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Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, 
being the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was 

carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, 
to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; Who seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple asked an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon 
him with John, said, Look on us. And he gave heed unto them, expecting to 
receive something of them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but 

such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and 
walk. And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his 
feet and ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked, 
and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 

(Acts 3:1-8)

After the great events of Pentecost the church grew rapidly, the Lord adding 
to her daily such as should be saved. It was a blessed time with so many 
people being converted. The disciples gave themselves to the work of 

preaching and teaching.
 Soon after Pentecost something wonderful took place in the temple in 
Jerusalem, at one of the gates. It seems that there were nine of these, each one 
having a different name. This gate was on the east side of the temple and had 
the name ‘Beautiful’ for it was made of shining brass. The name was appropriate 
for there someone who was poor and needy received a beautiful gift.
 Peter and John were going into the temple with the crowds for afternoon 
prayer when they heard a man crying to them for a gift. His friends brought him 
there each day to beg, for he was lame. The two disciples were prompted by 
the Spirit to stop and engage the man with a look, urging him in turn to look 
on them. The man was hoping for money but Peter told him that he possessed 
neither silver nor gold but had something far better: he had a cure for the man’s 
condition. Amazingly the man was healed not only of the lameness in his body 
but also the lameness in his soul!
 What took place at the temple instructs us concerning salvation. Although 
Simon Peter healed the lame man it was really God’s work. Salvation is always of 
the Lord. We see that Jesus is the great Physician and he can heal our sin-sick 
souls. 

The Call to Salvation
 Peter issued a command to the lame man: “Get to your feet and go!” Yet 
the man was obviously unable to do this by himself for he was “lame from his 
mother’s womb”. This is a picture of our spiritual state. We must awake from 
our unbelief and follow Jesus but we cannot for we are fast asleep. Adam’s first 
sin is reckoned to us when we come into this world and because of this we are 
unable to walk in the path of God’s holy law.
 Although the lame man could not do what he was told to do yet he was still 
bound to do it: the command came in the name of Christ. So it is with the call of 
the gospel. When we hear the good news of a Saviour who died for sinners at 
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Calvary we must turn to him, even though we cannot repent 
and believe of ourselves. Remember that ministers are sent 
by Jesus: “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20). It is the Lord 
who is calling you! 
 One day we will all stand before God and give an 
account to him of how we have used our gospel privileges. 
That is quite a solemn thought. So many psalms sung, so 
many chapters of the Bible read, so many sermons heard! 
What have we done with these things? 

The Power of Salvation
 Having called upon the man to rise up and walk Peter 
then took hold of his right hand, probably with his own right 
hand, and lifted him to his feet. Suddenly the man had the 
use of his legs. The muscles and joints were working and 
the bones were healthy. But the power did not come from 
Peter: it was a miracle! 
 Preachers plead with you to leave your sins and return 
to God. But you need strength if you are to rise up and live 
as you should. God has a ‘right hand’ by which he helps his 
people to their feet. What is it? The Psalms show us:
 “O let thy hand be still upon
  the Man of thy right hand,
 The Son of man, whom for thyself
  thou madest strong to stand.” (Ps.80:17)

 At the right hand of God is our Lord Jesus Christ who 
is “the power of God” (1Cor.1:24). As God’s eternal Son he 
came into the world by taking our flesh, living a blameless 
life and suffering in the place of sinners to provide them 
with a perfect righteousness. In Christ we get saving grace, 
as Peter explained: “his name through faith in his name 
hath made this man strong” (v.16).

The Signs of Salvation
 That the lame man had been healed was evident to 
everyone who saw him. What a change! Something had 
surely happened in his heart too. When a sinner is saved 
it will tend to be noticed by others. Three things were now 
true of the lame man which will be true of you too if you 
know the Lord.
 The lame man was now standing. This was a hopeful 
sign. It is good when there is a response to the gospel but 
standing is only the beginning. Our faith must be tested and 
we may be sure that it will be through trials and temptations 
all the days of our lives. 
 The lame man was now walking. This was the necessary 
sign. Where there is genuine repentance there will be 
obedience to God’s word. “He restoreth my soul: he 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake” (Psa.23:3). A true Christian is an upright man who 
walks hand in hand with God.
 The lame man was now praising God. This was a fitting 
sign. The lame man followed Peter and John into the 
temple and as he went he leaped into the air, as if to try out 
his limbs! And no surprise, for he was full of the joy of the 
Lord who had so blessed him. When salvation comes to 
our souls all things become wonderfully new.
 The lame man was looking for earthly riches but instead 
he received the heavenly treasure, even salvation in Christ. 
Have you? 

While World War II was being waged I was a boy 
much the same age as those who might read The 
Explorer. I can clearly remember many events of 

those far-off days — both from the front as we received 
the news on the wireless (we would not have said ‘radio’ in 
those days), and the trivial occurrences at home. One such 
event comes to mind — allow me to tell you of it.

Lots of things were in short supply, food was rationed 
— although none went really hungry — certain sorts of 
fruit were unobtainable, especially those from overseas. 
Clothes were rationed. People would have to queue for 
a long time to buy things which might not be rationed 
— fish, for instance. Why not speak to your grandparents 
and ask them of those days?

All sorts of simple things were unobtainable. I remember 
that my mother needed a tape measure. You know, the 
sort that your mother uses to measure the curtains, her 
knitting or dressmaking. But she just could not buy one 
anywhere at all.

Now my father was very ingenious. He said he could 
make a tape measure, and so he did. He used a length 
of plain tape and marked it off in inches — we had no 
centimetres in those long-gone days. Mother was very 
pleased and soon put her measure to good use. Before 
long she completed a knitted garment. I can’t remember 
what it was or for whom it was knitted. But I know this — it 
did not fit; it was far too small. There was a lot of head 
scratching and at length someone thought about checking 
the tape measure. It was found when checked against a 
proper (borrowed) measure that the one my father made 
came short. What had happened was that the home-made 
measure had somehow become damp and thus had 
shrunk. My mother had been following the wrong standard 
and the knitting did not fit.

This reminds us that God has a standard for us — the 
Ten Commandments. Sometimes we make up our own 
standards but these will always fall short of God’s. God’s 
standards never change and this is the standard that we 
must all attain if we are to be fit for him. But we cannot, for 
as his Word says, ‘all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God;’ (Romans 3:23).

But here is some good news. The Lord Jesus Christ, God’s 
only begotten Son, came into the world to save sinners. 
He kept God’s standard perfectly and those who trust him 
have his rightness (righteousness) put to their account.

God's Measure
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I am sure you heard about the recent terrible tsunami 
which caused such tragic loss of life in Japan. We are 
very sorry for those caught up in that awful event and 

for those who have lost loved ones as a result. We pray 
that the Lord will use these sad events for his own glory 
and for the good of his cause in this world. At the time 
of the tsunami I began to wonder about the Christian 
church in Japan and realised that I knew very little about 
it. I knew there were Christians there but I did not know 
how the Gospel first came to that land. Our missionary 
explorer this month, James Hepburn, played a crucial 
role in that initial missionary work.

HiS EarLY LiFE anD STUDiES
Dr Hepburn was born in Milton, Pennsylvania in the 
United States of America on 13th March 1815, just a little 
short of 200 years ago. He was brought up in a Christian 
home where the things of the Lord were given their 
proper place. I have not been able, with any accuracy, 
to discover when he himself became a Christian but 
certainly when he went to university it was with the 
intention of training for the work of the ministry. However 
during his time at university (he attended the famous 
Princeton University) things changed and he came to the 
conclusion that he was not called to the ministry at all 
and that he should, instead, focus on studying medicine. 
He knew that if it was the Lord’s will, he could also use 
medical skills to help in the advance of the gospel and 
that was indeed what happened. Having concluded his 
studies at Princeton he then went to the University of 
Pennsylvania where he undertook further training and at 
the end of it all he was a highly qualified doctor. In 1840 
he married Clara Leete who, like himself, was interested 

in mission work. They both felt a call to serve in China 
and the following year they left America and sailed for 
the Orient.

To CHina anD THEn BaCK HoME
No doubt they would have been very excited at the 
prospect of commencing work in China and they 
prepared as best they could before leaving home and on 
the voyage itself. Imagine then their deep disappointment 
on discovering that they would not be allowed to even 
enter China. China was then in the midst of the first 
‘Opium War’, a trade dispute with Britain and as a result 
no foreigners were allowed to enter China. For two years 
they stayed in Singapore and during that time they did 
their best to make themselves useful. No doubt they felt 
it very long and they must have wondered if they had 
completely misunderstood the Lord’s call. Would they 
ever be able to get into China?
The answer came in 1843 when eventually permission 
was given to enter the country. Working alongside other 
missionaries they were based in a place called Amoy and 
soon James found his medical skills being put to good 
use. Sadly however ill-health began to hit themselves 
and Clara, in particular, contracted very bad malaria. 
They struggled on but in late 1845 they realised that for 
health reasons they would have to think of leaving the 
mission field and so having served just three years they 
found themselves back home in the USA. 

a nEW DirECTion
They set up home in New York and James returned to 
medicine, and by all accounts got on very well. However 
they both felt a continuing call to missionary service and 

a 
SaMUrai
oF 
JESUS

Dr JAMES CURTIS HEPBURN:
PIONEER MISSIONARY TO JAPAN
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in 1859 they approached the 
Presbyterian Church Mission 
Board with a view to going back 
east, not however to China, 
but to Japan. James had heard 
that there was a possibility of 
Christian missionaries being 
allowed into that country. This 
was a new development as up 
to this point Japan had been 
determined to keep Christian 
missionaries out of the country.
The Mission Board accepted 
their application realising, no 
doubt, that his medical skills 
would prove invaluable as a 
means of gaining entry to Japan 
and earning him trust and 
respect once he got there. Nevertheless the first few 
years were very hard. In those days Japan was nothing 
like the developed nation it is today. It was prone to social 
unrest and frequent violence. There were less than fifty 
foreigners in the entire area in which the Hepburns were 
stationed and they faced constant distrust and hatred. 
Pioneers in particular can never be sure how people will 
react or respond to the Gospel and James and his wife 
were acutely aware of the difficulty and delicacy of their 
situation.
At first they must have wondered if they would be 
able to make any progress at all. They were forbidden 
to teach the Christian faith and even his freedom to 
practise medicine was very curtailed. However rather 
than become frustrated they saw these difficulties as 
being, somehow, a part of God’s plan and they used 
that time to try and get a good grasp of the language; 
not an easy thing to do. Indeed even this might have 
proved impossible as it was very hard to find anyone 
willing to teach them but they had one great advantage 
– they knew some Chinese and the two languages are 
similar. Aren’t God’s ways wonderful? They had gone to 
China but when they were forced to leave there it looked 
as if it had all been a complete failure. Little did they 
know that the Chinese they learnt then would be the 
means of being able to learn Japanese and through it be 
instruments in the opening up of Japan to the Gospel. 
Gradually it became easier to live and work in their new 
country and in 1861 Dr Hepburn was given permission 
to open up a medical clinic in a place called Kanagowa, 
near modern Tokyo. 

TEaCHinG & HEaLinG
By 1863 Clara had also obtained permission to open 
a Christian School in their own home and from these 
humble beginnings other schools also grew and within 
25 years a university opened with Dr Hepburn as its 
first President.  The medical work also developed in a 
quite remarkable way and Dr Hepburn’s efforts became 
the means of introducing Western medical practices to 
Japan which revolutionised health care in the country. 

However their great interest was in spreading the Gospel 
and it gave them great joy to see the first translation of the 
Bible. Such was the new openness to the things of God 
that in 1872 the Mikado, or Emperor of Japan, accepted 
a copy of the new translation for himself. Alongside this 
James produced a Bible dictionary. 
His own struggles with the language led to his developing 
a new system for Japanese and this system, known as the 
Hepburn system, allows an English speaker, with little or 
no knowledge of Japanese, to be able to get close to the 
correct pronunciation. One hundred and fifty years later 
the Hepburn system is still widely used for Japanese 
passports, airport signs, maps and publishing.
After many years of faithful service the Hepburns retired 
back to the United States in 1892. When he died in 
1911 his death made headline news in Japan and the 
press who reported his passing spoke highly of him as 
“a man whose name will be remembered with respect 
and affection”. This had been further evidenced some 
years before in 1905 on James Hepburn’s 90th birthday 
when Japan awarded him the ‘Order of the Rising Sun’, 
the second highest honour it can bestow. Quite clearly 
their attitude towards him had changed completely from 
the days in which they were reluctant to even grant him 
admission to their nation. Sometimes people go up in 
the estimation of others because they lay aside their 
Christian principles. This was certainly not the case with 
James Curtis Hepburn, who has been described by 
Japanese Christians as a Samurai, or a noble warrior, on 
the side of Jesus. The whole story illustrates for us the 
way in which the Lord can overcome even the greatest 
obstacles and advance his own Kingdom in the face of all 
the opposition that the forces of darkness can muster.
Today there are several hundred thousand Christians in 
Japan and their freedom to worship owes a lot to the 
doctor from Pennsylvania who left the comforts of home 
and a lucrative medical practice to go out as a pioneer 
explorer telling of a God who “so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16).

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Memorial_hall_in_Meijigakuin.jpg

Meiji Gakuin University which 
began as the Hepburn School
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Name: ... .............................................................        Age.....
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Puzzles entries for March 

1st prize under 10s: Sarah Craig 
1st prize over 10s: Alison Gracie 

Aberdeen: - Abigail Shanks, Benaiah Shanks, Jedidiah 
Shanks, Rhoda Shanks. 
Brora:- Sarah Nixon. 
Edinburgh:- Sandy Iain MacInnes, Mina MacInnes.
Ness:- Hugh Macdonald, Murray Macdonald. 
Snizort:- Angus Nicolson. 
Stornoway:- Emma Craig, Lily Craig, Thomas Craig, Duncan 
Macdonald, Isla Macdonald, Andrew Smith, Eilidh Smith. 



7The Explorer

Perhaps, when you have been out enjoying a 
school visit or on holiday with your parents, 
you have been able to see a great Cathedral. 

You will have been amazed at what you saw — the 
stonework, wood carving, its size and the loftiness of 
the spires, towers or dome. Some of these buildings 
really are absolutely breathtaking.

When my wife and I were on holiday this year we were 
able to visit Lincoln Cathedral. Lincoln Cathedral is 
at the top of a very steep hill — the way up is by 
the street called Strait — and being at the top of a 
hill makes the Cathedral seem even higher; it can 
be seen for many miles from the fairly flat county 
of Lincolnshire. We toiled up the hill — I expect you 
would run. It was a stiff climb but we managed it!

Lincoln Cathedral has been described as one of the 
finest medieval buildings in Europe. The oldest part 
dates from 1072 — nearly a thousand years ago. It is 
said that it took centuries to build; it was damaged by 
an earthquake in 1185. The central tower collapsed 
around 1230 and was rebuilt in the fourteenth century. 
There are many wonderful carvings in wood and 
stone.

Lincoln Cathedral made me think. How did those men 
of a thousand years ago build such a place? They had 
no power but their own muscles, or those of horses. 
They had no power drills, no powered lifts. How did 
they get the huge blocks of stone up the hill then high 
up in their places? How many men were employed? 
Who drew the intricate plans? Most important of 

all — why did they build? The answer must surely 
be that they thought they were building a house for 
God. That led them to build these magnificent places 
— and they are magnificent.

I would not wish to lessen the wonder of these 
Cathedrals, but wonderful though they be, God is 
not there. The Bible makes that very clear: ‘God that 
made the world and all things therein, seeing that he 
is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands’ (Acts 17:24). If then he does not 
live in the Cathedral then where does he live? The 
Bible gives us two answers; first, he lives in the 
hearts of his own people — as the Bible says, ‘That 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith’ (Ephesians 
3:17). Second, he is present when his people are met 
together. He himself said, ‘For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.’ (Matthew 18:20). Our Lord Jesus 
does not live in any building, not in a Cathedral nor 
in a little meeting room however humble it may be. 
Strictly speaking we ought not to call any building ‘a 
house of God’ neither by the same token ought we 
to call the building 'the church' — the church is his 
people. He lives in the hearts of his people; he is with 
us when we are on our own and also with his people 
when they are gathered together. This is wonderful 
because when we leave the building we do not leave 
God there. He remains with us, ‘for he hath said, I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.’ (Hebrews 13:5).

Cathedrals

Photo by Lee J Haywood



Three times now I have sat as a member of a jury. 
No doubt this same task will come your way 
one day. It is a very serious business for one to 

sit in judgment on another. I shall not have to do this 
again since I am now considered too old.

Let me tell you of these three occasions. The first 
was at a local court and most of the cases were 
concerned with motoring offences. Although present 
I was not called as a juryman. The second was at the 
Central Criminal Court — the famous Old Bailey, and 
I did sit as a member of a jury. The prisoner at the bar 
was on trial for a very serious crime. It was alleged 
that he had robbed a ‘cash and carry’ warehouse 
at gun-point, and with a sawn-off shotgun. Having 
considered all the evidence the jury found him guilty. 
The jury knew nothing of the defendant save that 
which related directly to his alleged crime and was 
presented to the open court in evidence. What we 
had to do was consider the evidence presented, and 
nothing else. If we had known anything of the person 
on trial then we would have been forbidden to sit 
on the jury. All who are on trial in criminal cases are 
sinners, as we all are. But the jury must put this from 
their minds and consider the evidence presented at 
the trial and nothing else at all.

So we had to concentrate on that crime, and that 
alone. We found the defendant guilty. Before the 
judge passed sentence it was revealed in court that 
he had a number of convictions for similar offences.

He had to stand before the judge who passed 
sentence on him. He received a lengthy prison 

sentence. No doubt he is free now and, I trust, no 
longer given to crime.

The third time was at another major London court. 
This alleged offence concerned drugs. After about 
two days the judge stopped the trial. He said the 
charges should never have been brought; there was 
insufficient evidence, and told the jury to find the 
defendant not guilty — which we did.

Now, boys and girls, one day we are all going to stand 
before the Judge. This is the Judge who knows all 
about us. Earthly judges are sinners as we all are, 
but this Judge is absolutely pure. Earthly judges 
sometimes make mistakes, but this Judge, who is 
the Judge of all the earth will do right. He has seen 
every sin or crime ever committed — my sins and 
yours, all are naked before him. He has a long list of 
all your sins; your secret and open sins. He is aware 
of them all.

What will you be able to say to this Judge? Will you 
hang your head in shame? Most importantly, though, 
will you able to say that your trust is in the Lord Jesus 
Christ who paid the penalty for all the sins of all his 
people on the cross at Calvary? We are all deserving 
of punishment but those who have come to the Lord 
Jesus and asked for his forgiveness he will save. He 
will grant them everlasting life and freedom from the 
punishment they deserve. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).

The 
Judge


