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Skipper’s tales

SKIPPER GETS IT RIGHT
Have you ever heard of the General Assembly?  Perhaps someone you 
know went there, your dad or your grandad or maybe an uncle?  Well, 
it is a meeting of the ministers and elders in the church to discuss lots 
of things that are important to the good management of the Church 
and to comment on things going on in the wider world.   There are 
serious moments but there are also nice times when we hear from 
people from other churches and organisations and that can be very 
interesting, especially when they are from places like Australia and the  
USA.  On one of the nights there is a prize-giving when the people who 
have won top place in the Sabbath School and Bibles Classes exams 
are presented to the Moderator and given a book and a shield. 
  
Every year we look forward to going to the Assembly which is held 
in Edinburgh.   Obviously Skipper can’t come with us so we have 
to have someone come and look after him for a week.   We have a 
very nice friend called Margaret who sometimes comes all the way 
from Nottingham, which is quite a long way away from Inverness. Ask 
someone to help you find Nottingham on the map.   Margaret is very, 
very popular with Skipper because she just loves to go long walks.  
She is a birdwatcher and takes lots and lots of photographs when she 
is out and she told us that Skipper sometimes gets a bit fed up waiting 
by the side of a loch or river while she takes photos.   

One of the walks they go on takes them up the hill from our house, 
where there are sheep and cattle.  The cows are Highland Cattle with 
big horns and they can be very big and scary-looking.  The cows are 
not always in the field nearest the road, so Margaret had not seen 
them.    One day, she decided to take Skipper up the hill towards the 
field that they usually walk through to get to the woods.   Skipper was 
quite happy for a time and skipped happily beside her, looking forward 
to his walk.  Suddenly he stopped and would not go any further.   
Margaret was puzzled! Usually he ran in front and round about and 
she had to tell him to walk beside her but this time he was sitting on 
the road behind her and would not come when she called.  This was 
MOST unusual.  Margaret had to go back and put the lead on and pull 
Skipper along. He was not happy at all.   Then Margaret saw why; the 
big cattle were in the field nearest the road and there were little calves 
among them so the bigger cows were standing staring at Margaret and 
Skipper as if to say ‘Don’t come any nearer!’  They are very protective 
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Dear Friends
This morning I heard on the radio that some 
researchers at several universities in the UK and 
America had joined together to investigate children 
and telling lies. Not surprisingly they discovered, 
amongst other things, that children are quite good at 
telling lies. Sadly, I think, we all knew that already. Do 
you tell lies? Think very carefully before you answer 
that question! When did you last tell a lie? How easy 
do you find it to lie? Is it getting easier and easier to 
lie? Does it bother you less now than it used to? Well, 
that bit of research  which you and I just completed 
didn’t need any university involvement, only took a 
few moments, and, I suspect, told us rather a lot. 

The lady who was being interviewed said that the 
research was now going to look into why we tell 
lies and how children learn to tell lies. She was a bit 
puzzled about all this and seemed to think it would 
take a great deal of time and study to come up with 
some answers. You and I know that we have all the 
answers we need in our Bibles. We tell lies for the 
same reason that we do other bad things: because 
we are sinners. Satan is described as “the father” of 
lies and in that same verse Jesus says we are like 
him (John 8:44). Little children don’t need anyone to 
teach them to lie: sadly it comes naturally.

Not only do we tell lies but we are also being 
constantly lied to. Satan lied to Eve and he still lies 
to us. He is lying when he tells you that sin is good 
and that holiness is bad and dull. He is lying when he 
tells you that  the Bible is not true and that you do 
not need to repent and trust in Christ yet. If someone 
is always telling us lies we stop trusting that person 
and we don’t listen to them anymore. Well, Satan has 
been lying to you all your life. Isn’t it time you stopped 
listening to him and believing him? 

Unfortunately, because we are sinners we like his 
lies and tend to listen to him because we agree with 
a great deal that he has to say. We must take care 
lest we discover, too late, what a liar he really is. We 
must repent of our lies and turn from them to the 
Lord because we will have to give an account on the 
Day of Judgement for every lie we have ever told; the 
ones we still remember, and bother us a bit, and the 
ones we have long forgotten.  We need the Lord, for 
Christ’s sake, to forgive us every lie we have told and 
to change us so that we will come to hate lying and 
love the truth.
Murdo A N Macleod

From
The
Editor

of their little calves.   Margaret decided that it might 
be best just to go another way. Skipper was scared 
and if Margaret was honest she was not too happy 
to pass them herself.   I am sure they would have 
been quite safe; the cows would not come over the 
fence but they can look quite fierce sometimes. 
They want to protect their babies and that is very 
natural and normal but if you live in a city and don’t 
see many cows they probably look even scarier!   

Skipper was disobedient to Margaret and would 
not come when he was called, but he had a good 
reason.    She was asking him to go somewhere 
he thought was dangerous. He thought she was 
asking him to go the wrong way.  Sometimes we 
are asked to do things and behave in ways that we 
know are dangerous and we have to say ‘no’.  If our 
friends are using bad language or doing naughty 
things and want us to do them too, we know it is 
not right and we don’t want to do it, so it is right 
to say NO!  There is a saying ‘It is better to be safe 
than sorry’ and it is much better to do the right thing 
than be sorry afterwards because we know we have 
been bad and offended our parents or teacher, but 
more importantly when we do bad things we offend 
God.   God will always give us strength to say ‘no’ 
to being naughty if we ask him in our prayers.  He 
loves us to do good and will bless us and make us 
happy and  help us to make others happy.

Get someone to read Psalm 1 with you and learn 
the first verse which speaks of God giving us that 
perfect blessing when we refuse to walk in the 
wrong way.



WHO AM  I ? 

Who Am I ?   ______________________________
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I shall never forget either our first meeting 
after he rose from the dead or his words 
that other day at the Sea of Tiberias. 
"Feed my sheep" and "Feed my lambs" 
he said. I thought I would never be trusted 
to do anything again but my sins had 
been forgiven and I know a little, and 
just a very little, mind, of what that cost 
him. I had gone badly astray, but he had 
pardoned me and enabled me to return 
to "the Shepherd and Bishop" of my 
soul. As I said in one of my letters, "he 
is precious". I don't know exactly what 
the future holds, but he spoke to me at 
the Sea of Tiberias about the time of my 
death and some of what would happen. 
I think I understand what he was saying 
and when the time comes I know he will 
be with me. In everything he has gone 
before me. Whatever comes, I am trusting 
myself entirely to his care. 

He had been so kind to me. He had called 
me to be one of his disciples and had put 
up with all my mistakes so patiently. He 
had taught the other disciples and me so 
many precious things and had allowed 
us to share things which very few others 
were allowed to see and hear. I was there  
in the home of Jairus when he raised the 
young girl back to life. I'm afraid I had been 
tempted to feel a little ashamed when we 
first arrived at that house because some 
of the people were laughing at Jesus when 
he said she was only sleeping but all of that 
was soon forgotten in the joy of seeing her 
sitting up alive and well. I was there too on 
that very special mountain which we call 
the Mount of Transfiguration. James and 
John and I watched as the Master shone 
with a wonderful glory and we listened to 
him speaking to Moses and Elijah, though 
we didn't understand a great deal that 
they said. 

He had been so kind and when I boasted, 
and I'm afraid that's what it was, that I 
would go to prison and even death before I 
would ever deny him I felt sure that I would 
keep my word. In the garden when they 
came to arrest him I made an attempt to 
defend him with my sword but all I ended 
up doing was wounding Malchus and, 
you know, the Master healed him there 
and then. I felt pretty foolish. John and I 
followed the crowd to the palace of the 
high priest. I don't know what we thought 
we were going to do; everything was so 
confused and frightening but I wanted to 
be there.

I was cold and it was there by the fire that 
she challenged me. She said I was one of 
his disciples and I denied it. Things got a 
whole lot worse after that. Three times I 
denied him! Three times! And I was cursing 
too. I feel ill just talking about it. And then 
he just turned and looked at me and our 
conversation came flooding back. I shall 
never forget that look. I just stumbled out 
of that place with a broken heart. What an 
awful, awful thing I had done. 
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May entries
1st Prize:- Thomas Keddie, Shettleston

Runners Up:-
Bracadale: Charlie Anderson, Aden Kassim, Ellen 
Macleod, Lewis Macleod, Andrew Smith, Angus 
Smith, Eilidh Smith, Catherine Robertson
Cross:- Felicity MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod
Gateshead Presbyterian Church:- Jacob Richards
Knock & Point:- Alexander Macleod, Christina 
Macleod, Norman Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod
Partick:- Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon
Shettleston:- Elizabeth Keddie
Snizort:- Angus Nicolson
Stornoway:- Lily Craig, Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig

Name _______________________________

Age ______
Congregation ________________________ 

Address _____________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Take the 1st letter of each of the pictures to solve the puzzle 
 

But Peter was truly _________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Jesus had 
___________________________________________ Peter 

 
 

 
 

How many in the life of Peter 
 

1. How many books of the Bible did Peter write? _____ 
 

2. How many people believed after Peter filled with the Holy Spirit spoke on the day of  
    Pentecost? Acts 2 v 41 _____ 
 

3. How many times did Peter deny Jesus? Matt 26 69 -75 _____ 
 

4. How many times did Jesus ask Peter if he loved him? John 21 15 – 17 ____ 
 

5. How many tabernacles did Peter want to build on the Mount of Transfiguration?  
    Mat 17 1 – 4 ____ 
 

6. How many fish did Peter and the disciples catch when Jesus told them to cast their  
       net on the right side? John 21 v 1 -14 _____ 
 

7. How many times did Jesus find Peter and the disciples sleeping? 
    Mat 26 36 – 46 ____ 
 

8. How many times did Peter see the great sheet with all kinds of animals on it? 
   Acts 10 9- 16 ______ 

 

Jesus had 



Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations 2014 -  2015

  

 The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and prizewinners.

     Bible Class Grade     Prizewinner:  Joanna Gillies, Stornoway

    Aberdeen - Matthew McGlynn, Sophie McGlynn, Verity McGlynn
    Stornoway - Emma Craig, Lily Craig, Joanna Gillies, Duncan Macdonald
    Tarbat - Ethan C. MacLeod, Murdo D. MacLeod 

    Junior Grade     Prizewinner: Matthew S. Keddie, Shettleston

    Cross - Hugh  MacDonald, Murray MacDonald, Calvin MacKenzie,
 Felicity MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod, Calum S. Morrison,  Kirsty Morrison

    Harris - Rachel Campbell
    Knock &Point - Alexander Macleod, Christina Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod
    Partick - Rachael Jobson,  Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon
    Shettleston - Elizabeth J. Keddie, Matthew S. Keddie
    Stornoway - Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig, Lydia MacDonald, 

          Susanna MacDonald, Ross Morrison
    Tarbat - Malcolm S. MacLeod

   Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize

     Ayr -   Alethia Beers, Benaiah Beers, Caleb Beers, Isaac Beers, Nathanael Beers   - Grade 1 
    Duthil - Dores - Jonathan Brooks - Grade 1

   Catechism Diploma

    Gold: Stornoway - Lydia MacDonald, Susanna MacDonald
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Catechism Diploma - Gold

Bible Class Exam Prizewinner

Joanna is fifteen and currently sitting International 
GCSEs in Chemistry, Biology, English and 
History - which she has prepared for with home 
education, as well as a National 5 exam in 
Gaelic for which she has attended classes at the 
Nicolson Institute in Stornoway. 

She is a very keen runner - enjoying both cross 
country and track running - and frequently 
competes at local events. Joanna also enjoys 
playing the piano.

She and her brother were surprised last autumn 
by the news that a new baby was expected in the 
family . . . and her little brother David Alexander 
was born at the end of March.  For the most part 
he is regarded as adorable - except when he 
cries too loudly.  The family tease Joanna that 
she will be teaching him to run before he can 
walk!
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Maurine 
Murchison 

Award

Grade 2 Exam Prize winner

Matthew is twelve years old and is pictured 
here with his dad. He is home educated 
along with his brother and three sisters. His 
favourite subjects are science (including 
botany, zoology, astronomy) and English. 
His best-loved pastime is reading books 
and magazines. Matthew loves insects 
and has kept Indian stick insects since his 
10th birthday. He would also like to keep 
Madagascar giant hissing cockroaches as 
pets but his mum wouldn’t be too happy 
with that! He enjoys walking and being in the 
outdoors.  He has recently started learning 
to play the piano which is a new challenge 
for him. One of his favourite Bible verses is  
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth…” Ecclesiastes 12:1



In the last article we went a considerable distance 
east to Indonesia. We turn back west and move to 
the north in this article to introduce the work MERF 
helps in Pakistan. 

As with Indonesia, Pakistan is a mainly Muslim nation. In fact, religion played the main part in its formation - its 
official name is ‘The Islamic Republic of Pakistan.’ It used to be part of India when India was part of the British 
Empire but in 1947 when India gained its independence, the Muslim majority in the west wanted their own country 
and so Pakistan was set up. Today around 191 million people live in Pakistan and 185 million are Muslims. It is a 
neighbour of Afghanistan and has been in our news in recent years because of a hardline, militant Islamic influence 
from groups like the Taliban and Al Qaeda.

MERF helps churches in various parts of Pakistan to spread the Gospel and show practical Christian love. Men like 
Pastor Emmanuel Gill in Lahore, whom you can see in the picture, are involved in four main areas of Christian work.

Reading Centres
Many people in Pakistan do not have the chance to go to school and learn to read. MERF has helped to establish 
35 reading centres where people are taught to read so that they can read the Bible. At the end of the course they 
are given a Bible and a scripture memorisation program. Many years ago in Scotland John Knox had a similar vision 
for every parish in Scotland. He wanted to make sure people could read so that they could read the Bible.

Christian Schools
MERF funds 4 Christian schools in Pakistan where around 2,600 pupils attend. These schools are called ‘Calvin 
High Schools’ after the great reformer John Calvin. They are for the children of Christian families so that they can 
have a thoroughly Christian education and not be indoctrinated in the false religion of Islam. In this way the Church 
of Christ has been strengthened. 

TV Preaching
MERF funds the preaching of the Word of God to be broadcast on 
TV in three regions of the city of Islamabad and in four areas in the 
city of Lahore. Pastor Gill and others who preach are faithful ministers 
of Christ and around 40-50,000 Christians are able to watch these 
services and be fed from God’s Word. At the same time, anyone who 
turns their TV to the right channel can hear the Word of God and so 
millions of Muslims and others who have never heard the Gospel can 
hear it in their own home.

Practical Help.
In countries like Pakistan medical help is not as readily available to people as it is in our country. MERF has helped 
the Church in Lahore to set up a Pharmacy to give out medicine to those in need. Often Muslim people are very 
reluctant to come to Christians for help because they think Christians are unclean, but the Pharmacy has been 
able to reach out to many Muslims with the love of Christ – especially when a large earthquake rocked the region 
in 2005.  

It can be hard for Christians living in Pakistan as they are relatively few in number and face a lot of persecution. 
Through MERF we are able to help them. At the same time, Pastor Gill told me that he would not like to be a 
Christian in Europe as so many of the churches seem to be asleep. That’s a challenge to us and reminder that the 
church in these lands can help us too.

Points for Prayer
- That people who learn to read would read the Bibles they receive
- That the Christian schools will prosper and be a help to strengthen the Church
- That not only Christians but many Muslims would watch the preaching messages on TV
- That Muslims would be open to receive practical help and receive the witness of Christ

Pastor Emmanuel Gill, Lahore


