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Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, 
and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt 
stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 

thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify 
God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. (John 

21:18,19)

The disciples have dined with Christ on the shore and the Lord has spoken 
to Simon Peter in particular, restoring him as an apostle. Despite straying 
so far as to deny the Lord there is a genuine love in Simon’s heart for 

the great Shepherd Jesus Christ and for his flock the church. Jesus now has 
something to say to Simon about the close of his life.
 It is rare for anyone to know what their last days in this world will be like. 
Such things can only be known if God reveals them to us and he no longer 
does this for his people in the way he sometimes did in the past. Godly 
Abraham was told of a happy end: “thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou 
shalt be buried in a good old age” (Gen.15:15). This is exactly what occurred 
(Gen.25:8). In contrast ungodly Pashur was told that he would be taken into 
captivity: “thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be 
buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies” 
(Jer.20:6). 
 Whatever our situation when we come to our end what really matters is 
where we stand with the Lord. “Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well 
with him....Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him” (Isa.3:10,11). But what 
of Simon and his future?

The Freedom of Youth
 Jesus takes Simon back in his mind to his younger years. Not that he is an 
old man yet but he has left youth behind. When Simon was a boy he doubtless 
enjoyed the things that young people always enjoy: playing with his friends, 
games of every sort and fun with the family. There was the serious side to life 
of course: school during the week and synagogue on the Sabbath. But we 
imagine that in general his youth was happy and carefree. And if he got into 
any trouble he could always turn to his father Jona (John 1:42), who would 
give him good advice. 
 Our youth is a precious time and it should not be wasted. We must learn 
lessons for life, especially from the Scriptures. Solomon said: “Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them” (Ecc.12:1). Seek 
the Lord early, that the greater part of your life may be lived to God’s glory.
 Responsibilities came later when Simon became a man and left home. He 
began to work for a living, fishing with his own boat (Luke 5:3). Then there was 
marriage (Matt.8:14). In all these things Simon made the choices that suited 
him, although he remembered his upbringing and was guided by the Word of 
God.

The Burdens of Age
 Jesus then takes Simon forward in his mind to his old age. Simon would 
obviously experience something then of what comes to us all: the frailty of 
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the body. Solomon also spoke of the aged: “they shall 
be afraid of that which is high...fears shall be in the way...
desire shall fail” (Ecc.12:5). Old people tremble at the 
thought of climbing the hills they once knew, for their legs 
can no longer manage it; they are fearful of stumbling 
over a stone in their path, because they might break a 
bone; they are unable to enjoy the pleasures of this world 
as they used to.
 In old age the body may become weak but the spirit 
may remain strong. This is how it should be with the 
Lord’s people. It is a wonderful thing if when we come to 
our final years we are still trusting in God and serving him, 
as Jesus knew Simon would be. If we have been planted 
in God’s house by his grace we shall be fruitful, fat and 
flourishing, even in our old age (Psa.92:13,14)! Whatever 
our difficulties may be then the great burden of life has 
been lifted from us: our sins have been forgiven for Jesus’ 
sake and he has made us truly free (John 8:36).

The Arrival of Death
 Yet there would be something more with Simon Peter: 
something solemn. Jesus tells him that in old age he will 
stretch out his hands to be girded, not now with a robe 
but with a rope. He will be bound and taken to a place 
where he would rather not go.  
 This was a sign from the Lord that Peter would not 
die at home, surrounded by his loved ones. Because of 
his love for his Saviour he would be led out by those who 
hated Christ and his cause to die a martyr’s death. Others 
in the early church died in this way, as many more have 
since and still do today. God is glorified when his people 
honour him in their lives – and in their deaths.
 Death is coming to us all, unless Jesus returns first. 
All too often we forget this fact but one day death will 
arrive, because it is appointed to us by God (Heb.9:27). If 
the prospect of death is a trial then we need to remember 
the one who was tried in the sinner’s place. Jesus Christ 
has removed the sting of death for his people, which is 
sin (1Cor.15:56), so that death itself need hold no fear for 
them, whatever the circumstances.

The Disciple’s Duty
 Jesus makes Simon’s duty as a disciple clear when he 
says, “Follow me.” Simon was to serve his Lord diligently 
while he could. Christ said to the believers in Smyrna: “be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life” (Rev.2:10).
 We are not to worry about things we can neither 
determine nor help. They are under the control of a 
sovereign, wise and loving God in whom we must put our 
trust, as David did:
 “My times are wholly in thine hand:
  do thou deliver me
 From their hands that mine enemies
  and persecutors be.” (Ps.31:15)

 When God made known to Daniel something of the 
times ahead Daniel replied, “O my Lord, what shall be the 
end of these things?” He was told: “Go thy way, Daniel” 
(Dan.12:8,9). We must keep our eyes upon Christ and 
serve him faithfully to the very end. He will take care of 
the rest.

Psalmody Test Tunes
Here are the last three tunes to help you prepare for the 
test.
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Our missionary explorer this month is Johannes 
Rebmann. Johannes, or Johan as he was 
often known, was born into a farming family in 

a small village in Germany in January 1820. There is 
little information available about his early years or the 
beginnings of his spiritual life. However what is clear is 
that he had a growing burden to share the Gospel with 
others and tell them of Jesus Christ the Saviour of sinners. 
This led to him leaving home at the age of twenty six and 
going, under the direction of a British Missionary Society, 
to be a missionary in far off Africa. He arrived in the busy 
and important port of Mombasa in East Africa and began 
working alongside another German missionary Johann 
Ludwig Krapf. Johann Krapf has a very interesting story 
to tell and next month we will devote a separate article 
to him. For now we return to young Johannes Rebmann 
who arrived in Africa, according to one account, with 
just a suitcase, an umbrella and a heart full of love and 
Christian zeal. That umbrella survived many an adventure 
and would serve him well.

EARLY WoRK
Before he commenced any missionary work he had 
already engaged in pioneering activity as he and Johann 
Krapf were amongst the first Europeans to enter Africa 
from the Indian Ocean. Clearly they were possessed 
with a spirit of adventure and it is, perhaps, no great 
surprise that they would be the first Europeans to see 
Mount Kenya and Mount Kilimanjaro. However he 
was not merely an adventurer and his first task was to 
familiarise himself as quickly as he could with his new 
surroundings and set to work assisting Johann Krapf. 
Gradually as he became more familiar with Africa he was 
able to go further afield. From Mombasa he visited areas 
further from the coast and some fifteen miles inland at 

a place called Rabai he was able to establish a small 
mission station. A year later he journeyed alone much 
further into the interior seeking out places which would 
be suitable as new preaching stations. His friend Johann 
Krapf was unwell at the time and had been compelled to 
remain closer to the coast instead of accompanying his 
friend. He felt desperately lonely and wrote in his diary, “ 
(Iam) in the midst of heathenism, among wilful liars and 
trickish men who desire only our property. Without the 
only earthly friend, whom I have...while our friends at 
home do not know where we are, whither we go and 
what we are doing.” In another diary entry he speaks 
again of loneliness and his own sense of weakness. 
“Grant me,” he wrote, “a willing spirit to sustain me.”
Needless to say he often faced great dangers and only 
the protection of God can explain how he survived. 
Faced by hostile tribesmen and occasionally even by 
lions he would point his trusty umbrella at them and open 
it suddenly. Time and again it seemed to do the trick!

SnoW in AFRiCA?
In the spring of 1848 he set off to visit the Chagga 
people who lived on the border of what is now Kenya 
and Tanzania. On his journey he saw a high mountain 
which seemed to be covered by clouds. His guide called 
the cloud ‘beredi’ which he knew meant ‘cold’. Could it 
be, he wondered, that the white cloud was in fact snow? 
Yes it was. He was looking at Mount Kilimanjaro which, 
at almost 6,000 metres, is the highest peak in Africa and 
is topped with snow. In his diary Johannes wrote, “This 
morning we discerned the mountains of Jagga more 
distinctively than ever, and about ten o’ clock I fancied I 
saw a dazzlingly white cloud. My guide called the white 
which I saw ‘beredi’, cold. It is perfectly clear to me, 
however, that it could be nothing else but snow.”

THE 
MiSSionARY’S 
UMBRELLA

 JOHANNES REBMANN: 
 PIONEER MISSIONARY TO AFRICA
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For others however it was not at all 
“perfectly clear” as it was for Johannes 
and when he sent back reports many 
in Europe refused to believe that such 
a thing as a snow-capped mountain 
could exist at the equator. One man, 
by the name of W.D.Cooley, who was 
regarded as an expert on such matters, 
wrote in a book that Rebmann was 
completely mistaken.  The mountain, 
he maintained, was in fact covered 
with a light coloured rock. No doubt 
his opinion sounded learned but 
unfortunately W.D.Cooley had never 
visited Africa and it was he and not 
Johannes who was totally wrong. A 
lesson, perhaps, in not speaking too 
soon and dismissing the opinions of 
those who turn out to know better. 
 

A WiDE ConTRiBUTion To MiSSion WoRK
Important, and indeed useful, as his discoveries were 
Johannes was far more concerned to impress upon the 
people to whom the Lord had sent him that they were 
sinners in desperate need of a Saviour and that, despite 
their sinfulness, the Lord was able and willing to save 
them. For Jesus’ sake their sin could be forgiven and 
they could be made as white as snow. As white, and 
indeed far whiter, than the snow on Kilimanjaro. He 
understood the crucial importance of a good translation 
of God’s Word and he did all he could to advance that 
work. 
Once translated the Word had then to be sounded in 
the ears of the people and to this end he busied himself 
in establishing new mission stations wherever he could. 
This was often a very discouraging work. At one point 
he had built up what he believed to be a very good 
relationship with an influential local chief called King 
Makinga. This man seemed very interested in the Gospel 
but after losing a great deal of time on his efforts there 
it became obvious to Johannes that the king was only 
interested in cheating and robbing him of what little he 
had. He told the king that he was leaving for another 
place and to his disgust the king, in turn, arranged for 
his tribesmen to line up on either side of the road and 
spit on Johannes as he left. As far as he was concerned 
this was the final insult but what he did not know, at the 
time, was that this was the practice of that tribe — a 
custom designed not to humiliate the person on whom 
they spat but rather their way of showing that the visitor 
was leaving in peace and that they wished him well 
on his onward journey. Perhaps he had made more of 
an impression than he realised! And perhaps the Lord 
blessed his faithfulness in a way in which he could not 
have foreseen. Certainly his fair, yet firm, dealings with 
the different tribes helped establish relationships which 
others would be able to build upon.  
We have already spoken of his explorations, and the 
maps he painstakingly produced would be carefully 
studied by others who would follow him with the Gospel 
into the heart of Africa. Such was the quality of the maps 
that they are still prized and some of them are now in the 

care of the Royal Geographical Society in London. 
As he travelled in Africa he became increasingly alarmed 
about the rise of Islam and was one of the first to sound 
a warning about the danger this posed for the Gospel 
and the souls of men. In 1851 he visited Egypt and whilst 
there he met and married the widow of another German 
missionary. The following year they travelled together 
to East Africa and established a new mission in a place 
called Kisulidini. For over twenty years he worked in the 
locality preaching and teaching and, as time permitted, 
exploring new territory.

THE LAST DAYS oF LABoUR
By 1875 he was once more alone as his wife had died 
and their one child, a little boy, had died in infancy. Added 
to his loneliness was a growing difficulty with his vision. 
After much thought and prayer he decided to retire to 
Germany. It was his first visit to his native village for 
thirty one years. Whilst he was glad to be back in familiar 
surroundings his body took very badly to the change in 
climate and soon he was laid low with pneumonia. Had 
it not been for the care of his old friend Johann Krapf, 
now also retired and living nearby, he would have died. 
His friend was also able to obtain the services of a 
nurse, herself a former missionary, whose task it was to 
nurse him back to health. To the surprise and delight of 
their friends he and the nurse got married. Sadly their 
happiness was to be very short-lived as Johannes died 
shortly afterwards in October 1876. 
He had worn himself out in the work of the Gospel and 
had proved to be a brave pioneer whose work would 
prove invaluable for those who would come after him. 
Many of them would achieve far greater fame and 
recognition than he ever would but as I have read of 
him I have concluded that this would cause him no 
concern. His concern and his hope are well summed up 
by the simple inscription on his gravestone which reads, 
“Saved in Jesus Arms”. His work continues through the 
‘Johannes Rebmann Foundation’ which was established 
some time after his death. His real legacy, however, will 
not be revealed until the last day when the results that 
flowed from his pioneer explorations will be seen.

Kibo Summit of Kilimanjaro, the mountain upon which Rebmann beheld snow

Wikipedia
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Fill in this form if you are sending the puzzles in.

Name: ... .............................................................        Age.....

Address: ...............................................................................

 .............................................................................................

Congregation: ......................................................................

Those who sent in last month's puzzles
1st Prize: Abigail Shanks.
Runners up:
Stornoway: Lily Craig, Emma Craig, Thomas  Craig and   
Calvin Mackenzie. 
Aberdeen : Benaiah Shanks, Jedidiah Shanks. 
Edinburgh: Alison Gracie. 
Salisbury: Anna Richardson, James Gahan and Joshua Gahan. 
Scalpay: Rona Morrison. 
Ayr: Abigail MacKay, Katrina MacKay. 
Inverness: Anita Ratti. 
Ness: Hugh MacDonald and Murray MacDonald.
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Scripture does not conceal the faults of God’s 
saints (1 Cor 10:12). For the first time, David was 
defeated, not in the public battlefields but at home 

in his private life. After a period of success and prosperity, 
David, now about 50 years old, settled down. (It is a 
danger when we become less watchful after victories). 
‘Satan finds work for idle hands to do’ (I. Watts). Having 
many wives did not protect David from temptation, quite 
the reverse. 

The temptation of sin – Successful temptation occurs 
when the outer circumstance meets with the inner 
wrongful desire, like gunpowder meeting a match. The 
Lord said, ‘Watch and pray’ because sin is a restless 
enemy (Rom 6:12); if it does not attack openly, it lies 
in ambush like a snake. The lookout on the ship is put 
there because of the rocks which lie around it. If David 
had been out fighting the Lord’s battles, this sin would 
not have happened. The fact that we need all the armour 
mentioned in Ephesians 6 means that we need all of it, 
all the time. We should never underestimate the power of 
sin – a sleeping lion is still a lion. The question must also 
arise, why was Bathsheba bathing on a rooftop? 

The deceitfulness of sin (Heb 3:12,13) — Sin is accepted 
in the mind before it is committed (James 1:14,15). David 
found that he had to commit another sin to cover the 
previous one, thus one sin is needed to cover another. 
Sin blinds the mind to its own fault and hardens the heart 
(David had ‘no pity’ 12:6), partially searing the conscience 
of a believer. Yet, it is not blind to the faults of others. 
(‘The man that hath done this thing shall surely die’ 12:5). 
Nathan described a hard, greedy and criminal man and 
David found no difficulty in condemning such a character, 
not realising that he was condemning himself! He was 
about to find, bitterly, that ‘he that covereth his sin shall 
not prosper’ (Proverbs 28: 13). 

The unveiling of sin — It is the nature of sin to hide itself 
or disguise itself under another name. David hid his sin 
for a year (Ps 32:3,4) but the Scripture says, “Be sure your 
sin will find you out.” God sees us as individuals – you 
cannot hide from him in the world or in the church. God 
saw David’s sin, told Nathan about it and sent Nathan to 
confront him. Nathan came to the king, trapped him in his 
own words and exclaimed, “Thou art the man!”

Nathan’s word was like a spear to the heart of David (Heb 
4:12, Acts 2:37). Now there was conviction, now there 
was repentance, and not sullen despair like Saul. 

The confession and pardon of sin — As David himself had 
said, he deserved to die (12:5,6) but forgiveness is found 
with God when the heart is broken for sin (Ps 51:17) and 
the eyes of faith look to the Sacrifice. (Where there is 
repentance, there is always faith.) Nathan replied, “The 
Lord hath put away thy sin”, yes, onto “the Lamb of God” 
(Is 53:6) who alone can take away sin. The death of Christ 
had an effect backwards in time and forwards upon all 
who believe in him, whether an Old Testament or a New 
Testament saint.

David wrote Psalm 32 and Psalm 51 at this time. We are 
taught in these not to be content with a ‘general confession 
of sin’, and that only God can pardon sin because sin is 
“against thee, thee only” (Ps 51:4 ); in hurting Uriah and 
Bathsheba it was God’s Law that was broken. Beware of 
those who trivialize sin and say, “Well, David committed 
a great sin and was forgiven.”  Yes, you will be forgiven 
David’s sin if you have David’s repentance!  Forgiveness 
was immediate and complete. David had lost a battle 
but not the war against sin; victory is promised, Romans 
7:24,25. How much we need restraining grace! Blessedly, 
just as our good works do not attract the love of God, so 
neither do our sins cancel it. David was still ‘beloved’.

The Life of David — Part 10

David
Defeated
2. Samuel Chapters 11 & 12                  
“Thou art the man.”

nathan condemning David
(image from www.visualbiblealive.com)



Next time you are in a busy city centre look at 
the road. In Edinburgh there are black roads, 
white lines in the middle (and sometimes at the 

side,) yellow lines and double yellow lines, red lines 
and double red lines, all to prevent cars parking, green 
lanes for the buses, brown patches to prevent skidding, 
yellow criss-cross boxes, grey cobbled speed bumps, 
black and white zebra crossings, orange traffic cones 
and railings, bollards and warning signs of every shape, 
size and colour. Some lines are straight and continuous, 
others are short dashes, and some are zigzags. If you 
think that it sounds a little confusing then you are wrong 
— it is very confusing! If single yellow lines mean do not 
park, then I suppose double yellow lines mean really do 
not park. Red is a stronger warning colour than yellow 
so I suppose that single red lines mean really really do 
not park, and if that is correct then the double red lines 
must mean really really really do not park!

Now cars, bicycles, buses, pedestrians, children on 
scooters, taxis, trucks and lorries don’t all mix very well 
— and because of this it is necessary to have some 
rules for using the road. But the streets of Edinburgh 
(and at some point there will be trams there as well) are 
an excellent illustration of how you can have so many 
rules that it is difficult to know what to do. And this leads 
to frustration, confusion, accidents and parking tickets.

In some cities there are streets where all the markings 
and signs have been removed from the road. This 
might sound even worse than the multicolour mix-up in 
Edinburgh — does that mean that cars will be able to go 
anywhere? And what about crossing the road — where 
do you stand safely before crossing if there is no kerb 

to stand at? 
Actually, it appears that the streets where all markings 
have been removed are safer for drivers, pedestrians 
and cyclists. Why? — Because everyone has to be more 
careful and watchful: it is just not possible to charge 
along unthinkingly. Instead of all the confusing rules, the 
only rule that applies in these streets is ‘be thoughtful 
of others’.

There are places and times throughout life when you 
might find yourself surrounded by lots and lots of rules. 
Do this, don’t do that, go here and don’t go there. Many 
people will say that this is a big problem in the church 
— because God imposes commandments people don’t 
have to think and then end up confused. But this is not 
only wrong; it is completely back to front. When asked 
what the most important commandment was the Lord 
Jesus said that there are only two basic rules. Only two! 
To love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and all your mind, and with all your strength. 
The second is like it, to love your neighbour as yourself 
(Mark 12:28-31). If you remember these two rules then 
you will carefully and watchfully make your way through 
life. 

When these two rules are forgotten then it becomes 
necessary for the government and local councils to 
create lots of new laws to try and protect everyone. 
Only, like the streets in Edinburgh, this results in so 
many rules and laws that it becomes confusing and 
rather than work it all out (which is impossible) people 
tend to charge along unthinkingly — and that is when 
accidents happen. 

Too
Many
Rules


