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But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 
And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought 
a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why 
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part 
of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after 

it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this 
thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. And Ananias 
hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came 
on all them that heard these things. And the young men arose, wound him 

up, and carried him out, and buried him. (Acts 5:1-6)

The Lord Jesus has been working mightily through the ministry of his 
apostles. Before he ascended into heaven he sent them into all the world 
to preach the gospel, beginning at Jerusalem. By their labours the cause 

of Christ has prospered and thousands have been brought into the church.
 As the church has grown so hostility towards the disciples has increased, 
as we saw last time. The Jewish authorities were not pleased that Jesus was 
being proclaimed as the risen Saviour and miracles were being done in his 
name. Soon difficulties began to appear within the church too.
 We should not be surprised at this. Whenever God is doing something 
good among men we may be sure that the devil will be opposing it. His aim 
is to hide the glory of God, especially in salvation. He does all that he can to 
divide and destroy the church, or at least to disturb it. In doing this he makes 
use of those who profess faith in Christ but whose hearts are not right with 
God, as we shall see.

Deceitful Action
 At this time the believers in Jerusalem were facing the threat of persecution. 
Soon they would be scattered far and wide, experiencing great suffering. 
Seeing the hardships ahead of them they decided to sell their homes and 
lands and put the proceeds together to meet the needs of all.
 One couple sold their estate and donated the income just like the rest of the 
church. Their names were Ananias and Sapphira. They seemed to be zealous 
Christians and devoted to the Lord but all was not as it appeared. Unknown 
to others they had agreed beforehand that they would retain a portion of the 
proceeds: Ananias brought the remainder to the apostles.
 Perhaps this couple were guilty of greed. We all tend to desire more than 
we have or more than we are entitled to. The Bible warns us that “the love of 
money is the root of all evil” (1Tim.6:10). Why be so attached to what in the 
end you must leave behind? Listen to the words of a wise man: “A good name 
is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver 
and gold” (Prov.22:1).
 Ananias and Sapphira were definitely guilty of deceit. They wanted to 
be seen as giving everything when in fact they were keeping something for 
themselves. Telling a lie, whatever the reason for it, is a sin. It is forbidden by 
God in the ninth commandment which says, “Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour” (Exod.20:16). 

Simon PETEr: PArT 29

Subscription Details
The Explorer is published by the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) and is 
supplied free with the Witness magazine 
which is published monthly. The 
subscription rates for 2011 are:
U.K.   £25.00
Europe (Airmail)  £30.00
Overseas (Airmail)  £35.00 
Congregations ordering the Witness are 
encouraged to make bulk orders at the 
reduced rate of £22 per subscription per 
year. The Explorer, being free, may be 
ordered separately for  Sabbath Schools.

Subscriptions and orders should be sent 
to:
Sandra Judge
10 Montrose Terrace
Whiting Bay
Isle of Arran
KA27 8QN
Email: sandra.judge@tesco.net

A 
Solemn 
Event



The Explorer 3

nothing Secret
 The Lord revealed to Simon Peter what had happened 
and Simon Peter spoke to Ananias, accusing him of lying. 
In pretending to hand over the whole sum when he was 
holding on to a part Ananias had not only lied to men but 
also to the Holy Spirit, which meant that he had lied to 
God.
 Christians enjoy the presence and power of God’s 
Spirit in their lives. He always leads us into truth and 
righteousness as is fitting for the followers of Christ. 
James tells us: “Let no man say when he is tempted, I 
am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man” (Jam.1:13). Our problem 
is our own sinful hearts: the devil knows this and gets to 
work on us.
 Ananias foolishly gave way to Satan’s suggestions. 
It is easy for us to do this for our flesh is weak. We can 
imagine what he and his wife were thinking: “We must 
keep some of our income. We can’t do without money! 
IF we get into trouble it will get us out of it.” But our real 
need is to trust in God who is able to deliver us out of all 
our afflictions.
 Dear friend, learn that you have no secrets in the 
sight of God! “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good” (Prov.15:3). It is vain to 
try and hide anything from him for he knows everything.
 “If we God’s name forgot, or stretch’d
  to a strange god our hands,
 Shall not God search this out? for he
  heart’s secrets understands.” (Ps.44:20,21)

Sudden Judgment
 When Ananias heard Peter’s words he was 
overwhelmed. He had been found out but it was too late 
for him to do anything about it for that very moment he 
fell to the ground and died. Quickly some of the younger 
brethren wrapped his body in linen, carried it out of the 
city and buried it.
 A few hours later Sapphira joined the company. 
She expected to see her husband being praised for his 
generosity but instead Peter questioned her about the 
sale and the price they had received. Sapphira quoted 
the sum Ananias had brought; she had been a party to 
the plan. Peter then accused her too of tempting God and 
told her what had happened to her husband – and what 
was about to happen to her. Immediately she fell down 
dead and was buried with her husband. The fear of God 
came upon everyone, within the church and without.
 The Bible records the solemn things which happened 
to those who were bold in sin. When Gehazi lied he was 
made a leper (2Kings 5:27). Today people are rarely 
punished like this: does this mean that sin is not so 
serious now? By no means! The Word of God tells us 
what is right and wrong and warns of the wrath to come 
upon the disobedient.
 Does your conscience trouble you about anything you 
have done – even though no-one else knows about it? 
Why is that? God is speaking to you! In his kindness he 
is warning you that he will “judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ” (Rom.2:16).
 If our sin is great then God’s mercy is greater. A 
Saviour has come who suffered and died for the guilty to 
save them. His name is Jesus Christ. Turn from your sin 
and trust in him!

Psalmody Test Tunes
Here are the first three tunes to help you prepare for the 

test.
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God is before all. 

In the beginning, before all things (outside of himself) 
began to be, God was already there; the First Cause 
of all. The Hebrew word for God, ELOHIM, has the root 

meaning of POWER. Time and creation (space) were made 
by God ‘in the beginning’. He acts in time and is in every 
place, but is not limited by place or time, being ‘infinite, 
eternal and unchangeable.’  God does not describe himself 
as “I  was”, but “I am” (JEHOVAH), the Eternal Being. God is 
perfect and all-sufficient in himself – He has no need of any 
of his creatures, they add nothing to him (Psalm 16:2). Before 
the creation the Father, Son and Holy Spirit delighted in one 
another in infinite happiness (Proverbs 8:22-30; John 1:1), 
nor can any of God’s creatures now disturb that ‘essential 
blessedness’ (1 Timothy 6:15-16). They can however 
offend God’s moral government by their transgressions of 
his Law and God will respond according to Divine Justice.                                                                                            
                                                     
Pantheism (e.g. Hinduism) states that God is his creation, 
without a distinct personality. The opposite doctrine, Deism 
is also false, i.e. that God is not active in the world. These 
false views are the foundation of much wrong thinking 
about God.              

God has revealed himself.
God can be known only because he has revealed himself. 
He has done this through the works of nature (Psalm 19:1 
and Romans 1:20). The things which are made tell us 
something about their Maker, e.g. His power and wisdom.  
God has also spoken since the beginning of the world 
(Hebrews 1:1-2) and these Words are recorded in the Bible. 
However simply studying the glory of nature will not save 
anyone. It is  the Word revealing the glory of Christ that is 
the means of grace. God must by right be worshipped, not 
according to our imagined images of him (Exodus 20:4) nor 
according to human wisdom but according to his written 

revelation. We cannot agree that God has left us ignorant 
of this important matter. Rather, God knows how he is to be 
worshipped and has appointed the manner; it is regulated 
by his Word. If Christians desire ‘to be like Jesus’, then they 
must worship God in the same manner as Jesus — the 
manner which he taught to the Apostolic church — and not 
reject God’s revealed wisdom. Nor must worship be given 
to any creature, e.g. Mary, or to blocks of wood or stone 
carved to look like Jesus, the ‘saints’ or the angels. God is 
there to be known but...

God is unknown.
The sinner, by his determined choice (2 Peter 3:5) suppresses 
the truth about God in his carnal mind (Romans 1:18-28). 
Sin blinds the mind and hardens the senses to God’s 
existence. Thus the sinner is confident in his ignorance and 
glories in the wisdom of fools (Psalm 14:1. 1 Corinth. 1:21 & 
2:14). God is thus a stranger in his own world. We live and 
move (Acts 17) constantly in his omnipresence but ignore 
him. The word religion means dependence on God, but the 
sinner feels no need of him and is reinforced in this attitude 
by the world’s educational system and political media. Yet 
there can be no escape from God (Psalm 139). God must 
restore a true knowledge of himself to the soul if we are 
to know him savingly, and this he has promised to do for 
his chosen people (John 6:45). However, even the genuine 
Christian (such is the power of indwelling sin) must struggle 
not to ignore God on the journey through life. This sporadic 
‘ignoring of God’ is called ‘prayerlessness’ and it happens 
when we feel a lack of dependence.

God is one Being in three Persons.
The word Trinity is the abbreviated form of Tri-unity, three 
in one; three Self-existent Persons constitute the Godhead. 
Augustine said long ago, “If you would see the Trinity, go to 
the Jordan.” There you see Jesus the Son of God standing 

Basic Bible Teachings 1— God

“in the beginning  
  God...”
                             Genesis 1:1
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in the river, the Holy 
Spirit is seen acting 
in the form of a dove 
and the Father’s 
voice from heaven 
is distinctly heard. 
(You will find other 
evidences of this 
doctrine in Genesis 
1:26; 1Peter 1:2; 2 
Corinth.13:14 and 
Matthew 28:19). 
We cannot fully 
understand this fact 
but we believe in the 
Trinity because God 
has revealed this 
truth. Indeed, you 
cannot be a Christian 
unless you do believe 
it. Not to believe it, 

is to deny the very 
Being of God. “This is the catholic [universal] faith, that 
we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in unity. Neither 
confounding the Persons nor dividing the Substance.” 
– The Athanasian Creed.

God is mysterious.
God is incomprehensible in the sense that this infinite 
Being cannot ever be fully known by us, his finite, limited 
creatures (Job 11:7 & 26:14. Romans 11:33,34). He is 
perfect and therefore without change; he is holy and can 
only do good. He is unique to us and it is a new experience 
when we come to know him as he is. ‘God is a Spirit’ (John 
4:24); the Divine nature is not a human nature and therefore 
cannot suffer or feel pain in any way – this would mean a 
change in his Divine immutable perfection. “God...who is 
infinite in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, 
without body, parts or passions, immutable” (Westminster 
Confession chapter 2 ). There is no frustration with God; he 
accomplishes all his desires (Psalm 115:3) and his purpose 
is unchangeable and unstoppable (Numbers 23:19).

God has a purpose.
This eternally decided purpose is to glorify himself (Proverbs 
16:4 and Revelation 4:11). This glory which will be seen is 
the manifestation of his character, especially the perfection 
of his love in saving sinners and of his justice in punishing 
sin eternally. The Shorter Catechism no.7 provides an 
excellent summary. This glory is revealed by his words 
and actions through Christ his Son who is both Saviour 
and Judge, Matthew 1:21 and John 5:22,27. The Larger 
Catechism no.13 has an expanded outline of God’s eternal 
purpose. If you go to the end of the Bible — Revelation 
chapters 20-22, you will see the end of the story – who 
is where in eternity (we do not know their names, but we 
know their characters and graces) – Christ reigning in 
exaltation, his people safely before him and all his enemies 
cast away forever.

The practical effects of denying the true God in our 
society.

There is no fixed standard of morality. Each government 
or generation changes the standards (and penalties) for 

right and wrong.

— Mankind is degraded in textbooks and the popular 
mind as simply forming part of the animal kingdom 
and is understood accordingly; life is cheap, 
abortions multiply, euthanasia is accepted as 
‘dignified’.

— Billions are taught to have no (genuine) hope about life 
after death or given the false hope of extinction.

— Followers and witnesses of the true God, who 
believe the Bible, are persecuted as ‘disturbers 
of the peace’ – yes, the peace of the “strong man 
armed” Luke 11:21.

God has given us knowledge of himself. The fact that the 
men of Athens built an altar (Acts 17) to the ‘Unknown God’ 
proved that, despite their confidence in their own wisdom, 
there was still a lingering doubt in their mind that they had 
missed something and also showed they had a fear – they 
built an altar not a monument. An altar was for a sacrifice 
which was given to take away the wrath of God! There is 
only one Sacrifice which can do (and has done) that – do 
you know him and what he has done (John 1:29)?
We are without excuse (Romans 1:20 ) if we do not know 
and acknowledge in worship the true God. It is a deliberate 
ignorance which carries an eternal death penalty (1 Corinth. 
16:22). It is only a saving knowledge of the Saving God 
which shall save us from 'the wrath to come' (John 17:3 
and  1 Thess. 1:10).  God calls for trust, trust based on 
the knowledge which he has given of himself through 
Jesus Christ (Psalm 9:9-10). He calls for trust because he 
is Truth.
Even by rejecting him, the atheist acknowledges that there 
is Someone to reject. He has to use God’s Name (and 
thus he shows that he has the idea) in order to reject his 
existence. “The fool says...” (Psalm 14:1). They seem to 
feel it necessary to say it often and loudly in order to take 
away their fears that there may be a God after all! Like 
whistling when you are walking in the dark, and the hatred 
when you would wish someone out of existence!
One day an atheist thought he would teach his little 
granddaughter, come to visit, about his own creed. He 
gave her a pencil and asked her to write down on a piece 
of paper the words “GOD IS NOWHERE”. The little girl 
wrote down the words; however she had not yet mastered 
her grammar. She finished writing and proudly showed her 
grandfather the piece of paper, upon which he read “GOD  
IS  NOW  HERE.” He froze, and tears came to his eyes. This 
proved to be the means of the man’s conversion. When 
God’s truth comes with power, old hearts melt away to be 
replaced with a new heart, a heart to know God.
Pray that God will reveal his Son not only to you but in you 
— there is a difference (Galatians 1:16) and then you will 
know him (Matthew 16:16,17).

QUESTionS
1. How can we know God ?
2. How much can we know about God ?
3. What is the purpose of our knowing God ?
4. Why do so many not know God ?

For FUrTHEr rEADinG:  ‘Knowing God’ by J. Packer.        
‘Today’s Gospel’ by W. Chantry.   

Augustine according to Botticelli
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Fill in this form if you are sending the puzzles in.

Name: ... .............................................................        Age.....

Address: ...............................................................................

 .............................................................................................

Congregation: ......................................................................

Puzzles entries for May
1st prize 10 and over - Benaiah Shanks (Aberdeen).
1st prize under 10 -Joshua Gahan (Salisbury).
10 entries winner - Lily Craig.
Aberdeen - Abigail Shanks, Jedidah Shanks, Matthew 
                  McGlynn, Sophie McGlynn, Verity McGlynn. 
Assynt/Scourie - Michelle Ross.
Ayr - Karina Mackay, Caleb Beers, Isaac Beers, Nathanael 
          Beers.
Edinburgh - Alison Gracie.
Snizort - Jonathan Macleod.
Stornoway - Emma Craig, Rachel Craig, Thomas Craig.
Salisbury - Anna Richardson.

Wordsearch 1 Wordsearch 2

Ye that love the 
LORD, hate evil:

All the books of the Old Testament are in Wordsearch 2 and those of the New Testament are in Wordsearch 1. 
Where there is more than one book of the same name like Kings or John then it appears once only.

The Bible Books
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On Friday at school Laura’s teacher had a 
homework project for them to do.
They had to choose an unusual animal 

(meaning it couldn’t be a household pet) to do a 
project on, find out as much as they could about 
it and then give a talk about it.
Laura didn’t have to think; she knew straight 
away that she wanted to do the project on 
zebras.  She had seen some at the zoo once 
and thought they were just like horses but the 
stripes made them so much more interesting.
That night when she got home she worked on the 
project on the internet and then on Saturday 
they went to the library and got a book all about 
zebras. It had lots of amazing facts like the fact 
that the pattern of stripes on the body of every 
zebra is unique.  Laura wondered how this could 
be when they all look very similar. She didn’t get 
much time on Saturday to work on the project 
but there was all week to do it.
On Sunday Laura kept thinking about the school 
project. She knew she shouldn’t but she just 
couldn’t stop herself.  While Mum was making 
lunch she went upstairs and although there was 
a little voice inside her head telling her that she 
shouldn’t, she got out the book which she had 
borrowed from the library and read another 
section.  That night she felt guilty about it but 
she prayed that God would still bless her school 
project because she really wanted to do well in 
it.
All week she felt that she was getting on so well 
with the project that it must be okay and that 
God didn’t really mind that she did some work on 

Sunday.
When it came to Friday and the day when she 
had to tell the class all about zebras she felt 
very confident about it — until she stood up! She 
couldn’t remember anything. She just said a very 
little and then ran back to her seat.  To make 
matters worse the next person to give her talk 
had also picked zebras and did a really good talk 
with lots of pictures as well.
Laura was so upset because she had wanted to 
be the best in the class but there was a voice 
inside her head that told her that she shouldn’t 
have worked on it on Sunday.   God has only asked 
for one day in seven. It is a small command and 
you still can’t obey it.  Laura felt so guilty and 
it made her feel worse that she only felt guilty 
because it had all gone wrong. 
It made her think about Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden.  God gave them one simple rule; 
don’t eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil.  They had lots of other fruit they 
could eat.  God has given us six days when we 
can play  and do all our school projects. He has 
only asked for one day in the week to be a day 
specially set aside to worship him.
Laura had learnt her lesson now but she had 
learnt it the hard way. She couldn’t help thinking 
that if only she had left it then maybe God 
would have blessed her project. Granny always 
said that God will never bless us if we disobey 
his commandments and now Laura knew that for 
herself. Learn the lesson from this story the 
easy way, not the hard way.

Laura 
Learns 
a hard 
Lesson

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Zebra_botswana_edit02.jpg



I wonder if you have ever dressed up and pretended 
to be a Cowboy or a Red Indian? It can be fun to 
pretend that you are from another country. Where 

do you think people would guess you came from if you 
were wearing clogs? or a sombrero? or a hat with corks 
dangling from it? or a turban? or a kilt?

But just suppose that you had on the very best costume, 
one that was truly authentic, could you trick someone 
into thinking that you came from a distant land? It 
would certainly be easier to pretend so long as you 
didn’t speak – because as soon as you started to speak 
you would probably give the game away. They would 
know from your voice where you really came from. You 
probably don’t even notice your own accent, but when 
you start speaking, most people can tell if you come 
from Glasgow, Lewis, Skye or Inverness, or Ireland, Italy 
or America. Although your voice sounds a little different 
from anyone else’s voice, it also sounds a lot like the 
people that you live with. This means that people who 
have lived in the same area for a long time often sound 
very similar. Some accents are strong and distinctive 
and even when someone has lived in another place for a 
long time it is still possible to tell where they came from. 
Maybe you know someone who has a very distinctive 
accent, and perhaps there are certain words that they 
pronounce in an unusual way. While some people say 
‘foot’, elsewhere they say ‘fit’, some say ‘ball’ and 
others ‘baw’. That is why some people play ‘football’ 
and others play ‘fitbaw’.

Your accent, how you speak, tells people where you 
are from, but it is what you say that tells people where 
you are going. You maybe know someone who doesn’t 
speak in a nice way, maybe they use bad words, but you 
will also know other people who are very different and 
speak in a loving way about the Lord. It is these words 

that tell us where a person is going, if they are going to 
be with Jesus or not. 

Now, occasionally you might meet someone who is very 
good at imitating, and they can put on a different accent 
and use words that they don’t really mean. They might 
even be good enough to fool you but God knows where 
they are from and where they are going. Sadly there are 
some people who think that they will get into heaven 
by sounding like a Christian. But God doesn’t just listen 
to the voice, He sees the heart, and hypocrites (that is 
someone who lives their life pretending to be something 
that they are not) will not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.

In Revelation 15:4 we are told that all nations shall come 
and worship before God, which means that in heaven 
there will be many different accents; people that sound 
like you and people that sound nothing like you! But all 
these people will be saying the same things – they will 
be singing praise to God. 

Next time you open your mouth to speak remember that 
it reveals two things. Where you are from and where 
you are going. Where you are from was decided when 
you were born – there is nothing that you can do about 
that now! But where you are going depends upon you 
being born again – this doesn’t happen by coming out 
of your mummy’s tummy but by believing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ (see John’s Gospel chapter 3 verses 1-
21). This is something that you should ask your parents 
about, and you can ask your minister as well – he’d be 
very pleased if you asked such a wonderful question! 
Most importantly you should use your voice and pray, 
no matter what your accent is like, and ask God that He 
would show you and help you to believe. 

I Know

where

You

Are From


