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Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men 

and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to 

your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did he 

testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation. (Acts 2:37-40)

Before Jesus took his leave of the disciples and returned 
to his Father he told them to wait patiently in Jerusalem 
for a momentous event in the life of the church. Long ago 

God had given a promise that he would pour out his Spirit in 
the last days (Joel 2:28,29). Recently Jesus had spoken of the 
same thing, saying to the disciples: “It is expedient for you that 
I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you” (John 16:7). 
Why was the coming of the Spirit so important? Christ gave the 
disciples a great commission when he said: “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 
What an impossible task! Could it really be done? Yet Jesus 
also said to them, “I am with you alway” (Matt.28:20). As the 
disciples remain in Jerusalem and wait upon the Lord they will 
be shown just how Christ will be with his church until the end 
of the world.
It was now the day of Pentecost as we learn from the beginning 
of the chapter. This was the day when the Jews gave thanks to 
God for the harvest they had brought in. This year there would 
be an extraordinary harvest such as was never seen before or 
since and for which the church is ever grateful to the Lord.
Two miracles occurred at Pentecost. In the room where the 
disciples were gathered there was a noise like a great wind. 
Tongues of fire appeared resting upon the disciples’ heads and 
they began to speak in languages they had never learned. Soon 
the news got out and people flocked to the scene. Worshippers 
who had come from other lands were amazed to hear the 
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disciples proclaiming God’s salvation in their 
own native languages. It was a sign that the 
gospel was now for all nations.
Then there was something which could not be 
seen or heard. It was the changing of men’s 
hearts: proud, Jewish hearts. This was even 
more stupendous than the first miracle. For 
one sinner to be truly converted is astounding; 
for a great number to be converted at once as 
occurred at Pentecost is utterly amazing. Let 
us see what brought it about.

Peter’s Preaching
While many marvelled at the miracle of the 
languages others mocked, suggesting that 
the disciples were drunk. Simon Peter stood 
up and preached to the crowd. It was a long 
sermon but he felt a new boldness for the Lord 
had strengthened him. 
First Peter explained carefully that what 
was happening was the fulfilment of Joel’s 
prophecy. Then he went on to proclaim Jesus 
of Nazareth as Lord and Saviour. He spoke of 
Christ’s remarkable life, cruel death, victorious 
resurrection and triumphant ascension to his 
throne in heaven, as David had predicted in the 
Psalms. There the exalted Christ, in reward for 
his obedience as the Mediator, had received 
the Spirit and bestowed him on his church at 
Pentecost.
Finally Peter did what all preachers are bound 
to do: he applied his sermon to his hearers. He 
was plain and direct: “You laid hold of Jesus 
and with your own wicked hands you crucified 
him!” It was a solemn fact that the Jews had 
slain their own Messiah but Peter also declared 
how God in his wisdom had turned it to good 
for the whole world. Jesus now reigns at God’s 
right hand, the mighty King!
Although it was Peter who preached at 
Pentecost he spoke for all the apostles. Their 
message is the church’s message still and it 
will be until Jesus returns at the end of time. 
“We preach Christ crucified” (1Cor.1:23). This 
is the preaching that the Lord will bless.

The Spirit’s Power
At Pentecost the disciples were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. When the Spirit came they gained 
a fuller understanding of salvation, a greater 
zeal for the Lord and a deeper love for men’s 
souls. They preached the gospel “with the Holy 

Ghost sent down from heaven” (1Pet.1:12). Oh 
that we would enjoy the same today!
As Peter preached there was a powerful effect. 
The people were “pricked in their heart” or 
wounded deep within. You know that a blow to 
the heart is a mortal blow and so it is spiritually. 
These men and women had come to an end 
of themselves and cried out to the apostles 
saying, “what shall we do?” Peter told them 
that they must repent.
Do you know anything of this experience? We 
call it conviction of sin. It is part of the Spirit’s 
necessary work in bringing sinners to Christ 
(John 16:8). He makes us aware of our sinful 
state and the misery which it involves, that we 
are under the wrath and curse of a holy God. 
He brings us to our knees at the Lord’s feet, 
looking for mercy.
 “Thine arrows sharply pierce the heart
  of th’ en’mies of the King;
 And under thy subjection
  the people down do bring.” (Ps.45:5)

Peter pointed these despairing souls to Christ. 
Believing in him they would enjoy the pardon 
of sin and the gift of the Spirit – they and 
their children. He concluded his sermon with 
an urgent plea: “Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation!” By the grace of God 
three thousand of them did and were baptised 
in Jesus’ name.

The Disciples’ Prayers
We must note another thing that led to the 
salvation of so many souls. It is the prayers of 
the disciples. It would be easy to overlook this 
yet it is recorded for our instruction that before 
the wonderful events of Pentecost took place 
the disciples were praying with “one accord” in 
“one place” (Acts 1:14; 2:1). They were full of 
expectancy because they had the Lord’s own 
promise that he would send the Spirit.
Do you have the same desire that God would 
bless his cause, with the hope that he will? It is 
an encouraging sign when there are believers, 
young and old, uniting at a throne of grace to 
plead with the Lord to revive his work. Then 
we may be sure that the time for God to favour 
his church, even “the set time” (Psa.102:13), 
is near. In our dark day may we all pray, “Thy 
kingdom come”! 
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WHO WAS GEORGE BROWN?

Our missionary explorer this month was born in 
December 1835 in Barnard Castle, County Durham, 
in the north of England. His father was a lawyer, 

in fact a barrister and was by all accounts a very able 
and determined man. Orphaned at the age of thirteen he 
had worked exceptionally hard and achieved an immense 
amount against huge odds. By the time young George 
was born he had not only made a name for himself as a 
lawyer but had also carved out a career in journalism as 
the founder and first editor of the Darlington and Stockton 
Times. It would appear that his son inherited these 
qualities. 

Whilst George’s parents were churchgoers it is not clear if 
they were Christians but there was a family connection with 
missions; his mother’s sister was married to a missionary 
based at that time in New Zealand. Given the family’s 
social standing it comes as no surprise to discover that 
George was educated at a private school. He did not view 
this as a great privilege and unfortunately he hated school 
and left as soon as he could. He got work as an assistant 
in a doctor’s surgery but had to leave after experimenting 
with hydrogen gas and almost blowing up the premises. 
He found alternative employment with a chemist and later 
with a draper. The draper had a lot of business with passing 
ships but through his contacts on these ships George 
became involved in smuggling. There were also growing 
problems at home; his mother had died and his father had 
remarried. Sad to say he did not enjoy a good relationship 
with his stepmother and one day, having borrowed ten 
shillings from the draper he ran away to sea. For all his 
exploits up to this point he was still only sixteen years old.

IN PERIL ON THE SEA
He sailed on various ships in the Atlantic and Mediterranean 
and loved the seafaring life. Life however took an unexpected 
turn when he fell off a ladder aboard ship and was put to 
shore in Canada with a broken leg. The fall could have been 
fatal but he had little thought of that and was extremely 
annoyed at having to leave the ship. However his broken 
leg was to prove a great blessing as the ship was lost at 
sea and the entire crew was drowned. Evidently the Lord 
had a purpose in sparing the life of this wayward young 
man. How often the Lord shows kindness by refusing to 
give us what we want. Can you see this in your own life?

After a short time in Canada he returned home to England. 
It was a rough voyage and a rough crew and at one point 
the ship almost hit rocks. Sadly he seemed to have learned 
little from all of this. His father hoped that his adventures 
had come to an end but in reality they were only just 
beginning.

A nEW LiFE
In March 1855 he migrated to New Zealand. He later 
acknowledged that this had come from his rebellious 
spirit. He chose New Zealand “simply because it was the 
furtherest place from England”. Psalm 139 reminds us that 
though we flee to the other side of the world we cannot 
escape the hand of the Lord and George would find this 
out for himself. You will recall that he had an uncle and aunt 
stationed in New Zealand and they welcomed him into their 
home. He began to make plans but suddenly all of that 
was to change. Through the witness of his relatives he was 
converted and as a new believer George discovered new 
interests and concerns. Becoming increasingly concerned 
for the souls of others he applied to serve as a missionary 

HOW A SMUGGLER 
BECAME 
A miSSionArY

THE STORY OF GEORGE BROWN OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

GEORGE BROWN
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and in 1860 sailed for Fiji. He was not going there alone for 
by this stage he had married Sarah Lydia Wallis a minister’s 
daughter. 
For the next fourteen years he was based at Samoa, 
mainly on the island of Savai’i. He and his wife learned the 
language and settled into the work. At this stage they were 
not pioneers in the sense of being the first missionaries 
in the area; there was in fact an established and active 
church. Brown however saw a pressing need for better 
theological training and was instrumental in setting up 
the Piula Theological College. He also established a 
wider network of schools and oversaw a church building 
scheme. His early experiences in the doctor’s surgery and 
the chemist's shop had given him enough basic training 
to be able to offer some medical help and gradually the 
people came to trust him. He also had his hands full 
trying to keep the peace between the various tribes. The 
Fijians were notorious for keeping up disagreements and 
this unfortunate tendency is illustrated by a local proverb, 
“stones decay but words never decay”. With such an 
attitude feuds could continue for years and even for 
generations and he laboured to show, sometimes to the 
danger of his own life, that this was not the Christian way. 
Life was not easy and two of the children died and the rest 
had to be sent to New Zealand for the sake of their health 
and education. A diary entry from this time speaks of a 
typical day in which hundreds received medical attention 
and several services were held at one of which the theme 
was “the necessity of repentance”.

NEW BRITAIN AND NEW IRELAND
In 1874 feeling a call to a more pioneering work he moved 
to another group of islands known as New Britain and 
New Ireland. These were populated by cannibals and his 
wife and family were not able, initially, to join him there. 
Danger was never far away and one cannibal chief who 
was particularly brutal led a massacre of native Christians. 
George concluded that this man had to be confronted or 
the work could not prosper. With this in mind he led an 
expedition against this chief. When news of this reached 
Australia it created uproar and the press dubbed it the 
‘Blanche Bay affair’. Whether he was right or wrong it is 
impossible to say from this distance but the hostile natives 
did come to acknowledge their guilt and missionary work 
became a good deal less perilous. Indeed his wife was 
able to join him shortly afterwards. Alongside those who 

assisted him he established twenty nine mission stations 
and in this way the hope he had expressed when he first 
arrived that “Jesus would soon produce peace and 
order where all is now discord and confusion” had come 
some way to being realized. He described as one of the 
happiest days of his life the first occasion in which he 
heard a native bring God’s Word to his own people.

A nEW roLE
After some years they returned to Sydney and George 
took up an appointment as Secretary to the Missions 
Board of the Australian Methodist Church. His duties 
included corresponding with missionaries and seeking 
out potential new areas for mission work. He would 
also visit the different missionaries and his long years of 
experience and extensive linguistic ability, (he was fluent 
in at least six languages) made him a welcome visitor 
at the different mission stations. When problems would 
occur in the Pacific area his advice would also be sought 

by different Governments and in 1888 he was appointed a 
Special Commissioner to Tonga where serious civil unrest 
had broken out. He was appointed a Vice President of the 
Bible Society and became active in translation work. Over 
the years he kept a careful record not only of events but 
also of the animals and plants he found in the different 
islands. Many of these writings still survive, as does at least 
one dictionary which he put together of the language of the 
New Britain Islands. Brown was also a keen photographer 
and we still have over a thousand pictures which he took 
and these are amongst the earliest photographs of that 
part of the Pacific. As far as Australia was concerned he 
developed a great interest in the Aborigines and was keen 
to establish a Gospel mission for them. In recognition of 
his extensive labours towards the end of his life he was 
awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity.

George Brown died in 1917 after almost half a century 
of missionary involvement, in one way or other, with the 
Pacific islands. His life was one of extraordinary twists and 
turns. He was a true pioneer missionary who spent his days 
involved in Gospel work — the very last thing he could ever 
have imagined when he was a rebellious young tearaway 
smuggling goods on and off the boats at the harbour. The 
whole story is testimony to the fact that the Lord is able to 
change and transform broken useless lives and use them 
for his own glory. The same Lord can do for you what he 
did for George Brown if you will have him.

Piula Theological College

Map showing area where Brown ministered
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Fill in this form if you are sending the puzzles in.

Name: ... .............................................................        Age.....

Address: ...............................................................................

 .............................................................................................

Congregation: ......................................................................

FEBRUARY ENTRIES
1st Prize under 10s:— Matthew McGlynn 
1st Prize over 10s:— Sophie McGlynn 
'10 Entries Prize':— Abigail Mackay & Katrina Mackay 

Runners Up 
Aberdeen:— Abigail Shanks, Benaiah Shanks, Jedidiah 
Shanks,Verity McGlynn 
Ness:— Calum Morrison 
Snizort:— Kenneth Nicolson, Angus Nicolson 
Stornoway:— Emma Craig, Lily Craig, Rachel Craig, Thomas 
Craig, Sarah Craig, Calvin Mackenzie  

JOBS IN THE BIBLE

Across 
1. Gehazi was this to Elisha. (2 Kings 4:12)
2. What was Eli’s job? (1 Sam 1:9)
3. This man was given his job back after being in prison with Joseph. (Gen 40:21)
4. Andrew and Peter were this before they became disciples. (Matt 4:18)
5. A man doing this job was stopped by Paul from killing himself. (Acts 16:23)
6. The writer of Psalm 84 would rather do this job than dwell in tents of sin. (Ps 84:10)

Down
1. A woman doing this job tried to save Rachel when she was giving birth to Benjamin. (Gen 35:17)
2. The job that Joseph (the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus) did. (Matt 13:55)
3. A man doing this job was cast into prison with Joseph. (Gen 40:1)

What is man's chief end?

To Glorify God and

Enjoy Him Forever
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It is interesting to note that the Philistines were warring 
against David from his youth and were still at war 
with him in his old age – sin never gives up until it is 

annihilated at death. He wrote several Psalms during 
his troubles with Absalom, all showing his confidence in 
God in the midst of distress. David had been restored to 
his throne but troubles still lay ahead of him as he grew 
older, and growing older, while it can make one wiser, 
does not make us perfect.

The last foolish act
In his closing days David committed the sin of numbering 
the people of Israel. He was warned by his friends not 
to do it but the influence of sinful pride and Satan (1 
Chronicles 21:1) was greater. Not for the first time, 
Satan used pride to incite sin. His pride (similar to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s in Daniel ch 4) displeased God and 
David was brought to acknowledge his own foolishness 
(2 Chronicles 24:10,17). In punishment God diminished 
the numbers of people he took pride in by 70,000 
deaths. When David was convicted of sin he fled to 
God, whereas so many flee from God. David offered 
sacrifice and bought the site of this sacrifice (where 
God commanded an altar to be built) to become the site 
where the temple would later be built — on Mt. Moriah, 
where Abraham was commanded to offer up Isaac. 
A thousand years later a greater Sacrifice would take 
place here (John 1:29).

The last rebellion
A further revolt, after Absalom’s, was led by Sheba, a 
Benjamite, but this rebellion was put down. The last 
challenge to David’s crown came from his own son 
Adonijah. The ‘foes of his own house’ were with him to 
the end.

The last public act
In response to Adonijah’s challenge David roused 
himself. The succession to the throne was by God’s 
appointment – Solomon – and David served the Lord 
to the end. He had Solomon crowned, handed over the 

testimony to a faithful (but imperfect) man (2 Timothy 
2:2) and bowed to God’s purpose (Acts 13:36).

The last Psalm (Psalm 18, 2 Samuel ch 22)
This is a Psalm of triumph and praise, full of military 
metaphors. The warrior, although outnumbered and 
distressed by his foes, with his defeat expected by 
many, overcomes by God’s strength in the end. This is 
a picture of the Christian life and especially of the life of 
Christ. The closing words were words of praise.

The last words (1 Kings 2)
David’s last words to Solomon were to ‘seek first the 
kingdom of God.’ Despite temporary setbacks (by sin) 
David’s desires for himself, his children and his country 
were spiritual. To put the Lord first is holiness, happiness 
and security. If you do this you will have no regrets when 
you come to die (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). He reminded 
Solomon of his friends and of his potential enemies. He 
was to find his strength in God (2 Timothy 2:1). He was 
also to protect the kingdom of Israel; Israel had a role to 
play in preserving God’s written Testimony to the world 
(Romans 9:4). These are faithful words to give to our 
children at our death.

Dying thoughts
Now it was God’s time for David to die. The body was 
now feeble but he was ‘strong in the Lord’. He had no 
illusions regarding the state of his family (2 Chronicles 
23:5) but despite all and despite himself, God’s covenant 
purpose would triumph through his ‘greater Son’ — “for 
this is all my salvation and all my desire”. 
David experienced Psalm 23 in his lifetime;  The Lord 
found him as a lost sheep, gave him peace and rest, 
restored him from sins on the journey through life, led 
him on in strength, prepared him with grace for death, 
refreshed him in the midst of enemies and gave him the 
confidence of faith as he came to die.
The Word of God, the Holy Spirit’s biography of David, 
does not hide his faults, nor does it hide his grace – it 
shone through the darkest hours.

The Life of David — Part 12

The Last Days 
2 Samuel ch 20-24 and 1Kings chapters 1 and 2
“And it came to pass when David was old.”

David commanding Joab to number the people



What will you be doing on Friday 29th April? Will 
you be doing anything special? – it is after all a 
very special day – so important that the whole 

country will be given an extra day's holiday to celebrate. 
On 29th April a man named William and a lady named 
Kate are to be married – and this is no ordinary wedding 
because one day the man may become the King of The 
United Kingdom and Head of the Commonwealth, and 
his bride will become Queen.

One thousand and nine hundred people will be invited 
to attend the wedding ceremony, and thousands more 
will watch from the streets outside, all hoping to see the 
bride and groom as they go past in a great procession. 
Probably millions of people will watch the event on the 
television or internet news. Prince William’s grandmother 
the Queen will be there, and so will the Prime Minister, 
lots of princes and princesses, dukes and duchesses, 
Lords and Ladies, knights of the realm, generals, 
foreign dignitaries including other kings and queens and 
presidents. Many of the guests will be rich and famous 
and important people, and some will be quite ordinary 
everyday people. But the one thing that they will all have 
in common is that they will all be pleased to have been 
invited. Perhaps you would like to be there. It will be a 
memorable day and probably all those people who say, 
“humph, I wouldn’t even want to go!” would jump at the 
chance if an invitation came through the letterbox. 

The guests will have lots of things to organise – travel 
plans, accommodation, what to wear, what gift to bring. 
Even though so many people have been asked very, 
very few will decline the invitation – after all it is such a 
privilege to be asked. If someone finds that they already 
have a commitment on that day you can be certain that 
they will rearrange it. 

What about those who have not been invited? No doubt 
someone will make the excuse, even if they really are 
just joking, and say – “oh, I would have gone, only my 
invitation must have got lost in the post!” 

But do you know that there is an invitation that has gone 
out to a much greater event than this Royal Wedding? 
Although it is called an invitation it is actually a command, 
but one that is worded in a very inviting way. This royal 
command has gone out for men and women, boys and 
girls to come to the wedding that God has prepared. 
Have you heard about it? 

Jesus explains in Matthew ch.22 that the kingdom of 
heaven is like a royal wedding which a king prepared for 
his son. Invitations were not sent in royal envelopes but 
instead servants went out to personally invite the guests. 
You might expect that there was great excitement and 
many people rushed to get ready! But no, instead some 
just laughed and made a big joke out of it, while others 
were cruel to the servants and some of the servants 
were even killed. The king was angry with these first 
people, yet he sent out more servants to go and invite 
others. The invitation that these servants went with is the 
gospel message: the good news that a merciful God will 
receive unworthy men, women, boys and girls to come 
and be His friends. 

It would be hard enough knowing what to wear to Prince 
William and Kate’s wedding but how are you to get ready 
for this event? Jesus warns in Matthew 22 about a man 
who was discovered not wearing the correct clothing 
– when he was found he was thrown out. The wonderful 
message that God has given is that He Himself will 
make those who come ready by taking away their old 
clothes and covering each one of these guests with the 
most wonderful royal robes. This change of clothing is 
a picture to help you understand God taking away the 
sin and shame that cover you and giving instead a new 
covering, the perfect righteousness of Christ. 

Now if you would make a fuss to get ready for the 29th of 
April (if you’re invited!) how much more important is it for 
you to be ready for this great event – the command has 
come, now is the time to get ready. Read Matthew 22:1-
14 and ask your Mum or Dad or maybe your minister to 
explain it to you. 

A 
Great 
Day
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