRACTICE (Verses 32 -37)
This chapter also reminds us that Christians are to show, by the way in which they live 
their lives, that God’s work in their souls has been a real and genuine thing. Faith shows 
itself by works. In verse 32 we see the harmony and the mutual support there was 
amongst these believers. God’s people did not just turn up at a worship service two or 
three times a week, say ‘Hello’ to each other and then go their own way; they helped 
one another. This was the result of Christ’s power and grace (v33). The rich helped the 
poor (vv33-37). We still carry this principle forward when bigger congregations help 
the smaller ones. If you would like to know more about this you can see what you can 
find out about Rev Thomas Chalmers and the Sustentation Fund. In verse 36 we meet 
Barnabas whose name means “son of consolation” and the consolation he offered was 
more than just kind words; it was real self-sacrificial kindness. In Hebrews 13 verse 1 we 
are told that such love and kindness is to continue in the church in all ages.

PREJUDICE - 
PRAYER - POWER 

AND PRACTICE


