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On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter 
went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: And he became very 
hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 
And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had 
been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: Wherein 
were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping 
things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and 
eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common 
or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common. This was done thrice: and the vessel was 
received up again into heaven. (Acts 10:9-16)

The Lord Jesus Christ gave the same charge to all his apostles: they were 
to “preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15). As the church’s King and Head Christ 

sent them wherever it pleased him; they were his ambassadors, going about his 
business and speaking in his name.
 In the will of the Lord Simon Peter was entrusted with “the gospel of the 
circumcision” (Gal.2:7), meaning that he was to preach salvation chiefly to his 
own people, the Jews. God established his covenant with Abraham, promising 
to be his God and the God of his descendants. Circumcision was the sign of 
this covenant. After Abraham came Isaac and then Jacob and in time there 
was a great nation, Israel, favoured by God and waiting for the coming of their 
Messiah.
 The Lord prepared Peter for his life’s work, as he does all his servants. He 
gave him the gifts and grace he needed for his special calling, making him the 
person he was through his unique experience. The man who descended into the 
depths when he denied his Lord discovered that God’s mercy is higher than the 
heavens; the man who was once strong in himself became “strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus” (2Tim.2:1).
 Restored by the Lord and filled with his Spirit Peter preached at Pentecost 
and thousands of Jews were converted to Christ. Through Peter also there came 
healing to the lame man at the temple and judgment upon the lying Ananias 
and Sapphira. And then in Christ’s name he raised Aeneas from his sickbed 
and Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9:34,40). In these ways Peter ministered to the 
Jews.
 However Simon Peter and the other apostles were now to learn something 
very important for the future of the church: that the gospel was not for the Jews 
only but also for the Gentiles.

Visions

 In a certain town there was a man named Cornelius. Although he was a 
Roman citizen and a commander in the army he feared the Lord with his family, 
praying always and showing great kindness to the Jews. At the time of evening 
worship he had a vision in which an angel called him by name. He was told that 
God had taken note of his deeds, for they were the fruit of his faith. He was now 
to send men to the city of Joppa where they would meet Simon Peter who would 
instruct him further.
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 Cornelius chose three God-fearing men, told them 
everything and sent them on their way. At noon the next 
day, as the men were nearing Joppa, Peter went up the 
stairs of his lodgings and onto the flat roof that he might 
have a private place to pray. While he was kneeling he 
became hungry but as his hosts prepared the meal he had 
a vision of a great linen sheet coming down from heaven to 
earth, containing all sorts of animals, both tame and wild, 
with reptiles and birds. 

a Voice

 While Peter wondered at the sight he heard a voice, 
commanding him to get up and kill and eat the different 
creatures. Peter was astonished! He knew it was from the 
Lord but he was a Jew: how could he ever think of eating 
a pig or a camel or a hare when Moses had forbidden it? 
Even to touch their carcases would defile him!
 Peter protested that he had never eaten anything 
unclean. But then the voice spoke to him again: “Do not call 
common what God has made clean!” It happened a third 
time too. When the vision ceased and the voice fell silent 
Simon was left puzzled: what did it all mean? As he turned 
the matter over in his mind the answer quickly appeared: 
the men sent by Cornelius were now at the door.

tHe Lesson

 The next day Simon Peter and brethren from Joppa 
went to meet Cornelius, who had gathered his family 
and friends. As Peter talked with these Gentiles he was 
astounded at the interest they showed in the things of God. 
He was beginning to understand the meaning of the vision 
and the voice: the animals represented the nations of the 
world and now they were all acceptable to God – and to 
Peter! He told the company, “God hath shewed me that I 
should not call any man common or unclean” (v.28). Then 
as Peter preached the good news of Christ the Holy Spirit 
descended upon them as in Jerusalem and Samaria. The 
new believers were baptised with water in the Lord’s name. 
The Jewish believers who were present were amazed that 
the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit just as they had.
 The great lesson to be learned is that with the death of 
Christ the Old Testament came to an end. The ceremonial 
law with its animal sacrifices was fulfilled by Jesus at 
Calvary when he offered “one sacrifice for sins for ever” 
(Heb.10:12), shedding his own precious blood in the place 
of the guilty. Now in the New Testament he gathers his 
people from the four corners of the earth, as foreseen by 
the Psalmist:
 “His name for ever shall endure;
  last like the sun it shall:
 Men shall be bless’d in him, and bless’d
  all nations shall him call.” (Ps.72:17)

 Peter later went back on what the Lord had taught 
him. He gave way to Jewish believers who insisted that 
Christians must keep the law of Moses and separated 
himself from the Gentile believers, leading others astray 
(Gal.2:11-13). Fickle and fearful: so like Simon Peter – and 
so like us all! Yet the Lord recovered his servant. When 
the church debated the matter Simon Peter, remembering 
his visit to Cornelius, declared how God had blessed the 
Gentiles even as he had the Jews, proclaiming: “we believe 
that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be 
saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11). This is the gospel for all, 
for you and for me. May God graciously bless it to us. 

Psalmody Test Tunes
Here is the third group of three tunes to help you 

prepare for the test.
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 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.”  2 
Tim.3:16

Scripture is limited to the sixty-six books of the 
Bible. The Apocrypha are accepted and inserted 
by the Roman Catholic church but were never 

accepted in the Canon of Scripture by the Apostolic 
Church nor were quoted by Christ as genuine.
The Bible is necessary — At his creation man had a 
knowledge of God which, being without sin, enabled 
him to have communion with God. When he did sin, 
he lost that communion and knowledge. For his soul to 
be restored, his knowledge had to be restored and this 
required Words from God (which were subsequently 
written down) to give him those new thoughts and 
knowledge of God which are necessary for salvation 
(John 17:3). We are saved by knowing, not doing.                
The Bible is necessary for a true interpretation of 
reality – the alternative is to live and die uncertain of 
reality. 

“Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
 and scan His work in vain. 
 God is His own Interpreter, 
 and He will make it plain.” (W.Cowper)  

God gave us the Bible not only to tell us about himself 
but also about the place of sinners  in his plan of 
salvation through Christ (John 5:39; Psalm 40:6-10; 
Luke 24: 25-27). If there had been no Saviour provided, 
there would have been no Bible.
The Bible is inspired — It is “breathed by God” (2 Tim. 
3:16) in a similar way to which you use your breath to 
pronounce a word. But in this case the ‘breath’ is the 
Holy Spirit; the Scriptures are ‘inspirited’. The Spirit 
gave men the Words to write down (1 Cor. 2:13) so that 

there would be no mistakes and no individual “private” 
(2 Pet. 1: 20,21) opinions about truth. “Thy Word is true 
from the beginning.” (Ps. 119:160). 
The Bible is infallible — However, the writers (‘penmen’) 
did feel what they wrote; the thoughts went through them 
onto the page. Many think that there are mistakes in the 
Bible because they do not understand some things in it, 
but the mistake is in their (sin-affected) understanding,  
not in the Bible. The Lord Jesus believed the histories 
in the Bible which many nowadays do not; e.g. about 
Adam and Eve, Noah, Lot’s wife, Jonah and the whale 
(Matt. 19:4,5; 12:39-41; Luke 17:26,27,32). 
The authority of the Bible — The Lord Jesus spoke 
reverently of the Bible (John 6:25-34; 10:35; Luke 4:1-
22; Matt. 15:1-9) and we should follow his Example. The 
Bible is ‘the only rule of faith and practice’, including 
worship. The Holy Spirit witnesses in the heart of the 
believer as to its genuineness and authority. We are to 
use ‘the sword of the Spirit’ (Eph. 6:17) to divide truth 
from error. It is not the church which tells us what to 
believe (another Roman Catholic error!) — it is God 
who has revealed the Truth and it is God who tells us 
to believe it. Christ had to correct the errors of the 
‘church’ (Matt. 5-7). The Bible is absolutely trustworthy. 
It is God’s only and final written revelation. Its certainty  
provides the comfort of the believer in life and especially 
at death.
all Scripture is useful to know — “The Scripture is the 
school of the Holy Spirit in which, as nothing is passed 
over that is necessary and useful, so nothing is taught 
but what it is good to know.” (Calvin).  If the truths in 
Scripture were not useful to be known, God would not 
have revealed them and preserved them in writing. We 
are to have ‘the whole counsel of God’ (Acts 20:27) 

Basic Bible Teachings 3 — The Bible

a copy of the Gutenberg Bible which was the first Bible printed using movable type [www.wikipedia.org]

www.wikipedia.org
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preached. Moreover, God has in the Scriptures given us 
all that we need to know. There is no need to go outside 
of Scripture for guidance; it is given directly or indirectly 
(e.g. in principles or in the examples from Scripture 
characters) in the Bible. You may wish to consult John 
Newton’s excellent Letter about Guidance.
The interpretation of the Bible — Only the Holy Spirit, 
the Author, can interpret his meaning in the Scriptures. 
This is why David prayed, “Open Thou mine eyes,” 
(Ps. 119:18), as we must, in order to understand the 
Scriptures.  Reading the Bible without the Light of the 
Spirit in the understanding is like reading a book in a 
darkened  room. Christ, as Prophet, has guaranteed 
to instruct all genuine members of his church (John 
6:29,45; 8:47; 16:13; Luke 24:27). Because the Bible 
has One Author, there is a harmony in the teaching of 
the Bible. Scripture should be compared with other 
Scriptures on the same subject to gain meaning. 
Because the Author is infinitely wise and infallible, 
there can be no contradictions in Scripture. Humility is 
always necessary in Bible study. Calvin and many other 
Reformers believed that the understanding of the Epistle 
to the Romans was the key to the understanding of the 
whole Word of God. This is sound advice. Moreover, the 
Old Testament must always be read in the light of the 
New Testament.      When a little girl was given a Bible, 
she wrote on the front page;  

‘Divine Instructor, Gracious Lord, 
 Be Thou for ever near,
 Teach me to love Thy sacred Word, 
 And find the Saviour there.’

Consequences of rejecting any of God’s Word — It 
means you are heeding the devil, (“Yea, hath God 
said...?” Gen. 3:1) and the world. For example, some will 
believe the human record of history or human thoughts 
on science as opposed to God’s. If God cannot be 
trusted regarding history or science, how can he be 
trusted when he speaks on anything  else? It means 
you have a ‘pick and choose’ view of God’s character 
which is reflected in a ‘pick and choose’ view of the 
Word of God. For example, some will be attracted to 
God’s promises but not believe God’s threats. There 
are actually ‘professing’ Christians who do not believe 
that God will destroy those who live according to the 
practices of Sodom and Gomorrah. “Yea, has God 
said..?”  God’s character has not changed! (1 Cor. 
6:9)  Our view of Scripture depends upon and reflects 
our view of God. Would God give us an imperfect, 
untruthful  revelation?  If you cannot trust every Word of 
God, it means  you are not trusting him at all.  Beware 
of departing from God’s Words. In the garden of Eden 
man’s reason rejected Divine revelation, and thereby 
man lost both his reason and himself. For us, as it was 
for Christ, the final authority is, “It is written!”
The practical value of the Holy Scriptures — (2 Tim. 
3:16). They are given to make us ‘wise unto salvation’ 
(vs.15) when believed. Christ governs his church by his 

Word and Spirit. The first use in verse 16 is doctrine. 
Many do not want doctrine nowadays (ch. 4:2-4) i.e. 
they are unwilling to be taught from God’s Word. They 
say, “If you are sincere in following Christ, it doesn’t 
matter what you believe.” Such are sincerely wrong! You 
are responsible for what you believe and if you reject 
the teaching of the Lord Christ, then you are certainly 
not on the way to heaven (John 3:36). Doctrine not only 
edifies but it also offends (John 6:59-61,66; 1 Cor. 1:18; 
2 Cor. 2:15,16). We must recognise a number of effects 
of doctrine. Reproof: This is a work in the conscience, 
the inner court (Rom. 2:15). It is when error in belief 
or practice is exposed and a warning is registered in 
the conscience. There are those who do not heed the 
warning (v.8). They resist the truth and thus reveal (v.9) 
that they have a ‘corrupt mind’. Correction: This is 
the positive side of reproof, the reconstruction of the 
believer’s life, the modifying of his character and aims. 
He is not only warned about the wrong path but directed 
to the right one (Ps. 23:3).  Instruction in righteousness: 
Firstly we receive God’s righteousness (defined in his 
Word) by faith and thus we are equipped and seek to 
do what is right. The Word is necessary to define what a 
‘good work’ is. By the Word a person is equipped to be 
useful in the church. One anonymous author gives this 
beautiful description of the Bible;
“ This Book is the Mind of God, reveals the state of man, 
the doom of sinners and the happiness of believers. Its 
doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories 
are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to 
be wise, believe it to be safe, practise  it to be holy. 
It can give light to direct you, food to support you, 
and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveller’s map, the 
pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword 
and the Christian’s character. Here paradise is restored, 
heaven opened and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is 
its grand Subject, our good is its design, and the glory 
of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart 
and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. 
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of 
pleasure. Follow its directions and it will lead you to 
Calvary, to the empty tomb, to the resurrected life in 
Christ; yes, to glory itself, for eternity.”

QUESTiOnS
1. What could we know about Jesus Christ, life and 
     death, without the Bible?
2. Why is there so much opposition to the Bible in the 
    world?
3. How did Jesus worship God?
4. What are the “books” referred to in Revelation 
    chapter 20?
FOr FUrTHEr rEaDinG
“Thy Word is Truth”   by E.J.Young
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Go outside, stand on the street, jump up and down. Have you been able to make a hole in the road? Probably 
not. Try stamping with your foot; if that doesn’t do the trick go and get a stick and bash it. Have you managed 
to make a hole in the road yet? It would be easier to make a hole in mud, but it is very difficult to make a hole 
in the hard tarmac with which the road is made. That really shouldn’t be a surprise; the road is so strong that 
huge trucks, tankers, fire engines and double-decker buses are able to drive on it without making any holes.

But do you know what I saw the other day? All along the side of the road there were little holes — just as 
if someone had poked a finger through from the underside. Except it can’t have been a finger; that would 
have really hurt! These little holes at the side of the road had not been formed by a powerful drill, or by a 
heavy hammer. No, each hole had been made by a little green shoot, which had pushed its way through the 
thick tarmac. Until this little plant had begun to grow there had been no holes in that part of the road. Now 
the little green shoots of a young plant are not hard, they are soft and gentle — even a very little child can 
easily pluck them up — or a small creature like an ant can chomp through them. But nevertheless these green 
shoots were able to push through the road when your stamping foot and the pounding wheels of big trucks 
were unable. 

You can’t hear plants grow, you can’t watch them grow — it all happens very slowly and gently — but the sprouts 
that come from these little seeds just push and push and slowly but surely force their way through. I am sure 
that you know that it is only because of the wonderful way that God has created the world that something so 
gentle can do something so powerful.  

But do you know that Jesus tells us his word is just like a seed — in fact he describes it as precious seed. 
When this seed begins to grow it can push through even some of the hardest hearts. And once it has begun 
to grow it will keep growing until it is a big fruitful plant. When you learn verses from the Bible it is just like 
planting a seed that with God’s blessing will one day grow big and strong and produce wonderful fruit. But 
if the seed is not sown it will not grow. So make a special effort to learn and keep learning what the Bible 
says. 
Mark chapter 4 contains some parables that Jesus taught about seeds growing. Why don’t you now read 
them?

tHat

is 
not 
possibLe!



I took a potato peeler with me when I went out to hunt 
lions last night. Of course I was not hunting scary 
lions with sharp teeth and claws — but dandelions 

— the ones that were growing in my garden. When I 
walked up the path in the afternoon the front lawn was 
covered with them. Their big yellow heads stood out 
clearly against the green grass and the occasional little 
daisy. The grass had been cut only a few days before 
and would have looked good, if it wasn’t for those pesky 
dandelions with their yellow heads and long leaves. So 
after dinner I took the potato-peeler and went out to dig 
them up. The potato-peeler had a nice long sharp bit to 
take the core out of apples, which I thought would be 
great for digging down deep to get at the roots. 

I was wrong about the potato peeler — it soon broke 
in the thick clay soil (and my wife was not pleased 
when I had to explain later why the potato-peeler was 
missing from the kitchen drawer). I was also wrong 
about the dandelions. You see; I thought I had managed 
to dig them all up. I walked over the lawn a few times 
bent double and checking carefully — and even after 
the peeler handle broke I was able to prise up quite a 
number until there were none left — or so I thought. 
 
Certainly there were none that I could see that evening. 
But the next day when the sun was shining — there 
they were. Not as many as before, but still lots of bright 
yellow flowers and one or two that had even started 
to turn to seed. And when a dandelion flower turns to 
seed it becomes white and fluffy like a pom-pom with 
hundreds of tiny seeds — and this is very bad news for 
a garden lawn if you are trying to keep it dandelion free. 
This time — without the potato-peeler (it was now in the 
bin), I dug up all the remaining plants and congratulated 
myself on a job well done. 

Maybe you are wondering why I missed so many the 
evening before. I wondered about this myself, until I 
realised that dandelions (like lots of other flowers) fold 
up their petals and close their heads when the sun is 
not shining. Even with my careful hunting there were 

many that I had not noticed because the sun had begun 
to set and their yellow flowers were hidden. This made 
me think about the foolishness of trying to get rid of 
sin from our lives without the help of the bright light of 
God’s Word. It is true that even someone who has never 
read the Bible knows about some of their sins, and may 
even try to get rid of them — but it is only when the pure 
light of the Scripture shines that it is possible for you 
and me to see just how sinful we are. The Bible also not 
only reveals the extent of our sin but it reveals the only 
effective way to deal with it — the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ. Through God’s grace the guilt and shame of sin 
is taken away, and through his grace the Christian is 
given help to begin effectively digging up and removing 
sinful habits.

Good intentions of digging up dandelions are not enough 
if the sun is not shining. Good intentions of dealing with 
sin are not enough without the light of God’s Word. You 
and I need to pray that the Holy Spirit would make us 
able to see according to this light.

After learning this lesson from the humble garden 
dandelion I went for a short walk. As I turned the 
corner just beyond my house I was horrified. It was 
terrible! There was a nearby house with an uncared for 
and overgrown garden, completely full of dandelions 
— all about to seed! So I learnt a second lesson that 
day about dandelions and sin. The battle to remove 
both must be ongoing. It wouldn’t be long before all 
these hundreds and thousands of little seeds would be 
blown by the wind along the street and into my lovely 
dandelion-free lawn. I would need to be vigilant and 
continue uprooting each small plant whenever I noticed 
it and before the roots got too firm a grip. And this 
is just like sin. In this life the Christian will always be 
discovering sin after sin appearing in their heart and life. 
But don’t be discouraged, and never think to give up. 
The Lord has promised that his grace is sufficient and 
one day the work that he has begun will be gloriously 
complete.

Hunting 
(dande-) 
Lions


