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Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him. (Acts 12:5)

In the period since Pentecost the cause of Christ has prospered through the 
preaching of the Word and the blessing of God’s Spirit. The Gentiles have 
now joined the church as the Lord showed so clearly to Simon Peter, firstly 

in his vision of the animals and then in his meeting with Cornelius the Roman 
centurion.
As we have seen, not everyone has been pleased with the progress of the 
gospel. Persecution has occurred and the saints have suffered. Yet the Lord has 
turned it all to good. The disciples who left Jerusalem went far and wide with 
the good news of Christ, including Antioch where many people were converted. 
It was there that the believers were first called ‘Christians’.
Behind every attack on the church is Satan, who opposes God’s work in the 
world. Like a hungry lion looking for his prey the devil is always on the prowl for 
Christians: he wants to swallow them up – to destroy their testimony to Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour.
One of Satan’s chief targets was Simon Peter. Satan knew his weaknesses, 
especially his self-confidence, and sought to exploit them. He thought he had 
succeeded when Peter denied the Lord but in a wonderful display of grace 
Jesus restored his fallen disciple. However Simon was still in Satan’s sights. He 
would try another way with him. He would stir up one of his own against this 
servant of Christ and that would be the end of him!

Herod in Charge
At this time the Herods reigned in Jerusalem. While the Romans were the real 
power in the land the Jewish royal family remained in place and Herod Agrippa 
was now occupying the throne; he was the father of the king Agrippa before 
whom Paul was tried (Acts 26). The Herods were not Jews by descent but by 
choice and unsurprisingly they were hostile to the church.
Herod was grieved at the growth of the Christian faith and decided to put a stop 
to it. He used his influence against the leaders of the church and had the apostle 
James, the brother of John, put to death. When he saw that the Jews approved 
of this cruel deed he turned his attention to Simon Peter.

Peter in Chains
Peter was arrested and put in jail. So important a prisoner was he that he was 
guarded by no less than sixteen soldiers! He sat in a condemned cell, on death 
row: as soon as the feast of passover was finished Herod would execute him 
publicly to please the people. It was just a matter of time.
Yet we note a remarkable thing about Simon Peter. When it came to the night 
before he was due to die, as he lay shackled by his hands to two soldiers with 
more guarding the door, Peter was sound asleep (v.6)! Other men might have 
been filled with a sense of dread at what was ahead; they might have renounced 
their faith in Christ and cried for mercy. But although Peter had wavered before 
he did not do so now: he was totally at peace, trusting in the Lord.

The Church in Prayer
Peter was not alone in looking to God in his time of need: the church prayed 

SimoN PETEr: ParT 32
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“without ceasing” for him. Gathering together where they 
could, whether many or few, whether day or night, they 
spent the passover week pleading for Peter’s deliverance. 
Never had the believers experienced a burden like this – 
and never had they enjoyed such help from God. Somehow 
it was different from when James was taken.
Why did the church pray so earnestly for Simon Peter? 
What gave him such wonderful peace? The secret lay 
in a promise which the Lord had made to Peter. You will 
remember it: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast 
young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou 
wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee 
whither thou wouldest not” (John 21:18).
What did these words mean? Jesus was saying that Peter 
would bring glory to God by dying in his cause. He even 
made plain at what point in his life this would happen: 
“when thou shalt be old”. But Simon Peter was still a young 
man: he could not die yet – because Jesus had said that 
he would live to an old age! It did not matter what was 
in Herod’s heart: the Lord’s purpose would triumph, as it 
always does. “Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the 
remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain” (Psa.76:10).
 

Peter Delivered
We know the outcome. As the church persevered in prayer 
an angel came down and while a light lit up the darkness 
he stirred Peter from his slumber. Now Peter was awake 
and his guards asleep! By a miracle his chains fell off and 
then the angel told him to dress and to follow him out of 
the cell. To Peter it was all a dream. After they had gone 
past the sentries the prison gate swung open, as if by an 
invisible hand. When they had gone down the first street 
the angel left Peter. He then became aware of exactly what 
had happened: the Lord had rescued him from his foes!
Soon Peter arrived at the house where the believers were 
meeting for prayer. When he knocked the door a young 
girl came to answer but on hearing Peter’s voice outside 
she was so overjoyed that she ran straight back to the 
gathering to tell them that he was there. Yet they did not 
believe her! Finally as the knocking continued the believers 
opened the door themselves and there to their amazement 
stood Simon Peter, alive and well and waiting patiently!
The lesson is surely that in the war between the people of 
God and the forces of hell prayer is a powerful weapon. We 
need to plead before the Lord the promises he has given 
us in Scripture. The church in our land may be in difficulty 
but to encourage her God has said, “Call upon me in the 
day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me” 
(Psa.50:15). If our request agrees with God’s purpose he 
will hear us! Then we will sing with the church of old:
 “Our soul’s escaped, as a bird
  out of the fowler’s snare;
 The snare asunder broken is,
  and we escaped are.” (Ps.124:7)
 
Do you know what happened to Herod? Having put Peter’s 
guards to death he fled to Caesarea where he sat upon his 
throne and made a proud speech. The people praised him 
as though he were a god but the angel of the Lord struck 
him and he was eaten alive by worms. God must have the 
glory, not man. And he will, for Christ and his church will 
triumph in the end. Let us be sure that we belong by faith 
to Jesus Christ, the mighty Saviour!

Psalmody Test Tunes
Here is the fourth group of three tunes to help you 

prepare for the test.
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 “In Him we live and move and have our being.”
 Acts 17:28.

All things come into being by the will of God and 
the will of God does not let them get out of his 
control. His power maintains all things in being 

(Heb. 1:3; Col.1:17). Providence is God ordering 
everything that ever happens, all that is done in his 
creation. All is governed by himself.

The invincible power of Providence — Providence 
is the fulfilling and unveiling of God’s eternal purpose. 
God unceasingly rules his creation. This rule extends 
to the smallest details even hairs and sparrows 
(Matt.10:29,30). Whether they fall out or fall down, God 
ordains it. What God purposed from eternity must of 
necessity come to pass. God has a plan from which 
he does not deviate and which must be achieved. He 
controls what he has made according to his sovereign 
and omnipotent will, yet so as the creatures are fully 
responsible for all their thoughts, words and actions. 
There is no ‘chance’ or ‘accident’ in God’s world. 
‘He has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.’ 
God does more than ‘permit’ what comes to pass 
simply because he foresaw it would happen but, 
“He so overrules all that nothing occurs without his 
command” (Calvin). Everything is ‘providential’, not 
just extraordinary events.

The mystery of Providence — But if God rules the 

universe, how do we explain the origin of evil? Adam’s 
fall was not contrary to the eternal purpose of God. 
“The will of God is held to be the necessity of all things, 
yet God is not the author of evil. The wicked can do 
nothing without his appointment, yet his holiness is not 
tarnished by their evil deeds.” (R.A. Finlayson). This is 
mysterious but true, as Paul expresses it at the end 
of Romans chapter 11. “Men do nothing except upon 
the secret initiative of God. They do not discuss and 
deliberate upon anything but what he has previously 
decreed with himself and brings to pass by his secret 
direction (Calvin). Acts 3:17,18 and 13:27-29 teach 
us that sinners ignorantly pursue the purpose of God 
and that they are responsible for their choices. God 
restrains and redirects their sin (Ps. 76:10). He uses 
their sin against themselves and overrules it to his 
glory, not theirs, and for his people’s good (Rom. 8:28), 
not theirs. God uses those who are already sinful to 
carry out his holy purpose. ”A man’s heart deviseth 
his way, but the Lord directeth his steps (Prov. 16:9). 
We often do not see or recognise the first cause or 
step in a train of events, but God’s will initiates and 
rules over all.
 
The Providence of God and human freedom — 
Despite what the world cries out for (e.g. in Ps. 2), 
there is no ‘absolute freedom’ for the creatures of 
God. It is impossible for them to exist independently 
from God — they depend on him for their continued 
existence. Adam was made sinless but he sinfully 

Basic Bible Teachings 4 — Providence
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desired to act as if he were not under God. Regarding 
the fall of the first man into sin, Augustine succinctly 
explains, “Adam by a misuse of his free will lost both 
the freedom of his will and himself” — and lost all of 
us with himself! Man’s will was free but, like himself, 
was changeable, because he was created. He could 
will to sin and, having sinned, he can now will nothing 
but sin (Gen. 6:5). Man as a result of sin is still not 
free; he is either a slave of sin or by grace a servant 
of God. For the world, ‘freedom’ is to do what they 
like; for believers, freedom is to do what they ought. 
Nevertheless, God’s will rules over all. The sinner sins 
according to his own will, and yet it is not without 
God’s will. But we are not to think that God has two 
wills. “In himself the will is one and undivided, but 
to us it appears manifold because of the feebleness 
of our intellect” (Calvin). Moreover, a ‘sinner’ is in no 
position to judge concerning the integrity of God’s 
government of his creation (Rom. 9:14,20)! The sinner 
cannot even judge himself properly!

There is no “FaTE”, but there is responsibility 
— “Fate” (similar to star-guided “astrology”) was an 
ancient Greek myth or theory that every person’s 
life was mapped out beforehand — but not by a 
personal God! People have always been aware of a 
higher Power than themselves at work in their lives 
but, rather than turn to God in faith, they will turn 
to cards in the hand or stars in the sky in unbelief. 
Every person is responsible. Certainly, their lives and 
destinies are under God’s will but also in accordance 
with their own wills. Ignorance is a choice (2 Pet. 3:5), 
as is unbelief (John 5:40). Sinners who go to Heaven 
are (made) willing to go there (Ps. 110:3). Sinners who 
go to Hell are (left) unwilling to repent and believe and 
therefore their own will leads them to Hell — this is 
also according to God’s will.

The place of prayer and miracles in God’s 
Providence — Prayers are the pre-ordained links 
in the chain of God’s purpose being realised. Not 
that God’s purpose depends upon our prayers, but 
God often uses means; although he is free to work 
directly without them. Prayer does not change the will 
of God (Is. 14:27) or affect his purpose, but prayer 
is caused by God and according to his purpose. It 
is God’s command that we pray (Luke 18:1). When 
we read in the Bible that “God repented...” —  this is 
nothing more than a change in God’s procedure seen 
from our point of view. God never changes his Mind 
— this would mean that he was flawed and imperfect. 
Similarly, a ‘miracle’ is an unusual way (to us) for God 
to work. It is an extra-ordinary exercise of the Divine 
power. It is the same power which opened the Red 
Sea as makes the sparrow fall to the ground; both 
are signs of the power of God in action. Whether you 
believe in miracles or not, depends on whether you 
believe in God or not.

Providence is no safe guide — Providence shows 
God’s path; it does not point out ours. We have his 
Word to guide us and it is the only safe guide, the 
only rule of faith, worship and practice for us as we 
journey through this world. Job’s friends condemned 
him because of his suffering under God’s Providence 
yet he was vindicated by God. Jonah joyfully found a 
ship waiting for him when he disobeyed God’s Word 
but he was deceived in thinking that this was a sign 
that all was going well for him. Likewise, seeming 
disappointing events are God’s way of bringing good 
to his people (Phil. 1:12). Let us ‘judge nothing before 
the time’. Infinite power and wisdom cannot fail; 
God calls for our trust and patience. (John 13:7; Ps. 
46:10).

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
  But trust Him for His grace, 
  Behind a frowning Providence, 
  He hides a smiling face.” 

                                           (W. Cowper)

The comfort given to God’s people — God’s people 
sin daily and this is grievous. They wonder if, despite 
sin, they can make any progress in the Christian life. 
But God has not left us to ourselves. Sinners who are 
saved by grace are under the continual power and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, so that they are preserved 
from falling away (which is different from falling into 
temptation or sin) and enabled to grow in grace (1 
Pet. 1:5; Phil. 2:13). God’s people are preserved and 
governed. If God be for us , who can be against us? Sin 
may abound in us but grace shall more abound (Rom. 
5:20; Ps. 130:7,8). God is present in the movement of 
every event; never doubt his presence (Acts 17:28; 
Matt. 28:20). God never knows frustration, ‘He does 
according to his will’ — ‘whatsoever he has pleased’ 
(Dan. 4:35 and Ps. 115:3). He is invisibly and invincibly 
working towards a glorious climax, which will be seen 
to all eternity; ‘to the praise of his glory’ (Eph.1). 
“ O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are His 
judgements, and His ways past finding out !...For of 
Him, and through Him and to Him are all things; to 
Whom be glory for ever. Amen.” Romans 11: 33,36.

QUESTioNS
1. Why is Providence no clear sign of God’s 
     approval?
2. Why was the man mentioned in Genesis 37:15-17 
     so important to the story of Joseph?
3. Why is God not responsible for our sins?
4. Can anyone really have comfort who does not 
     believe in God’s Providence?

For FUrTHEr rEaDiNG: 
Esther by C. Swindoll. 
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Just before midday, April 10, 1912, the White Star 
liner Titanic sailed out of Southampton Harbour to 
begin her maiden voyage to New York. The ship was 

the largest and most luxurious ship afloat, and because 
it had a double bottomed hull which was divided into 
sixteen water-tight compartments, it was thought to be 
unsinkable. The captain of the ship, which carried over 
two thousand people, was Captain E.J. Smith.

Shortly before midnight on the 14th, the Titanic struck 
an iceberg in the Atlantic Ocean. Five of the water-tight 
compartments ruptured and the ship sank just after 
2 a.m. the next morning with the loss of over fifteen 
hundred lives.

The rest of the passengers and crew were rescued from 
lifeboats by the Cunard liner Caparthtia, (see photo 
below) which arrived several hours after the Titanic had 
sunk.

Among those who perished was a Baptist minister 
named John Harper. When the ship began to sink, 
hundreds of people jumped into the icy cold waters of 
the Atlantic ocean. One of these was a young Scotsman, 

who was a careless and ungodly sinner. Soon he found 
some object and clung desperately to it. People were 
crying and wailing all around him. John Harper was 
also clinging to some object to keep afloat and drifted 
near this young man. He called out to him, “Is your soul 
saved?” He replied, “No, it is not.” “Then believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” said Harper 
urgently and lovingly.

The two men drifted apart for a time, then the current 
drew them together again. “Is your soul saved?” Harper 
cried out. “I fear it is not.” “Then if you will believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ your soul shall be saved” said 
the minister, with the deepest feeling. Again the current 
separated the two men. Harper loudly spoke the gospel 
message to others who were struggling in the water.

The young man in desperation cried unto Christ to save 
him. He believed on the Lord and was saved.

In a few minutes the young man heard the preacher say, 
“I’m going down... I’m going down”, then “No, no, I’m 
going up”, and John Harper was gone, his body into the 
dark, cold waters of the ocean, but his spirit to be with 
Christ whom he had just proclaimed.

The young man remained afloat until he was rescued. 
Years later he gave his testimony of how the Lord 
wonderfully saved him and had kept him in the ways of 
God.

Saved in the 
icy WaterS



Muckle Kate, as she was known (because she 
was a large (i.e. muckle), ugly woman) lived in a 
village called Lochcarron, in northern Scotland. 

She was over eighty years of age, and was known for her 
wicked life, but none of her Christian neighbours were 
able to talk to her about the Lord or to get her to attend 
Church.

The minister of the area was Mr Lachlan MacKenzie. He 
spoke to Kate on many occasions and tried to persuade 
her to attend the Church, but she would not. He not only 
prayed for her, but tried to think of some way that she 
might hear the gospel. At last he thought of a plan.

At that time the people in the village used to meet in 
various homes and sing songs. They also did needle 
work and craft while they sang. Kate loved to attend 
these meetings.

Mr MacKenzie planned to write a song in which the 
sins of Kate were mentioned and condemned. He set 
this song to music, then taught it to a number of those 
who attended and asked them to sing it when Kate was 
present.

When Kate heard this song, she was deeply convicted 
of her sins and was sorely troubled in her heart. She 
wandered around the village groaning and weeping over 
her sinful past. This went on, not only for weeks, but 
months and years. She wept so much that she actually 
became blind. On one occasion when she went to talk 
to the minister, she heard some ducks quacking. Not 
knowing that anyone else was present she said, “You 
poor creatures are happy. You have not crucified the 
Saviour like me; it would be well for Muckle Kate to be a 

duck like you, for then she would have no sin to answer 
for — no sin, no sin!”

After she had been troubled for nearly three years, 
Mr MacKenzie conducted the Lord’s Supper in his 
Church and he was anxious for Kate to partake of the 
communion, seeing she had repented of her sins. But 
Kate refused saying, “My presence would profane that 
blessed ordinance, and would be enough to pollute the 
whole congregation.”

At the service, the communion was served to the 
Christians and then the bread and wine were removed, 
and the minister was speaking to the people, when a 
loud cry of despair arose. Everyone turned to see who 
it was. It was Kate! Mr MacKenzie went and kindly took 
her by the hand and led her to the communion table. The 
bread and wine were brought again and Kate partook of 
them to remember that the Lord Jesus had died to take 
away our sins.

Kate now confessed her faith in Christ as her Saviour. 
She was a changed woman. She lived for about three 
years after this. Just as she had a deep sense of and 
sorrow for sin, now she had a deep knowledge of Christ 
and that he was her “all in all”.

When Kate was about to die she said, “Tell, tell others 
that I have found him (Christ). Tell them that the worst 
of sinners — the drunkard, the profligate (the waster), 
the Sabbath breaker, the thief, the blasphemer, the liar, 
scoffer, the infidel (the atheist) — tell them that I was a 
person guilty of every sin. Even I have found a Saviour, 
even I have known a Saviour’s love.”

Muckle kate

The village of Lochcarron today


