
The Explorer
 March  2015

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) Free



The Explorer2

Explorer Editor

Rev Murdo A N Macleod
Free Church Manse
Skeabost Bridge
Isle of Skye
IV51 9NP

Tel: 01470 532725

Email:murdo.macleod25@btinternet.com

Puzzles

Young folk are encouraged to complete 
the various puzzles in the magazine and 
send them in to:

Miss Anne Macaulay 
24 Ord Terrace 
Strathpeffer
Ross-shire 
IV14 9DA 
  
Younger readers who find the questions 
too hard may like to do a drawing based 
on one of the articles and send it to the 
same address.

Printed by: 
DM DESIGN & PRINT
25 Loch Lann Road
Inverness
IV2 2HB

Design and layout: M A N Macleod

Picture cover : www.photo.com 
Picture page 3: www.iclipartcom
Picture page 4 - 8: www.photos.com

[Unattributed articles ought not to be
considered the work of the Editor.]

Subscription Details
The Explorer is published by the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) and is 
supplied free with the Witness magazine 
which is published monthly. The 
subscription rates for 2015 are:
U.K.   £27.50
Europe (Airmail)  £30.00
Overseas (Airmail)  £35.00
Congregations ordering the Witness are 
encouraged to make bulk orders at the 
reduced rate of £24 per subscription per 
year. The Explorer, being free, may be 
ordered separately for  Sabbath Schools.

Subscriptions and orders should be sent 
to:
Mrs Isobel McQueer
The Manse
Tordarroch
Farr
Inverness-shire
IV2 6XF 

Tel: 01808 521474

Email: isobel@mcqueer.com

Skipper’s tales

SKIPPER FALLS ASLEEP

Skipper is not a very brave dog. In fact sometimes he is quite 
timid and it is very funny!  For example he is not at all happy 
when you bring out a brush or mop to clean the floor and 
barks and barks at them.  We can't think why, for as far as we 
know he has never been attacked by a brush or mop!     As 
for the vacuum cleaner – well, he just goes crazy and tries to 
hide under the sofa, so to avoid him getting distressed one 
of us usually takes him for a walk while the other vacuums or 
mops the floors.    Skipper loves people; he just doesn't seem 
too keen on objects and tools, and he even barks at the rake 
or the lawnmower in the summer time when you are working 
in the garden!   

Another thing about Skipper is that he would be a useless 
watchdog.  Once  we had a visitor who came with a big van 
and managed to bump into our gate.  We were waiting for 
this person to arrive but it was getting late and we put on the 
TV news, so we didn't hear him arrive.  We assumed Skipper 
would hear him as most dogs including Skipper have much 
better hearing than us.  

Skipper was fast asleep on the sofa, which is where he is 
to be found most nights.   Well, next thing, our friend was 
standing at the door of our living room!  We had not heard 
him come up the road, into the drive, park the car, open our 
back door and walk through our kitchen and dining room to 
arrive at the living room door, but neither had Skipper.  He had 
slept through the whole thing!  He didn't even bark when our 
friend arrived, but he did give him a great welcome as soon as 
he woke up and saw him!  I am sure though, like most dogs, 
Skipper would try to protect us if he thought we were being 
threatened,  but he is not meant to be a watchdog; he is just 
our pet. We don't mind that he is a bit timid and we are glad 
he has such a nice nature.  
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From
The
Editor

Dear Friends
Skipper was very sleepy in this month’s story, 
wasn’t he? He’s not as sleepy when he gets 
a chance to chase things; birds for example! 
Most dogs like to chase birds and just today 
I read a story about a dog who loved chasing 
birds. He would get quite excited when he 
would spot some birds in the garden and given 
half a chance he would shoot out of the door 
and scare them off. He probably thought it was 
his garden and they had no business being 
there anyway.

One day he got taken with his master and 
mistress to visit a friend’s house. As soon as he 
arrived he noticed a birdie smell in the house. 
And very soon he had spotted where the smell 
came from. Can you guess what it was? That’s 
right: the family had a parrot in a cage. 
 
He watched the bird and he longed to be able 
to go after it but he didn’t dare! At least not until 
everyone had their eyes closed at worship. He 
saw his chance and it was just too good to 
miss. All the memories of chasing birds came 
flooding back and he went for the parrot! He 
didn’t get into the cage but it was probably the 
closest he had ever got to a bird! No doubt he 
got taken home in disgrace.

The writer of the story then pointed out that 
what the dog had done was very like what we 
do when we sin. In fact all the ingredients that 
go into making us sin were there. There was 
the natural desire to chase birds along with the 
memory of having done it before and having 
quite enjoyed it. Added to that there was a 
moment when no-one was watching. Isn’t 
that exactly how we are? We have a natural 
desire for sin, which, of course, is wrong. Satan 
reminds us of how we have enjoyed it before 
and along comes a moment when no-one, or 
at least no-one who matters, is watching. What 
does the Bible say? It tells us that instead of 
sinning in this way we must repent of our sin 
and be born again. Have you?
Murdo A N Macleod

I was thinking about Skipper sleeping as we 
waited for our visitor.  He didn't, of course, 
know we were expecting someone so can't be 
blamed for not watching and waiting for him.   
We DID know he was coming and although 
we didn't forget we got distracted watching 
the news and were surprised to see him in the 
house.  

The Bible has many things to say about 
'watching and waiting'.  It tells us that one day 
this world will end and Jesus will come back 
not as a little baby but as a powerful judge. He 
will  judge the world and take his people to be 
with him forever.  Because the Bible tells us, 
we too know that Jesus is coming back but 
we don't know when. We should be ready for 
we have no idea when the moment of Jesus’ 
second coming will be. Indeed the Bible tells 
us that it will come like “a thief in the night”. In 
other words it will come when we least expect 
it. In Matthew 25 we read of some girls who 
were meant to be watching and waiting for 
a bridegroom to arrive. They fell asleep and 
because they were not prepared some of 
them were shut out from the wedding.
 
Skipper fell asleep and he got a surprise. We 
need to ask the Lord to prepare us for that day 
so that we will be ready for it and not caught 
unprepared. Ask a grown-up to help you look 
up this verse: Mark 13 v 33 “watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time is.”



CHILDREN WHO SERVED GOD
The Boy who Gave 

 John 6 v 1- 14
When Jesus began to preach the 
good news of God’s kingdom large 
crowds gathered to hear him. People 
came for different reasons: some 
were interested in what he had to 
say, others marvelled at his miracles 
and the rest were simply curious as 
to what was going on.
The Lord Jesus performed many 
mighty deeds during his public 
ministry. They revealed his glory as 
the eternal Son of God and were a sign 
that he was the promised Saviour of 
sinners. No-one in the history of this 
world has ever done the things that 
Jesus did.  One of Christ’s greatest 
miracles was in the wilderness west 
of the sea of Galilee. He had gone 
there with his disciples so that they 
might rest a while, spending the time 
teaching and encouraging them. 
Nearby was Bethsaida – a fishing 
village which was home to some of 
the disciples, including Philip and 
Andrew. Soon the inhabitants began 
to gather and Jesus went to greet 
them: among them was a young boy 
who would be involved in the miracle.

Giving
Jesus was always full of compassion 
for those in need. On this occasion 
he instructed the people in the truths 
of God and healed the sick. As the 
evening drew near the disciples told 
him to send the people away so 
that they might buy food: there was 
nothing for them to eat.
The Lord then asked Philip a surprising 
question: “From where shall we buy 
bread, that these people may eat?” 
Actually he was just testing Philip for 
he was about to show that because 
he was God he could “furnish a table 
in the wilderness” (Psalm 78:19). 
Philip replied that even if they had a 
great amount of money they would 
not be able to purchase enough food 
to feed such a crowd.
At that point Andrew spoke up, trying 
to help. A boy had appeared with 
some supplies in his bag: there were 
five small loaves made from barley 

flour, round in shape and rather thin; 
there were also two dried fish, about the 
size of sardines. Together they might 
feed one hungry boy but they were 
hardly enough to satisfy the needs of the 
crowd: there were five thousand men 
present, plus women and children! They 
would not even get a crumb each. The 
disciples doubted what use these items 
would be but the boy was very willing to 
hand them over. Jesus told the disciples 
to make the necessary preparations that 
everyone might eat, getting the people 
to sit down on the grass in groups.

Blessing
As he handed over his meal the boy 
probably watched Jesus closely. He 
would have seen him take the food 
into his hands and then close his eyes. 
The chatter of the crowd now ceased 
and in the stillness that followed the 
boy heard Jesus give thanks to God 
for the food and ask a blessing upon 
it, that it might give nourishment to the 
people and strengthen their bodies. We 
should remember the Lord’s example 
here and follow it ourselves. Our food 
should be “received with thanksgiving” 
and “sanctified by the word of God 
and prayer” (1 Tim. 4:4,5). With God’s 
blessing the poorest of food will keep us 
going but without it the very best f is not 
worth having. 

Multiplying
When the boy opened his eyes he 
witnessed something amazing. As 
Jesus handed the loaves and fishes to 
the disciples to pass on to the people 
the food was multiplied: however much 
they handed out there was always more! 
The people ate as much as they wanted 
yet afterwards twelve baskets were filled 
with the left overs from what had begun 
as a meal for one!
What happened on that day? Christ was 
seen as the Creator. As John himself 
tells us: “All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing 
made that was made” (John 1:3). By 
his own divine power Jesus produced 
something out of nothing, just as he 
made the universe and everything in it. 
He is worthy of our worship. 

A little can become a lot 
with the Lord. We may 
think there is not much 
we can do for Christ but 
it really depends upon 
our hearts. Do we have 
grace? Are we trusting 
in the Saviour? Have we 
realised that we are his, 
body and soul, and that 
he deserves our all?
Jesus once said, “It is 
more blessed to give 
than to receive” (Acts 
20:35). Perhaps the little 
boy learned that lesson 
on that unforgettable 
day. I hope you learn it 
too.
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“Put it down” I said. My little brother had picked up a dirty stone from the side of the road. “Put it down, it’s all 
mucky.” With watery eyes and quivering lips he countered, “No – it’s for mummy, I give to mummy, no I not put 
down.”Although he’s just a wee fellow my brother can be very determined – and when he is close to tears he 
becomes doubly determined. But he is also easily distracted, so that what is very important one minute might be 
completely forgotten the next. I decided not to argue with him because I thought there was no way he would carry 
the stones (he had now picked up another from the puddle at the side of the road), all the way home.

I didn’t make any more fuss and his eyes quickly dried up and he became very cheery again, the way little 
brothers are meant to be. For the rest of the way home he announced, proudly, the colour of the cars that passed. 
A red van rushed past – going over the speed limit I’m pretty sure. “Yellow” he shouted. A black car followed the 
lorry. “Blue, no red,” he decided.

He held my hand until we reached the garden, clutching in his other hand two precious lumps of gravel. Once 
through the gate he let go and ran to get into the house first. I pretended to run as fast as I could to race him, 
but really let him win – he likes that. “Look mum,” he announced as he pushed the door open and ran into the 
house with his boots still on. “Mum, for you. Mum, see – a present.” Once I had taken off my boots, and hung up 
my jacket, I followed him into the kitchen where he was giving mum the stones. I wanted to explain that it wasn’t 
my fault and that I had told him not to pick them up. I certainly didn’t want to get the blame for his dirty hands 
or the dirty stones, or the dirty boots. But instead of anyone getting a row – me or my brother, what I found was 
mum receiving the stones as if they were sparkling diamonds. And after she made a great fuss about saying how 
special and beautiful they were, she put them in the kitchen window. She didn’t even give him a row for coming 
in with his boots on. Mums are strange like that; I know I wouldn’t have got away with it. 

I suppose, because he is just a wee fellow and doesn’t know any better, mum was pleased with the stones 
because she saw the thought that was behind the gift. She understood that he did it because he loves her, and 
because she also loves him the stones made her happy. But I don’t think she would be so pleased if I, or Dad, 
were to come home with dirty stones for her. She knows that we know better, and because of this she expects 
better. 

On the Sabbath our minister, who was preaching from John 4:24 “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth”, spoke about God’s love and mercy. God graciously hears our prayers and 
receives our worship – not because it is perfect and worthy of him – or because we do everything in a right way 
and with a right attitude, but because of his great love for us. Our minister said that it was foolish to feel proud 
about our worship of God. We must sing psalms and worship God as he tells us in the Bible. But even then, 
God doesn’t accept our worship because it is perfect – but because he graciously condescends, and is willing 
to receive it, as if it were perfect. He said that because we are poor weak sinners what we bring to God is like a 
handful of stones – yet it is lovingly received as though it were the finest gold, or the most precious diamonds.

Mum still has her gravel stones (though she did wash them when my brother wasn’t looking) on the kitchen 
windowsill. She has them beside the empty vase, which I think she is waiting for Dad to fill with a big bunch of 
flowers. I think I will have to remind Dad about that next time we are at the shops.

A PRECIOUS GIFT
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Nehemiah           chapter 13  Falling Back To The Old Ways

In this final chapter we read that Nehemiah had to return to Babylon for a while, in order to 
report back to the king. While he was away strange things were happening in the church at 
Jerusalem.

A DISAPPOINTING CHAPTER 
The nobles had stopped supporting the work and the people had stopped attending the 
temple. As a result those who were working there had not received their wages. You will 
remember that we saw, several chapters back, how concerned Nehemiah was about this. 

Worse, however, than all of that was the fact that the enemies of God were now inside the 
church, and of course they were not doing good but evil. They were preventing the work 
going ahead and were excluding those who had been appointed by God. We might expect 
others to be very unhappy about this but sadly most were not very concerned and some of 
those who should have known better were involved in all the compromise. (v4) 

Sadly it would appear that the church had become selfish and careless about holiness and 
following the Lord. The temple was being used and abused; it was no longer the centre for 
worship, and the honour of God was not seen as important. An evidence of this was the fact 
that many were marrying heathen folk and seemed ready to break the Sabbath day; it seems 
they found better things to do on that day and the local traders were doing good business. 
(vv15-17)

All of this suggests that the promises they had made in chapter ten had not been as sincere 
as they seemed. We have to be careful that we do not promise to follow the Lord and then 
forget, all too quickly, what it was we promised. The situation in Jerusalem was very serious. 
It is still serious when professing Christians do not care much about obeying God’s Word; it 
shows that their heart is not right. How different to Christ who had great love and zeal for the 
things of God. (Psalm 69:9)

A DISAPPOINTED GOVERNOR 
When Nehemiah returned from Babylon he found that he had to go back to the basics of practising 
the Christian faith. Chapter 13 reminds us that it is one thing to have a reformation, it is another 
to maintain it. (Psalm 127:1) This is the case in Scotland today. We have had times of reformation 
and revival but we have slid far away into rebellion. 

The temptation is always just to compromise and “go with the flow”. Nehemiah would not 
compromise. As far as he was concerned God had spoken and that was the end of the debate! 
This did not make him popular but it made him faithful and he ended his days with the same 
prayer as the dying thief, addressing the same Lord and Saviour, “Lord remember me”. (v31)

Is that your prayer? As we conclude this series of articles ask yourself what you have learned from 
Nehemiah. And one final question. Nehemiah asks the Lord to remember him; how will the Lord 
remember you, friend? Does he see you remembering Christ, his Word and his Church?



Many years ago two brothers lived with their mother and father in a small flat up a crowded alley in the 
heart of the city of London. The family were very poor but the parents had done their best to bring the 
boys up well and even in these difficult circumstances, it was a happy home. Very often in those days 
different diseases would sweep through an area and because they had very few medicines the illness 
would take many lives.

Typhus fever was one of these awful illnesses and sadly both parents caught it. They became very ill and 
they both died the same day. The boys were aged just eleven and thirteen. They had no-one to care for 
them in London and they set off for Liverpool where an uncle lived. Even today with buses and trains 
that would be a difficult journey for two young lads. In those days it would be very long, very difficult 
and also very dangerous. 

After walking many weary miles they reached the town of Warrington and while they were there the 
keeper of a lodging house in which they tried to get shelter  noticed that they had a Bible. Feeling sorry 
for the penniless boys he offered to buy the Bible for a few shillings. “No” cried one of the boys, as tears 
started to roll down his cheeks; “I’ll starve first!”. The man was astonished and just to  test the boys 
further he offered more money for the Bible. Again the boys refused to part with it. 

The man asked why. Was it because it belonged to someone special? No, said the boys, this book has 
helped us all the way from London. When we are weary and tired we sit by the roadside and read it and 
it helps us to keep going. “What will you do if you arrive in Liverpool and your uncle refuses to help you?” 
asked the man. One of the boys replied and his answer showed that he knew his Bible. “My Bible tellls 
me, when my father and mother forsake me, that the Lord will take me up.” 

The lodging-keeper was so impressed that he went out of his way to provide the boys with food and 
shelter and when they had rested for a few days they set off once more for Liverpool. We know nothing 
more about the boys. We have no idea if they reached Liverpool or how they got on there. However 
we can be sure that the Lord in whom they were trusting would have gone before them like the good 
shepherd that he is. 

I wonder what you would have done? Would you have sold your Bible? Would you have bothered to 
carry it with you on that long and tiring journey from London? The way we feel about the Bible says a 
great deal about us. Do you love your Bible? If you love the Lord you will love your Bible. It will be the 
most precious thing you have and the last thing you would part with. Where is your Bible right at this 
moment? Would you have to look all over the place for it because you haven’t seen it for days? Do you 
open it much apart from when you are in church? The next time you pick up your Bible, think of these 
two boys and ask yourself if you would have sold it.

WOULD YOU HAVE SOLD IT?


