
June 2011

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

The Explorer



The Explorer2

Explorer Editor
Rev Harry JT Woods
Free Church Manse
Beauly
Inverness-shire
IV4 7EJ
Tel: 01463-782-303
Email: hjtwoods@tiscali.co.uk

Puzzles
Young folk are encouraged to complete 
the various puzzles in the magazine and 
send them in to:

Miss Anne Macaulay 
24 Ord Terrace 
Strathpeffer
Ross Shire 
IV14 9DA 
  
Younger readers who find the questions 
too hard may like to do a drawing based 
on one of the articles and send it to the 
same address.

Printed by: 
MMS Almac Ltd.
6 Tyock Ind. Est.
Elgin 
Moray 
IV30 1XY

Design and layout: H. Woods

[Unattributed articles ought not to be
considered the work of the Editor.]

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, 
and elders of Israel, If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the 

impotent man, by what means he is made whole; Be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this 

man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation 

in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved. (Acts 4:8-12)

Peter and John have been preaching at the temple. The Jewish leaders, 
especially the Sadducees, were angered by their message, for they 
had proclaimed a wonderful resurrection hope through Jesus Christ. 

They seized the two apostles and imprisoned them. The next day the 
Sanhedrin or great council of the Jews met to examine them. Peter and John 
were put on trial for healing a lame man and preaching a sermon!
The question posed by the council to the disciples was a direct one. “By 
what power, or by what name, have ye done this?” (v.7). Their meaning was, 
“We gave you no such permission! Whoever did, he is out of order!” The 
members of the Sanhedrin were doubtless aware that Peter and John were 
servants of Jesus Christ, but they wanted them to admit the fact.
Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth, was hated by the Jewish rulers. However 
the apostles were not intimidated by their adversaries. Instead Simon Peter, 
emboldened by the Holy Spirit, used the opportunity to preach another 
sermon, this time to the Sanhedrin! Without any shame he proclaimed that 
it was through the name of Jesus, whom they put to death but God raised 
again, that the lame man standing before them had been blessed.
A name can tell us a great deal about a person. It gives an individual his 
identity. It may indicate his nationality and background and in the past it 
often revealed a man’s occupation or trade. Do you know what your own 
name means? We can learn much from a name but there is no name like “the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” (v.10). Let us consider three things about 
this name which Peter preached.
 

A Saving Name
Firstly the name of Jesus Christ is a saving name. By it sinners obtain 
forgiveness and eternal life for “whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved” (Rom.10:13). Simon Peter spoke of this from his 
experience, as one who had sought and found Christ in his need. Have 
you?
There are three parts to our Saviour’s full title. “Lord” is his divine name, 
showing that he is truly God. “Jesus” is his human name, showing that he 
is truly man. “Christ” is his official name, showing that as the God-man he 
undertakes the role of Mediator between God and men. 
It is vital that we know Christ’s name. You may be acquainted with many 
people in this world, some of them important and dear to you. But could 
you say that, with eternity in mind, any of them was essential to know? 
This name though is absolutely necessary. By it alone can we be saved. 
By it alone we will be saved if we repent of our sins and trust in Christ who 
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made atonement for sinners at Calvary. Peter pointed 
to a psalm which shows us that although the Jewish 
leaders would reject Jesus and have him crucified yet 
God planned things this way, that the church might be 
built on a sure foundation:
 “That stone is made head cornerstone,
  which builders did despise:
 This is the doing of the Lord,
  and wondrous in our eyes.” (Ps.118:22,23)

A Unique Name
The name of Jesus Christ is a unique name. There is 
“none other name” revealed to sinners for their salvation. 
Some think that there are many ways to God. They 
believe that though people may take different spiritual 
paths in this world we shall all dwell with God in the end. 
It does not seem to matter to them whether a man is a 
Moslem, a Hindu, a Buddhist or whatever, for they say 
that we are all really worshipping the same God. This is 
one of Satan’s lies. Jesus said: “He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him” 
(John 5:23). Christ is an exclusive Saviour.
However the name of Christ is universal too. It is the 
praise of the angels in heaven but it has also been made 
known under heaven by the gospel. It has been “given 
among men.” If Christ is an exclusive Saviour then it 
is also true that he is the world’s Saviour, in the sense 
that his people are found in all nations. Christ is suited 
to sinners everywhere, whoever they are and whatever 
they have done.
It is the church’s task to make the precious name of Christ 
known to the ends of the earth. Simon Peter played a 
part in this great work, as an apostle to the Jews. In a 
few years he would be able to write to “the strangers 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia” (1Pet.1:1). Many heard the gospel from his 
own lips and believed in the Saviour.

A Glorious Name
Finally the name of Jesus Christ is a glorious name. 
There is no name more honourable than his. Certainly 
that was how Peter and John viewed it. They could have 
shut their mouths and saved themselves a lot of trouble 
and so could believers today. But that would be to deny 
their Lord who ransomed them with his own blood and 
who is “not ashamed to call them brethren” (Heb.2:11).
Peter’s preaching had an effect on the Sanhedrin. “Now 
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus” (v.13). Yet fearful of the 
gospel spreading among the people they commanded 
the apostles that they speak to no-one in Christ’s name. 
To this Peter and John replied: “Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye” (v.19).
I trust that you can make the right judgment. Peter would 
later say to the same Sanhedrin: “We ought to obey God 
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). In our own day of unbelief 
and opposition to the gospel let us love the worthy name 
of Jesus Christ with all our hearts and proclaim it by 
godly lives. May his name be above every name to you. 

BlackBerries

One of the best things about the late summer and 
early autumn is being able to pick blackberries, 
and one of the best things about blackberries 

is that they are free. I do love blackberry and apple 
pie. We freeze them and we can have blackberries 
right through the cold winter months. Some people 
make blackberry jam and that too is delicious. While 
I was picking blackberries recently I thought I would 
write you a little pretend (well almost) story puzzle for 
you. Here then is the story, the puzzle is for you to find 
the Bible references from the hints I have dropped. 
[Perhaps if you send Miss Macaulay the answers Mr 
Woods will publish your names].

‘One autumn evening my wife and I were picking 
blackberries, it was warm and the sky was cloudless, 
well almost, for we did see a little cloud, like a man’s 
hand, on the horizon.

‘We continued picking, it was a very good year for 
blackberries. They were large and full of juice; as big, 
we thought, as the grapes of Eshcol.

‘The juice came off on our fingers as we picked, but 
not only the juice, our hands were pricked by the 
thorns. It was good that we had put our old clothes 
on because blackberries bring forth, not only fruit but 
thorns.

‘The brambles had been trodden down in some places 
where others had been before us, but we did wonder 
if little foxes had been in and spoiled them.

‘The place where we go is most pleasant but the 
brambles can be very sharp. Perhaps, I thought, one 
day we might find fir trees there, or instead of the briar 
might come up the myrtle tree.

‘Evening began to draw on and the light started to 
fail, so we started on our way home with punnets full 
of fruit. It had been a fine day and we noticed the sky 
was red. My wife said because the sky glowed red we 
would have fine weather tomorrow as well today.

‘However, suddenly the little cloud was on us and the 
rain began. We managed to get to our little car, by the 
skin of our teeth, only just in time before the heavens 
opened, the rain would have drenched us had we 
been slower.’

There it is then. Did you find all seven of the Bible 
references? If so please let Miss Macaulay know. I am 
sure she will be glad to hear from you. 
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This is the last in this series of articles of which 
there have been thirty. I hope you have enjoyed 
reading them as much as I enjoyed writing them. 

The original intention with this series was to focus on 
missionaries who were also explorers and pioneers. 
Whilst all of the people we have looked at were brave 
and noble souls some of them were probably not strictly 
speaking explorers and pioneers,, but our last missionary 
certainly was. His name was George Grenfell and he was 
the first person to sail a steam boat up the great Congo 
River.

THE YoUNG miSSioNArY ENTHUSiAST
George Grenfell was born near Land’s End in Cornwall 
in 1849. His father was a carpenter and this ability at 
working with his hands was something his son would 
inherit. George would have few memories of his early 
home however as he was only three years old when 
the family moved to the city of Birmingham. The family 
belonged to the Church of England and he worshipped 
there with his parents. From an early age he was also 
regular in his attendance at Sabbath School and at the 
age of fifteen he was converted. It was very obvious that 
a great change had come into his life. He loved the things 
of the Lord. Early on the Lord’s Day he would meet with 
some friends for a prayer meeting and then, alongside 
the services of the day he would also give out tracts 
and engage in open air preaching. If there was a spare 
moment it would be spent reading and he liked nothing 
better than reading reports from the various mission 
fields. He had a special prayerful interest in the work of 
the great David Livingstone. In fact he and some friends 
began a little missionary magazine of their own through 
which they wished to demonstrate, “from all quarters of 

the globe that the gospel is, as of old, the power of God 
unto salvation.”
Having left school George began working in a machine 
factory, experience that would stand him in good stead 
in many a lonely spot on the Congo. He liked his work 
but gradually he became convinced that the Lord was 
calling him to mission work. By this stage he had joined 
the Baptist Church and he enquired as to whether they 
thought him a suitable candidate for theological training. 
They were happy to support his application and despite 
having lost the sight in one eye as a result of an accident 
at work they encouraged him to prepare to go to Africa. 
Having completed his training he arrived in Africa in 
January 1875. A year later he was joined by his young 
wife Mary Hawkes. Sadly this happy home would soon 
be hit by tragedy.

SAiLiNG UP THE GrEAT riVEr
Within less than a year Mary was dead and George found 
himself alone once more.  He was not content to remain 
in his original base and wanted to bring the gospel to 
those further up the Congo River who had never heard 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The usual method of travel was 
by canoe but canoes were slow and often dangerous, 
what with hippopotami and crocodiles. George realised 
that some form of sailing boat, perhaps even a steam 
boat would be much better. It was good idea but with no 
money and few contacts it seemed very unlikely. However 
if the Lord intends to do a work he will provide the means 
and the means on this occasion was a friend of Georges, 
another Englishman called Robert Arthington. Arthington 
was a wealthy man who wished his considerable fortune 
to be spent in the work of gospel mission. He left his 
comfortable home and came to Africa depriving himself 

A BArN Door 
WiTH A 
BrASS KNoCKEr

Rev George Grenfell :
Pioneer of the Congo



The Explorer 5

of all but the most basic necessities in order that every 
possible penny might go towards spiritual things. He had 
the money for a steam boat and in fact before he ever 
meant George Grenfell and heard of his plans Arthington 
himself had spoken to friends back home in England of 
his hope that one day it might be possible to “have a 
steamer on the Congo, to carry the Gospel eastward, 
and south and north of the river”. 
The Lord in his providence brought these two men 
together and soon their plans were taking shape. 
George returned home to England in order to supervise 
the construction of the boat which was 78 feet in length. 
Having been built and tested on the river Thames it 
was then carefully dismantled into several hundred 
pieces for transporting to Africa. George took with him 
a young missionary engineer who would be principally 
responsible for putting this life size jigsaw together 
again. However he was able to make little contribution to 
the project as he took ill and died shortly after arriving on 
African soil. Two others sent out after him fared no better 
and George was left with the task of trying to build the 
boat himself. With the help of the Lord he managed the 
task, as he said himself; the boat was “prayed together”. 
His African assistants were as excited as himself when 
it was successfully launched. “She lives, Master! She 
lives!” they shouted. Appropriately the new vessel was 
called ‘Peace’ and for a good number of years it carried 
the message of gospel peace up that great river. On its 
first voyage alone it covered twelve hundred miles. 
Besides bringing gospel light George Grenfell performed 
a most important role in exploring and charting areas 
hitherto unknown. The Royal Geographical society 
awarded him a Gold Medal and the King of Belgium 
bestowed a grand title, the “Chevalier of the Order of 
Leopold”. He thought it was quite funny that someone 
as poor and as far removed from high society as he was 
should have such a title and compared himself to a “barn 
door with a brass knocker”!

A GrEAT CHANGE iN THE PEoPLE
Interesting as his explorations were his great concern was 
to bring the Gospel to a people sunk in ignorance and 
brutality. On his travels he discovered that the horrors of 
cannibalism were rife, even within families. Tribes would 
attack one another and take people, often children, away 
who would then become their slaves. These slaves had a 
miserable existence and on many occasions the ‘Peace’ 
and the other boats which eventually also plied these 

waters were used to rescue children. It is nothing short 
of miraculous that George and the crew were not killed 
in these situations. New slaves were frequently needed 
as many of them ended up as burial victims. The people 
believed that when a person died a slave should go with 
them to look after them in the next life and many a poor 
slave was buried alive. If the person who died was a local 
chief it was considered appropriate to send many slaves 
to accompany them on their eternal journey. There are 
records available of Grenfell’s attempts to intervene in 
such circumstances, again at great personal risk. He 
spoke to them of the sanctity of life and warned them 
of the Day of Judgement always pointing them to Christ 
as their only hope for the world to come. He had many 
clashes with the evil witchdoctors and spoke out often 
against the sheer cruelty that was constantly inflicted, 
often in the name of justice.
 Despite every attempt to stop his work he pressed on 
and lived to see a wonderful work of God along the 
Congo River. In 1902 he spoke of crowded churches and 
transformed lives. As he wrote he recalled his first visit 
to that particular spot. Then he had met a hail of spears 
but now the people gathered to welcome him and the 
children and their teachers, from the schools he had 
worked so hard to establish, sang of Jesus, as Mr Grenfell 
or Tata (father) as they called him, came ashore. He had 
remarried but outlived his second wife and at least four 
of their children. A recent writer has said that the graves 
of the little ones were like milestones along the river. His 
own grave would be the furthest milestone of them all. In 
1906 he passed away and was buried amidst the mingled 
sorrow and thankfulness of thousands of Africans whose 
lives had been transformed by the gospel he had brought 
from far away Birmingham. Perhaps amongst those who 
have read this series of articles will be some who will 
follow in the footsteps of those brave souls who went 
before for whom to live was Christ and to die was gain. 
One thing is for sure that there is no more useful life than 
one given to the service of the King of Kings. However 
that can only take place when the soul has submitted 
to his authority and has come into his Kingdom by the 
miracle of the new birth.

Sunrise near mossaka (Congo) - Bsm15 org/wikipedia/ 

The steamer 'Peace' used by Grenfell
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A Christian friend takes a great interest in words, 
and their meanings. I know he has a number 
of dictionaries, some of them quite ancient. He 

can be especially helpful when explaining the meaning 
of Bible words since he can speak of their Greek or 
Hebrew origin.

We all use words, now that is obvious isn’t it? I am using 
words to tell you what is in my mind. When I tell you 
something it is important that I use the correct words, 
otherwise you will misunderstand me.

In your various subjects at school your teacher uses 
words which relate particularly to the subject being 
taught. For instance if your lesson is chemistry you 
might learn of copper sulphate. The teacher would not 
just say, ‘blue crystals’ because there are plenty of blue 
crystals but only one copper sulphate. You could put 
bath salts, which can be blue crystals, in your bath, 
but it would be dangerous if you bathed in copper 
sulphate.

There are special words for every subject and they have 
a precise meaning. Think of a few; purl in knitting, bail in 
cricket, let in tennis, abseil in climbing, Sassenach (that’s 
me!) and haggis are particularly Scottish words. It would 
be a good exercise if you could think of some more.

Now, when we come to a study of Christian things we 
need to be precise in our language. It would be terrible 
if, when we spoke to people of their eternal souls we 
used the wrong words and misled them. Ministers, 
theologians, Sabbath School teachers and all who 
speak of Christian things must be very careful and use 
the proper words.

There is a word which comes to mind, and it is the 
word ‘propitiation’. This word comes three times in the 
New Testament; in Romans 3:25, l John 2:2 and 1 John 
4:10. Where it occurs no other word will give the same 
meaning. If you have a Bible version where the word in 
these verses is not ‘propitiation’ then I must tell you that 
propitiation is the only word that will do, and any other 
word is inaccurate. 

To understand the meaning we must go back to the 
Old Testament, back to the Tabernacle and to the most 
holy place in that Tabernacle. In the most holy place 
was a box called the Ark. Covering the Ark was a lid 
and over the lid, looking down onto the lid, were two 
golden figures of angels with their wings stretched out 
over the cover. This cover was called ‘The Mercy Seat’. 
Once every year, no more, no less, the High Priest, 
wearing special clothes, would go into this most holy 
place taking with him the blood of an animal sacrifice. 
He would sprinkle the blood on that Mercy Seat. As he 
did so God looked down from heaven and, because of 
the shed blood, forgave the sins of his people. Another 
name for the Mercy Seat is the ‘propitiatory’ because it 
was there God’s anger was propitiated.

We hear little of the fact now that God is angry with 
sinners though in Psalm 7:11 we read that ‘God is angry 
with the wicked every day.’ It is most proper that God 
should be angry because our sin offends him. Indeed he 
cannot bear to look on sin. For him to look on sinners 
with favour his anger must be turned away. We are 
sinners and there is nothing we can do to turn away 
God’s anger.

God’s anger was turned away from his ancient people 
when in the Tabernacle the High Priest went and 
sprinkled blood on the Mercy Seat. It was not that bull’s 
blood could turn away God’s anger but it pointed to 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ — He who shed his 
blood on the cross so that sinners would be forgiven. 
John in his first epistle says, ‘Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins’ (l John 4:10). What John is 
saying is that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Mercy Seat. He 
did not bring bull’s blood but he paid with his own blood 
so that God would be propitiated once and for ever. He 
paid the price for our forgiveness, a price that we could 
not possible pay. So when you read that difficult word 
‘propitiation’ remember that Mercy Seat of old where 
Aaron came each year with the blood of an animal, and 
remember that the Lord Jesus came once, and once 
only, and with his own blood so that God’s anger would 
be propitiated and our sins would be forgiven.

The 
ImporTance 
of 
Words



At this time of year we are surrounded by beautiful 
flowers in the fields and in the garden. The Bible 
teaches us that as part of God’s creation they 

speak to us about the God who made them.  What do 
they say to us ?

THEY SPEAK OF THE BEAUTY OF GOD
They tell us of his skill as a designer and of his power as 
a worker, but if the flowers are so  beautiful, what must 
the beauty of their Creator be, whose mind designed 
them!  His power is also seen in the little things; how 
carefully they are made. The flowers also speak of God’s 
love for what is lovely – what he makes is ‘very good’. 
Solomon’s glory is inferior to the work of God, said the 
Lord Jesus (Matt 6:29). This is one reason why sin is so 
hateful to God; sin is ugliness, holiness is beautiful. We 
have made sin, but only God can make us holy.

THEY TEACH US TO TRUST IN GOD
God cares for the little flowers as well as the great sun. 
We call the flowers which grow in the fields ‘wild flowers’ 
because they receive no care from man. But God they 
are not ‘wild’ to God because they are under his care. 
If the Lord’s caring providence extends to little flowers, 
how much more must he care for his own people! This is 
what the Saviour taught us in Matthew 6:30.

THEY ALSO REMIND US OF OUR FRAILTY
How fragile flowers are in the stormy wind and rain. 
How quickly they bloom and then fade away to die and 
disappear from view (Ps 103:15, 16: Job 5:7,8). Yet 
their root remains. Though hidden from our eyes God 
sees them. So it is with the believer at death. The soul 
disappears from the earth to be with Christ and the body 
is buried from view. But God sees them both and, like 
the flowers in Spring, they shall be seen again at the 
Resurrection!

THEY GIVE US AN IDEA OF THE BEAUTY OF THE 
HEAVENLY ‘ROSE OF SHARON’

Christ is ‘the fairest of all men’ (Ps 45), the ‘Altogether 
Lovely’ (Song 5:16), the ‘Plant of Renown’ (Ezek. 34:29) 
and the Beloved of the Father.  His beauty is superlative 
and incomparable. We have not seen him but we love 
him (1 Peter 1:8 ) because the Holy Spirit has taken the 
things of Christ and applied them to our souls, and faith 
believes his testimony. Flowers are beautiful but even 
they must fade in comparison with the beauty of Christ’s 
Person. He is loved by the Father. He is loved by the 
Holy Spirit. But is he loved by you?
“Since he has looked upon me, my heart is not my own, 
he has run away to heaven with it.”
Samuel Rutherford.

On the 22nd of April about 15 
children met as part of the 
Spring Conference.

There was a great team spirit amongst 
all the children and lots of activities 
were arranged for them. 
Crafts – teaching the children about 
Elisha and Creation. 
Psalm singing – which also involved 
making sewing cards of Psalm 121. 
Team games – Quizzes which helped 
them to learn more about the Bible and 
ofcourse football, which helped them to 
let of steam after all their hard work. 
A great time was had by all.  

“Consider the lilies of the field”   Matt 6:28
“The flowers appear on the earth.” (Song 2:12)

LISTEN TO THE FLOWERS


