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And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the 
number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and brethren, 
this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth 

of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 
For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man 
purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder 
in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers 
at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that 
is to say, The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation 

be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. 
Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that 

same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with 
us of his resurrection. (Acts 1:15-22)

The time of which the Lord had spoken had arrived. Having appeared to his disciples 
after his death on the cross, proving himself alive and encouraging them, especially 
Simon Peter, he must now leave them and return to his Father in heaven (John 14:28; 
16:16). There he would prepare a place for his people.
 On the mount of Olives near Jerusalem, in the presence of his disciples and as 
they gazed at him, Jesus was taken up bodily from the earth and into glory. Two 
angels declared to the disciples that Christ would come again in the same way. The 
disciples then went back to the upper room. 
 When we think of the disciples we generally have in mind the twelve whom Jesus 
called and commissioned as his apostles; in fact there were only eleven now, as we 
shall see. But there were more who were following the Lord. Jesus had appointed 
seventy disciples to go before him and announce the coming of his kingdom (Luke 
10:1). Others were converted during the course of his ministry, such as the man born 
blind (John 9:25), Zacchaeus (Luke 19:8,9) and Nicodemus (John 19:39).
 The disciples who lived in Jerusalem met for prayer, united in faith and love. Mary 
the mother of Jesus was among them, with her four sons who now believed that 
Jesus was the Messiah. There were over a hundred disciples present in the upper 
room.

The Word of God
 Simon Peter was in the company of course. He had often been to the fore, and 
not always wisely, but he had been humbled by his recent experience. His sin was 
so great but the Lord’s mercy was so sweet! Simon Peter had not lost his zeal but he 
had gained knowledge. Now that Jesus had departed someone must take the lead 
and Peter was probably the oldest of the apostles. With a burden upon his heart he 
rose to speak about the situation the church was now in. 
 As the Lord’s servant Peter turned to the Scriptures. Some verses from the Book 
of Psalms had come to his mind. They concerned one of Christ’s enemies: “Let their 
habitation be desolate, and let none dwell in their tents” (Psa.69:25); “Let his days be 
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few, and let another take his office” (Psa.109:8). Peter believed 
that these words had now been fulfilled. They were bound to 
be, for although they were David’s words they were also the 
words of the Holy Spirit.
 Peter would later describe the Scriptures as “a light that 
shineth in a dark place” (2Pet.1:19). Are you led by the Word of 
God as you make your way through a wicked world? We must 
listen to God’s voice in the Scriptures and learn obedience. 
Every prophecy and every promise in the Bible will come to 
pass.

a False apostle
 Peter told of the man these verses refer to: Judas Iscariot. 
Judas was befriended by Christ and made an apostle. Judas 
preached the gospel, performed miracles, baptised converts 
and kept the money for the Lord’s work (John 12:6). But Judas 
betrayed his Master, going to the chief priests and offering to 
deliver him for gain. Embracing Jesus in the garden Judas 
made him known to the soldiers who were sent to take him.
 What did Judas get in return for his awful deed? From the 
chief priests he received thirty pieces of silver (Matt.26:15) but 
this was not to his profit: being the “reward of iniquity” it could 
not be. Though Judas struck a bargain for a piece of ground 
he would not live long enough to enjoy it.
 When Judas saw the Jewish council sentence Jesus to 
death fear came upon him because of what he had done: he 
knew that Jesus was an innocent man, indeed the innocent 
man. In remorse he returned his reward but, unable to live with 
his conscience, he took the solemn step of ending his own life 
(Matt.27:3-5). After he hung himself his dead body fell to the 
ground and burst open. It was a horrible end but Judas was a 
hypocrite.
 Simon spoke of these things softly. He knew that it was 
only by the grace of God that he had been kept himself. We 
must all guard against greed and a lust for wealth for “the love 
of money is the root of all evil” (1Tim.6:10). Let us remember 
Christ’s warning: “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36)

a True Witness
 Jesus had spoken of Judas as “the son of perdition” 
(John 17:12) and having rejected the Saviour he went to hell 
to be punished for his sins. Someone must now be chosen to 
replace Judas but who might be suitable as an apostle?
 Peter explained that an apostle is a witness. He must have 
been with Christ from his baptism to his ascension and be 
able to testify that Jesus rose from the dead (Acts 2:32; 3:15). 
Two names were suggested and after prayer for the Lord’s 
guidance Matthias was chosen (v.26).
 A Christian is a witness to Christ as Lord and Saviour. We 
may not have seen Jesus in the way the disciples did but if 
we are his then we know that he is alive. He has called us, 
cleansed us and filled our hearts with his joy. Now we share 
the confidence of Job, “I know that my redeemer liveth” (Job 
19:25) and the hope of Paul, “For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain” (Phil.1:21). Our testimony is, “This is my beloved, 
and this is my friend” (Song of Sol.5:16). Are you a true witness 
for Christ? 

Power
As I write my wife and I are having a new experience – a 

power cut. It seems that there has been a fire on, or near, a 

major power cable, the fire caused a bridge to either weaken 

or collapse – I am not sure which, and the cable cannot be 

mended until the bridge is made safe. As I write we have 

been without electricity for nearly a day. I have heard that we 

will soon have some power restored, three hours on and six 

hours off, until the cable is fully mended (and now that has 

happened). I expect some of my readers who, perhaps, live in 

remote parts get power cuts from time to time, but those of us 

who live in big cities are not used to this sort of thing.

So we have no power. I managed to find a candle so we had 

some light, but no hot water, no cup of tea (how terrible!), no 

hot meals (still I like a salad). We are worrying about the food 

in our freezer and the washing machine has ground to a halt. 

I hear from friends that the shops are shut because their tills 

cannot work, the big food stores must be worried about their 

frozen food, and the garages cannot sell petrol as the pumps 

are out of action. There is a host of little inconveniences 

because we have no power. I cannot even type this. But 

what about important things: do our hospitals have power? 

Perhaps they have some emergency arrangements – if not, 

people’s lives could be in danger. [Eventually our power cuts 

lasted four days.]

We (all of us I mean) have lots of wonderful gadgets, but if 

there is no power to work them they are just useless bits of 

junk.

I thought how all that so well reminds us of God’s gracious 

Holy Spirit. We cannot see him but he is mightily powerful. 

It is he who gives us the power to do something we cannot 

possibly do ourselves. He gives us the power to repent and 

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit provides us 

with the power to believe the gospel. The apostle Paul wrote, 

‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 

power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 

the Jew first, and also to the Greek’ [Romans 1:16].

We simply cannot believe on the gospel of the Lord Jesus 

without the power of the Holy Spirit any more than our 

gadgets can work without electricity. What we must know, 

understand and believe is that without the Holy Spirit we are 

dead; we may be alive and well in our bodies, but without the 

Holy Spirit we are dead towards God.

Unlike mere objects, men and women, boys and girls are 

responsible people. We have heard the gospel of the Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, and having heard, are responsible for 

believing the gospel. The power to repent and believe comes 

from God the Holy Spirit alone. He gives us the power to do 

what we cannot do for ourselves. So then hear the words in 

Mark’s gospel: ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 

is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel’ [Mark 1:15].
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Regular readers of this series of articles will recall 
that last month, in the article on Johannes 
Rebmann, I mentioned his friend and colleague 

Johann Krapf and promised to devote a separate article 
to his life and work. It is rather difficult to find much 
accurate information on this man but what is available 
paints a picture of a remarkable man — a pioneer and 
explorer who like so many others risked life and limb 
to open up Africa and bring the Gospel to its people. 
Alongside Johannes Rebmann he played a strategic role 
and together they left an important and enduring legacy. 
Who was Johann Krapf?

LEaRninG anD GRoWinG
As their names suggest neither of the two men was British 
and Krapf, like Rebmann, was a native of Germany. He 
was born in 1810 near Tubingen and grew up on the 
family farm along with three brothers and sisters. From 
his earliest years he seems to have been very seriously 
minded and during a period of sickness, when he was left 
by himself for long periods of time each day, these serious 
thoughts grew and developed. In one of his books he 
gives us a glimpse of that early spiritual experience: “Left 
to myself my thoughts dwelt much upon eternity; and 
the reading of the Bible and devotional books became 
my delight”. We live in such a noisy world nowadays 
that quiet contemplation like this is not easy but I think it 
would do us all good to spend more time quietly reading 
and thinking. Perhaps you need to change the way you 
do things in order to accommodate that sort of change 
but I would encourage you to think about it. 

However we had better get back to Johan who apparently 
worked hard at school. He was particularly good at 
languages, “soaking them up like blotting paper” said 

one writer. Besides having some French and Italian he 
also managed to learn Latin and Greek and by the time 
he was seventeen he had also made good progress 
with Hebrew. His willingness to learn Hebrew gives us 
a clue as to where he thought his future lay – in some 
form of Christian service. He spent two years at the 
Basel Missionary Institute and then a further five years 
studying Theology at the University of Tubingen. In 1834 
he was ordained as a minister and for a few years he was 
engaged in that work. However he had always harboured 
a desire to go out as a missionary and in 1837, after 
further studies, he set off for Ethiopia. 

DiSaPPoinTMEnTS anD DiSCoURaGEMEnTS
In Ethiopia he found an already existing church and 
his task was to help and encourage it in a growing 
understanding of the Gospel and in the spread of the 
Truth. He appears to have got on well with the people and 
had access to some very important folk, including the 
King. He began teaching children and young people and 
alongside history and geography he would sit and read 
the Bible with them. He worked hard at getting to grips 
with the language and local variations in the dialects. All 
of this was written down and a number of his books from 
that period survive to this day. So impressive were his 
achievements that in 1842, after just five years on the 
mission field, he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by 
the University of Tubingen. 

However that year would mark an end to his work in 
Ethiopia. One reason for this was political unrest which 
made it dangerous for him to remain. Unfortunately there 
was also another problem and it was a spiritual one. As 
his time in Ethiopia passed, it became increasingly clear 
to him that the church in that land had lost sight of the 
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need for men and women to be 
“born again”. For the Ethiopian 
Church, Christianity was more 
of a tribal thing than a matter of 
personal saving knowledge. They 
believed that because you were 
born into a certain group you 
were automatically a Christian; 
a very dangerous idea. Time 
and again he would preach on 
the absolute need for a saving 
work of God’s Spirit but few were 
prepared to listen. He was also 
keen to have a good translation 
of God’s Word available but most 
of the people did not share his 
enthusiasm for this project having, 
sadly, all too little interest in reading the Bible. One 
writer puts it like this: “Krapf’s emphasis on individual 
conversion and personal religious experience made it 
virtually impossible for him to understand or appreciate 
Ethiopian Christianity...he compared it to medieval 
European Christian practice and belief, and thought it 
stood in equal need of reformation.” To a great extent 
this has now happened in our own country and very 
few understand what being a Christian really means. No 
doubt it was with a heavy heart that he left Ethiopia and 
made a dangerous journey overland to Cairo. However 
the Lord had his plans, and disappointment in Ethiopia 
would open up doors of opportunity elsewhere.

TRaVELLinG anD TEaCHinG
In 1844 we find him in Mombasa, modern day Kenya, 
and it was here, his base for the next eleven years, that 
he would begin to work alongside Johannes Rebmann. 
He was soon busy with language study in order to be 
able to make progress in translating the Bible and he put 
together a Swahili dictionary which continued to be used 
for many years. A deep sadness came into his life at this 
time when his wife Rosina and their newborn child died. 
From Mombasa he moved some miles inland to a place 
called Rabia. 

Alongside study and preaching he began to explore 
deeper and deeper into the interior of Africa. Last month 
we saw the way in which his friend Johannes discovered 
Mount Kilimanjaro to be covered with snow. The maps 
which they published and the reports which they carefully 
prepared were a great help for others who followed in 
their footsteps. Some of his work was of such importance 
that it was reprinted in the 1960s. It goes without saying 
that this sort of pioneering was not easy work and often 
he suffered loneliness and hardship. Despite showing 
great kindness to the natives he did not always receive 
kindness in return and on one particular journey in 1851 
he was forced to return to Rabia because of the hostility 
he faced.

aDViSinG anD WRiTinG
By 1853 his health had broken down and he was forced 
to leave Rabai. He travelled first to England where he 
spent a year visiting churches and encouraging an 

interest in mission. His health must have improved a little 
during this time because he was able the following year 
to return to  his first missionary work in Ethiopia. This 
visit however was not with a view to staying and working 
there but in order to see whether it might be possible 
for others to go and establish new mission stations in 
that land. He then returned to his native Germany and 
shortly afterwards he married again. Some ten years 
later this lady also died and by the time of his death he 
had married for the third time. 

Increasingly his advice was sought by those who wished 
to develop mission work in Africa and he would make 
several more short trips to Africa. When he was not on his 
travels he was busy writing. He considered nothing more 
important than pressing on with translating the Scriptures. 
Such was his extraordinary ability with language that 
he was ideally placed for such a work. He spoke two 
of the Semitic languages of Ethiopia, Masai, Cushitic 
and several Bantu languages. In order to help others in 
translation he published A Vocabulary of Six East African 
Languages. In 1876 he finished the New Testament in 
Ge’ez and Amharic. He was also in constant touch with 
the British & Foreign Bible Society and many of these 
letters, which were considered of such significance as 
to merit preservation, are held by Cambridge University 
library. Clearly he was never idle and though he reached 
the age at which others think of retiring he had no such 
plans. He was still busily engaged in his work when he 
died in 1881 at just over seventy years of age.

Clearly Johan Krapf made a very significant contribution 
to the exploration of Africa and the development of 
mission work in that vast continent. Not all his dreams 
became reality and not all his ideas proved possible 
but he lived out his life driven by a desire to spread the 
Gospel. It is true that those who worked alongside Johan 
felt that at times his plans were not well thought out and 
even his friends would admit that he could be “somewhat 
impractical” but no one could deny that he had “vision, 
tenacity and boundless courage.” We will give the last 
word to Roy Bridges who made an extensive study of 
Krapf’s life and work and who concluded that “Krapf 
was a remarkable pioneer, a good man, and a notable 
figure in the history of nineteenth century Africa.”

Krapf rognon and glacier on Mt Kenya — a peak and glacier named after our explorer
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Fill in this form if you are sending the puzzles in.

Name: ... .............................................................        Age.....

Address: ...............................................................................

 .............................................................................................

Congregation: ......................................................................

Puzzle entries for January
 
1st Prize under 10s: Jedidah Shanks
1st Prize over 10s: Rachel Craig
Runners up:
Aberdeen: Abigail Shanks, Benaiah Shanks, Rhoda Shanks, 
Matthew McGlynn, Sophie McGlynn, Verity McGlynn.
Ayr: Abigail Mackay, Katrina Mackay.
Scalpay: Rona Morrison.
Stornoway: Emma Craig, Lily Craig, Thomas Craig, Sarah 
Craig, Calvin Mackenzie.

Answered Prayer
Can you fill in the grid and make a list of some of the answered prayers which the Bible refers to?



7The Explorer

Consequences of pardoned sin — The sin of 
a believer, although pardoned, does have 
consequences; note that the words of Galatians 

6:7,8 were written to the church. The ‘pleasures of sin’ 
(Heb.11) do not last. David turned back to the Lord in 
repentance and, with his soul restored, followed Him in 
the path of righteousness... but David’s life was never 
the same again. The ripples of his sin went out into his 
own family; first the child born, and then further (12:11). 
God predicted sad consequences in David’s family as 
a result of his sin. First the child died, two years later 
Amnon attacked his sister, two years later Absalom 
murdered his brother for this act and then, later still, 
Absalom rebelled against his father and then Absalom 
was also killed. Also, in his dying days, another son, 
Adonijah, rebelled against his father. Lack of respect 
towards an aged parent is not a new sin ! (2 Tim.3:2). 

David the parent — David heard of Amnon’s sin, became 
angry and...did nothing about it. Absalom (doubtless 
resentful of his father’s weakness in this matter) killed 
Amnon and David again did nothing about it. Selfishness 
abounded in David’s family and he did nothing to curb 
it. As a parent David was a poor example; there was 
parental neglect and lack of discipline in the home. He 
‘did not displease’ Absalom or Adonijah (1 Kings.1:6) 
and suffered the consequences. Perhaps if he had 
punished the sin of Amnon he might have prevented the 
sin of Absalom. There were victories in public but failures 
at home. David became so involved in his ‘public career’ 
that he neglected and failed to control his family. Many 
wives brought many children and so many jealousies 

and strifes. There was insufficient parental guidance. 

However, children have their own responsibilities as 

well as parents, and parents cannot be blamed for the 

bad choices of their children – we shall all be judged as 

individuals, not as families.

David’s endurance — Joab killed Absalom and now 

David feels the bitter, tragic consequences of how his 

sin has destroyed those he loved. He would see his 

infant son again, in Heaven, but Absalom would be 

missing; thus his bitter lament upon his death. Family 

suffering crushed the spirit of David; he is no longer the 

man he was. He trusts in God to the end but much joy 

is now lacking. Young men and women should never 

forget (1 Cor.10:11,12) the abiding consequences of one 

day’s sin; the wound is healed by God’s forgiveness but 

a lifelong scar remains. David suffered for his own sin 

and for the disobedience of his children but the grace 

of God surrounded him (Psalm 32:10) and enabled him 

to endure. In times of family distress he turned to God 

for strength and comfort – it cannot be found anywhere 

else!

Solomon (12:24,25) was a promise for future ‘Peace’ (the 

word Shalom is linked to Solomon’s name). Although he 

was also tainted by David’s weaknesses, yet he would 

build the Temple into which the Messiah would one day 

come eg. in Luke ch.2. A ‘greater than Solomon’ has 

come, the Prince of Peace has come and David beholds 

Him now, his son according to the flesh (Rom.1:3) in 

Heaven, in peace!

The Life of David — Part 11

David and 
his Children
2 Samuel chapters 13 to 19        
“O my son Absalom, my son.”

David pardoning absalom
(image from www.visualbiblealive.com)



Rex is a great name for a dog – it means ‘king’ and the 
black and white collie dog that lived next to Granny’s 
house deserved this name. He always ran to greet his 

friends with his tail wagging, a friendly grin on his kind face, 
and his tongue hanging from his panting mouth. Rex was 
always panting because he was always running, and even 
when he slowed down to catch his breath, he was ready to 
run some more. 

Occasionally it was possible to leave Granny’s and walk a little 
past Rex’s home toward the beach before he came bounding 
down the road to join in the adventure, but it was impossible 
to get further than the cattle-grid at the top of the beach road 
without him. Rex loved running and loved company and loved 
the beach. The road to the beach is steep and covered with 
gravel, which means that you and I would have to walk carefully 
and slowly – but Rex would charge down, turn sharply and 
charge back up to see how far you had managed to get – then 
he would charge down again. He continued, running up and 
running down all the way to the beach. No matter how keen he 
was to get there he wanted to make sure that his friends were 
with him – it was much more fun that way.

On the beach it was never hard to find either a stick or a long 
stiff stalk of seaweed to throw. Rex would charge away to 
fetch this and come back looking very pleased with himself, 
and begin gnawing at one end until the stick was thrown 
again. If the stick went into the sea Rex would plunge through 
the breaking waves without any hesitation, sometimes even 
vanishing in the white water, before coming back panting, 
wagging, and all-round happy. Rex was a great friend.

But then one day around teatime there was a terrible storm. 
The wind howled and made the heavy rain crash against the 
roof and windows of the house; as the rain got heavier and 
heavier there was a great flash and a huge crackling boom. It 
was good to be safely indoors during the thunder and lightning 
storm. It was exciting (and a little scary) looking out of the 
window and listening to the storm. It looked as if nothing was 
moving outdoors except the water, which was everywhere, 
gathering in puddles and running in streams into the drains. It 
was no time to go to the beach; it was no time to go out even 
to the shed, it was no time for doing anything outside, it was a 
day for staying indoors. 

The next day was a wonderfully bright and sunny day. It 
seemed very quiet except for the singing of the birds that 

appeared to be making up having been silenced the day 
before. It was a great day for the beach – and bound to be 
interesting because the storm would have washed up lots 
of fascinating things. It was unusual that Rex did not appear 
and it was not quite so good without him, even with all the 
discoveries made tangled in the seaweed. It was later that 
day that Rex’s owner went to look for him. Rex hadn’t been 
in his shed as he ought that morning nor did he appear at the 
kitchen door for food when called. I didn’t know that he was 
missing so I didn’t join in the search for him that afternoon. 
It was maybe just as well because it must have been very 
upsetting to be there when he was found. Rex must have 
been very scared by the thunder and lightning and panicked 
with fright. Perhaps he was running about trying to find a good 
place to hide from the noise. Poor Rex’s dead body was found 
tangled in a fence. He was tangled so badly it was difficult to 
get him out. He had been such a strong dog, and once caught 
he must have struggled and struggled to try to get free. His 
struggling would have made the tangle worse, and made the 
wires twist more tightly, tearing into his side.

Although you are unlikely to get caught in a fence like Rex, 
there is a real danger that you will get snared and tangled in 
sin. Actually the Bible teaches that everyone is born already 
tangled in sin. Like being caught in a spider’s web, or like 
Rex in the fence. You, like everyone else, will want to be free; 
but struggling and fighting to get free will only make it worse. 
Rex knew that he had to get free; he was scared by the storm 
and didn’t like being stuck. If only someone had found him 
and told him to lie still until the fence wires were cut. I would 
have patted his head and calmed him down until he stopped 
struggling. I know he would not have been so scared if he had 
a friend with him who could help; he would have listened and 
he would have been okay. The Bible tells us about the greatest 
friend. One who is able to help people like you and me who are 
unable to escape from the tangle of sin. His name is Jesus. He 
has wonderfully reassuring words, which are spoken to calm 
you down so that you don’t make things worse by continuing 
to struggle and fight by yourself. He also has the power to cut 
all the cords that hold you so that you can go free. When you 
are stuck one of the hardest things to do is to sit still, listen 
and wait, particularly if like Rex you are scared by the storm. 
You have to remember that Jesus, who is almighty, has the 
power to cut away the tangle of sin. Jesus is also very wise 
and knows the best way to set you free. Listen to him as he 
speaks. He is the best friend and he is the true King.

REX


